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The  Editor,  from  distance  of  situation,  not  having  had  an  opportunity  of 
revising  the  Proofs,  is  concerned  to  find  the  following  Errata ;  and  it 
is  feared  there  may  be  others  which  have  yet  escaped  notice,  espe? 
cially  in  the  First  Volume. 
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ERRATA. 

line  15 — insert  a  comma  after  procure. 

-   7 — the  marginal  reference  *  should  be  at  line  11th  follow7- 
ing  Greenglen,*  where  for  Beaside  read  Breaside. 
22 — for  Elinos  read  Elinor. 
5 — for  Serious  read  Seniors. 
6  from  the  bottom,  for  15,000  read  115,000. 
\"l — for  Bull  Family  read  Handover  Family. 
19 — for  Raruu  read  Rants. 

10  from  the  bottom,  erase  Palaverium. 
7— for  his  read  this. 

2  from  the  bottom,  for  require  read  requires. 
4— for  conscious  read  conscius. 
1  of  the  Note,  for  soivent  read  doivent. 

21 — for  Balloons  read  Batoons. 
14 — for  amiable  read  amicuble. 

11  from  the  bottom,  for  on  read  or. 
4 — insert  the  before  Bull  Manor. 
4 — for  appointment  read  apportioning. 

13 — for  him  read  them. 

1  &  2 — for  disputed  read  disregarded. 

15 — after  diffusing  insert  them. 

2 — for  malum  read  malam. 

b — for  thchs  read  his. 
14— erase  as,  which  should  have  been  prefixed  to  formally 

in  the  preceding  line. 
18 — forfasit  rind  fas  sit. 

5  from  the  bottom,  for  on  read  or. 

4  from  the  bottom,  for  they  would  read  lo. 


JOHN  BULL'S  BIBLE. 


BOOK   VIII. 


****■+*  +  *■*•++++*■  +  ***+*+  + 


Chap.  1 

Contents. — Accession  of  the  Bruntwick  Family — Stewardship  of  th^ 
first  Agricol — this  Agricol,  a  plain  well-meaning  man,  neither  defi- 
cient in  understanding  nor  spirit,  but  brought  up  in  Terrafirmal 
habits: — could  not  readily  adopt,  nor  even  comprehend,  either  the 
principles  and  habits  of  the  Bull  Family,  or  the  laws  and  customs 
of  the  Albion  Manor. — This  defect  might  have  been  remedied  had 
he  fallen  into  prudent  and  honest  hands. — The  case  the  direct  con- 
trary:— the  Steward's  name  most  openly  and  insidiously  used  to  direct, 
and  influence,  the  choice  of  Mrs.  Bull's  first  Houshold — in  defiance 
of  the  most  essential  principle  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Manor. — 
Still  more  express  orders  to  the  same  purpose  sent  to  the  Titulates 
of  the  Caledonian  Manor. 

JtL  DEED  of  Settlement,  as  we  have  intimated  in  the  pre- 
ceding part  of  these  Memoirs,  had  been  long  made  and  exe- 
cuted, by  which  all  Peterkins  were  for  ever  excluded  from 
the  Stewardship  of  the  Manor  of  Great  Albion  ;  and  the  suc- 
cession, after  the  decease  of  Molly,  Billy,  and  Nan,  without 
issue,  settled  on  the  Bruntwick  Family;  being  the  nearest  Re- 
formadist  Heirs.  Jn  consequence  of  this  settlement,  Agricol, 
the  heir  male  of  that  family,  was  sent  for  from  Terralirm, 
and  quietly  put  in  possession  of  the  Stewardship. 
vol.  II.  n 


Agricol  probably  owed  this  quiet  and  peaceable  entry  on 
the  Stewardship  to  the  timely,  and  very  opportune  death  of 
Nan,  his  predecessor.  Had  she  lived  to  carry  into  execution 
the  schemes  which  she  and  her  Ranter  agents  had  laid,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  attempts  would  have  been  made  to  have 
set  aside  the  Handover  Settlement.  And  though  this  m  Nan 
might  be  excusable,  and  seem  even  natural  and  right,  as 
being  in  favor  of  a  presumed  brother;  yet,  such  had  been  the 
incorrigible  folly  of  the  Yagob  Family ;  such  their  infatuated 
bigotry  to  Peterkiuism ;  such  the  tendency  of  that  pernicious 
system  to  the  enslavement  of  mankind,  and  to  the  universal  de- 
basement of  the  human  race,  that  no  pretence  of  private 
right,  could  justify,  in  any  member  of  the  Bull  Family,  the 
attempt  of  a  further  experiment. 

It  will  perhaps  be  said,  that  had  the  design  of  the  Yagobites 
succeeded,  John  Bull's  Family  and  affairs  could  not  have  been 
in  a  more  deplorable  and  desperate  state  than  they  now  are  : 
such  is  die  insatiable,  all-ingulfing  rapacity  and  prodigality  of 
the  Steward's  Office,  supported  by  that  commerce  of  prostitu- 
tion carried  on  between  the  Steward's  Agents  and  Mrs.  Bull's 
Houshold ;  and  such  the  deplorable  state  of  the  family,  rotting 
and  putrefying  into  rank  corruption,  under  the  effects  of  that 
foul  disease  which  this  commerce  has  introduced  ;  and  which, 
since  the  accession  of  the  Bruntwick  Family,  has  been  still 
more  widely  diffused,  and  become  more  incurable  than  ever. 
But  who  then  knew,  or  could  have  anticipated  the  epidemical 
nature,  universal  spread,  and  fatal  effects  of  that  horrible 
disease. 

This  Agricol  was  himself  a  plain  honest  well-meaning  man, 
and  nowise  deficient  either  in  understanding,  or  spirit ;  and 
had  he  fallen  into  good  hands,  might  have  made  an  excellent 
Steward.  But  he  had  been  brought  up  in  habits  and  princi- 
ples so  discordant  with  those  of  the  Bull  Family,  and  inured 
to  laws  and  customs  so  different  from  those  of  the  Manor  of 


Albion,  that  it  was  impossible  his  character  and  conduct 
should  not  take  a  strong  and  lasting  bias  from  them,  especially 
as  he  was  far  advanced  in  years  at  the  time  of  his  succession 
to  the  Stewardship.  In  these  Memoirs  we  have  already  taken 
notice,  that  on  almost  every  estate  and  manor  on  Terrafirm, 
the  Stewards  had,  by  degrees,  seized  into  their  own  hands  the 
whole  property  and  possession ;  and  reduced  the  real  pro- 
prietors and  cultivators  to  mere  dependants  and  vassals.  In 
maxims,  habits,  and  principles,  entirely  adapted  to  this  state 
of  things,  Agricol,  now  far  advanced  in  life,  had  hitherto  lived; 
and  could  scarce  have  a  conception  of  any  thing  so  different 
from  them  as  the  Constitution  of  the  Albion  Stewardship  re- 
quired. It  is  true  that  he  had  heard  that  John  Bull  was  a 
gentleman  of  a  free  and  independent  spirit,  and  that  the  cus- 
toms of  the  Manor  were  favorable  to  that  freedom  of  charac- 
ter. But  then  he  thought  this  disposition  was  sufficiently 
indulged  in  the  liberty  he  assumed  in  choosing  and  appointing 
his  own  Steward  ;  and  concluded,  that  when  once  chosen  and 
appointed,  that  Steward  became  possessed  of  all  the  powers 
and  pretensions  claimed  by  other  Stewards,  with  whom  he, 
Agricol,  had  been  acquainted.  For  he  could  not  conceive 
any  thing  so  contrary  to  his  habitual  notions  and  ideas,  as  mat 
every  man  on  the  Manor  of  Albion,  was  as  free,  and  as  much 
master  of  his  own  person  and  property  as  the  Steward  him- 
self; and  that  the  Steward  was  himself  subject  to  the  laws  of 
the  Manor,  as  well  as  the  poorest  peasant  upon  it.  He  had 
heard,  indeed,  that  there  were  laws  and  customs  by  which  the 
exercise  of  his  office  was  to  be  regulated ;  but  could  not 
divest  himself  of  the  idea  that  these  laws,  as  well  as  the 
Manor  itself,  and  all  upon  it,  were  at  his  disposal ;  only  in 
disposing  of  them  he  was  to  have  a  certain  regard  to  the 
custom  of  the  Manor. 

Had  those  who  were  about  the  Steward,  and  conducted 
the  business  of  the  office,  been  honest,  and  faithful  to  John  Bull 
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and  his  Family,  they  might  no  doubt  have  in  a  great  measure  cor- 
rected Agricol's  false  notions ;  and  informed  him  particularly  of 
the  laws,  customs,  and  economy  of  the  Manor.  But  though  they 
were  of  the  Whiner  party,  who  pretend  to  stand  by  John 
Bull  and  his  Family  in  preference  to  the  Steward ;  this,  as  is 
generally  the  case,  proved  a  mere  pretence  to  gain  credit  with 
the  folk  on  the  Manor,  and  get  the  places  and  appointments 
of  trust  and  profit  into  their  hands  ;  in  which,  when  they 
had  succeeded,  they  were  as  subservient  to  the  Steward  as  the 
most  professed  Ranters  could  have  been  ;  and  they  cared  not 
how  high  he  set  his  pretensions,  so  long  as  they  were  the 
instruments  of  asserting  them.  So  long  as  they  could  keep 
possession  of  the  Steward's  confidence,  and  their  places  in 
his  office,  the  more  he  claimed,  and  obtained,  the  greater  their 
influence,  power,  and  profits  became ;  for  all  came  through 
their  hands,  and  especially  in  the  present  instance,  where  the 
Steward  was  a  stranger  not  only  to  the  laws  and  customs,  but 
even  to  the  language  spoken  on  the  Manor,  the  power  was 
almost  entirely  in  their  hands ;  and  a  most  pernicious  use  they 
made  of  it. 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  Agricol,  Mrs.  Bull's  Hous- 
hold  Office  had  been  dismissed,  and  a  new  one  ordered  to  be 
chosen.  And  although  it  is  one  of  the  most  essential  and  im- 
portant points  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Manor  to  preserve 
the  choosing  of  these  delegates  of  the  Family  free  and  un- 
biassed;  and  especially  to  exclude  all  influence  and  interfe- 
rence of  the  Steward's  Office  ;  yet  were  orders  and  instructions 
openly  given  from  that  office  to  the  different  electing  bodies, 
to  take  care  to  choose  only  such  as  were  known  to  be  entirely- 
devoted  to  the  Handover  interest;  and  the  utmost  art,  in- 
dustry, and  influence,  were  used  to  effect  this  purpose;  and 
they  succeeded  fully  to  their  wish.  In  an  Address  to  the 
Bull  Family  at  this  time,  with  a  view  to  the  above  choosing 
of  Mrs.  Bull's  Iloushold,  it  is  observable,  that  the   Nev» 


Steward  in  every  sentence  a'  eady  is  made  to  assume  the 
Family,  the  Manor, and  all  it  contains,  as  a  perfect  property; 
and  as  entirely  his  own,  as  if  the  first  had  been  his  servants 
born  in  his  house,  and  the  res'  his  alodial  property,  possessed 
from  generation  to  generation  : — it  is,  at  every  word, — my 
folk,  my  Manor,  my  faithful  vassals,  &c.  &c  And  under 
these  characters  he  claims,  and  reckons  upon  their  fidelity, 
attachment,  and  obedience,  with  as  much  familiarity  and  con- 
fidence, as  if  he  had  already  conferred  the  greatest  blessings 
and  benefits  upon  them. 

This  insolent  and  unaccountable  presumption  and  encroach- 
ment appeared  especially  in  one  particular  instance.  The 
Optimates,  or  Titulates,  on  the  Caledonian  Manor  send  to 
the  Upper  Chamber  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office  a  certain  number  of 
their  body,  chosen  to  represent  the  whole.  To  these  Titu- 
lates the  New  Steward  had  the  presumption  to  send  an  ex- 
press list  of  names,  which  they  were  required  to  return  as 
chosen;  without  leaving  them  the  least  exception  or  choice. 
This  list  was  called  the  Stezcard's  List;  from  which  it  was 
intimated,  that  no  variation  woula  be  allowed.  Bribes  of 
offices  and  appointments,  and  remission  of  debts  due  to  the 
family  accounts,  were  expressly  promised  to  such  as  complied 
implicitly  with  this  Mandate.  And  further,  to  secure  com- 
pliance, a  thousand  daring  fellows,  bailiffs,  bullies,  bravos, 
armed  with  bludgeons  and  all  sort  of  weapons,  hired  by  the 
Steward,  were  sent  to  surround  the  Great  House  where 
the  choosing  was  to  lake  place,  in.  order  by  terror  to  force 
obedience  to  the  above  Mandate.  In  short,  so  well  was  the 
business  conducted,  that  the  names  in  the  prescribed  list  were 
returned,  fitely  chosen,  without  one  alteration  or  exception. 
Such  is  the  mode  in  which  these  Caledonian  Titulates  allow 
themselves  to  be  treated  :  and  such  the  servile  compliance, 
of  this  degraded  mercenary  race,  in  a  matter  on  which  their 
whole  pretensions  to  dignity  or  freedom  depends :    but  the 


presumption  and  insolence  of  this  transaction  can  by  no  means 
be  imputed  to  Agricol ;  who  could  neither  be  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  Manor  to  know 
how  much  he  was  violating  them  ;  nor  sufficiently  informed 
of  the  persons  and  characters  out  of  whom  the  choice  was  to 
be  made,  to  know  whom  to  name  and  fix  upon.  I  he  whole 
infamy  must,  therefore,  rest  with  those  traitors,  who  had  got 
him  into  their  hands,  and  by  such  means  were  resolved  to 
keep  him  so ;  and,  with  the  degraded  Caledonian  Titulates, 
who  could  deign  to  receive,  much  more  to  obey,  such  an  in* 
suiting  Mandate. 

To  this  Mandate  the  following  is  suggested  as  a  proper 
answer. 

"  To  the  Albion  Steward's  Office. 

"  A  letter  has  been  received  by  the  Caledonian  Optimates, 
importing  to  be  a  Mandate  from  the  Stewards  Office ;  and 
by  his  authority,  prescribing  to  them  certain  names  and  per- 
sons to  be  chosen  by  them  as  their  delegates  and  representa- 
tives in  the  Palaverium  about  to  be  assembled.  i  he  Cale- 
donian Optimates  dare  not  admit  the  supposition  that  the 
Steward  could  have  such  a  contemptible  opinion  of  them,  as 
to  believe  them  capable  of  receiving,  or  obeying,  such  a  Man- 
date ;  or  can  be  so  void  of  a  sense  of  honor  himself,  as  to 
wish  that  they  could  receive  or  obey  it.  'I  hey,  therefore, 
ascribe  the  insolent  order  entirely  to  the  baseness  of  some 
pernicious  and  obtiusive  traitors  about  the  Steward's  Office; 
who  having  ahead)  treacherously  and  corruptly  robbed  them 
of  their  country  and  rights,  mean  also  to  rob  them  of  their  ho- 
nor, and  all  estimation  of  character  and  worth.,  i  hey,  therefore, 
fiud  it  incumbent  upon  them,  in  vindication  both  of  their  own 
honor,  and  of  their  estimation  of  the  Steward's  honor,  to  re- 
solve not  to  admit  one  individual  of  the  prescribed  list.  A  re* 


solution,  which  they  are  assured  the  Steward  himself,  and  every 
person  of  honor  and  spirit  about  his  office,  if  any  such  there  be 
about  it,  must  both  respect  and  approve." 

The  above  infamous  transaction  being  mentioned  in  the 
Upper  Chamber  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  was  denied  by  some 
members  of  the  Steward's  Office,  which  occasioned  authentic 
documents  in  proof  of  it  to  be  produced  in  the  Chamber. 


Chap.  II. 


Contents.— The  Stewardship  of  Agricol  continued.— The  New  Ste-^^ 
and  his  Agents  having  got  Mrs.  Bull's  Office  filled  to  the'^  wind_ 
from  hence  begins  a  boundless  scene  of  equal  rapacity  ■  ^  profusion. 
—Solution  of  this  extravagancy  of  the  New  Steward  ihjp_an(j  of  Mrg. 
Bull's  submission  to  it.— An  abortive  attempt  t0  ,.estore  the  Yagob 
Family.— The  prostitute,  debauched,  and  di_^ase<1  state  0f  Mrs,  Bun»g 
Houshohl,  and  many  others  on  the  Ma-(,Qr>r_jo]in  Bnlj  himself  said 
to  be  sound— and  determined  to  'oe  Master  of  his  own  Family  and 
Manor  :— upon  the  issue  of  this  point  depends  the  Fate  of  the  Family. 

jnLGRICOL  and  his  agents  having,  through  the  influence 
of  the  Steward's  Office,  as  mentioned  above,  filled  both  Cham- 
bers of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office  with  a  set  entirely  to  their  mind, 
commence  a  scene  of  rapacity  from  the  folk  on  the  Manor, 
and  of  waste  and  profusion  upon  themselves,  far  exceeding 
all  former  example;  but,  which  continues  increasing  to  this 
day ;  and  has  at  last  reduced  a  great  part  of  the  Family  to 
beggary,  and  its  fortune  to  bankruptcy.  And  from  hence 
the  continuation  of  these  Memoirs  will  consist  of  little  beside 
details  of  the  boundless  rapacity,  and  no  less  boundless  profu- 
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sion,  of  the  Steward's  Office ;  the  shameless  and  corrupt  pros- 
titution of  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold;  and  the  miserable  effects  of 
both  on  the  united  families.  And  however  painful  and  dis- 
gusting these  details  may  be,  both  to  the  writer  and  reader, 
nothing  beside  a  particular,  and  detailed  statement  of  them, 
can  give  any  conception  of  an  extravagance  so  boundless;  or 
gain  belief  for  facts  so  incredible.  Till  this  period,  there 
had  been  at  least  a  struggle  between  the  Steward's  Office  on 
the  one  part,  and  the  Palaverium,  in  behalf  of  the  Family,  on 
the  other.  But  from  hence,  we  shall  find  nothing  but  com- 
pliments and  compliances,  profession,  profusion,  flummery, 
and  flattery,  on  the  one  part  and  on  the  other;  which  will 
probably  go  on  as  long  as  John  Bull  can  supply  the  occasion, 
and  administer  the  means,  for  their  mutual  complacency; 
except  the  Famil)  shall  raise  their  all-powerful  voice,  and  put 
a  stop  to  it.  It  requires  but  that  voice,  if  uttered  calmly, 
firmly,  and  unanimously,  effectually  to  arrest  this  all  over- 
whelming inundation,  and  to  say,  "  Hitherto  shalt  thou  come, 
and  no  further."     Vox  Populi,  vox  Dei. 

It  may  seem  strange  that  this  liruntwick  race  of  Stewards, 
coming  into  office  by  the  mere  partiality  of  the  Bull  Family 
for  their  Ueformadism,  and  with  so  little  claim  on  the  liberality 
of  that  Family,  should,  in  their  expence  and  demands  of  con- 
tribution, so  far  exceed  even  the  most  prodigal  of  the  former 
native  race  of  Stewards.  Ihis  paradox  may  probably  be  re- 
solved into  the  foreign  education  and  habits  of  the  two  first 
Stewards  of  this  race,  and  their  partiality  to  their  native  coun- 
try and  connections  ;  and  hence  a  constant  propensity  to  sacri- 
fice the  prosperity,  and  lavish  the  property,  of  the  Bull  Family 
and  Manor  upon  those  foreign,  but  with  them  far  more  imme- 
diate and  important  interests  and  connections.  I  he  former 
Stewards,  however  profligate  in  their  characters,  or  arbitrary 
jn  their  principles,  felt  themselves  still  natives  of  the  Manor, 
and  were  conscious  of  a  natural  identity  with  the  Family; 
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while  the  new  race,  with  their  foreign  affinities,  and  their 
Terrafirmal  ideas  of  Stewardship,  might  very  naturally  consider 
the  Manor,  the  people,  and  all  upon  it,  as  a  lucky  accession 
of  fortune ;  which  they  had  a  right  to  turn  to  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage to  themselves,  their  family,  and  connections.   And  what 
might  greatly  contribute  to  render  these  conceptions  permanent, 
was,  that  this  first  Agricol,  and  also  his  Son  and  Successor,  who 
together  held  the  Stewardship  near  fifty  years,were  both  far  ad- 
vanced in  life,  had  families,  and  all  their  habits  were  formed,  and 
fixed,  before  their  accession.    And  what  might  tend  still  further 
to  keep  up  these  selfish  foreign  conceptions  and  habits,  is,  that 
the  Family  have  always  intermarried  back  into  their  own  stock, 
and  Terrafirmal  connections;  but  all  this  on   the  part  of  the 
Steward  may  be  perfectly  natural  ;    it  is  the  patient  acquies- 
cence  of    the     Bullcaledon    Family    that    makes    the    mys- 
tery.   That  the  Family  itself  which  is  sacrificed  ;  and  espe- 
cially that  Mrs.  Bull,  who  holds  the  purse,  should  submit,  and 
comply  with  this  gross  and  ruinous  imposition  and  prolusion 
is  surely  a   thing  most   unaccountable.      But    this    seeming 
mystery  must,  we  suppose,  be  resolved  into  what  we  have 
already  said,  that  the  good  lady  is  no  longer  mistress  of  her 
own  house.     And  in  consequence  of  that  infamous  commerce 
of  prostitution  carried  on  between  the  Steward's  Office  and 
her  Iloushold,  a  set  of  prostitutes,  pimps  and  pandars,  sup- 
ported by  the  influence  and  profusion  of  the  Steward's  Agents, 
have  gotten  herself,  her  house,  and  all   her  affairs,  into  their 
hands ;  and  Mrs.  Bull  is  now  in  fact  little  more  than  a  name, 
or  cypher,  in  her  own  family.      And  with  what  frugality,  and 
integrity,   John    Bull's  property   is   likely  to   be   managed   in 
such  hands,  ma\  be  easily  estimated   from   the  known  honor 
and  conscience  of  such  characters  ! 

The  party  who  had  now  got  the  New  Steward  into  their 
hands  were  nominally  the  Winners;  and  in  the  natural  anti- 
pathy of  parties,  their  first  object  was  revenge  on  their  oppo- 
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nents  and  predecessors.  And  to  render  them  the  more  ob- 
noxious to  the  present  possessor,  among  many  other  malver- 
sations, they  accused  them  of  a  fixed  design  to  set  aside  the 
settlement  in  his  family,  and  to  restore  Young  Yagob  and 
the  direct  line.  And  could  they  have  succeeded  to  their  wish, 
they  would  no  doubt  have  brought  many  of  their  antagonists 
to  the  gallows.  Some  of  the  most  obnoxious  took  care  to 
make  their  escape  in  time ;  and  others,  after  long  danger  and 
durance,  were  saved  by  the  interposition  of  impartial  friends, 
and  the  moderation  of  Agricol  himself;  who,  it  must  be  ac- 
knowledged, had  very  wisely,  and  very  naturally,  more  relish 
for  the  wealth,  than  for  the  blood,  of  the  Bull  Family. 

Yet  such  was  the  unwise  partiality  of  the  Steward  for  the 
one  party,  and  so  entirely  had  he  thrown  himself  into  their 
hands,  that  out  of  mere  resentment  of  this  so  palpable  par- 
tiality, a  real  design  was  formed  by  a  few,  and  secretly  encou- 
raged by  not  a  few,  to  restore  Young  Y  agob.  In  pursuance 
of  this  design,  Yagob,  in  concert  with  his  partizans  on  both 
Manors,  actually  made  an  entry  upon  the  Caledonian  Manor, 
and  even  began  some  law  proceedings ;  but  was  soon  Cast,  non- 
suited, and  fain  to  escape  with  safety  of  life  and  limb;  which 
was  better  fortune  than  fell  to  the  share  of  many  of  his  friends 
and  supporters;  a  great  number  of  whom  atoned  for  their 
folly  with  their  ears,  and  some  with  their  heads. 

At  the  time  this  attempt  took  place,  it  was  deservedly  con- 
sidered as  a  rash  ill-j.i(iged  and  unjustifiable  enterprise,  on 
the  part  of  those  of  the  Bull  and  Caledon  Families  who  en- 
gaged in  it ;  for  the  inc  rrigible  character  of  the  Yagob  Family 
was  well  known,  and  Agricol  had  yet  done  nothing  to  forfeit 
the  confidence  of  the  family  or  folk  on  the  Manor;  his  un- 
wise partiality  to  one  party,  and  intermeddling  in  the  choosing 
of  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold  Office,  being  imputable  rather  to 
those  into  whose  hands  he  had  fallen,  than  either  to  any  ill 
design,  or  ill  disposition,  of  his  own  ;    and  the  failure  of  the 
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undertaking  at  the  time  it  took  place  gave  very  general  satis- 
faction. But  whether  at  this  time  John  Bull  has  reason  to 
congratulate  himself  upon  it,  may  perhaps  be  thought  a  point 
somewhat  more  equivocal :  for  such  is  the  contemptible 
folly  and  weakness ;  such  the  incorrigible  obstinacy  and 
bigotry  of  that  infatuated  Family  towards  Peterkinism,  that  in 
all  probability  had  the  attempt  succeeded,  it  would  soon  have 
proved  its  own  antidote ;  and  by  exciting  the  indignation  and 
resentment  of  the  Family  would  have  roused  it  once  more  to 
have  vindicated  itself  by  again  expelling  them  from  the 
Stewardship  and  Manor  for  ever.  But  such  is  the  slow, 
silent- working,  unsuspected  effect  of  this  poison  of  seduction, 
at  present  so  profusely  administered,  that  it  awakes  no  suspi- 
cion, provokes  no  resentment,  excites  no  alarm  :  even  now, 
when  by  unbounded  prostitution  it  has  infected  almost 
the  whole  Family  with  this  loathsome  disease,  and  turned 
Mrs.  Bull's  Office  into  a  lazai  house  of  incurables ;  still  it  is 
scarce  permitted  to  say  that  the  malady  exists.  And  even 
those  who  are  in  the  most  disgusting  state  of  putrefaction,  and 
rotting  alive  in  their  own  corruption,  will  scarcely  allow  either 
themselves  to  be  tainted,  or  the  disease  to  be  contagious  or 
dangerous.  Yet  such  is  the  present  desperate  state  of  the 
Family,  that  many  believe  it  to  be  past  all  cure. 

In  this  deplorable  state  of  the  Bull  Family,  if  there  be  any 
hope,  it  is  this — that  th  in  the  chief  Branches  of  the 

Family,  where  the  disease  has  been  pampered  and  encouraged 
by  hot  stimuli,  and  high  living,  it  is  believed  to  be  almost 
universal  and  irrecoverable ;  yet  the  middling  and  more  tem- 
perate part  of  the  Family  may  still  be  sound ;  and  it  is 
asserted  that  John  Bull  himself  is  yet  uninfected:  and 
though  he  has  of  late  been  jostled  out  of  sight  by  some  ambi- 
tious prodigal  upstarts  of  his  Family;  who  have  devoured  his 
wealth  with  harlots,  and  wasted  his  substance  with  riotous 
living ;    and    colleaguing   with    the    Steward's    Ofiice    have 
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brought  him  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin  and  bankruptcy  ;  yet  it 
is  said  the  Old  Gentleman  is  still  in  good  health  and  vigour, 
and  declares  that  he  will  still  be  himself,  and  shew  that  he  is 
Master  of  his  own  House,  and  Lord  of  his  own  Manor.  This 
point  indeed  seems  to  be  now  at  issue  between  John  Bull, 
supported  by  the  sane  and  sound  part  of  his  family,  and  the 
Steward's  Agents  supported  by  the  profligate  and  infected 
part;  and  as  the  event  shall  prove,  the  fate  of  this  antient  and 
renowned  House  and  Family  will  be  determined.  Jf  the 
sound  part  of  the  Family  prevail,  and  John  Bull  can  be  again 
restored  to  the  disposal  of  his  own  House  and  Manor,  and 
can  put  a  stop  to  that  adulterous  commerce  between  the 
Steward's  Office  and  his  Wife's  Domestics,  from  which  the 
whole  mischief  has  sprung,  the  Family  mav  yet  recover  its 
health  and  vigour,  and  restore  its  ruined  affairs  :  but  should 
the  infected  part  prevail,  it  is  all  over  with  John  Bull.  The 
wretched  remains  of  the  Family  can  only  be  consigned  as  in- 
curables to  pesthouses  and  lazerettos,  to  corrupt,  and  fester 
into  complete  putrefaction :  or,  perhaps,  some  of  the 
sounder  branches  of  t  <  Family  may  betake  themselves,  with 
what  part  of  their  property  they  can  save  from  the  insatiable 
grasp  of  the  Steward'-  O  :  ce,  lo  he  great  Columbian  Manor  ; 
where  some  slips  of  the  Family  having  be  n  long  transplant- 
ed, have  deservedly  vindicated  themselves  from  the  enervating 
grasp,  and  all  devouring  fangs  of  the  Steward's  Office  and 
Agents  ;  and  are  become  a  separate  and  independant  Family. 
Under  a  more  free  and  liberal  economy,  these  Branches  have 
thriven,  and  prospered  to  an  astonishing  degree,  and  promise 
even  to  excel  the  parent  stock, 
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Chap.   III. 

Contents. — The  Stewardship  of  Agricol  continued. — Agricol's  admission 
to  the  Stewardship  founded  ou  an  express  Deed  and  Contract  under 
many  necessary  and  essential  Limitations  and  Restrictions. — A  List 
of  the  chief  Restrictions. — A  most  essential  Law  of  the  Manor — that 
Mrs.  Bull's  Office  should  be  re-chosen  once  in  three  years — but 
Agricol  and  his  Agents  persuade  them  to  Vote  themselves  for  Seven 
years  instead  of  Three — which  is  done — without  even  consulting 
John  Bull  or  the  Family.  The  whole  Limitations  and  Restrictions 
laid  upon  Agricol  swept  away  by  another  Vote  of  these  faithful  Dele- 
gates ! 

IN  OW  for  the  Economy  of  the  New  Steward  and  his  Agents. 
This  Agricol,  as  we  have  said,  had  been  born  and  educated 
on  Terratirm  ;  and  there  lie  had  conducted  the  affairs  of  a 
small  Manor,  or  Farm,  which,  according  to  the  practice  of 
that  district  of  the  country,  he  considered  as  his  own.  And 
though  he  knew  that  the  customs,  maxims,  and  practices  of 
the  Bull  Family  and  Manor  of  Great  Alhion  were  very  diffe- 
rent ;  and  had  engaged  to  conduct  their  affairs  according  to 
their  own  laws  and  customs ;  yet  was  it  almost  impossible  for 
him  to  divest  himself  of  ideas  and  habits  become  so  natural 
to  him,  and  confirmed  by  the  universal  practice  of  all  Manors 
and  Stewards  with  whom  he  had  ever  had  any  connection.  It 
is  true  he  understood  that  the  economy  and  practices  of  the 
Albion  Manor  were  peculiar,  and  that  he  was  expected  to 
have  some  regard  to  them  ;  but  that  the  Manor  itself,  with 
the  folk  upon  it,  were  not  now  become  his,  and  the  economy 
of  it  at  his  disposal,  was  an  idea  he  could  with  difficulty  con- 
ceive, or  admit. 

But  to  obviate  the  danger  that  might  arise  from  this  intro- 
duction  of  a  foreign  Steward,  bred  in  maxims  and  principles 
*o  entirely  different  from  those  of  the  Albion  Manor  and 
Family,   the  Deed   of  Settlement  was  preceded  by  certain 
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very  necessary  and  express  Limitations  and  Restrictions,  which 
it  was  thought  were  a  full  security  against  all  danger :  and 
these  Restrictions  were  enacted  by  the  same  solemn  sanction 
upon  which  the  Settlement  itself  rested  ;  and  were  indeed  an 
essential  part  of  that  Settlement. 

Of  these  Restrictions,  the  following  were  the  chief  and 
most  important: — 1.  That  John  Bull,  his  Family,  and  the 
folk  on  the  Manor  should,  on  no  pretence,  be  put  to  any 
charge,  ex  pence,  or  trouble,  in  any  law  proceedings,  disputes, 
or  quarrels  whatsoever  which  related  to  any  foreign  Manor, 
or  Estates  in  which  the  Steward  might  be  personally  con- 
cerned ;  nor  be  at  all  implicated  in  any  affairs,  connections, 
or  engagements  of  the  Steward's,  which  did  not  immediately 
concern  the  Bull  Manor  and  Family,  except  with  the  consent 
of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office. 

2.  That  the  Steward  for  the  time  being  should,  on  no  pre- 
tence whatever,  leave  the  Manor  and  repair  to  Terrafirm, 
without  the  consent  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office. 

3.  That  no  person,  who  was  not  born  on  the  Manor,  or 
did  not  belong  to  the  Bull  Caledon  or  Blunt  Families,  nor 
any  others  in  trust  for  them,  should  be  capable  of  holding  any 
office,  place,  or  appointment  under  the  Steward,  on  any  of 
these  M  anors ;  or  of  any  grant  of  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi- 
taments on  the  Manors. 

4.  That  no  person  holding  any  place  or  appointment  in 
the  Steward's  Office,  or  under  the  Steward,  should  be  capa- 
ble of  holding  a  seat  in  the  Lower  Chamber  of  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office. 

The  great  importance  of  these  articles,  especially  of  the 
first  and  last,  may  be  conceived  from  the  miserable  effects 
that  have  followed,  from  the  entire  disregard  of  them.  But, 
indeed,  the  reference  in  most  of  them  to  the  consent  of  Mrs. 
Bull's  Office — was,  and  has  continued  to  be,  from  the  acces- 
sion of  that  Family  to  the  present  time,  equivalent  to  a  full 
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repeal  of  the  whole.  The  least  intimation  of  the  will,  or 
wish,  of  the  Steward  being  nOw  certain  to  command  the 
eager  consent,  and  emulous  compliance  of  that  colluvies  of 
purchased  and  paid  prostitutes. 

The  above  Limitations  and  Restrictions,  together  with  a 
standing  Law  of  the  Manor  formerly  mentioned, — that  Mrs. 
Bull's  Houshold  Office  should  be  chosen  anew  every  three 
years,  were,  no  doubt,  thought  sufficient  security  against 
any  danger  that  could  be  apprehended  from  the  prepossessions 
of  the  Steward,  or  the  complaisance  of  those  he  had  asso- 
ciated to  him  :  but  all  this  was  binding  Samson  with  a  cob- 
web. All  these  obstacles  were  nothing  in  the  way  of  such 
determined  leaders  as  Agricol  had  got  at  the  head  of  his 
corps  :  by  their  subservient  Palaverium,  which  we  observed 
they  had  found  the  means  to  procure  the  whole,  with  every 
other  security  that  John  Bull  had,  or  could  have,  for  his  per- 
son, estate,  property,  or  privilege  of  any  kind,  were  puffed 
away  with  one  blast  of  the  breath  of  their  mouths. 

Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  with  the  consent  of  the  Steward,  as 
we  have  said,  for  the  time  they  were  chosen,  could  make  laws 
to  bind  the  inhabitants  of  the  Manor  in  all  eases  whatsoever. 
They  were  therefore  chosen  but  for  three  years  at  the  longest : 
and  if  they  attempted  any  thing  contrary  to  the  interest,  or 
general  sense  of  the  family,  they  might  be  dismissed  at  any 
time,  and  turned  out  of  doors  by  the  Steward,  at  the  desire  of 
the  family  and  folk  on  the  Manor.  But  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  their  existence  and  authority  expired  of  itself  by  the 
inviolable  laws  of  the  Manor :  thus  no  very  lasting  mischief 
could  be  incurred. 

But  the  present  Steward,  and  those  about  him,  being  sensi- 
ble that  they  had  got  together  a  set  so  perfectly  to  their  pur- 
pose, and  on  whose  subserviency  they  could  so  entirely  de- 
pend ;  and  being  also  sensible,  that  they  were  deservedly 
loosing  the  confidence  of  the  family  and  folk  on  the  Manor — 
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when  the  time  of  dismission  approached, — dreading  to  trust 
to  a  new  choice, — they  ventured  upon  the  most  daring,  im- 
pudent, and  perfidious  attempt  that  ever  was  conceived  or 
perpetrated,  under  a  delegated  authority,  and  by  a  commis- 
sioned and  intrusted  body.  They  dared,  without  so  much  as 
consulting  John  Bull,  or  his  family,  on  whose  will  and  choice 
their  existence  and  power  entirely  depended — instead  of  three 
years,  to  vote  themselves  permanent  for  seven  years ! ! !  This 
step  was  first  devised  in  the  Steward's  Office,  and  from  thence 
proposed  to  their  tools  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  and  readily  ac- 
quiesced in. 

Had  the  Bull  Family  on  this  occasion  done  themselves' 
justice,  they  would  at  once  have  sent  Agi  icol  back  to  his  Ter- 
rafirmal  Farm  and  his  Agents  along  with  him  ;  or  *it  least 
have  made  those  Agents  incapable  of  ever  after  holding  place, 
office,  or  trust,  on  the  Manor  of  Great  Albion.  Instead  of 
which,  the  term  of  seven  years  has  been  allowed  to  continue 
ever  since  to  be  the  period  for  which  Mrs.  Bull's  Office  is 
chosen,  and  continued. 

This  act  of  unparalleled  presumption  was  in  fact,  assu- 
ming into  their  own  hands  at  once  the  whole  possession,  and 
disposal,  of  John  Bull's  person,  family,  manor,  and  every 
thing  that  could  be  ca  ed  property  ;  and  ousting  him  of  it 
for  ever.  For  if  they  could  vote  themselves  into  such  exist- 
ence and  power  one  day  beyond  that  which  terminated  their 
Constituted  existence  and  power,  they  might  do  it  for  ever. 
And  in  effect  it  is  the  same  thing  ;  for  what  has  been  once 
done  may  with  better  authority  be  done  again  whenever  there 
shall  be  occasion.  And  whoever  shall  live  half  the  period  we 
have  now  reached  from  this  last  attempt,  will,  1  may  venture 
to  say,  if  our  present  politics  be  persisted  in,  see  a  similar,  or 
more  desperate  expedient  recurred  to.  For  "  if  they  have 
done  this  thing  in  the  green  tree,  what  shall  be  done  in  the 
flry  r" — If  at  that  time,  on  the  coining  in  of  a  New  Steward, 
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by  more  indulgence,  they  dared  to  venture  upon  such  a  step,* 
now  that  the  whole  business  and  trade  of  prostitution  is  esta- 
blished, and  reduced  into  a  regular  system,  what  may  they 
not  attempt  r  It  could  surely  incur  much  less  imputation  of 
rashness  and  presumption,  now  to  determine  themselves  to 
be  perpetual,  and  all  vacancies  as  they  occur  to  be  filled  up 
by  the  nomination  and  appointment  of  the  Steward,  than  at 
that  time  to  do  what  they  did.  And  for  this  mode  of  choosing 
they  would  have  a  precedent  and  example  already  established, 
and  in  daily  practice  upon  the  foundation  of  the  same  assump- 
tion, in  the  appointment  of  the  Overseers  and  Inspectors  of 
John  Bull's  Mother's  Houshold  and  Family,  by  the  ridicu- 
lous farce  of  a  Conge  D' Elite — a  leave  to  choose  the  person 
alreadv  chosen  and  sent  to  them.  And  when  John  Bull  shall 
have  become  as  meek,  humble,  and  tractable  as  his  Spiritual 
Guides,  he  may  have  the  same  honor  of  a  Stewardical  choice 
of  his  Representatives  conferred  upon  him  ;  and  indeed,  in 
many  instances,  to  all  practical  ends  and  purposes  this  is 
already  the  case.  And  that  the  form,  or  farce,  of  choosing 
is  still  allowed  to  be  kept  up,  is,  because  from  the  number  of 
instances  in  which  the  Steward's  influence  appoints  the  mem- 
bers of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  and  from  the  ready  compliance 
the  least  intimation  of  the  Steward's  will  is  sure  to  meet  with, 
there  is  no  occasion  to  change  it :  these  Steward-chosen 
members,  with  the  influence  of  the  well-known  commerce  of 
prostitution  between  the  Steward's  Office  and  Mrs.  Bull's 
Houshold  being  always  sufficient  to  give  the  Steward  the 
full  command  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office.  But  though  thus,  in 
effect,  the  Steward  has  the  full  disposal  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office, 
there  might  yet  be  some  further  convenience  in  having  that 
power  formally  and  expressly  acknowledged ;  an  improve- 
ment at  which,  in  the  present  progress  of  things,  it  is  not  im- 
probable they  may  soon  arris  e. 
On  the  whole — when  it  is  considered  that  the  absolute  power 
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of  making  and  establishing  laws  and  customs,  and  of  disposing 
of  all  things  whatsoever  on  the  Manor,  lies  wholly  in  the  two 
Chambers  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office  with  the  consent  of  the 
Steward,  and  that  the  whole  security  of  the  Family  lay  in  the 
right  of  removing  their  delegates,  if  they  abused  their  trust,  at 
the  end  of  three  years — it  is  clear  that  the  moment  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office,  with  the  consent  of  the  Steward,  took  upon  themselves 
to  determine  the  time  of  their  own  continuance,  they  assumed 
to  themselves  the  sole  right  and  property,  and  absolute  dis- 
posal of  John  Bull,  his  family,  lands,  and  possessions  of  every 
kind :  and  hence,  perhaps,  a  more  perfidious  transaction , 
and  one  implying  more  important  consequences,  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  History  of  Manorial  Economy. 

It  is  true,  there  is,  in  nature  and  reason,  with  respect  to 
every  case  of  this  kind,  become  desperate,  a  last  resource, 
when  every  delegated  trust  returns  to  the  fountain  head  from 
whence  it  sprung,  the  whole  body  of  the  people  concerned  ; 
with  whom  it,  no  doubt,  at  all  times  ultimately  rests.  But 
this,  it  must  be  confessed,  is  often  a  dangerous  resource.  But 
even  this,  those  presumptuous  usurpers  will  scarcely  allow  ; 
but  will  hold  themselves  to  be  the  ultimate  source  of  all 
authority  and  power.  And  even  those  temporary  delegates 
will  not  allow  that  they  are  at  all  accountable,  individually, 
for  the  use  they  make  of  their  trust,  to  those  from  whom 
they  individually  receive  it ;  but  the  moment  you  have  chosen 
them  to  maintain  and  defend  your  rights  and  privileges,  they 
.spurn  at  the  idea  of  admonition  and  instruction  ;  and  hold  it 
indisputable,  that  they  have  a  right  to  bargain  for,  sell  and 
dispose  of  you,  and  all  the  rights  and  privileges  you  possess, 
at  their  own  pleasure  and  for  their  own  interest  and  advan- 
tage, for  the  whole  time  they  have  been  intrusted  with  them  ; 
and  conformable  to  the  example  just  recorded,  for  as  much 
longer  as  they  choose  to  assume  to  themselves. 

And  this  principle,  no  less  absurd    than  pernicious,  has 
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been  expressly  maintained  by  some  of  the  most  distinguished 
among  them.*  This  is,  no  doubt  the  reason  why  a  situation 
in  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold  Office,  which  honest  men  were 
formerly  paid  for  undertaking,  is  now  not  only  gratuitously 
undertaken,  and  eagerly  sought  after  at  great  expence ;  but 
even  purchased  with  large  sums  by  any  who  can  afford  to  pay 
for  it  ;  being  conscious  to  what  a  ready,  and  profitable 
market  they  can  always  carry  themselves  and  those  who  have 
intrusted  them.  At  a  certain  emporium  no  articlos  are  more 
marketable  than  honor  and  conscience.  A  well-known  Mem- 
ber of  this  Office  being  reproached  with  selling  his  Consti- 
tuents, very  ingenuously  replied — "  I  bought  them,  and  by 
G — d  I'll  sell  them."f  But  the  worst  of  all  is,  this  most 
traitorous  traffic,  in  which  John  Bull  and  all  his  interests  are 
thus  bought  and  sold,  is  wholly  carried  on  with  his  own 
money  on  both  sides. 

These  usurpers  having  thus  assumed  to  themselves  the 
power  of  doing  what  they  pleased,  all  the  Restrictions  and 
Limitations  mentioned  above,  under  which  the  Handover 
Settlement  took  place,  were  of  course  become  nothing.  In 
several  of  them  the  restraints  were  referred  to  the  consent  of 
Mrs.  Bull's  Office :  and  with  such  an  obsequious  office  as 
they  had  got,  this  was  certainly  sufficient  for  all  that  could  be 
desired.  But  what!  Shall  this  Great  Personage,  who  ha9 
already  the  disposal  of  John  Bull  and  all  that  belongs  to  him, 
condescend  to  ask,  or  consult  the  said  John  Bull,  how  he 
shall  dispose  of  himself?  Shall  he,  who  has  bought  an  As3 
in  the  market,  ask  that  Ass  to  what  work  he  shall  put  him  ? 
where  he  shall  ride  or  drive  him  ?  or,  whether  he  may  sell  him 
again  at  a  good  market?  Away  with  such  degrading  notions  ! 
You  belong  to  me,  and  I  will  dispose  of  you  ;    or,  in   the 

¥  The  late  Mr.  B — rke  in  particular. —  fret.  Com. 

t  The  celebrated  G — e  S — lw — n,  in — b — r  foi  L — g— rsh — 1. 

Prct.  Com. 
C  'I 
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language  of  the  above  Member — "  I  have  bought  you,  and 
by  G — d  I  will  sell  you,"  says  the  owner  of  the  Ass. 

In  conformity  with  such  a  noble  and  Steward-like  resolu- 
tion, the  whole  series  of  degrading  Restrictions  were  expressly 
swept  away  at  once,  by  another  vote  of  the  conscientious  con- 
federates ;  and  the  Steward  left  at  full  liberty,  not  only  to  go 
himself  where  he  pleased,  but  also  to  carry  John  Bull  and 
his  wealth  to  market,  wherever  he  could  make  them  turn  to 
the  best  account. 


Chap.   IV. 


Contents. — The  Stewardship  of  Agricol  continued. — The  wealth  of  the 
Bull  Family  most  shamefully  profused  on  Agricol's  Terrafirmal  inte- 
rests and  connections. — A  series  of  enormous  and  incredible  instance* 
of  this  profusion. 

Hie  alienus  ores  custos  bis  mulget  in  hora : 
Et  succus  pecori,  et  luc  subdueitur  agnis. 

A  HE  way  thus  cleared — began  a  scene  of  profusion,  extra- 
vagance, and  waste,  not  to  be  equalled  in  any  Manor  of  which 
the  records  are  extant ;  and  which  has  continued  increasing 
ever  since  to  the  present  day.  From  the  accession  of  the 
late  Giuliani,  and  the  consequent  commencement  of  Terra- 
firmal connections,  John  Bull  had  been,  by  means  of  his 
Stewards,  implicated  in  almost  every  lawsuit  and  quarrel, 
and  engaged  in  the  defence  of  almost  every  Estate  and  Manor, 
on  Terrafirm. 

But  nothing  less  than  a  particular  detail  can  give  any  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  barefaced  impositions  that  Mere  now  put 
upon  John  Bull ;  it  will,  therefore,  however   tedious,  be  ne- 
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cessary  to  enter  into  some  such  details.  Take  the  following. 
In  the  late  attempt  to  restore  Young  Yagob,  according  to  an 
agreement,  whereby  Nick  Frog  was  engaged  to  support 
Agricol  in  his  new  Stewardship,  a  band  of  nicks,  bailiffs,  and 
lawyers  were  sent  to  his  assistance ;  but  the  business  being 
over  before  their  arrival,  they  were  immediately  sent  back 
again.  I  low  much,  then,  must  John  Bull  be  surprised  to 
find,  among  the  first  articles  of  his  annual  expences,  a  charge 
of  oC'24,000  for  certain  bailiffs,  bullies,  and  lawyers,  said  to 
be  hired  from  Agricol's  Farm  on  Terrarirm,  in  aid,  &c.  There 
were  still  some  honest  men  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  where  the 
accounts  were  to  be  passed,  who  could  not  without  astonish- 
ment and  indignation  hear  of  such  an  unjust  and  impudent 
demand.  It  was  well  known  that  Nick  was,  by  engagement, 
obliged  to  send  this  assistance,  and  that  John  Bull  was 
equally  engaged  to  send  him  a  proportionate  aid  when  it 
should  be  wanted ;  as  he  had  already  on  many  occasions 
done.  And  if  it  was  necessary  in  the  mean  time  that  others 
should  be  found  to  supply  their  place,  it  was  no  doubt  Nick 
Frog's  concern  to  provide  and  pay  them.  But  the  truth  is, 
Nick  had,  at  this  time,  no  occasion  for  such ;  having  no 
quarrel  nor  lawsuit  in  hand,  nor  in  the  least  danger  of  having 
any.  In  short,  it  was  found  that  really  not  a  man  had  ever 
been  engaged  employed,  or  paid  for,  on  the  occasion;  nor 
was  Nick  Frog  at  all  concerned  in  the  matter.  It  was  a 
mere  impudent  pretence  to  extort  money  from  John  Bull, 
and  to  throw  it  into  the  hands  of  Agricol  and  his  Terrafirmal 
connections.  W  hen  it  was  urged  that  no  such  people  had 
been  engaged,  or  employed ;  it  was  with  incredible  assurance 
replied,  that  it  was  agreed  by  the  Steward  and  his  Agents 
that  they  should  be  paid  for,  whether  they  were  engaged  and 
employed  or  not.  And  wh«n  a  sight  of  this  agreement  was 
demanded,  it  was  voted — that  this  would  be  too  much  conde- 
scension in  the  Steward}  and  a  complaisance  to  which  John 
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Bull  was  not  entitled  :  and  however  incredible  it  may  seem, 
the  whole  of  this  impudent  charge  was  voted  by  these  self- 
cOnstituted  delegates,  and  paid  out  of  John  Bull's  pocket; 
into  whose  pockets  it  went,  may  be  divined  without  the  pene- 
tration of  a  conjurer.  Poor  John  Bull!  Thou  hast  drove 
thy  Hogs  to  a  poor  market — or  rather,  thy  Hogs  have  driven 
thee  to  a  good  one.* 

About  the  same  time,  in  the  course  of  quarrelling  and  law- 
suits between  Fadd  Denn  and  Carly  Swadd,  two  petty  Squires 
on  the  outskirts  of  Terratirm,  a  couple  of  famis,  parks,  or 
paddocks,  called  Beaside  and  Greenglen  belonging  to  Carly, 
lying  near  to  a  corner  of  Agricol's  Terratiruial  Farm,  had  been 
seized  upon  by  Fadd;  but  being  doubtful  v\hether  he  should 
be  able  to  keep  them  himself,  it  was  thought  an  excellent  de- 
vice to  sell,  and  make  conveyance  of  them  to  Agricol,  to  whom 
they  were  an  exceeding  desirable  acquisition.  It  is  true 
Agricol  was  of  himself  less  able  to  keep  them  than  Fadd ; 
but  by  committing  the  weight  and  the  wealth  of  John  Bull  in 
the  question,  he  knew  he  could  set  Carly  at  defiance.  Ac- 
cordingly a  bargain  was  struck  and  a  conveyance  made,  and 
Agricol  put  in  possession  of  the  premises  This  could  not 
but  excite  the  highest  resentment  in  Carly  Snadd;  and  in 
order  to  be  levenged,  he  entered  into  a  combination  with 
Young  Yagob  to  restore  him  to  the  possession  of  the  Stew- 
ardship and  Manor  of  Great  Albion.  But  this  design  being 
timely  discovered,  was  happily  frustrated  before  the  attempt 
was  begun.  However,  a  lawsuit  between  Carly  and  Agricol 
was  unavoidable  ;  and  Agricol  was  determined  to  implicate 
John  Bull  in  the  quarrel,  and  to  carry  it  on  entirely  at  his 
expence ;  though  this  was  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  most 
important,  and  indeed  the  most  necessary,  article  of  the  Set- 
tlement under  which  Agricol  had  been  admitted  to  the  Stew- 
ardship, viz.  "  That  John  Bull  should,  on  no  account,  be  im- 

*  Bremen  and  Verden. — Fret.  Com. 
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plicated  in  any  quarrel,  lawsuit,  or  expence  whatever,  that 
regarded  Agricol's  Terrafnmal  possessions  or  connections." 

But  in  order  to  avoid  a  direct  avowal  of  his  designs,  a 
Message  was  only  sent  to  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  intimating — 
that  as  '  e  Stewar  was  above  all  things  desirous,  not 
onlv  to  frustrate  Carlv's  present  design  of  restoring  Ya«»ob. 
but  to  secure  John  Bull  and  his  Manor  from  all  future  ill 
designs,  he  hoped  Mrs.  Bull  would  pledge  herself  to  fulfil  all 
engagements,  and  defray  all  expences,  that  he  might  think  fit  to 
enter  into.  This  proposal  of  an  unlimited  engagement  was 
something  more  than  the  most  presumptuous  of  John's  native 
Stewards  had  ever  ventured  upon  ;  and  raised  no  little  com- 
bustion in  Mrs.  Bull's  Office.  The  usual  mode  of  applying 
for  money  was  to  give  in  to  Mrs.  Bull's  Office  a  List  of  the 
several  Articles,  with  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expence. 
If  afterwards  the  expence  was  found  to  exceed  the  estimate, 
it  was  allowed  for  at  the  next  audit:  if  the  sum  voted  ex- 
ceeded the  expence,  the  overplus  was  accounted  for  at  the 
next  Settlement. 

Such  an  unprecedented  proposal  was,  with  much  candor, 
and  some  justice,  imputed  to  the  Steward's  being  a  stranger 
to  the  customs  of  the  Manor,  and  to  the  influence  of  Terra- 
firmal  counsels  in  his  office.  And  one  Shipken,  a  genuine 
Son  of  John  Bull,  observed  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  that  it 
was  a  great  misfortune  that  the  Steward  was  a  stranger  to  the 
customs  of  the  Manor,  and  the  language  of  the  folk  upon  it ; 
and  that  the  message  and  the  speech  with  which  it  was  accom- 
panied, were  rather  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  AgricoPs 
Terrafirmal  barm  than  that  of  the  Manor  of  Great  Albion. 
For  which  very  just,  and  appropriate  observation,  he  was  by 
kis  sycophant  associates  voted  a  libeller,  and  sent  to  prison  in 
the  keep  of  the  Steward's  (Jreat  Castle:  and  in  spite  of  all 
opposition,  and  in  defiance  of  all  reason,  justice,  and  honesty, 
the  message  was  complied  with. 
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This  point,  however,  being  carried  by  only  four  votes,  the 
Steward's  cabal  found  they  stood  upon  very  ticklish  ground ; 
but  instead  of  retreating,  they  thought  to  chastise  their  oppo- 
nents into  submission  by  shewing  their  resentment  against 
those  who  did  not  with  sufficient  zeal  support  the  Steward's 
will  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Office;  particularly  one  Townsend,  who 
held  the  place  of  Deputy  Steward  on  the  Manor  of  Oreen- 
erin,  and  was  supposed  to  have  great  weight  in  that  office, 
was  that  very  night  discharged  from  his  place.  Hut  the 
Steward's  partisans  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  better  acqrainted 
with  the  character  of  the  Bull  Family  than  he  himself  could 
be,  satisfied  with  having  carried  their  point  of  unlimited  credit, 
and  sufficiently  shown  their  resentment;  fearing  to  proceed 
too  fast,  they  condescended,  next  day,  by  a  second  vote  of 
their  own  proposing,  to  limit  the  present  demand  to  ,£250,000, 
to  be  at  the  Steward's  disposal. 

After  a  good  deal  of  brawling,  and  sparring,  and  expence 
at  law  on  both  sides,  between  Agricol  and  Carly  Swadd,  the 
latter,  who  was  constantly  engaged  in  quarrels  with  some  of 
his  neighbors,  happening  to  have  his  brains  knocked  out  in 
the  midst  of  his  bullies,  by  a  random  stone  thrown  at  him, 
the  Manor  of  Swaddland  fell  to  his  sister  Urtica  Elmos;  be- 
tween whom,  and  Agricol,  a  compromise  soon  took  place  ou 
the  following  terms : —  hat  the  Lord  of  Swaddiand  should,  in 
favour  of  Agricol  as  Lord  of  Handover,  resign  all  right  and 
claim  to  the  two  Farms  of  Breaside  and  Greengleu  in  full 
seniority  and  fee  simple  for  ever;  and  that  Agricol  should 
pay  all  the  debts  of  the  former  proprietors ;  and  further  pay 
to  Mrs.  Urtica  the  .sum  of  1,000,000  rix  dollars  for  the  pur- 
chase money  of   he  harms. 

All  this  may  seem  very  well,  and  what  John  Bull  had  no 
concern  in  ;  but  mark  the  issue.  Though  these  two  Farms 
had  little  more  connection  with  John  Bull's  Manor  than' with 
that  of  the  man  in  the  moon,  it  was  found,  that  it  would  be 
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infinitely  for  John's  advantage  that  they  should  belong  to 
.Agricol  rather  than  Urtica ;  and  therefore  John  must  pay  the 
purchase  money  and  all  Agricol's  expences  in  obtaining  them 
out  of  his  own  pocket;  whuh  his  frugal  and  honest  Agents 
actually  did  with  the  greatest  complacency  and  readiness. 

Thus,  by  this  transaction,  John  Bull,  though  secured  from 
all  implication  in,  and  expence  from  Agricol's  Terrafirmal 
engagements  or  connections,  by  the  very  instrument  on  which 
his  possession  of  the  Stewardship  rested,  paid  c£25O,0OO 
under  pretence  of  expences  of  a  lawsuit  undertaken  in  his 
behalf,  which  was  soon  compromised;  and  1,000,000  of 
dollars  more,  to  pay  the  purchase  of  an  addition  to  his  Estate  : 
and  all  this  before  he  was  well  settled  in  the  Stewardship. 
And  as  a  further  consequence  of  this  compromise,  John  Bull 
was  now  directly  involved  in  all  Terrafirmal  engagements  and 
connections  between  Agricol  and  Urtica  :  for  it  was  an  ex- 
press condition"  of  the  compromise,  that  Agricol  did  pledge 
in  full  all  the  resources,  both  of  the  Manor  of  Great  Albion, 
and  the  Handover  Estate,  for  the  fulfilling  of  this  compro- 
mise, and  all  engagements  that  did  subsist,  or  had  formerly 
subsisted,  between  him  as  Lord  of  Handover,  and  the  Senio- 
rity of  Swaddland.  And  particularly,  if  Swadd  was  engaged  iu 
any  quarrels  or  lawsuits,  Agricol  was,  at  his  own  expence, 
that  is,  at  John  Bull's,  to  find  him  money,  lawyers,  bailiffs, 
and  bullies,  to  maintain  his  cause  without  stint. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  article,  Urtica,  or  her  Husband, 
to  whom  she  had  consigned  her  right,  soon  got  into  a  quarrel 
with  her  neighbour  Peter  Tzar.  As  the  Swaddland  Manor  is 
in  great  part  bounded  by  v\ater,  Agricol  immediately  sent  for 
her  protection  all  John  Bull's  boats,  barues,  and  watermen, 
known  to  be  the  boldest  and  best  in  the  world.  And  not 
content  with  this,  he  also  agreed  to  pay  her,  out  of  John 
Bull's  pocket,  ,£72,000  a  year  to  discharge  her  law  expences: 
and  all  this  was  the  consequence  of  the  annexation  of  Breaside 
and  Greenglen  to  Agricol's  Terrafirmal  Estate. 
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But  besides  this,  as  Agricol's  Estate  on  Terrafirm  lay  in 
the  midst  of  a  number  of  Manors  and  Estates  mostly  belong- 
ing to  a  parcel  of  poor  petty  Squires,  but  all  as  proud  and 
insolent  as  the  greatest  landlord  in  the  country  ;  hence  it  was 
exposed  to  frequent  trespasses  and  encroachments  on  every 
side.  And  for  its  protection  and  security,  in  spite  of  every 
precaution  that  had  been  so  necessarily  taken  in  the  Deed  of 
Settlement,  Agricol  made  it  a  point  to  pledge  all  the  influence, 
credit,  and  wealth,  of  John  Bull  and  the  Manor  of  Great 
Albion.  In  consequence,  John  was  implicated  in  all  the 
quarrels  and  disputes  of  almost  every  Landlord  on  Terrafirm  ; 
and  was  become  the  guardian  and  guarantee  of  every  Estate 
and  Manor  in  the  country  ;  with  scarce  any  of  which,  from 
his  own  insulated  situation,  he  had  any  natural  interest  or 
connection.  In  short,  under  pretence  of  preventing  quarrels 
and  lawsuits,  Agricol  had  undertaken  so  to  adjust  and  hallance 
the  various  claims  and  pretensions  of  all  the  different  Land- 
holder m  the  neighbourhood,  that  perfect  peace  and  harmony 
should  be  preserved  through  the  whole  of  Terrafirm  and  its 
precincts.  1  he  only  effect  of  « Inch  engagement  was,  not  to 
lessen  quarrels  and  lawsuits  ;  but  that  John  Bull  was  unavoid- 
ably engaged  in  and  on  one  side  or  other,  generally  bore  the 
greatest  part  of  the  expence  of  every  lawsuit  on  Terrafirm. 
While  Agricol  himself,  without  drawing  one  penny  from  his 
own  Estate,  was,  from  a  petty  Country  Squire  become  a  per- 
son of  the  greatest  weight  and  influence  in  the  whole  country 
round. 

It  would  seem,  and  I  believe  it  was  really  the  case,  that 
not  only  was  every  occasion  that  occurred  of  lavishing 
John  Bull's  money  upon  Agricol's  connections  on  Terrafirm 
eagerly  seized,  but  such  occasions  were,  at  least  by  his  Terra- 
tirmal  advisers,  industriously  sought  alter.  \\  huh  was  done 
from  this  consideration  ;  that  by  such  profusion,  not  only 
would  those  who  received  the,se  vast  sums  be  careful  not  to 
encroach  upon   Agricol's   Farm   themselves,  but  they  were 
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also  thereby  engaged  to  prevent  the  encroachments  and  tres- 
passes of  others.  Of  these  voluntary,  or  rather  sought  after 
instances  of  profusion,  we  shall  here  set  clown  a  few  that 
would  be  thought  altogether  incredible,  wt  re  not  the  most 
authentic  vouclrers  for  them  still  in  existence. 

Though,  at  the  lime  we  are  speaking  of,  John  Bull  was  in 
perfect  peace  with  all  his  neighbors,  and  had  no  quarrels  nor 
lawsuits  on  his  hand  ;  yet,  beside  all  the  lavishing  already 
mentioned  of  John's  money  upon  Swadd  for  the  purchase  of 
Breaside  and  Greeng.en,  and  the  expence  of  the  lawsuit  with 
Tzar  ;  Agricol,  by  a  secret  arrangement  had  pledged  John 
Bull  to  pay  the  same  Swadd  c£50,000  a  year  for  three  years 
to  come.  Tor  this  consideration  Swadd  was  engaged  to  keep 
up  for  Agricol's  use  some  scores  of  lawyers,  bailiffs,  and 
bullies  ;  and  besides  the  £50,000  a  year,  Agricol  was  to  pay 
them  at  the  usual  rate  of  lawyer's  fees  whenever  he  had  occa- 
sion to  employ  them.  Now  what  was  all  this  for,  but  a  fur- 
ther pretence  to  gratify  Swadd  at  John  Bull's  expence  for 
the  resignation  of  Breaside  and  Greenglen  to  Agricol,  and  to 
prevent  all  wish  and  endeavours  to  recover  them  ;  for  with  all 
this  John  Bull  had  not  the  remotest  interest  or  connection. 

Take  another  instance  At  the  same  time  with  the  above, 
and  for  the  same  purposes,  Agricol  also  entered  into  another 
agreement,  and  at  John  Bull's  expence  with  the  larm-gieeve 
of  Hascastle,  a  kinsman  and  neighbour  to  his  Handover 
Farm,  to  keep  up  tor  him  some  hundreds  more  of  lawyers, 
bailiffs,  and  bul'ies.  But  as  this  Farm-greeve  had  not  at  his 
commaii  so  ni.ny  ready  brought  up  to  the  business,  .Agricol 
agreed  to  pas  Inm  i.  25  000  before-hand  for  procuring  and 
training  them  to  then  irade.  Besides  which,  Mass  was  to  re- 
ceive for  them  the  usual  fee  and  maintenance  of  men  of  the 
law  whenever  they  were  employed,  with  a  further  gratuity  to 
himself,  called  a  Retainer*  according  to  a  prescribed  custom. 

*  A  Subsidy. — Prtt.  Cvm, 
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As  it  was  supposed  these  would  tend  to  awe  and  keep  quiet 
and  in  good  order  the  landlords  on  Terrafirm  in  general, 
Agricol  endeavoured  to  persuade  Lewis  Baboon,  whose  Manor 
of  Frankland  was  almost  surrounded  by  the  farms  and  manors 
of  these  landlords,  to  join  with  him  in  the  expence  of  such 
agreements  and  retainers.  But  Lewis  knew  better  ;  for  had 
he  been  concerned,  the  money  must  have  come  from  what 
would  otherwise  have  gone  into  his  own  pocket :  Agricol  only 
found  from  it  a  pretence  for  drawing  more  profusely  out  of 
John  Bull's  pocket.  Yet  of  all  persons  in  the  world,  John 
Bull  was  the  least  concerned  in  the  pretended  object  of  those 
arrangements.  The  good  or  ill  order,  the  friendship  or 
-enmity,  of  these  Terrafirmal  lawyers  and  landlords  being  to 
him  of  little  or  no  concern  at  all.  For  had  they  all,  Lewis 
Baboon  excepted,  laid  their  heads  together,  and  combined 
all  their  art  and  power  to  do  him  a  mischief,  they  could  not 
have  hurt  a  hair  of  his  head,  set  a  foot  on  his  Manor,  nor 
alarmed  the  most  timid  individual  of  Ins  family  :  surrounded 
as  they  are  with  waters,  and  protected  by  their  known  invin- 
cible wooden  walls  and  the  iutrepid  spirit  of  their  water- 
crafts  men. 

In  fact,  all  the  above  nominal  agreements  were  nothing 
more  than  a  colour,  or  cloke,  under  which  to  draw  money  from 
John  Bull,  and  diffuse  it  among  Agricol's  kindred  and  con- 
nections on  Terrafirm,  and  to  secure  and  enrich  his  Handover 
Estate,  where  gold  and  silver,  which  were  scarce  to  be  seen 
before,  began  now  to  flow  in  copious  streams.  For  though, 
for  the  most  part,  those  lawyers,  bailiffs  and  bullies,  were 
never  provided  nor  wanted  ;  vet,  was  the  money  sure  to  be 
levied  on  John.  And  if  on  any  occasion  the  stipulated  aid 
happened  really  to  be  called  for,  generally  some  excuse  for 
not  sending  it  was  found  and  accepted.  So  that  such  transac- 
tions were  in  general  a  mere  pretence  for  lavishing  the  money 
of  the  Bull  Family  on  Agricol's  Terrafirmal  connections.   For 
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as  in  the  instance  mentioned  above,  all  estimates  against 
John  Bull  were  paid,  though  the  articles  for  which  they 
were  charged  confessedly  never  existed. 

Immediately  upon  the  back  of  all  this,  another  almost  in- 
credible demand  was  made  upon  poor  Bull. — Besides  all  ex- 
pences  of  the  Bull  Family  and  Manor,  such  as  have  been 
mentioned,  the  Steward  had  a  fixed  allowance  for  the  expences 
of  his  own  family  and  office,  and  that  a  very  liberal  one,  not 
less  than  .£700,000  a  year.  Out  of  this  sum  Nan,  his  pre- 
decessor, used  to  bestow  .£200,000  or  .£300,000  toward  the 
general  expences  of  the  Manor.  Agricol  had  been  but  a 
few  years  in  the  office  when  he  had  run  into  an  enormous 
debt  amounting  to  more  than  c£600,000,  which  he  charged  to 
the  expences  of  the  Stewardship.  This  debt,  those  about  the 
office,  as  they  well  might,  were  at  first  ashamed  to  discover. 
However,  the  thing  was  pretty  well  known  ;  and  certain  indi- 
viduals who  were  soliciting  for  themselves  at  the  Steward's 
Office  a  partial  and  unjust  privilege,  and  what  the  Steward  had 
no  right  to  grant — that  of  exclusive  insurance  of  all  vessels  and 
goods  that  were  carried  by  water  ;  which,  from  the  situation 
of  the  Manor,  were  immensely  great ; — those  persons,  on  con- 
dition their  privilege  was  granted,  offered  to  pay  towards  the 
discharging  of  the  Steward's  debt  no  less  than  ,£600,000, 
which  was  accepted  of. 

Notwithstanding  the  above  clandestine  transaction,  and  the 
large  sum  received,  the  very  next  year,  when  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office  was  about  to  break  up  its  sitting  for  the  season,  comes 
the  Steward's  Major  Domo  with  a  message  from  the  Steward, 
and  many  compliments  and  apologies  to  his  faithful  and  obli- 
ging Mrs.  Bull,  intimating  that  his  family  expences  had  run 
very  high,  that  he  found  himself  in  great  difficulties,  and  in- 
volved in  a  debt  of  not  less  than  £o  J0,000,  which  he  hoped 
she  would  pay  for  him.  That  he  the  rather  wished,  and 
hoped  she  would  do  so  ;  as  he  had  now  determined  upon  the 
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most  exact  and  frugal  economy,  and  to  keep  strictly  within 
his  allowance  for  the  future ;  which  he  could  the  better  do,  by 
all  old  scores  being  cleared  off. 

Some  of  the  houester  part  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office  did  Cry 
shame  upon  this  proposal.  But  as  the  greater  part  of  her 
Houshold  were  already  dispersed,  in  the  confidence  that  no 
more  business  of  importance  would  be  proposed  at  the  pre- 
sent sitting,  every  tiling  was  at  last  complied  with,  and  the 
whole  debt  ordered  to  be  discharged.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  but  this  business  was  introduced  thus  late  in  the  sitting 
expressly  on  purpose  that  there  might  be  few  to  oppose  it,  and 
to  cry  out  on  such  a  shameful  transaction.  And  there  can  be 
as  little  doubt  that  the  Steward's  partisans  in  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office  had  their  clue  to  let  them  know  they  would  be  wanted. 

But  if  this  was  the  case,  and  they  thought  some  little  ma- 
nagement necessary  on  the  present  occasion,  they  soon  after 
shewed  that  they  had  got  over  all  scruple  and  delicacy  in 
these  matters  For  scarce  had  three  years  expired  when 
another  application  was  made  by  the  Steward  to  his  "good 
and  faithful  Mrs.  Bull"  to  pay  a  new  debt  of  ,£500,000  already 
contracted  upon  the  same  score.  It  was  pleaded  in  excuse 
that  it  was  very  inconvenient  to  make  any  of  the  promised 
retrenchments  in  expence ;  and  it  was  found  much  less  trou- 
blesome to  apply  to  !i  s  faithful  and  obliging  Mrs.  Bull,  than 
to  use  any  better  economy  in  his  own  office  and  houshold. 

Indeed,  some  of  the  Steward's  own  people,  sensible  of  the 
shamefulneus  <■>'.  these  transactions,  and  of  the  clandestine 
manner  in  which  the  money  was  spent,  proposed  that  some 
inquiry  should  first  be  made  into  the  way  in  which  those  debts 
were  contracted,  before  their  payment  was  ordered ;  and  that 
some  account  should  be  given  of  the  money  spent  in  vails  and 
secret  services  among  Mrs.  Bull's  domestics,  and  especially 
in  that  insatiable  gulf,  that  commerce  of  prostitution,  now  so 
notoriously  carried  on  between  the  Steward's  OlKce  and  Mrs, 


31 

Bull's  Houshold ;  which  was  indeed  the  cause  both  of  these 
debts  being  contracted,  and  of  their  being  so  readily  allowed 
and  paid  by  the  votes  of  that  prostitute  houshold.  But 
all  such  inquiry  was  strenuously  opposed  by  Bob  Wal- 
staff,  the  Steward's  Major  Domo,  and  Pimp  General; 
through  whose  hands  all  monies  passed,  and  who  well  knew 
that  these  things  could  bear  no  inquiry  or  inspection.  Nay, 
he  was  obliged  to  confess,  that  even  this  was  but  part  of  the 
debts  in  which  the  Steward's  Houshold  affairs  were  involved, 
and  that  still  further  sums  would  be  called  for.  But  this 
man,  like  Judas,  had  the  bag,  and  bare  what  was  given  in  ; 
and  what  stood  him  in  still  more  stead,  paid  what  was  given 
out ;  consequently,  all  opposition  vanished  before  him.  And 
not  only  was  the  .£500,000  asked  for,  paid,  but  any  sum  not 
exceeding  o£  100,000  at  a  time,  was  ordered  to  be  at  call,  as 
a  provision  against  contingencies. 

This  may  seem  madness  or  witchcraft ;  and  certainly  is 
what  the  writer  durst  not  venture  his  credit  to  record,  were 
not  the  most  authentic  vouchers  of  the  fact  still  in  existence. 
Yet  all  this  falls  far  short  of  what  we  shall  have  further  to 
record  on  the  same  subject. 

But  the  above  was  not  the  only  debt  for  which  John  Bull 
found  himself  answerable,  through  the  profusion  and  extrava- 
gance of  his  foreign  Stewards  and  their  Agents.  Ever  since 
the  commencement  of  his  Terrafirmal  connections  by  the 
Stewardship  of  Billy  Orasis,  his  own  estates  had  been  incum- 
bered with  a  constantly  increasing  debt,  for  which  he  paid  a 
high  interest.  And  though  every  successive  Steward  con- 
stantly recommended  the  making  provision  for  the  paying  off 
of  this  debt,  and  such  provision  had  frequently  been  made, 
vet  the  whole  was  swallowed  up  in  the  all-devouring  gulf  of  the 
Steward's  Oiriee.  And  the  debt,  instead  of  being  paid  off, 
has  gone  on  advancing  by  a  constantly  increasing  ratio  to  this 
day,  that  John  Bull  is  on  the  very  brink  of  bankruptcy  ;  or 
rather  over  head  and  ears  in  the  stream.     And  wlulc  half  of 
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John's  family  are  reduced  to  beggary  or  dependence  on  the 
parish,  every  connection  of  the  Steward's  Office  is  wallowing 
in  wealth,  luxury  and  licentiousness,  beyond  the  possible  waste 
of  all  natural  use  and  enjoyment ;  and  every  individual 
who  has  been  but  a  few  years  in  his  service,  retires  loaded 
•with  riches,  and  purchases,  or  is  complimented,  with  rank 
among  the  Titulates. 


Chap.  V. 


Contents. — The  Stewardship  of  Agricol  continued. — The  incredible 
delusion  of  the  South  Sea  Draining  Scheme.— Its  enormous  villany 
—and  ruinous  consequences. — The  Steward's  Agents  infamously  con- 
cerned in  it. 

-^*-MONG  the  various  devices  for  the  payment  of  this  debt 
about  this  time  set  on  foot  by  the  Agents  of  the  Steward, 
one  deserves  particuiai  notice  for  the  enormous  extravagance, 
both  of  its  folly  ami  villany.  This  was  called  the  Great 
South  Sea  Draining  Scheme. 

The  mystery  and  villany  of  this  scheme  has  never  yet  been 
fully  discovered  ;  but,  however  extravagant  and  incredible 
the  following  may  seem,  I  believe  it  is  nearly  as  rational  an 
account  as  any  other  that  can  be  given  of  it. 

John  Bull  has  long,  not  without  some  reason,  claimed  to  be 
Lord  of  the  Ocean  ;  and  the  scheme  seems  to  have  been  this. 
The  great  South  or  Pacific  Ocean  was  to  be  drained  and  dis- 
posed of  in  lots  of  100  acres  each  to  any  person  who  chose 
to  become  purchasers  or  subscribers  to  the  scheme. 
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This  hopeful  project  was,  by  the  Steward's  Agents  with 
the  consent  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  upon  certain  conditions 
disposed  of,  and  consigned  over  to  a  particular  company  of 
adventurers,  called  the  South  Sea  Draining  Company.  One 
part  of  those  conditions  was,  that  the  company  should  take 
up  the  whole  of  John  Bull's  debt  upon  such  terms  as  the 
creditors  and  they  could  settle  between  themselves. 

In  the  mean  time,  this  South  Sea  project  was  puffed  far 
beyond  the  utmost  extravagance  of  our  Lottery-office  Keepers, 
or  the  impudence  of  our  daily  Quack  Doctors. — ef'20,000  or 
c£30,000,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  was  but  a  trifle  to  the 
advantages  promised  to  those  that  would  embark  their  money 
in  it ;  or  to  the  sums  actually  gained  in  a  few  days  by  some 
of  the  designing  conductors  of  it,  chiefly  -Agents  of  the 
Steward's  Office.  It  was  no  doubt  considered,  that  besides 
the  number  of  acres  of  rich  land  which  had  not  been  broke 
up  for  hundreds  of  years,  which  every  subscriber  would  be 
entitled  to,  there  were  the  spoils  of  the  Ocean  deposited  by 
wrecks  for  ages.  And  as  of  all  substances  gold,  silver,  and 
precious  stones  are  the  most  indestructible,  considering  the 
traffic  in  gold,  silver,  and  jewels,  carried  on  across  that  Ocean, 
a  fortunate  adventurer  might  rind  a  ship-load  of  gold  in  less 
than  half  an  acre  of  land. 

By  what  means  they  projected  to  drain  this  Ocean,  is  a 
point,  I  think,  not  perfectly  agreed  upon. — Whether  like  the 
dogs  in  the  fable  they  proposed  to  drink  it  dry — or,  whether, 
— as  it  is  a  point  settled  by  Geologists  that  the  Pacific  is 
higher  than  the  Atlantic  Ocean, — they  intended  to  cut  through 
the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  and  let  the  whole  run  off  into  the 
.Atlantic.  'I  he  danger  of  laying  Europe  under  water  would 
be  cf  no  weight  with  them;  as  they  might  reckon  upon  mak- 
ing their  escape  by  sea  to  Columbia,  as  seme  of  them  in  the 
event  actually  did  to  Terrafirm  ;  or,  by  what  other  means  it 
might  be  proposed  we  will  not  pretend  to  say.    As  machinery 

^  OL.  II.  I) 
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had  not  then  arrived  at  that  wonderful  perfection  it  has  since 
attained,  I  do  not  know  that  the  steam  engine  was  ever 
thought  of. 

But  as  the  villany  of  this  project  was  its  principal  feature, 
and  exceeded  even  its  folly,  that  is  the  main  subject  to  be 
here  unfolded.  The  first  object  of  these  projects  was  to  se- 
cure an  agreement  with  the  Steward's  Agents,  and  to  get  the 
consent  of  Mrs.  Bull  for  taking  up  John  Bull's  debts  :  and 
as  the  leading  projectors  were  those  Agents  themselves,  this 
was  no  difficult  matter.  But  in  order  to  conduct  it  with 
safety,  and  elicit  confidence,  it  was  agreed — 'that  large  nomi- 
nal sums  from  £10,000  to  £50,000  should  appear  in  the 
books  of  the  Company,  in  the  names  of  several  persons  of 
ruling  influence  in  the  Steward's  Office,  and  in  Mrs.  Bull's 
Houshold  ; — or  in  fictitious  names  for  them — upon  this  con- 
dition, that  if  the  Funded  Stock  of  the  Company  rose,  as  was 
confidently  expected,  those  honourable  persons  were  to  reap 
the  benefit  of  it — if  it  did  not  rise,  why  the  subscriptions  went 
for  nothing— no  money  was  laid  down.  In  this  manner  even 
the  influence  of  their  Mistresses  and  Female  Favorites  were 
elicited,  and  their  interests  provided  for.  The  Steward's 
Favorite  M — str — ss  *  had  a  subscription  of  10,000, 
another  of  the  same  description  the  same  sum,  and  two  of 
her  Nieces,  hopeful  spinsters  no  doubt,  an  equal  sum  between 
them,  and  several  of  the  Stewards's  Clerks  and  Agents  in  their 
real,  or  fictitious  names,  £.30,000  each. 

This,  it  must  be  observed,  was  a  secure  transaction  both  on 
the  part  of  the  Projectors  and  the  first  Subscribers.  l(  the 
subscriptions  rose,  as  there  was  no  room  to  doubt,  from  the 
general  eagerness  already  shown  to  be  concerned  in  the 
scheme — the  original  Subscribers  would,  by  selling  out  their 
nominal  shares,  receive  the   advance,    and  derive  a  propor- 

*  The  D— ch— ss  of  K— nd— 1  and  the  C— nt— ss  of  PI— t— n.— Pret.C&m, 
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tionate  advantage :  if  the  scheme  failed  there  could  be  no 
loss,  for  nothing  was  deposited,  or  in  that  case  to  be  paid. 

The  bargain  being  settled,  and  sanctioned  by  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office,  and  the  project  puffed  and  blazoned,  as  has  been  said, 
the  Bull  Family  were  seized  with  an  eagerness,  scarce  short  of 
frenzy,  to  be  partakers  in  a  scheme  by  which  it  was  supposed 
mountains  of  gold  might  be  obtained.  The  lots  of  100  acres 
each,  as  we  have  said,  originally  subscribed  at  c£l00,  in  less  than 
three  months  rose  to  .£1000 — toi*  1200— to  upwards  of  £  1500 
per  lot.  The  Projectors  and  the  Steward's  Agents,  the  ori- 
ginal Subscribers  now  sold  out  their  nominal  stock  at  immense 
advantage ;  and  many  individuals,  without  ever  venturing  a 
shilling,  cleared  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds.  But  still 
insatiable,  the  delusion  was  still  urged  on. 

Sometimes  in  the  course  of  its  progress  the  bubble  would 
hover  and  threaten  to  fall.  On  these  occasions  the  most  frau- 
dulent and  villanous  devices  and  practices  were  had  recourse 
to,  for  blowing  it  up  again.  At  one  of  these  hovering  periods, 
at  ^700  per  lot,  a  dividend  of  .£30  per  lot,  which  was  the 
same  as  £30  per  cent,  on  the  original  subscription,  was  de- 
clared for  the  expiring  half  year,  and  £bQ  per  lot  per  annum 
for  twelve  years  to  come  :  this  set  the  bubble  a  going  again  for 
a  little  while.  But  so  universal  had  been  the  infatuation,  that 
all  the  ready  money  of  the  Family  had  been  poured  into  this 
gulf;  and  it  was  found  that  the  game  must  of  necessity  be  up, 
for  downright  want  of  cash  on  the  Manor.  The  device  of 
the  Projectors  was  now,  to  sell  out  all  their  own  shares,  and 
lend  the  money  from  their  immense  gains  to  those  who  were 
.still  disposed  to  purchase.  This  helped  to  keep  up  the  delu- 
sion a  little  while  longer. 

But  in  spite  of  every  art  and  effort  to  keep  the  bubble  afloat, 
it  burst  and  fell  at  last,  and  left  thousands  in  ruin;  and, 
on  the  recovery  of  their  senses,  the  whole  Bull  Family  in  as- 
.tonishmeut  and  despair.    The  price  of  those  imaginary  lots  had 
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risen  from  c£lOO  to  considerably  above  £  1000,  and  had  fallen 
to  nearly  its  original  value  before  it  was  finally  abandoned : 
and  all  in  the  space  of  little  more  than  six  months. 

In  this  scene  of  sudden  distress  and  ruin  the  sole  resource 
of  the  Family  seemed  to  be  in  the  Palaverium.  And  they 
immediately  set  themselves  very  seriuush  to  inquire  into  this 
strange  affair;  and  to  endeavour  to  find  and  apply  a  remedy. 
In  the  course  of  this  inquiry  a  most  shameful  and  atrocious 
scene  soon  unfolded  itself.  And  what  was  most  astonishing 
and  most  infamous,  was,  that  among  the  chief  promoters, 
and  principal  gainers  by  it,  were  found  the  leading  men  in 
the  Steward's  Office,  and  his  most  accredited  Agents  ;  some  of 
whom  had  on  the  book's  ballances  in  their  favour  to  the 
amount  of  o£800,000.  But  upon  this  inquiry  being  set  on 
foot  some  of  the  books  were  by  collusion  burnt ;  as  the 
clerks  concerned  afterward  confessed  upon  oath. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Company,  with  others  chiefly  con- 
cerned fled  to  Terrafirm  ;  and  no  doubt,  carried  immense 
treasures  with  them.  The  persons  and  estates  of  others 
were  secured  in  behalf  of  their  deluded  dupes  ;  and  inventories 
of  their  property  were  taken,  as  far  as  it  could  be  discovered  ; 
and  what  was  found,  was  subjected  to  the  indemnification  of 
the  sufferers  A  certain  proportion,  it  is  true,  was  left  for 
their  own  sustenance ;  and  though  but  a  small  proportion  of 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  which  many  of  them  had  amassed, 
yet  it  far  exceeded  what  they  had  left  to  many  an  honest  family 
which  they  had  reduced  to  ruin.  The  rest  of  their  property 
was  converted  into  a  general  fund  in  behalf  of  the  sufferers; 
which  continues  unto  this  day  under  the  original  name. 

Though  Agricol,  it  is  believed,  was  not  conscious  of  all  the 
fraud  and  villany  of  this  scheme,  yet  it  is  asserted,  and  also  be- 
lieved, that  he  had  a  considerable  concern  in  the  profits  of  it. 
Here  we  will  close  the  Stewardship  of  the  first  Agricol — 
pnly  observing,  that  about  this  time  it  was  proposed,  and  put 


37 

to  the  vote,  in  the  Upper  Chamber  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office— 
that  the  Handover  Settlement,  by  which  Agricol  held  the 
Stewardship,  was  broken  and  dissolved,  in  consequence  of  his 
profusion  on  his  Terratirmal  connections,  especially  his  bound- 
less lavishment  of  the  wealth  and  strength  of  the  Bull  Family 
on  Squire  Swadd,  for  the  purchase  and  preservation  of  Brea- 
side  and  Greenglen.  This  vote  was  negatived ;  but  a  great 
number  of  the  members  expressly  entered  a  protest  in  writing 
against  the  decision. 

This  Agricol  but  for  his  foreign  education  and  habits,  was 
rather  a  well  disposed  man ;  and  had  he  not  been  a  stranger 
to  the  language,  manners,  customs,  and  institutions  of  the 
Manor, — had  he  not,  through  partiality  and  attachment  to  his 
native  possessions  and  connections,  implicated  John  Bull  in 
all  the  lawsuits,  quarrels,  and  disputes  of  every  estate  on 
Terrafirm,  might  have  been  reckoned  an  honest  man,  and  an 
upright  Steward.  And  with  respect  to  his  own  personal 
character  and  Concerns,  was  certainly  one  of  the  most  happy 
and  fortunate  of  the  Albion  Stewards.  His  faults  and  errors 
were  chiefly  owing  to  the  entire  contempt  of  principle  and 
honour  in  those  into  whose  hands  he  fell ;  who,  instead  of 
informing  him,  watching,  and  counteracting  his  natural  pre- 
judices and  partialities,  encouraged  and  complied  with  them 
to  the  utmost ;  and  took  care  to  convert  them  all  to  the  ends 
of  their  own  interest  and  ambition. 
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Chap.   VI. 

Contents. — The  Stewardship  of  the  Second  Agricol. — The  great  depra* 
vity  of  the  Steward's  Office. — The  Commerce  of  Prostitution  carried 
on  with  nnblushing  impudence. — Bob  Walstaff,  Major  Domo  and 
Pimp  in  Ordinary — admirably  qualified  for  his  station. — The  most 
shameful  Frauds  and  Covin  practised  by  the  Agents  of  the  Steward's 
Office. — The  debasing  ambition  of  the  first  Families  on  the  Manor  to 
obtain  the  mercenary  appointments  of  Lackies,  Pages,  and  Grooms, 
about  the  Steward's  Houshold  and  Stables. 

J.  HE  first  Agricol  was  succeeded  by  his  Son  of  the  same 
name,  and  subject  also  to  most  of  the  same  prejudices  and 
partialities  with  his  father ;  for  he  also  was  born,  educated, 
had  a  family,  and  was  well  advanced  in  life,  before  he  left 
his  Ten  afirmal  possessions  and  connections. 

Scarce  any  thing  could  exceed  the  unprincipled  depravity 
and  profligacy  of  the  Clerks  and  Agents  about  the  Steward's 
Office  at  this  time.  And  this  Agricol  was  content  to  take 
the  stye  in  the  filthy  condition  in  which  his  father  had  left  it. 
It  is  true,  that  infamous  Commerce  of  Prostitution  between 
the  Steward's  Oflice  and  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold,  which  is  now 
become  the  main  operating  principle  of  the  Stewardship,  and 
the  sole  organ  by  which  the  Steward  has  obtained,  and  now 
exercises,  the  absolute  and  entire  disposal  of  John  Bull,  his 
Manor,  and  his  Family,  was  not  then  arrived  at  that  steady, 
settled,  systematic  course  which  it  has  since  attained.  But 
if  it  was  then  carried  on  widi  less  regularity  and  uniformity 
than  it  now  is  ;  it  was  perhaps  pursued  with  more  boldness 
anil  undissembled  impudence,  than  even  at  this  day. 

In  carrying  on  this  delicate  Commerce,  one  Bob  Walstaff 
was  the  principal  broker  or  go-between.  This  person  was  by 
nature  and  habit  admirably  qualified  for  his  office.  He  did 
not  want  understanding,  or  capacity,  but  all  his  faculties  were 
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debased  by  the  principles  and  practice  of  his  profession.  And 
having  no  prototype  of  any  tiling  pure,  honourable,  or  exalted 
in  himself,  he  recognised  no  such  principle  in  human  nature. 
Hi9  office  of  Pimp-General  leading  him  to  converse  only 
with  the  most  worthless,  sordid,  and  mercenary  of  the  species, 
he  acknowledged  no  motive  in  human  character  superior  to 
interest.  His  avowed  maxim  in  the  exercise  of  his  profession 
was,  "  that  every  one  had  their  price"  if  he  chose  to  come 
up  to  it :  and  that  if  Mrs.  Bull's  gentlewoman  valued  her 
favours  higher  than  her  ordinary  waiting-maids,  or  the  sweepers 
out  of  the  office  chamber,  it  was  only  coming  up  to  her  price, 
and  he  could  reckon  upon  the  one  as  sure  as  the  other. 

As  to  Mrs.  Bull  herself,  he  affected  to  speak  of  her  with 
some  degree  of  respect ;  yet  it  was  plain  he  reckoned  so  much 
on  her  boundless  complaisance  to  the  Steward,  and  the  meri- 
tricious  influence  of  those  about  her,  that  he  made  account 
that  she  could  deny  nothing  the  Steward  could  ask  of  her. 
This  persuasion  of  Universal  venality  furnished  him  with  the 
most  consummate  assurance,  and  the  most  unblushing  im- 
pudence ;  he  had  indeed  a  "  whore's  forehead,"  perfectly 
adapted  to  those  with  whom  his  business  lay.  And  though 
polished  speech,  and  elegant  oratory  scorned  his  lips ;  yet 
in  that  kind  of  eloquence  which  became  his  station  and  cha- 
racter, he  was  admirably  gifted.  Seasoned  from  the  Steward's 
strung  box,  of  which  he  kept  the  key,  '  persuasion/  sweeter 
than  honey  flowed  from  his  tongue ;  and  to  those  to  whom  it 
was  addressed,  proved  more  resistless  than  a  thunderbolt. 

Vet  with  all  this  brass  and  unblushing  impudence  he  could 
not,  on  some  occasions,  without  shrinking,  stand  the  pelting, 
lashing,  and  daubing  with  dirt,  with  v\hich  he  was  often 
attacked  by  Mrs.  Bull's  people  5  sometimes  in  mere  wanton- 
ness, sometimes  in  resentment  and  strong  indignation,  by  the 
still  untainted  part  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  which  he  had  ren- 
dered  useless  and   contemptible.      On    these    occasions   lie 
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would  cringe  himself  up  like  a  hedge  hog  under  its  prickles, 
or  a  tarrapin  under  its  shell,  and  bear  what  he  knew  to  be  the 
just  and  natural  lot  of  his  Office  as  Pimp-General.  And  when 
the  pelting  was  over  he  would  venture  out  his  head  again  with 
perfect  insensibility  and  sangfroid. 

This  person,  who,  on  account  of  his  useful  qualifications, 
had  been  in  some  trust  under  the  old  Steward,  under  the 
new  soon  became  fac-totum.  We  have  already  observed, 
that  all  monies  for  the  expences  of  the  Stewardship  came 
through  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold  Office  :  hence,  it  was  of  the 
utmost  importance  for  the  Steward  to  keep  up  a  good  under- 
standing there  ;  and  by  means  of  this  infamous  Commerce  of 
Prostitution  under  so  able  a  Paudar,  his  influence  was  at  this 
time  become  absolute  and  uncontrolable. 

How  far  the  Steward  and  Mrs.  Bull  herself  were  con- 
cerned in  this  notorious  commerce,  it  may  not  be  prudent  to 
enquire.  Certain  it  is,  they  both  connived  at  the  misconduct 
and  profligacy  of  their  domestics.  And  with  respect  to  the 
Steward  in  particular,  it  soon  appeared  that  Bob  the  Pimp 
was  become  his  chief  confident,  and  most  accredited  agent. 
Indeed,  this  intercourse  of  prostitution  being  now  the  primum 
mobile,  the  first  spring  of  all  the  motions  of  both  offices, 
its  management  was  doubtless  a  matter  of  the  very  first  con- 
cern. Bob  was  of  course  entrusted  with  the  key  of  the 
strong  box  ;  for  out  of  that  came  the  oil  that  made  this 
spring  and  all  the  motions  dependent  upon  it  go  easily.  Or, 
to  drop  metaphor — as  interest  or  gain  is  the  first  object  with 
every  prostitute,  so  those  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold  were 
true  to  their  trade  ;  and  nothing  but  boundless  profusion 
could  keep  them  constant,  and  no  bond  but  interest  could 
have  any  tie  upon  them. 

But,  as  the  money,  once  passed  through  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office,  was  wholly  at  the  Steward's  disposal,  it  was  a  maxim 
well  known  in  that  office,  that  the  more  we  give  out  of  John 
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Bull's  pocket  the  more  we  get  into  our  own.  And  this  maxim 
now  regulates  the  whole  economy  of  John  Bull's  Estate  and 
Family.  And  the  history  of  the  Stewardship  from  hence  to 
the  present  time,  consists  of  little  beside  this  shameless  com- 
merce, and  its  wretched  effects  on  the  Bull  Family  and  for- 
tune. Before  this  abandoned  prostitution  was  fully  establish- 
ed, Mrs.  Bull  used  to  keep  a  pretty  strict  eye  over  the  Stew- 
ard's accounts.  But  now  the  Major  Domo,  who  is  always 
also  chief  pimp,  and  generally  has  a  seat  in  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office,  only  intimates  that  such  sum,  or  sums,  are  wanted,  and 
they  are  forthwith  ordered.  It  is  true  the  several  articles 
are  generally  specified,  but  they  are  never  particularly  ex- 
amined to  know  whether  there  be  any  proportion  between 
them  and  the  sums  required  for  them  ;  nor  are  they  even 
expected  to  have  any  pretensions  to  truth  and  honesty. 

Take  one  glaring  instance  out  of  a  thousand.  Skipper 
Wainvvright,  a  genuine  son  of  John  Bull,  and  well  known 
to  this  day  for  his  faithful,  zealous,  and  incorruptible  attach- 
ment to  the  true  interest  of  his  family,  had  the  charge  of 
one  of  those  small  vessels  of  which  John  Bull  keeps  num- 
bers for  the  protection  of  his  extensive  trade,  and  to  prevent 
trespasses  on  his  water-girt  Manor  of  Albion.  One  day 
Skipper  Wainwright  being  on  shore,  there  fell  into  his  hands  a 
printed  list  of  the  occasional  expences  and  repairs  for  every 
vessel  belonging  to  John  Bull,  for  the  year  last  past.  It 
naturally  occurred  to  him  to  look  for  the  expences  of  repairs 
for  that  particular  vessel  which  he  had  charge  of;  though,  as 
he  knew  it  could  not  exceed  £30  or  £35,  he  thought  it  might 
perhaps  not  be  at  all  specified.  But  he  soon  found  the  name 
and  chuige  of  his  vessel ;  and  that  of  no  little  importance  ;  for 
instead  of  £30  or  £35,  which  he  knew  to  be  the  utmost  that 
had  been  expended  upon  the  vessel  in  the  time  specified,  he 
found  charged  at  no  less  than  £1200.*  Crimine  ah  una 
♦  A  strict  und  literal  fact ! 
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disce  omncs.  This  faithful  son  of  John  Bull  could  not  per- 
mit such  a  gross  and  palpable  imposition  to  pass  undetected. 
He  wrote  immediately  to  one  of  the  Members  of  a  Com- 
mission appointed  expressly  for  the  inspecting  and  ordering 
of  all  John  Bull's  watercraft  affairs  ;  and  who  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lower  Chamber  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office;  whose 
particular  province  of  course  it  was,  in  both  capacities,  to 
watch  over  all  the  Family  expences,  and  especially  to  inspect 
and  scrutinize  all  public  watercraft  accounts.  To  this  per- 
son he  stated  distinctly  the  enormous  fraud  of  ,£1200, 
charged  for  an  article  which  he  ascertained  to  be  under  £A0. 
But  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  matter  ;  nor  did  it  seem  to  be 
thought  any  thing  out  of  the  common  way.  Indeed  it  would 
appear  from  discussions  that  have  taken  place  on  other  occa- 
sions, even  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  upon  the  same  subject, 
that  it  is  nothing  out  of  the  common  way.  And  that  all  such 
pretended  giving  in  of  accounts  is  a  mere  form,  or  farce,  to 
blind  the  eyes  of  the  Bull  Family,  and  make  them  submit 
more  quietly  to  be  pillaged. 

By  such  fraud  and  covin  as  the  above,  is  John  Bull  yearly 
cozened  to  the  amount  of  millions.  But  the  expence  of  this 
Commerce  of  Prostitution  itself  is  especially  supplied,  and 
allowed  for,  by  one  particular  article,  under  the  name  of 
Secret  Service  Monet/  :  but  which  might  be  much  more  pro- 
perly and  plainly  specified  by  the  unequivocal  term,  Wh—-re 
Hire.  Some,  indeed,  will  have  this  Secret  Service  Money 
to  be  something  of  the  nature  of  vails — and  it  is  probably 
the  two  terms  may  be  of  nearly  the  same  import;  both  im- 
plying something  that  must  pass  under  covert — something 
not  to  be  seen,  or  particularly  talked  of;  and  both  indicating 
a  mean  and  servile  character,  in  the  receiver  at  least.  It  is 
also  well  known  that  in  some  services,  as  in  our  celebrated 
hotels  and  bagnios,  vails  are  so  much  reckoned  upon,  that 
the  places  are  eagerly  sought  alter  without  any  stipulation, 
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or  expectation  of  wages ;  nay,  money  is  often  paid  to  procure 
them.  And  it  is  equally  well  known  that  this  is  no  where  so 
much  the  case,  as  for  a  place  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold ; — the 
servants  in  which  formerly  received  stipulated  wages  ;  but 
now,  such  is  the  confidence  in  these  vails — so  great  the  de- 
pendance  on  these  wages  of  prostitution,  that  such  places  are 
not  only  eagerly  sought  after,  but  even  purchased  at  a  great 
price. 

As  this  Commerce  of  Prostitution  between  the  Steward's 
Office  and  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold,  was  soon  found  to  be  the 
most  successful  mode  of  commanding  John  Bull's  fortune, 
it  is  now  become  almost  the  sole  means  by  which  the  whole 
business  of  the  Stewardship  is  carried  on.  And  hence,  as 
we  have  said,  the  Pimp  is  now  considered  as  the  Steward's 
chief  Agent;  or  rather  the  principal  qualification  required  in 
die  Stewards  first  officer,  or  Major  Domo,  is  that  he  be  a 
successful  procurer,  and  fit  to  stand  Pimp  in  Ordinary ;  and 
all  places,  offices,  and  money  itself,  are  consigned  to  his  dis- 
posal. But  in  order  to  disguise,  and  in  some  degree  qualify, 
this  infamous  traffic,  numberless  offices,  places,  and  appoint- 
ments are  invented ;  many  of  them  merely  nominal ;  and 
most  of  them  not  for  any  business,  or  service,  to  be  done  in 
them  ;  but  entirely  as  a  pretence  for  giving  money — for  pur- 
chasing perfidy  to  John  Bull,  out  of  whose  pocket  it  comes; 
for  debauching  the  Bull  Family,  and  debasing  the  Bull  cha- 
racter, by  sordid  hire  and  servile  dependence  on  the  Steward's 
Office.  For  all  those  gratuitously  invented  places  and  ap- 
pointments are  wholly  bestowed  as  the  wages  of  prostitution, 
either  on  Mrs.  Bull's  domestics,  or  on  those  who  have  the 
privilege  of  procuring  for  them  their  situations  in  that  Hous- 
hold. Formerly,  such  places  were  given  to  persons  of  dis- 
tinguished genius  or  capacity — to  inventors  or  improvers  of 
arts  and  sciences — or  such  as  had  done  essential  services  to 
tht-  Bull  Family.     But  now  not  in  a  single  instance  are  such 
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bestowed,  but  with  a  view  to  this  Commerce  of  Prostitution. 
Nay,  one  possessed  of  any  such  place,  can  take  no  so  sure 
and  certain  way  to  be  turned  out  of  it,  as  to  shew  in  any  in- 
stance that  he  dares  to  stand  by  John  Bull,  or  prefers  the  in* 
terest  of  his  Family  to  that  of  the  Steward's  Office.  Of 
this  a  number  of  instances  might  be  given. 

And  not  only  do  the  attendants  in  the  Lower  Chamber 
of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  and  those  w  ho  procure  them  thus  sell 
themselves  to  prostitution  ;  but  the  Upper  Chamber,  who 
hold  their  places  there  by  inheritance,  and  rank  with  the 
Titulates,  are  scarce  less  prostitutes  or  less  mercenary  in 
their  prostitution  than  the  common  attendants  in  the  Lower 
Chamber,  in  this  Chamber  the  Steward  has  the  privilege 
of  conferring  a  place  and  title.  And  among  those  on  whom 
they  are  thus  conferred,  I  believe,  there  will  scarce  be  found 
an  instance  of  its  having  been  done  without  some  view  to 
this  intercourse  of  prostitution  and  adultery  between  the 
two  housholds,  one  case  only  excepted — that  is,  of  persons 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  by  some  brave  action  or 
successful  enterprise  in  behalf  of  the  Family  and  folk  on  the 
Manor,  in  any  of  those  quarrels  and  lawsuits  in  which  they 
are  so  oft  engaged.  Such  are  always  great  favorites  with  the 
Bull  Family  ;  and  in  compliance  with  that  sentiment,  title  and 
a  place  in  the  Upper  Chamber  of  the  Palaverium,  are  some- 
times conferred  upon  them  with  deserved  and  universal  ap- 
probation. 

F  pon  this  subject  we  cannot  pass  over  one  thing  which 
seems  truly  astonishing;  and  yet  is  almost  universal.  That 
these  Titulates,  held  to  be  the  most  honourable  stock  of  the 
Bull  Family  and  Albion  Manor,  not  only  accept  of,  but  are 
eager  to  obtain,  the  most  servile  and  sordid  places  in  the 
Steward's  Iloushold.  Places,  degrading  in  their  name  and 
nature  ;  and,  never  bestowed  but  with  a  view  to  prostitution. 
Thus,   the  daughters   of  distinguished    families    are  fain  to 
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obtain  the  place  of  chambermaids  and  waiting-women  to  the 
Steward's  Wife ;  and  the  sons  of  the  most  honourable  branches 
of  John  Bull's  Family  are  proud  to  be  admitted  as  Lackies, 
Footmen  and  Pages  to  Madam  Stewardess  and  her  daugh- 
ters; and  may  be  seen  in  public,  bearing  their  train,  and 
adjusting  the  ridiculous  superfluity  of  Miss'  Gown  or  of 
Madam's  Robe,  lest  it  should  entangle  them  and  trip  up  their 
heels.  And  from  these  ennobling  employments  they  are  often 
taken  to  administer  the  laws,  to  direct  the  policy,  and  to  preside 
and  command  in  the  highest  and  most  important  departments 
of  that  regality,  which  we  have  said  the  Manor  of  Great  Albion 
possesses  and  exercises  within  itself.  And,  especially,  from  this 
discipline  so  promising  of  exalted  and  honourable  character,  are 
generally  taken  the  persous  made  choice  of  to  negociate  and 
conduct  all  business  and  transactions  with  the  Stewards  and 
Lords  of  Manors  in  the  neighbourhood,  <m\  Terratirm  and 
elsewhere,  in  which  the  Family  is  now  so  much  involved. 

Would  not  the  ingenuous  son  of  a  country  gentleman, 
who  lives  free  and  independent  on  his  estate,  or  even  the  son 
of  a  hardy  swain,  trained  in  the  labours  of  his  father's  farm, 
but  liberally  educated,  as  is  now  often  the  case,  and  his  mind 
stored  with  the  treasures  of  history  and  philosophy,  for 
which  he  has  an  uncorrupted  relish  ;  and  elevated  and  enlarged 
with  the  spacious  ennobling  views  of  nature  around  him — 
would  not  such  a  one  justly  look  down  with  contempt  on  this 
unmanlike  and  debasing  attendance,  and  on  those  who  are 
bred  to  it  ?  And  would  not  such  be  likely  to  supply  Agents 
more  generous,  active,  bold  and  free,  for  every  scene  of  human 
action,  than  the  servile,  sycophant  elevts  of  a  Steward's 
Oilice,  or  the  foppish  effeminate  \pes  of  a  Stewardess' 
Houshold.  And,  to  tins  do  not  tacts  bear  ample  testimony 
by  numerous  instances  from  the  hardy  and  well-trained  sons 
of  the  Albion,  Caledonian,  Greenerin  and  Cambrian  Manors, 
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in  every  distinguished  station,  when  they  happen  to  attain 
such  stations. 

But  not  only  do  the  emulous  sons  and  daughters  of  the  best 
stock  of  the  Bull  Family  eagerly  aspire  to  these  degrading 
offices,  but  even  the  serious  and  elders  of  the  land,  are  proud 
to  have  their  names  in  the  list  of  the  Steward  or  Stewardess' 
train,  and  to  receive  the  wages  of  such  stations.  Thus,  one 
whose  counsels  have  weight  in  the  greatest  affairs  of  the 
Family  and  Manor;  one,  who  leads  on  John  Bull's  brave 
sons  to  the  boldest  enterprises,  shall  hold  the  place  of  Cham- 
berlain to  the  Steward,  another  of  Page  to  the  Stewardess, 
another  of  Butler,  another  of  Groom.  Of  Grooms,  indeed, 
there  is  a  great  variety.  One  shall  be  his  Groom  of  the 
Stable,  another  his  Groom  of  the  Stole,  another  his  Groom 
of  the  privy  chamber,  &c.  &c.  And  each  of  these  has  innumer- 
able places  for  Lackicsand  inferior  attendants  under  him  :  for 
though  thev  are  mean  enough  to  bear  the  name,  and  take  the 
wages  of  such  places,  they  are  too  proud,  or  perhaps,  too  in- 
capable to  do  the  business  of  them.  Indeed,  the  object  of 
all  these,  high  and  low,  is  merely  to  multiply  nominal  places 
and  appointments  for  the  sake  of  bestowing  hire,  of  diffusing 
meritricious  influence,  and  increasing  the  Agents  and  Objects 
of  prostitution  ;  of  course  they  have  all  enormous  and  un- 
conscionable wages.  For  instance,  the  Chamberlain's  place 
alone,  with  all  his  under- strappers,  room-sweepers,  bed-ma- 
kers, 8cc,  is  said  to  amount  to  about  .£100,00.)  annually.  Yet, 
all  this  might  be  performed  much  better  by  a  few  active  footmen, 
and  neat  chambermaids,  at  less  than  a  hundredth  part  of  the  ex- 
pence.  And  all  this  preposterous  profusion  is  practised  at  poor 
John  Bull's  cost,  even  when  he  is  on  the  brink  of  bankruptcy, 
and  half  his  family  starving  for  want.  For,  though  the  Steward, 
personally,  is  said  to  be  immensely  rich,  and  has  large  posses- 
sions of  his  own  both  in  Albion  and  on  Terrafirm,  not  a  far* 
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thing  even  of  his  Family  expences  must  come  from  these  ;  nay, 
it  is  customary  to  make  a  fresh  demand  upon  John  Bull  for  an 
additional  allowance  for  every  additional  child  born  in  the 
Steward's  Family.  * 

*  It  is  asserted  by  Dodington  in  his  Diary,  and  referred  to  as  a  known 
fact  by  Lord  Chatham,  before  the  close  of  George  the  Second's  Reign — 
That  the  King  had  amassed  above  ,,£15,000,000  sterling.  If  that  has 
been  accumulating  ever  since  to  what  an  immense  sum  must  it  now 
amount!  And  whether  it  has  or  not;  it  is  certain,  that  no  part  of  it, 
or  of  its  accumulating  produce,  has  ever  been  bestowed  in  behalf  of  the 
British  public.  Indeed  the  King  of  England  is  now  said  to  be,  person- 
ally, the  richest  individual  in  Europe.  Nor  need  it  be  doubted,  if  only 
the  immense  sums  that  have  been  granted  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Civil 
List,  and  in  Hanoverian  Subsidies  since  the  accession  of  the  Brunswick 
Family,  be  considered,  and  that  the  whole  fimily  expences  are  supplied 
by  allowances  from  the  public.  Only  think,  at  this  time,  of  an  allow- 
ance of  o£70,()00  a  year  being  made  to  the  Queen  for  additional  expences 
of  the  Royal  Family  :  when  the  Kind's  situation  renders  all  extraor- 
dinary exhibition  and  expence  not  only  incongruous,  but  impossible: 
besides  ,£9000  a  year  to  each  of  the  Princesses,  living  in  a  domestic  way 
with  their  mother;  in  addition  to  ^4000  a  year  ertcli,  before  settled  on 
them.  Where  does  all  this,  and  all  such  money  go!  From  the  domestic 
economy  of  the  Queen  and  other  ample  establishments,  it  is  certain  not 
a  mite  of  it  goes  to  the  ordinary  expences  of  the  Family.  Where  then? 
No  doubt  to  augment  this  enormous  mass  of  private  property  ;  which,  as 
the  Family  brought  no  property  into  this  country  with  them,  must  be 
wholly  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  this  country  ;  and,  there- 
fore, ought  above  all  others  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  country, 
and  to  relieve  the  distress  of  the  people.  Yet  have  our  careful  and 
conscientious  Governors  made  a  law — that  this  property,  clandestinely 
drained  from  the  public,  shall  be  the  only  property  in  the  country  that 
shall  pay  no  tax  to  the  support  of  the  public.  What  gross  perversion  of 
common  sense  and  common  justice  ! ! ! 
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Chap.  V. 

Contents. — The  Stewardship  of  the  Second  Agricol  continued. — Details 
of  Rapacity,  Profusion,  Prostitution,  and  consequent  infamy  and 
disease. — A  series  of  instances— some  absurd,  many  extravagant, — 
aud  many  altogether  incredible,  but  for  the  notoriety  of  the  facts. 

»  ▼  E  have  already  confessed  that  these  Memoirs  will  from 
henceforth  consist  of  little  beside  the  history  of  Rapacity, 
Profusion,  and  Prostitution,  and  the  foul  disease  with  which 
that  has  infected  the  Family ;  and  however  tiresome  and  nau- 
seous the  task,  we  must  still  pursue  the  subject. 

The  Commerce  of  Prostitution  between  the  Steward's 
Office  and  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold  being  now  settled,  and 
nearly  reduced  to  a  system  ;  and  Bob  the  Pimp  being  con- 
tinued in  his  place, — this  second  Agricol  had  nothing  to  do, 
but  to  enter  upon,  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  it :  which  he  did 
with  as  little  scruple  as  any  other  part  of  the  inheritance  his 
father  had  left  him.  Perhaps  he  was  not  even  fully  sensible 
of  the  polluted  source  from  whence  his  abundance  flowed.  If 
any  effort  was  required  of  him,  it  was  only,  not  to  blush  at 
the  impudence  and  infamy  of  his  Agents.  In  this  respect, 
indeed,  the  Bruntwick  Family  seem  to  have  been  happily 
constituted  by  nature,  being  of  a  plain  homely  unsophisticated 
character — nowise  deficient  in  understanding  aud  good  sense, 
and  rather  inclined  to  honesty  and  sincerity  ;  but  not  troubled 
with  an  unnecessarily  delicate  sensibility,  or  superfluous  pre- 
tensions to  sentiment  or  tine  feeling.  This  happy  temperature 
some  ascribe  to  the  character  of  the  Family,  some  to  that  of 
the  country,  or  their  native  clime ;  perhaps  it  may  be  a  joint 
effect  of  both  these  causes. 

Of  this  convenient  inexcitability,  with  your  leave  Bruno- 
iiiaris,  supported  by  the  equally  unimpressible  assurance  of 
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Walstaff  and  his  associates,  John  Bull  soon  had  an  almost 
incredible  specimen.  Nearly  the  last  transaction  of  the  late 
Stewardship  had  been  the  Palaverium's  consenting  to  pay  a 
debt  of  j£300,000  contracted  by  the  Steward,  beyond  hi9 
fixed  allowance,  and  with  unparalleled  liberality  adding 
j£500,000  more,  or  any  sum  not  exceeding  ^1,000,000  as  a 
present,  to  prevent  future  contingencies  of  the  like  sort ;  yet 
the  very  first  transaction  of  the  present  Stewardship  was,  to 
make  a  new  demand  upon  the  same  head.  And  it  appeared 
that  the  article  of  the  Steward's  Houshold  expences  had 
already,  in  scarce  three  years  from  the  last  profuse  grant,  run 
,£600,000  in  debt:  and  at  the  very  first  meeting  of  Mrs. 
Bull's  Office,  application  was,  with  unblushing  assurance, 
made  for  John  Bull  to  pay  this  debt. 

Besides  the  above  demand,  the  new  Steward  in  his  first 
address  to  the  Palaverium,  modestly  intimated  his  wish  for  a 
larger  annual  allowance ;  hinted  the  high  price  of  beef  and 
mutton,  and  all  articles  of  housekeeping;  graciously  promised 
to  be  more  frugal  and  economical,  when  he  should  find  it 
convenient.  But  Bob,  the  Pimp  and  Major  Doino,  did 
not  think  this  mincing  of  the  matter,  or  as  Brother  Sandy 
would  say,  this  mim-mouthed  modesty  of  the  Steward,  at  all 
necessary  ;  but  conscious  of  his  own  uncontrollable  authority 
in  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  he  boldly  demanded  at  once  an  addition 
of  £  100,000  a  year  to  the  Steward's  allowance.  The  honest 
and  undebauched  part  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold  exclaimed 
against  such  an  impudent  proposal ;  especially  that  honest 
and  true  son  of  John  Bull,  Mr.  Shipken,  exposed  the  shameful 
extravagance,  and  palpable  dishonesty  of  the  Steward's  Houshold 
economy, with  all  the  clearness  of  reason,  and  all  the  force  of  facts. 
)  le  shewed  that  Nan,  the  predecessor  of  the  present  Family,  sup- 
ported her  Office  and  Houshold  with  greater  dignity  upon  little 
more  than  half  the  present  allowance,  considering  what  she 
voluntarily  contributed  to  the  general  expence  of  the  Bull 
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Family :  that,  over  and  above  the  allowauce  of  £"700,000  a 
year,  innumerable  perquisites,  fees,  fines,  and  occasional  sums 
to  a  great  amount,  found  their  way,  unaccounted  for,  into  the 
Steward's  hands,  and  were  all  sunk  in  that  bottomless  gulf 
of  pretended  secret  services,  that  is,  services  too  shameful  and 
infamous  to  be  named ;  at  the  same  time,  proh  pudor !  too 
well  known  to  need  to  be  named. 

As  instances  of  extravagant,  and  fraudulent  economy,  the 
following  may  be  mentioned.  In  defiance  of  the  legitimate 
Palaverian  mode,  ,£250,000  had  at  one  time  been  assessed  on 
the  Manor  under  pretence  of  protecting  it  from  some  appre- 
hended trespass  from  Gusty  Svvadd.  Then  all  at  once,  Svvadd,by 
some  seoret  manoeuvre,  was  become  John  Bull's  best  friend  : 
for  so  valuable  a  friendship,  John  must  further  pay  .£72,000 
a  year.     Thus  for  friend  or  foe,  John  must  be  pillaged. 

For  the  exclusive  privilege  of  pledging  the  safety  of  goods 
by  water-carriage,  in  which  the  Family  was  greatly  concerned, 
two  Companies  had  paid  to  the  Steward's  Office  ,£300,000. 
Some  vessels  belonging  to  John  Bull's  Family  had  arrived 
from  a  place  supposed  to  be  infected  with  pestilence,  and 
for  the  safety  of  the  Manor  were  ordered  to  be  burnt,  and 
the  sum  of  £24,000  granted  by  the  Palaverium  to  compen- 
sate the  loss  of  the  owners.  Notwithstanding  which  the 
goods  were,  by  the  management  of  the  Steward's  Agents,  sold 
at  their  full  price  and  the  money  pocketted  without  restitution. 
Thus,  not  only  was  John  Bull  defrauded  of  his  money,  but 
the  health  and  lives  of  every  inhabitant  on  the  Manor  endan- 
gered, by  the  fraud  and  avarice  of  the  Steward's  Office.  And 
thus  by  rapacious  arts,  and  fraudulent  pretences,  is  John 
Bull  daily  cozened  and  robbed,  and  all  swept  unaccounted 
for  into  the  Steward's  coffers,  or  those  of  his  Agents ;  aud 
yet  at  the  end  of  every  two  or  three  years  is  the  Family  called 
upon  to  pay  the  Steward's  debts. 

Thus  it  was  but  a  few  years  ago,  that,  as  above  stated,  any 
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sum  not  exceeding  .£1,000,000  had  been  asked,  and  granted 
to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Steward's  Houshold.  And  the  late 
Steward  had  then  declared  his  firm  determination  to  retrench, 
and  for  the  future  to  confine  his  expences  within  his  allow- 
ance ;  yet,  at  the  end  of  little  more  than  two  years,  a  new  de- 
mand of  the  same  sum,  and  for  the  same  purpose,  was  made, 
and  granted !  No  longer  ago  than  last  sitting  of  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office,  .£125,000  had  been  granted  for  some  particular  pre- 
tended secret  service:  and  now,  with  assurance  still  more 
astonishing  than  the  extravagance,  again  comes  Bob  the  Pimp 
with  a  new  demand  of  £6(K),000  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
Steward's  Houshold.  Bob's  assurance  put  even  his  own 
associates  to  the  blush,  and  some  of  them  seemed  ready  to 
confess  that  it  was  necessary  to  set  some  bounds  to  this 
boundless  profusion ;  and  that  some  account  ought  to  be 
given  how  such  vast  debts  were  constantly  contracted,  and 
such  immense  sums  expended.  Mr.  Shipken  observed,  that 
the  refusal  to  give  account  of  the  source  of  those  debts,  and 
the  expenditure  of  those  sums,  was  a  sure  proof  that  they  had 
been  expended  on  objects  too  wicked  and  infamous  even  to 
be  named  :  but  he  hoped  the  time  would  come  that  would 
bring  to  light  both  the  givers  and  receivers  of  these  shameful 
wages  of  iniquity  ;  and  brand  with  deserved  infamy  the  base 
mercenary  Agents  of  this  detestable  Commerce  of  Prostitution 
and  vice.  And  he  concluded  by  proposing,  that  those  about 
the  Steward  should  be  admonished  to  confine  the  Steward's 
Houshold  expences  within  the  sum  so  liberally  allowed  for 
them.  What  answer  did  Bob  and  his  Colleagues  make  to 
all  this  ?  Why,  truly  none  at  all. — That  was  a  mark  of  decency 
that  was  now  thought  unnecessary.  The  facts  could  neither 
be  denied,  nor  palliated  ;  and  the  less  was  said  about  them  the 
better.  Bob  knew  he  had  a  readier  and  surer  way  to  his 
purpose  than  answering  : — the  vote,  the  vote  of  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office  :  hia  friends  there  required  no  reason,  nor  answer  ;  they 
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w«rc  not  so  superfluous,  as  to  pretend  to  reason,  virtue,  or 
honour.  It  was  sufficient,  that  Bob  bore  the  bag.  If  they 
stinted  him,  how  was  he  to  pay  them  without  stint  ?  If  the 
Pandar  cannot  pay,  how  is  he  to  procure  the  Prostitute  ?  If 
the  Pimp  is  pinched  for  money,  how  is  he  to  supply  the  ex- 
travagance of  the  Wh — re  ?  Bob,  with  conscious  insolence, 
calls  for  the  vote ;  and  all  demands  are  granted. 

By  the  custom  of  the  Manor,  the  accession  of  a  new 
Steward  required  a  new  choosing  of  the  Lower  Chamber  of 
Mrs.  Bull's  Office.  Accordingly,  after  some  compliments 
from  Agricol  for  their  liberality,  which  they  certainly  deserved, 
the  old  Houshold  were  dismissed  and  a  new  one  ordered  to 
be  assembled.  But  this  made  no  difference ;  for  so  "widely 
was  the  contagion  of  mercenary  prostitution  diffused  over  the 
Manor,  that  the  influence  of  Bob  the  Pimp  and  his  subordi- 
nate procurers  was  scarce  less  powerful  with  the  choosers  of 
that  Houshold  than  in  the  Houshold  itself.  Hence  the  new 
domestics  were  found  equally  tractable,  equally  mercenary, 
equally  prostitute,  with  their  predecessors ;  and  rather  impa- 
tient to  be  initiated  into  the  impure  mysteries  than  any  way 
afraid  or  shy  of  the  contaminating  approach. 

At  their  first  meeting,  the  Steward,  according  to  custom, 
presented  them  with  the  usual  entertainment  of  flummery  ;  or 
in  plain  terms,  addressed  them  in  a  formal  and  set  speech  of 
complimentary  cozenage. 

Though  the  Manors  of  Great  Albion  and  Erin  were  at 
this  time  in  perfect  quiet  and  tranquillity,  and  had  no  reason 
to  apprehend  any  trespass  or  injury  from  any  quarter  5  yet  he 
set  forth  his  great  care  and  anxiety  for  the  security  of  the 
Manor  and  Family,  and  hoped  that  his  earnest  endeavours  to 
keep  all  quiet  on  Terrafirm  would  prove  successful.  But  in 
the  mean  time,  it  would  not  only  be  convenient,  but  absolutely 
necessary  to  supply  him  abundantly  with  Cash  to  provide 
against  all  contingencies.    And  he  promised,  as  his  father  had 
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always  done,  to  become  frugal,  and  spare  John  Bull's  money, 
as  soon  as  it  should  be  convenient.  All  this  was  mere  stuff, 
penned  by  Bob  to  wheedle  the  Office,  and  the  folk  on  the 
Manor,  and  to  prepare  them  for  the  unconscionable  demands 
which  he  intended  to  make  upon  them,  without  the  least 
prospect  or  purpose  of  performing  those  promises  of  eco- 
nomy, or  shewing  any  regard  for  the  Steward's  word  or  ho- 
nour, or  for  the  interest  of  the  Family  and  good  of  the 
Manor. 

However  each  Chamber  of  the  Palaverium  seemed  to  vie 
with  the  other  in  professions  of  devotion  to  the  new  Steward, 
in  plaudits  of  his  great  merit,  and  expressions  of  gratitude 
for  the  many  blessings  enjoyed  under  his  Stewardship  ;  though, 
in  fact  it  was  not  yet  eight  months  old.  And  thus  a  ready 
compliance  with  all  demands  might  be  anticipated.  Bob 
could  not,  indeed,  wish  a  more  favourable  prelude  to  the  game 
he  had  to  play  than  this  mutual  profusion  of  compliments ; 
so  he  began  it  without  ceremony. 

Having  first  demanded  and  obtained  whatever  might  be 
necessary  for  the  expence,  good  order,  and  improvement  of 
the  Manor,  recourse  was  next  had  to  the  same  extravagant 
and  shameful  pretence  made  use  of  in  the  last  Stewardship, 
to  draw  money  out  of  John  Bull's  pocket,  and  profuse  it 
upon  the  Steward's  Terrafirmal  connections  and  relations. 
Thus,  though  the  Manor  was  in  perfect  peace  and  security, 
a  sum,  not  less  than  JtQSO^JQO  was  demanded  and  granted, 
for  maintaining  in  constant  pay  on  Terrafirm  a  whole  host  of 
lawyers,  bailiffs,  and  bullies,  called  Hasseman's  retainers,  to  a 
cousin  of  Agricol's;  and  this  for  the  protection  of  John 
Bull's  Family  and  Manor ; — That  Manor,  which  of  all 
others  in  the  world,  from  its  water-girt  situation,  stood- the 
least  in  need  of  foreign  assistance ;  and  that  Family,  which  of 
all  others,  had  ever  shewn  itself  the  most  sufficient  for  its 
own  protection.     But  the  money  was  paid ;  and,  no  doubt, 
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the  generous  cousins  shared  it  between  them.  But  what  was 
perhaps,  even  more  ridiculous  than  extravagant,  a  little  pal- 
try country  squire,  the  Laird  of  Wolfemfuddle,  another 
cousin  of  Agncoi's,  who  could  scarce  furnish  a  decent  dinner 
for  his  family,  or  a  clean  shirt  for  his  back  on  Sunday,  was  to 
receive  £'25.000  a  year  ;  for  which  he  generously  undertook  to 
warrant  to  John  Bull  the  full  and  sure  possession  of  all  his 
three  Manors  of  Albion,  Caledonia,  aud  Erin:  Risum 
teneatis  amici  ?  And  our  old  friend  Gusty  Swadd,  must 
have  his  usual  sop  of  ,£50,000  a  year,  in  consideration  of 
Breaside  and  Greenglen. 

After  so  much  complaisance  on  the  part  of  John  Bull, 
he  probably  thought  himself  entitled  to  something  more  than 
mere  words  in  return.  In  the  usual  account  of  expences 
given  in  to  the  Palaverium,  one  article  was  ,£150,000, 
charged  as  having  been  expended  in  protecting  the  trade  and 
defending  the  extensive  commerce  the  Family  carried  on  by 
water  round  the  Manor.  Perhaps  it  was  found  that  notwith- 
standing this  heavy  charge,  and  the  known  superiority  of  the 
Bull  watercraft,  trade  had  been  but  indifferently  protected. 
Be  that  as  it  may—the  Palaverium  thought  it  right  to  apply 
to  the  Steward  for  a  distinct  account  of  the  particulars  in 
which  this  sum  had  been  expended.  But  this  was  a  con- 
descension by  no  means  to  be  granted — the  example  might 
be  dangerous.  But  the  Steward  very  gravely  assured  them 
that  the  whole  had  been  spent  upon  very  necessary  services  ; 
but  such  as  required  the  greatest  secrecy.  Of  the  last  part 
of  the  assertion,  no  man  will  doubt  the  truth.  The  time  has 
been,  when  such  an  answer  to  such  a  demand  would  have  ex- 
cited the  utmost  indignation  aud  resentment ;  but,  at  present, 
it  passed  as  perfectly  satisfactory.  Only  one  individual  ob- 
served,— That  if  so  impudent  and  unmeaning  a  mode  of  ac- 
counting for  the  Family's  money  was  allowed  to  pass,  there 
was  uo  use  for  a  Palaverium  ;  but,  a  rapacious  and  profligate 
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Major  Domo,  with  his  a  eociates,  might  do  whatever  he 
pleased,  and  set  John  Bull  and  his  Manor  both  to  sale. 

A  pretended  state  of  accounts  and  of  the  Family  affairs 
was  now  presented  to  the  Palavei  ium ;  by  which  it  wai 
attempted  to  shew  that  the  Family  debts  were  all  in  a  fair 
way  to  be  discharged,  and  all  incumbrances  on  the  Estate 
removed,  by  the  good  husbandry  and  frugal  economy  of  the 
present  managers  of  the  Steward's  Office.  This  was,  no 
doubt,  welcome  news.  But  to  what  did  it  tend  ?  Why, 
only  to  pave  the  way  for  a  new  demand  of  a  vote  for  an 
unlimited  sum  to  secure  the  trade  and  water  commerce  of  the 
Manor,  and  to  preserve  peace  and  cjuiet  upon  Terratirm. 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  honest  and  unseduced  part  of  Mrs. 
Bull's  Office  exclaimed  against  these  arts,  as  evident  frauds ; 
in  vain  that  they  detected  and  expressly  stated  to  the  Steward 
himself,  that  in  one  article  no  less  than  of.SOO/XX)  received  by 
him  had  been  entirely  omitted,  besides  innumerable  palpable 
and  studied  deceptions.  All  was  to  no  purpose ;  the  vote 
was  called  for,  and  granted  for  an  unlimited  expenditure. 
Besides  this  unlimited  grant  for  unspecified  purposes,  another 
Was  asked  and  obtained,  permitting  the  Steward  to  borrow 
.£.500,000  to  pay  the  wages  of  the  watermen  employed  in  the 
vessels  kept  for  protecting  the  Manor  and  its  trade  by  water ; 
though  this  very  article,  had  in  the  gross,  as  we  have  seen, 
been  already  twice  allowed  for.  Such  incredibilities  the 
memorialist  durst  not  venture  to  state,  were  not  the  facts  no- 
torious, and  confirmed  by  authentic  records  now  before  him. 
For  all  these  obliging  condescensions,  and  tins  boundless  con- 
fidence of  the  Palaverium,  the  Steward  now  returned  them 
thanks  in  a  strain  of  no  less  complaisance  and  professed  con- 
fidence ;  and  then  dismissed  them  for  the  present. 

Thus  the  Palaverium,  which,  while  tht;  major  part  of  it 
preserved  any  pretensions  to  virtue,  honour  or  honesty,  had 
often   been  considered  as  an  incumbrance  to  t"c  Steward, 
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and  viewed  with  no  little  jealousy,  was  now  become  his  mo&t 
useful  and  convenient  instrument ;  and  was  sure  to  be  called  to- 
gether, and  professedly  consulted  once  a  year  at  least,  if  it  was 
only  for  the  purpose  of  voting  new  sums,  and  sanctioning  the 
Major  Domo's  proceeding  ;  who  was  now  considered  as  their 
master  and  owner,  as  much  as  any  man  is  of  his  stable  or  dog-ken- 
nel. And  no  man  could  possess  a  better  trained  or  more  faithful 
and  obedient  pack.  It  is  true,  some  of  the  honest  and  unde- 
bauched  members  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office  would  occasionally 
introduce  some  proposal  for  the  interest  of  the  Family  ;  and 
if  those  did  not  at  all  affect  the  Steward's  interests,  nor  those 
of  his  Agents,  they  might,  perhaps,  be  permitted  to  consult, 
and  even  decide.  But,  if  they  in  the  least  interfered  with 
any  of  these,  Bob,  who  either  himself  or  some  of  his  keepers 
had  a  constant  eye  upon  them,  would  instantly  silence  them  ; 
which,  as  Pimp  Major,  he  could  always  do  with  a  word,  or 
even  with  a  wink  to  his  trusty  leaders  of  the  pack. 

As  the  Bull  Family  were  now  in  perfect  peace  and  quiet 
among  themselves,  and  free  from  all  quarrels  and  lawsuits 
with  their  neighbours,  plausible  pretences  for  demanding 
money  could  with  difficulty  be  found.  The  pretended  ex- 
penees  of  the  Steward's  Houshold,  and  secret  service  money, 
were,  however,  standing  sources  of  never  failing  demands. 
Notwithstanding  the  full  amount  of  their  demand  obtained 
last  sitting  of  the  Palaverium,  no  sooner  were  they  again 
met,  than  the  Steward's  Family  expences  were  again  played 
off  upon  them!  It  was  asserted  that  the  funds  allowed  for 
that  purpose  fell  short  of  the  sum  they  were  estimated  at ; 
and  it  was  proposed,  that  the  sum  of  £\5,000  a  year  should 
be  added  to  it.  It  was  to  no  purpose  that  it  was  clearly 
shown,  that  the  above  assertion  was  a  direct  falsehood  ;  and 
that  by  the  very  last  accounts  the  produce  of  those  funds  very 
considerably  exceeded  the  sums  at  which  they  were  estimated  ; 
yet  the  full  augmentation  proposed  was  granted  ;  and  oppo- 
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sition  and  objections  served  only  to  augment  the  triumph  of 
Bob  and  his  coadjutors,  and  to  display  their  equal  contempt 
of  honesty  and  of  shame. 

The  yearly  payments  of  .£230,920  to  Laird  Hasseman 
for  his  band  of  bailiffs,  and  bullies  which  never  existed; 
and  c£(2o,000  to  squire  Wolfemfuddle  to  guarrantee  John 
Bull's  Manors,  were  confirmed  and  continued  by  the  Pala- 
verium ;  though  it  had  been  proposed  to  desire  the  Steward 
to  discontinue  such  absurd  extravagance. 

At  this  period  the  abandoned  and  unprincipled  profligacy 
of  the  Steward's  Office  seems  to  have  diffused  itself  over  the 
whole  Manor.  Nothing  can  equal  the  picture  of  licentious- 
ness and  crimes  with  which  the  records  of  those  times  pre- 
sent us.  Never  were  robberies,  murders,  assasinations  and 
wilful  burnings  so  frequent ;  encouraged  and  secure  of 
impunity,  by  the  entire  neglect  of  every  thing  but  rapacity 
in  the  Steward's  Office  and  Agents ;  to  whom  it  belonged  to 
maintain  good  order  among  the  inhabitants,  and  to  see  the 
laws  of  the  Regality  executed.  In  conformity  with  the 
same  rapacity,  it  had  at  this  time  become  a  practice  to  send 
letters  to  persons  possessed  of  property,  demanding  cer- 
tain sums  of  money,  and  threatening  if  the  demand  was 
not  complied  with,  to  burn  them  alive,  with  all  that  belonged 
to  them  in  their  houses  ;  which  threatenings  were  in  some 
instances  actually  put  in  execution.  The  writers  oi  that  day 
represent  thieves,  robbers,  and  felons  to  have  been  more  nu- 
merous on  the  Manor  of  Albion,  at  least  in  the  environs  of 
die  Steward's  Seat  and  Office  ;  and  to  have  exceeded  in 
atrocity  what  any  other  period  had  produced,  since  civilization 
had  obtained  in  the  world.  Perhaps,  the  present  period  upon 
the  same  Manor  may  vie  even  with  this  description  ;  and  will 
be  found  also  to  originate  from  the  same  source,  the  profli- 
gate contemptible  character  of  those  about  tire  Steward's 
Office. 
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Itocfonte  derivata  clades 

In  patriam  populum  quejiuxit. 

Especially  are  wilful  and  deliberate  murders,  formerly  rare 
in  the  Bull  Family,  now  become  astonishingly  and  horribly 
frequent.*  Nor  are  these  atrocities  now  confined  to  Luds- 
tovvn  and  the  environs  of  the  Stewardly  residence,  but  the 
contagion  has  diffused  itself  through  the  whole  extent  of  the 
three  Manors. 

But  to  return  to  the  period  now  more  immediately  under 
our  consideration. — So  prevalent  was  the  depravity  in  the 
Palaverium,  that  besides  the  mercenary  prostitution  noto- 
riously known  to  be  carried  on  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Office  and 
Houshold,  at  this  time  a  number  of  the  members  of  it  were 
convicted  and  expelled  the  Office,  for  the  most  base  and 
sordid  acts  of  direct  fraud  and  villany. 

In  order  to  put  a  stop  to  this  most  fertile  source  of  depra- 
vation and  crime,  the  infamous  Commerce  of  Prostitution  be- 
tween the  Steward's  Office  and  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold,  about 
this  time  an  attempt  was  made  to  introduce  a  law,  that  no  person 
holding  any  office,  place  or  appointment;  or,  rereiving  any 
payment  whatsoever,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  the  Steward's 
Office,  should  be  capable  of  a  seat  in  the  Lower  Chamber 
of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office.  And  to  this  effect  every  member  of 
that  Chamber  was  to  be  obliged  to  take  a  solemn  and  circum- 
stantial oath.  This  would,  indeed,  have  struck  at  the  very 
root  of  the  evil.  But  though  Mrs.  Bull  herself  and  every 
honest  and  uncorrupled  individual  in  both  chambers  of  her 
Office,  earnestly  desired  and  strenuously  supported  the  propo- 
sal, there  were  too  many  who  profited,  who  subsisted  solely 
by  the  trade  of  prostitution  ;  and  the  interest  of  the  Steward's 

*  This  may  have  been  written  about  the  time  of  the  murder  of  the 
JVlar*,  and  some  other  atrocious  instances  of  the  same  uattire. — fret.  Com, 
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Office  was  too  much  involved  in  it,  for  such  a  proposal  to 
succeed.  And  though  the  attempt  was  again  and  again  re- 
newed, it  had  always  the  same  opposers,  and  always  suffered 
the  same  defeat. 

There  is  one  circumstauce  which  i  i  Jy  marks  the  un- 
principled character  ot  many  of  the  most  obtrusive  partisans 
on  both  sides,  in  these  disputes  between  the  party  of  the  Stew- 
ard and  the  party  of  the  Family.  We  have  formerly  taken 
notice,  that  it  was  a  common  practice  with  the  Steward's 
•Office,  when  they  found  themselves  obstinately  and  ably  op- 
posed by  any  member  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold,  to  endeavour 
at  any  price,  to  corrupt,  entice,  and  seduce  the  persons  over  to 
their  party,  by  offers  of  places  and  appointments  under  the  Stew- 
ard ;  which  offers,  too  oftei;  prevailed.  The  circumstance  most 
worthy  of  note  is, — That  no  sooner  had  the  party  changed  his 
side,  than  without  a  blush,  without  an  apology,  without  a  pre- 
tence of  any  new  light  on  the  subject,  he  became  one  of 
the  most  bold  and  strenuous  defenders  of  the  very  persons, 
practices,  and  principles,  which  he  had  the  day  before  most 
deservedly  condemned  and  reprobated  in  the  strongest  and 
severest  terms. 


Chap.   VIII. 


Contents. — The  Stewardship  of  the  Second  Agricol  continued. — 
Another  abortive  Attempt  for  the  Restoration  of  the  Yagob  Family 
— it»  Causes — Progress — Frustration— and  final  Consequences. 

J3UT  one  of  the  most  interesting  incidents  of  this  Stew- 
ardship, was  a  new  insurrection  which  occurred  within  the 
Manor,   in   favour   of    the    son    of  the   discarded    Steward 
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Yagob.  At  least  to  the  Bull  and  Caledon  Families  them- 
selves, this  was  the  most  interesting ;  for  those  transactions  in 
which  they  were  so  ruinously  implicated,  and  their  money  so 
profusely  lavished,  were  merely  for  the  Steward's  interest; 
and  such  as  had  no  relation  to  the  Families,  beside  extorting 
their  money.  Abused  and  pillaged,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Manor  had  been  under  the  last  and  present  Steward,  it  can- 
not be  supposed  that  they  were  very  zealously  attached  to 
their  interest.  However,  the  people  on  the  Manor  in  gene- 
ral, who  gave  themselves  very  little  concern  about  Stewards, 
or  Steward's  offices,  after  paying  their  contributions,  were 
willing  to  enjoy  the  rest  in  peace  and  quiet.  And,  to  do  this 
race  of  Stewards  justice,  only  let  them  have  money  without 
bounds  or  stint,  and  they  gave  themselves  little  trouble  or 
concern  with,  or  for,  the  people  on  the  Manor;  and  shewed 
no  wish  or  inclination  to  trouble  or  hurt  them  further.  But 
still  there  were  many  remaining  friends  of  the  old  Family, 
who  were  ready  to  take  advantage  of  the  too  much  cause  given 
by  the  insatiable  rapacity,  and  profusion  of  the  Steward's 
Office  and  Agents,  to  excite  troubles  and  discontents  in  the 
Family.  And  this  was  the  case  especially  on  the  Caledonian 
Manor. 

In  the  coalition  which  had  been  effected  between  the 
two  Manors  and  Families,  the  Caledonian  had  rather  been 
sold  and  betrayed  by  a  few  leading  men  in  the  Family,  than 
equally  united  with  the  general  consent  of  the  people.  And 
though  the  Family  in  general  may  have  derived  advantage 
from  it  by  greater  security  and  tranquillity,  and  the  increase 
of  industry  and  good  order  through  the  Manor,  yet  there 
were  certain  rude  and  mountainous  districts  in  that  Manor, 
possessed  by  a  bold,  roving,  uncultivated  race  of  people,  who 
had  little  relish  for  industry  or  order ;  and  who  found  them- 
selves much  restrained  in  their  usual  free  and  licentious  mode 
of  life.     These  sort  of  people,  prompt,  rash,  and  inconsider- 
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ate,  are  generally  ready  for  any  bold  and  adventurous  under- 
taking. But  beside  their  natural  turbulent  character,  and  an 
attachment  to  the  Yagob  Family,  as  sprung  from  among 
themselves,  they  had  at  present  a  particular  incentive  from 
just  and  strong  motives  of  resentment  and  revenge  against 
the  Steward  and  his  emissaries. 

Being  little  used  to  industry,  or  labour,  and  now  much 
restrained  in  their  accustomed  licentiousness,  a  number  of 
them  had  entered  themselves  into  those  bands  of  bailiffs  and 
bullies,  which  were  now  kept  up  on  almost  every  manor  in 
the  whole  country  round,  especially  on  Terrafirm,  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  supporting  the  influence  and  domination  of 
the  Stewards.  But  they  entered  themselves  into  this  band 
upon  the  express  condition  that  they  should  not  be  sent  out 
of  the  Manor  of  Great  Albion,  nor  beyond  the  Great  Waters 
which  surrounded  it.  But  the  Steward  and  his  Agents,  in 
their  endless  Terrafirmal  transactions  in  which  they  had  in- 
volved the  Families  and  Manor  of  Great  Albion,  were  con- 
tinually disposed  to  sacrifice  both  the  people  and  their  pro- 
perty for  the  protection  and  enlargement  of  his  patrimonial 
possessions. 

Among  others  thus  destined  those  mouutaineers,  in  con- 
tempt of  their  direct  stipulations  to  the  contrary,  were  order- 
ed to  embark  for  Terrafirm  :  which  they  refused  to  do; 
pleading  the  express  terms  of  their  agreement.  But  no  re- 
gard was  paid  to  their  plea.  The  order  for  their  embark- 
ation was  persisted  in  ;  and  they  persisted  to  stand  on  the 
terms  of  their  engagement.  Nor  was  it  attempted  on  the 
other  hand  to  deny  the  truth  of  these  terms.  They  continued 
to  obey  orders  to  the  last  possible  moment :  but  when 
arrived  at  the  place  of  embarkation,  one  step  further  would 
have  put  all  redress  beyond  their  power.  They  accordingly 
refused  to  set  a  foot  on  board  the  vessels  prepared  for  them  ~ 
aud  at  last  retired  in  a  body  with  their  weapons.     They  were 
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immediately  pursued,  and  surrounded,  by  a  band  of  horsemen  J 
and  were  prevailed  upon  to  surrender  quietly,  and  return  with 
them.  They  were  carried  to  Ludstown,  pinioned  like  male- 
factors, and  a  number  of  them  deliberately  shot  to  death  in 
cold  blood,  for  daring  to  plead  truth  and  justice  against 
Stewardical  power;  and  the  rest  were  banished  their  country 
for  ever.  Had  these  men  suspected  their  fate  before  they 
surrendered,  they  would,  probably,  have  sold  their  lives  dear, 
and  not  a  man  of  them  have  yielded  alive :  such  is  the  daring 
and  desperate  character  of  the  race  to  which  they  belong. 

The  above  is  a  striking  instance  of  the  unprincipled  perfidy 
of  the  Stewardical  spirit,  and  of  the  little  account  it  makes  of 
the  lives  and  liberty  of  men  ;  nay,  with  what  eager  gust  it 
sacrifices  them  to  its  resentment  and  revenge,  when  it  cannot 
dispose  of  them  for  its  interest  and  vanity  :  and  the  event 
shews  to  what  extensive  and  unforeseen  scenes  of  misery 
such  provocation  may  lead,  and  with  how  much  public  dis- 
aster and  woe  such  wanton  injustice  and  perfidy  are  often 
atoned  :  though  no  doubt  the  actors  in  this  scene  thought 
their  victims  too  contemptible,  either  to  claim  justice,  or  to- 
attempt  revenge.  Those  who  were  put  to  oeath  on  this  occa- 
sion were  persons  of  some  consequence,  and  connections,  in 
the  Caledonian  Manor  and  among  their  own  friends ;  and 
their  fate,  with  the  periidy  and  treachery  of  the  whole  trans- 
action, and  the  contumely  it  seemed  to  imply,  made  a  deep 
impression,  and  excited  an  inextinguishable  desire  of  revenge 
in  the  breasts  of  a  naturally  irritable  and  vindictive  race. 

The  attempt  of  the  Young  Adventurer  followed  nearly  at 
the  heels  of  the  above  transaction,  and  presented  a  favourable 
opportunity  for  that  revenge  which  was  so  eagerly  thirsted  after. 
Though  the  Son  of  the  late  Yagob  was  still  alive,  it  was  the 
grandson  Carlos,  who,  in  behalf  of  his  father,  went  upon  this 
enterprise;  and  he  could  scarcely  have  chosen  a  more  favourable 
time  for   his  undertaking.     .Agricol,  as    was    generally   the 
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case,  in  defiance  of  the  chief  article  on  which  his  Settlement 
depended,  was  on  Terrafirm  pursuing  the  interests  of  his 
family  and  connections  there  ;  which,  during  this  and  the  last 
Stewardship,  were  objects  of  much  more  attention  than  the 
Albion  and  Caledonian  Manors ;  and  much  more  influenced 
the  economy,  and  much  more  consumed  the  fortune  of  the 
Bull  Family,  than  any  concerns  of  their  own.  His  son  Willy, 
at  the  head  of  his  bailiffs  and  bullies  drawn  from  the  Albion 
Manor,  was  also  on  Terrafirm  pursuing  the  same  objects. 

Carlos  having  passed  the  Great  Waters  not  without  some 
danger,  landed  at  those  rude  and  mountainous  districts  of  the 
Caledouian  Manor  we  have  mentioned,  and  was  soon  joined 
by  a  number  of  the  old  adherents  of  his  family  ;  and  still 
more  eagerly  by  the  connections  of  those  who  had  been  so 
perfidiously  and  cruelly  sacrificed  in  the  transaction  above  re- 
lated. The  news  of  Carlos'  arrival,  it  may  be  supposed, 
caused  no  little  bustle  and  alarm  among  those  with  whom 
Agricol  had  left  the  management  of  affairs  in  his  absence. 

Carlos  having  got  together  a  band  of  zealous  partisans  in 
those  mountainous  districts,  began  to  move  towards  the  Bull 
Manor,  hoping  to  be  joined  and  supported  by  numerous 
friends  as  he  proceeded.  But  in  this  expectation  he  was 
rather  disappointed.  For  though  the  folk  in  general,  who 
were  beyond  the  reach  of  sharing  in  the  profusion  of  the 
Steward's  Office  and  the  wages  of  prostitution  in  Mrs.  Bull's 
Houshold,  could  have  no  great  attachment  to  Agricol ;  yet, 
as  after  their  contributions  were  paid,  lie  left  them  pretty 
much  to  themselves,  they  lived  tolerably  contented  and  com- 
fortable ;  which  they  remembered  was  far  from  being  the 
case  under  the  former  family.  The  affair  of  the  Holiday 
Dress,  and  the  bloody  business  it  occasioned,  was  not  forgot- 
ten :  and  it  was  well  known  that  this  Carly  had  all  the  blind 
aeal  and  absurd  bigotry  for  Peter  and  Petcrkinism  that  had 
fever  distinguished  his  family  :   and  this  alone  was  a  sufficient 
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bar  to  success  with  the  folk  in  general  on  both  Manors.  But 
as  the  Young  Adventurer  conducted  himself  with  much  civili- 
ty and  moderation,  and  kept  his  followers  in  tolerable  order, 
the  folk  held  themselves  pretty  quiet,  with  much  seeming  in- 
difference to  either  party. 

Carlos  proposed  to  advance  to  Ludstown  itself,  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Steward,  and  by  a  general  issue  at  law  to  eject 
Agricol.  As  he  advanced  he  had  some  scuffles  with  a  few  of 
the  bailiffs  and  bravos  of  the  other  party ;  and  some  on 
both  sides  met  with  broken  heads  and  bloody  noses,  and  some 
had  even  their  brains  knocked  out.  In  these  brawls  the  ad- 
vantage happened  generally  to  fall  on  the  side  of  the  Young 
Adventurer.  And  to  the  great  disgrace  of  the  inhabitants, 
he  even  possessed  himself  of  Edintown,  the  Stewardical 
mansion  of  the  Caledonian  Manor.  Here,  however,  he 
made  little  stay  ;  and,  as  he  proceeded  some  munitions  and 
districts  in  the  Albion  Manor  fell  also  into  his  possession, 
and  he  was  fast  approaching  to  Ludstown ;  which  was  under 
no  little  apprehension  and  alarm. 

In  the  mean  time,  Agricol  and  Willy  his  son  were  arrived 
from  Terrafirm,  and  preparations  were  making  effectually  to 
oppose  the  rash  adventurers.  Carlos  having  now  advanced 
into  the  very  centre  of  the  Albion  Manor,  found  himself 
miserably  disappointed  in  his  expectation  of  being  joined  by 
the  tenants  and  folk  on  the  Estate  ;  scarce  one  of  whom  of 
any  consideration  c  me  near  him.  And  rinding  Agricol's 
lawyers,  bailiffs,  and  bullies  gathering  in  large  parties  around 
him,  he  found  it  necessary  to  tread  back  his  steps ;  which,  in 
spite  of  all  opposition,  he  did  with  astonishing  good  order 
and  success.  Being  again  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Edintown,  he  was  encountered  on  Downkirk  Moor  by  one  of 
Agricol's  bailiffs,  who  had  boasted  that  with  a  few  men  on 
horseback  to  keep  up  the  pursuit,  he  would  drive  those  nim- 
ble mountaineers  and  their  leader  from  one  extremity  of  the 
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Manor  to  the  other.  This  fine  fellow,  with  his  horsemen, 
being  arrived  near  the  retreating  mountaineers,  was  told,  that 
instead  of  giving  him  the  trouble  of  pursuing  them,  they 
were  coming  to  meet  him.  At  this  he  affected  to  laugh; 
nor  would  believe  it,  till  they  were  absolutely  about  his  ears ; 
and  made  such  work  among  his  horsemen,  that  many  of  them 
were  soon  dismounted  never  to  mount  again  :  and  he,  and 
the  rest,  were  glad  to*s*camper  off  to  Ldintown,  with  such 
black  eyes  and  bloody  noses,  that  they  were  ashamed  to  shew 
their  faces  for  some  time  after  ;  beside  a  number  that  really 
had  their  brains  beat  out  in  the  brawL 

In  the  mean  time,  Willy  with  his  mermidons,  was  fast  ad- 
vancing upon  Carlos  and  his  mountaineers,  with  assured  confi- 
dence of  driving  them  out  of  the  Manor.  Carlos  repaired 
to  the  woody  and  mountainous  tracts,  where  he  thought  he 
could  best  secure  himself  and  followers,  and  where  he  had 
most  friends.  But  even  these  began  now  to  be  shy  of  openly 
joining  him  ;  though,  I  think,  none  of  them  could  ever  be  in- 
duced to  betray  him.  But  now,  if  not  the  courage,  at  least 
the  fortune  and  prudence  of  the  whole  party  seemed  to  have 
forsaken  them. 

At  last,  in  mere  desperation,  they  determined  to  turn  upon 
their  pursuers,  and  to  put  ail  to  the  hazard  in  one  of  those  pu- 
gilistic rencounters,  which  frequently  occur  in  cases  of  eject- 
ment or  trespass.  II  ere  the  contest  was  for  a  while  main- 
tained with  great  resolution  on  both  sides,  but  the  event  was 
such  as  might  with  certainty  be  anticipated,  from  the  in- 
equality of  the  combatants  in  number  and  preparation  ;  it  was 
a  man  to  an  host ;  a  handful  of  driven  mountaineers  to  the 
whole  posse  of  both  Manors,  with  the  yet  undaunted  Willy 
at  their  head. 

The  consequences  of  this  event  were  decisive  and  truly 
shocking,  but  would  be  too  painful  to  be  here  particularly  re- 
lated.    To  say  nothing  of  broken  limbs,  battered  brains,  and 
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mangled  bodies,  usual  on  such  occasions ;  it  is  said,  there 
were  some,  and  those  of  note  in  Willy's  party,  who,  after  the 
combat  was  over,  amused  themselves  in  mutilating  the  dead, 
torturing  the  dying,  and  beating  out  the  brains  of  those  who 
might  otherwise  have  recovered.  Those  who  escaped  were 
pursued,  and  every  where  knocked  on  the  head,  or  shot  to 
death  like  wild  beasts.  The  women,  who,  with  their  chil- 
dren, had  remained  in  their  houses,  after  seeing  their  husbands 
murdered,  were  violated,  stripped  naked,  and  turned  on  the 
mountains ;  every  house  and  habitation  was  burnt,  and  some 
whole  families  were  shut  up  and  burnt  alive  in  their  houses. 
And  when  these  horrid  executioners  of  vengeance  retired, 
they  left  behind  them  an  extensive  tract  of  the  Caledonian 
Manor  entirely  waste,  desolate,  and  silent ;  as  if  man  and 
beast  had  been  swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth  !  So  that 
there  is  scarce  in  human  records  a  scene  of  such  severe  ven- 
geance and  universal  destruction  to  be  met  with.  Indeed,  an 
unaccountable  and  unnatural  thirst  of  blood  seems  at  this 
time  to  have  seized  the  victorious  Chief;  for  a  number  of  his 
own  party,  amounting  to  about  forty,  having,  through  fear, 
or  some  other  motive,  absented  themselves  from  the  combat, 
being  afterwards  found,  they  were  not,  as  is  usual  on  such 
occasions,  subjected  to  whipping  and  scourging,  and  such 
corrective  punishment,  or  a  few  dispatched  for  example  to 
the  rest :  they  were  every  man  of  them  knocked  on  the  head, 
like  so  many  bullocks  for  the  slaughter.  It  is  true,  the  busi- 
ness was  over,  and  Carlos  and  his  party  entirely  suppressed  ; 
and  these  men  were  now  no  more  wanted  for  the  Steward's  im- 
mediate use  ;  and  with  that  rank  of  persons,  to  say  the  life  of  a 
man  and  the  life  of  a  dog  is  of  equal  account,  would  be  far 
short  of  a  fair  statement.  With  such,  the  life  of  a  dog  may 
be  no  small  object ;  the  life  of  a  thousand  men  passes  for  no- 
thing. W  ith  them,  the  deatli  of  so  many  men  in  their  cause, 
and  of  so  many  mites  in  they-  cheese,  is  of  equal  estimation. 
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And  to  this  day,  the  Chieftain  in    this  business    is    distin- 
guished in  those  parts  by  the  name  of  Butcher  Willy. 

It  would  be  as  painful  to  the  Reader,  as  it  is  to  the  Compi- 
ler of  these  Memoirs,  to  relate  the  shocking  barbarities  ex- 
ercised upon  the  wretched  victims  that  fell  alive  into  the 
hands  of  the  Agents  and  Executioners  of  the  Steward. — 
The  mangling  of  carcasses,  the  ripping  out  of  bowels  and 
burning  them  in  the  sight  of  the  owners  yet  alive,  with  other 
such  tortures  and  cruelties  as  could  only  be  invented  in  Hell 
itself,  and  exercised  only  by  its  Agents. 

Yet  cruelty  and  inhumanity  certainly  are  not  the  particular 
characteristics  of  the  Bull  Family.  These  horrid  inflictions 
must,  therefore,  be  ascribed  to  the  habitual  and  systematic  con- 
tempt of  human  suffering,  with  the  Stewardical  character  in 
general.  As  to  the  Family  in  question,  the  most  that  can  be 
ascribed  to  them  is  a  blunted  perception,  a  natural  deficiency 
in  feeling  and  sentiment ;  and  even  that  may  be  but  an  effect 
of  the  tendency  of  such  a  station,  to  privation  of  capacity, 
and  depravation  of  character. — Raru  enim ferine sensus  com- 
munis  in  ilia  for  tun  a — is  a  maxim,  to  which,  in  these 
Memoirs,  we  have  constant  occasion  to  recur. 
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Chap.  IX. 

Contents. — The  Stewardship  of  the  Second  Agricol  continued.— The 
Steward's  Agents  resume  theirRapacity  and  Profusion  with  redoubled 
diligence. — The  whole  wealth  of  the  Manor  being  unequal  to  their 
demands,  they  borrow  immense  sums  upon  John  Bull's  credit. — 
Hence,  he  is  iuvolved  in  debt,  which  has  gone  on  increasing  to  this 
day,  so  that  he  stands  on  the  brink  of  Bankruptcy. — An  effectual 
remedy  for  this  desperate  case,  would  exclude  every  Agent  of  the 
Steward,  and  instrument  of  the  Steward's  Office  from  the  Lower 
Chamber  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office. 

J.  HIS  internal  insurrection  in  the  Manor  being  thoroughly 
*luelied,  the  Agents  of  the  Steward's  Office  resumed  with 
redoubled  eagerness  their  accustomed  rapacity  and  profusion. 
And,  as  if  they  had  resolved  to  compensate  for  the  lost  time 
in  which  their  attention  had  been  diverted  to  other  objects, 
and  to  to  try  how  much  the  patience  of  John  Bull  would 
bear  ;  how  much  they  could  find  pretences  to  lay  upon  him  ; 
how  much  lavish  upon  the  Steward's  Terrafirmal  connec- 
tions— just  at  this  time  the  following  incredible  list  appears, 
as  demanded  by  the  Steward's  Office,  and  granted  by  the 
Palaverium. 

To  the  Dowager  Widow  of  Squire  South,  as  nominal  supe- 
rior of  Agricol's  Palaverium  Terrafirmal  Estates,  an  yearly 
pension  of  c£433,000,  under  the  name  of  a  Retainer.  To 
the  Laird  of  Sardin  o£300,000,  under  the  same  designation. 
To  keep  up  on  Agricol's  Estate  on  Terrafirm  a  band  of 
bailiffs  and  bullies,  to  take  part  in  all  the  quarrels  in  the 
neighbourhood,  .£410,000.  To  keep  up  so  many  Hassemans 
for  the  same  purpose,  c£'Hil,(J07  ;  all  to  be  paid  o.,t  of  John 
Bull's  pocket.  To  the  Lord  of  Ruskia,  £500,000.  To  the 
Lairds  of  Collon,  Menz,  and  Bavar,  c£'33,000  each;  for 
he  mere  sake  of  lavishing  John  Bull's  money  on  Agricol's 
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connections.  And  lastly,  to  Agricol  himself,  to  enable  him 
to  carry  on  his  Terrafirmal  quarrels  and  lawsuits  with  success, 
.£500,000.  Yet  not  satisfied  with  this  incredible  profusion, 
the  Steward  again  complained  that  the  funds  for  the  support 
of  his  Houshold  expences  fell  short  of  the  sums  expected, 
and  he  hoped  they  would  make  up  the  deficiency  ;  which, 
notwithstanding  the  known  redundancy  of  these  funds,  was 
implicitly  complied  with  ;  and  more  than  £  100,000  a  year 
was  added  to  his  former  allowance. 

About  this  time,  also,  he  married  his  eldest  daughter  to 
Squire  Orasis,  and  asked  Mrs.  Bull  to  give  her  a  portion. 
For  the  Steward's  eldest  daughter,  this  had  been  customary ; 
and  £80,000  was  given.  A  little  after  he  begged  something 
for  pin-money  ;  £5,000  a  year  was  granted.  Soon  after  this 
he  sent  notice  to  Mrs.  Bull  that  he  had  settled  £39,000  a 
year  out  of  John  Bull's  Estate  upon  his  unmarried  daughters, 
and  hoped  she  u  ould  confirm  the  settlement ;  which  was 
done  accordingly  Presently  after  this,  he  sent  word  to  Mrs. 
Bull  that  he  intended  to  give  his  daughter  Moll  to  his  cousin, 
Squire  I  iasseman,  and  hoped  she  would  give  the  girl  a  fortune ; 
£40,000  was  given.  These  two  last  articles  were  things 
never  before  asked  or  thought  of  by  the  most  grasping  of  the 
antient  Stewards.  But  not  content  with  this,  six  months  after 
the  marriage,  under  pretence  of  hiring  bullies  and  bravos  of 
this  Hasseman,  £250,000  a  year  were  settled  upon  him  for 
four  years  certain.  In  the  course  of  these  Memoirs  we 
shall  soon  find  this  faithful  kinsman  and  ally,  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  such  profuse  liberality,  turned  Peterkin,  and  joining 
Lewis  Baboon  against  his  father  in-law  in  his  misfortune. 
In  short,  it  would  be  dilricult  to  determine  whether  the  una- 
bashed assurance  with  which  money  was  demanded,  or  the 
patient  compliance  with  which  it  was  granted,  were  most 
astonishing. 

But  the  Steward  having,  as  we  have  said,  got  a  Palaverium 
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entirely  at  his  disposal ;  and  the  Steward's  Major  Domo, 
being,  by  means  of  his  other  office  of  Pimp  General,  as 
much  master  in  Mrs.  Bull's  house  as  in  his  own,  whatever  he 
chose  to  propose,  was  sure  of  a  ready  and  eager  compliance. 
It  is  no  part  of  the  character  of  pimps  and  prostitutes  to  cal- 
culate consequences. 

The  sums  lavished  would  indeed  be  incredible,  and  what  no 
estate  could  immediately  raise;  but  John  Bull's  credit  was  so 
well  established,  that  if  once  John  was  engaged  for  the  amount, 
any  sum  could  readily  be  borrowed.  And  even  those  leeches, who 
so  insatiably  sucked  the  Family  wealth,  were  ghtd  to  deposit 
their  portions  again  here  for  high  interest  for  a  second  in- 
crease. And  in  this  way  John  Bull's  affairs  have  been  car- 
ried on  from  that  time  to  the  present,  till  he  is  involved  in  a 
debt  bevond  the  fee  simple  of  his  Estate.  And  which,  instead 
of  any  hopes  or  prospect  of  being  paid  or  diminished,  is 
yearly  increasing  by  millions,  even  while  he  stands  on  the  very 
brink  of  bankruptcy. 

And  though  there  may  be  no  impossibility  in  the  nature  of 
things,  for  John  Bull  to  recover  his  affairs  by  a  system  of 
frugality  and  economy,  as  rigid,  and  as  obstinately  persisted 
in,  as  the  contrary  system  of  extravagance  and  profusion 
has  been  ;  yet,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Family 
and  Manor,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  presc  nt  Agents,  it  is  im- 
possible that  any  such,  scheme  of  frugality  and  temperance 
should  be  admitted  or  earned  through.  By  the  lavish  pro- 
fusion, and  boundless  extravagance,  01  initiating  with  the  Stew- 
ard's Office  and  Agents,  voluptuousne  s  and  indulgence  are 
grown  so  much  into  a  habit,  and  so  widely  diffused  from  that 
office  downward  to  all  whom  its  remotest  influence  can 
reach,  that  the  very  fopperies  and  follies  of  extreme  luxury 
are  considered  as  essential  to  their  existence.  And  though 
these  may  be  in  number  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole 
folk  on  the  Manor,  yet  have  they,  by  means  of  that  prostitu- 
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tlon  carried  on  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Family,  ingrossed  the  whole 
power  of  the  Manor,  and  almost  the  whole  wealth  of  the. 
Family  into  their  hands.  And  by  the  influence  which  these 
give  them,  the  contagion  of  prostitution,  with  the  infection  of 
that  loathsome  disease  it  has  engendered,  have  diffused  them- 
selves to  almost  every  corner  of  the  Manor ;  and  the  Bull  and 
Caledonian  Families,  formerly  so  sound,  healthy,  and  vigorous 
a  race,  are  now  little  better  than  a  mass  of  corruption; 
and  the  Manor  a  mere  lazar-housc  of  putrifaction  and 
filthiness.  And  the  whole  must  soon  terminate  in  entire  dis- 
solution; 

To  remedy  all  this,  indeed,  one  step  only  is  necessary  ; 
that  is,  to  make  a  law  of  the  Manor  entirely  to  prohibit  that 
infamous  Commerce  of  Prostitution  between  the  Steward's 
Office  and  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold  ;  and  that  no  person  holding 
any  place,  office,  appointment,  or  pension  under  the  Steward, 
shall  be  capable  of  a  seat  in  the  Lower  Chamber  of  Mrs. 
Bull's  Office.  In  short,  to  make  it  of  sure  felonious  conse- 
quence to  be  detected  in  this  infamous  Commerce.  But 
while  those  two  offices,  with  the  Steward,  have  the  making  of 
all  laws,  what  chance  is  there  of  such  a  law  being  obtained  ? 
Yet,  without  such  a  law,  and  that  speedily,  the  condition  of 
the  Family  is  desperate, — it  is  all  over  with  John  Bull ! 

It  would  be  tedious  and  disgusting  to  return  again  to  the 
constantly  increasing  instances  of  gross  profusion,  the  blind 
bargains,  absurd  agreements,  and  ruinous  engagements  en- 
tered into  hy  tht  Steward  and  his  Agents,  with  his  Terrafirmal 
connections,  at  the  expence  cf  John  Bull;  by  which,  without 
any  interest  or  connections  with  the  object,  lie  was  become  a 
principal  in  every  quarrel  and  lawsuit  on  Terrain m.  Thus  was 
poor  John  most  miserably  duped  by  those  he  most  trusted. 
Thus  was  his  wealth  lavished,  without  procuring  him  either 
advantage  or  respect ;  and  his  affairs  carried  on  without 
conduct,  without  concert,  without  the  confidence  either  of 
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the  Family  itself,  or  of  their  dear  purchased  friends;  who, 
after  incalculable  sums  received  to  secure  their  partiality  and 
assistance,  were  ready  on  the  first  occasion  to  join  his  ene- 
mies ;  and  to  turn  the  bands  of  bailiffs,  bullies,  and  consta- 
bles, kei  i  up  at  John  Bull's  expence,  and  paid  with  his  money, 
against  hunseif  and  the  party  which  he  supported.  This  was 
actualiv  done  b\  many, especially  by  the  Dowager  Lady  South, 
who  had  bteti  in  the  habit  of  receiving  a  yearly  pension  of 
c£40(),000  of  John  Hull's  money  out  of  mere  sympathy  and 
friendship.  i  bus  was  John  duped  bv  his  Steward,  robbed 
by  his  Agents,  betrayed  by  his  friends,  contemned  by  his 
enemies,  and  ridiculed  and  laughed  at  by  all  the  world. 

In  vain  was  it  proposed  by  the  honest  part  of  the  Palave- 
rium,  to  request  the  Steward  not  to  be  so  lavish  of  the 
Family's  money;  and,  especially  to  remonstrate  against  those 
Terrafirmai  connections,  upon  which  such  immense  sums 
were  lavished,  under  pretence  of  retaining  lawyers,  even  in 
time  of  perfect  quiet ;  when  there  was  no  cause  to  defend, 
nor  quarrel  to  maintain.  Though  the  proposal  was  strenu- 
ously supported  in  both  Chambers  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  by 
the  few  faithful  friends  of  the  Family  ;  yet,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Steward's  Agents,  and  the  number  of  prostitutes 
among  Mrs.  Bull's  domestics,  it  was  srouted  and  rejected  in 
both.  In  these  absurd,  ruinous,  and  debasing  transactions, 
passed  the  greater  part  of  the  Stewardship  of  the  second 
Agricol ;  but  towards  the  close  of  it  a  more  active  and 
interesting  scene  took  place. 
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Chap.   X. 

Contents. — The  Stewardship  of  the  Second  Agricol  continued. — Colum- 
bia discovered  ; — a  New  World — in  which  botli  John  Bull  and  Lewis 
Baboon  obtain  extensive  M«nois. —  Lewis  attempts,  by  craft,  to  oust 
John  of  liis  Columbian  Estate  : — Quarrel  and  jro  to  L  w  upon  the  sub- 
ject : — the  whole  of  Euporia  and  Columbia  implicated  in  the  Quarrel. 
— Agricol  a  armed  for  his  Ten  afii  mal  Farm  : — engages,  and  i  etains,  at 
incredible  e\ pence,  all  the  Lawyers,  Bailiffs,  and  Bullies,  on  Terra- 
firm—  rind  all  at  John  Bull's  cost — all  of  whom,  as  soon  as  the  Quarrel 
broke  out,  actually  joined  their  neighbour  Lewis  against  poor  duped 
John  Bull: — For  though  it  was  very  convenient  for  them  to  receive 
John's  money,  he  lay  too  far  from  them  to  be  able  either  to  protect, 
or  hurt  them — whereas,  their  Lands  every  where  bordering  upon 
Lewis's  Manor,  to  quarrel  with  him  was  sure  ruin. 

tV  E  have  already  taken  notice  that  the  Albanion  Manors, 
including  that  of  Green  Krin,  were  sin  rounded  with  immense 
waters ;  so  extensive  in  some  directions,  that  for  ages  no  man 
knew  the  bounds  of  them, — or  rather  it  was  scarce  ever 
thought,  by  ordinary  minds,  whether  they  had  any  bounds,  or 
whether  any  thing  lay  beyond  them.  At  last  one  Columb, 
a  person  of  a  mind  and  genius  far  superior  to  the  age  in  which 
nature  h;td  produced  him,  conceived  the  thought  that  these 
waters  must  of  necessity  have  some  bounds  ;  must  either  ter- 
minate in  some  unknown  .ands  beyond  them,  or  extend 
round  the  globe  tili  they  reached  the  already  known  lands  in 
the  opposite  quarter  Strongly  possessed  of  this  rational 
idea,  he  formed  the  design  of  rinding  those  bounds,  and  what 
lay  beyond  those  waters.  With  a  view  to  ilns  he  had  long 
solicited  it  i-  wealth)  proprietors,  or  powerful  Stewards  in  the 
neighbouihood,  to  assist  him  with  the  means  ol  prosecuting 
such  an  interesting  enterprize.  i-ut  alas  !  with  little  success. 
These  barbarous  debased  drones  were  too  much  immersed  in 
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their  own  little  selfish  pursuits,  to  be  capable  of  conceiving, 
much  more  of  interesting  themselves  in  so  great  and  generous 
a  design.  At  last,  however,  from  the  selfish  motive  of  sharing 
in  the  advantage  of  what  the  discovery  might  produce,  he 
obtained  from  Lord  Strut  a  few  vessels  of  no  great  strength, 
or  capacity,  with  which  he  determined  to  make  the  attempt. 
In  which,  however  desperate  the  design  was  then  thought,  he 
soon  succeeded  beyond  his  most  sanguine  expectations ;  and 
after  a  course  far  exceeding  what  had  ever  been  run  from 
land  before,  be  actually  discovered  a  new  world,  altogether 
unknown  to  those  who  had  hitherto  thought  themselves  the 
only  inhabitants  of  the  world. 

This  discovery  aroused  the  curiosity,  and  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Old  Terrafirm  and  its  pre- 
cincts ;  and  various  excursions  were  now  made  to  the  New 
Country.  And  as  it  was  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  almost  en- 
tirely uncultivated,  several  Families  from  the  Old  World  made 
attempts  to  settle,  and  cultivate  Farms  upon  it :  and  the  Bull 
and  Frank  Families  in  particular,  soon  had  each  extensive 
settlements  in  those  regions.  This  discovery  was  made,  and 
these  settlements  begun,  a  long  time  before  the  period  we  are 
now  writing  of. 

This  New  World  we  shall  call  Columbia,  after  the  name 
of  its  great  discoverer.  In  this  tract,  of  almost  boundless  ex- 
tent, and  inhabited  by  a  race  entirely  rude,  and  ignorant  of 
the  arts  of  cultivation,  John  I>u!l  and  Lewis  Baboon,  as  has 
been  said,  had  each  their  Farms,  where  a  few  of  their  respec- 
tive Families  had  settled.  For  a  long  time  these  settlers 
went  on  in  their  own  way,  little  thought  of  or  regarded  by 
their  original  families  :  and  being  free  from  the  shackles  of 
perverted  authority,  and  the  destructive  influence  of  artificial 
luxury,  and  Stewardical  rapacity,  they  soon  increased  greatly 
in  wealth  and  number.  What  greatly  accelerated  this  increase 
on  the  Bull  Farms,  was, — that  when  the  first  Carlos  attempt- 
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ed  to  subvert  all  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  Manors  of 
Albion  and  Caledonia,  and  to  make  himself  absolute  master 
of  the  people  and  their  property,  numbers  of  the  most  free 
and  independent  spirits  transferred  themselves,  their  families, 
and  their  property,  to  these  newly  discovered  regions ;  where 
they  thought  they  would  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Steward's 
tyranny  and  rapacity.  And  for  a  while  they  were  so.  But 
their  increasing  wealth  and  prosperity  soon  attracted  the  no- 
tice, and  invited  the  grasp,  of  Stewardical  avarice  and  ambi- 
tion ;  and  that  to  its  own  disgrace  and  ruin,  as  we  shall  in  the 
progress  of  these  Memoirs  have  occasion  to  relate. 

This  new  discovered  country  being  almost  an  entire  waste, 
and  of  immense  extent ;  the  settlers  of  the  Bull  and  Frank 
Families  had  chosen  their  respective  Farms  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  each  other  :  but  as  they  were  each  continually 
extending  their  boundaries,  they  began  to  approach  nearer 
and  nearer,  and  to  excite  mutual  jealousies  of  one  another. 
Lewis  Baboon's  people  had  settled  on  two  opposite  sides  of 
John  Bull's  Farm,  though  at  a  great  distance  each  nay.  But 
according  to  his  usual  knavish  practices,  Lewis  soon  began  to 
occupy  the  immediate  space,"  and  to  make  encroachments 
upon  the  outskirts  of  his  neighbour's  Farm.  As  the  Frank- 
land  settlements  lay  the  one  to  the  South,  and  the  other  to  the 
North  of  John  Bull's,  by  extending  the  boundary  fences  of 
each  to  the  West,  Lewis  had  nearly  hemmed  John's  premises 
in  on  three  sides,  and  almost  quite  surrounded  them  with 
hedges,  ditches,  and  stone  walls,  lie  next  proceeded  to  set 
up  turnpike  gates,  and  toll  bars,  and  budges,  at  every  egress 
from  John  Bulls  Farm;  so  that  his  people  could  neither  have 
egress  nor  regress  to  and  horn  their  lands  without  interruption, 
nor  carry  on  any  trade  or  intercourse  with  the  neighbours,  but 
at  his  will  a. id  pleasure. 

Besides,  Lewis  had,  by  tampering  with  the  neighbours, 
set    the    whole  country   against  the    Bull   people;  had  told 
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those  rude  and  uncultivated  boors,  that  the  Bull  people 
were  reprobates,  and  no  christians  ;  and  that  it  was  damna- 
ble to  buy  or  sell,  or  have  any  intercourse  with  them : 
which  was  indeed  effectually  prevented  by  means  of  those 
turnpike  gates  and  toll  bars ;  some  of  which  were  erected 
even  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Bull  Farm,  now  indeed 
enlarged  to  a  Manor  of  considerable  extent.  And  through 
those  gates  and  bars  Lewis  permitted  none  to  pass  but  whom 
he  pleased  ;  thus  he  absolutely  prevented  the  more  distant 
neighbours  from  coming  to  trade  with  the  Bull  people;  nor 
could  the  Tenants  on  John's  Farm  carry  their  produce  to  the 
neighbouring  markets.  The  consequence  was,  the  butter 
stood  till  it  stank,  the  eggs  lay  till  they  were  addled,  and  the 
rats  and  mice  scooped  the  cheeses  quite  hollow,  and  weevils 
destroyed  half  the  grain  before  it  could  he  disposed  of.  Thus 
John  Bull's  Tenants  were  in  danger  of  being  entirely  ruined. 
Nor  was  this  the  worst.  The  unconscionable  rogue  Lewis 
used  to  set  on  the  idle  and  ill-disposed  among  the  neighbours 
to  attack  John's  people  in  their  houses  by  night,  and  even  to 
rob  and  murder  them. 

The  truth  is — beyond  the  boundaries  of  John  and  Lewis' 
Columbian  Farms  was  a  sort  of  extra-parochial  district;  a 
kind  of  forest  tract  that  literally  lay  West  of  the  law — and 
the  inhabitants  were  a  very  rude,  ignorant,  uncultivated, 
and  lawless  race.  The  greater  part  of  them  had  never  seen 
a  Church  in  their  lives  ;  the  children  were  never  taught  their 
Catechism,  and  not  one  in  a  hundred  could  repeat  his  Creed 
or  say  his  Paternoster.  It  will  easily  be  believed  that  Lewis, 
80  notorious  for  dexterity  and  cunning,  found  it  no  difficult 
matter  to  impose  upon  and  mislead  such  people  :  and  in 
conformity  with  the  principles  of  Peterkinism,  to  which 
Lewis  and  his  people  staunchly  adhered,  he  had  persuaded 
those  simple  folk  that  John  Bull  and  all  his  Family  were 
assuredly  damned ;  and  that  it  was  a  meritorious  action  to  cut 
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their  throats,  and  kiJl  them  by  all  possible  means :  and  he 
even  offered  a  reward  for  every  head  of  the  Bull  people  that 
they  should  bring  unto  him.  In  short,  matters  came  to  this 
pass, — that  John  Bull's  people  could  neither  cultivate  their 
farms,  keep  their  families,  nor  even  live  with  safety  in  their 
houses ;  and  it  was  plain  that  John  must  either  suffer  himself 
to  be  ousted  of  all  his  possessions  in  the  Columbian  regions, 
or  go  to  law  with  Lewis  Baboon. 

To  law,  then,  they  went : — and  the  suit  was  for  some  time 
carried  on  in  the  usual  way,  with  little  advantage  on  either 
side,  except  to  the  lawyers.  A  partial  verdict  was  sometimes 
obtained  by  the  one  party,  sometimes  by  the  other ;  but  there 
Was  no  prospect  of  any  thing  decisive  on  either  side. 

The  proceedings  were  carried  on  in  the  Euponan  as  well 
as  the  Columbian  Courts,  and  at  last  extended  to  every  place 
where  the  two  principal  parties,  Bull  and  the  Franks,  had 
any  possessions,  interest,  or  influence  ;  and  by  connections 
with  one  or  other  party,  almost  every  Manor,  Estate,  and 
Family,  in  the  whole  country  round,  came  to  be  involved  in 
the  quarrel.  And  John  Bull,  in  consequence  of  those  pre- 
posterous and  pernicious  connections  and  engagements  in 
which  during  the  two  last  Stewardships  he  had  been  impli- 
cated on  Terrafirm,  had  almost  every  Estate  upon  it  to  pro- 
tect from  the  injuries  and  encroachments  of  Lewis.  Lewis's 
main  Estate  lay  in  this  district,  and  by  his  wealth  and  power 
he  was  by  far  an  overmatch  for  any  one  ;  or  almost  for  all 
his  neighbours  together.  As  to  John  Bull,  his  own  Manor, 
since  its  union  with  the  Caledonian,  was  so  perfectly  secure 
from  injury  and  encroachment  from  every  quarter,  by  the 
waters  with  which  it  was  surrounded,  and  by  John  Bull'* 
superiority  to  all  bis  neighbours  in  every  kind  of  Water  war- 
fare, that  be  might  laugh  at  all  their  attempts  to  trouble  him. 
But  as  Lewis  was  well  aware  of  the  great  partiality  of  Agri- 
col  for  his  own  Terrafirmal  Estate,  and  that  the  least  trespass 
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upon  it  would  interest  him  more  than  the  greatest  disasters  on 
the  Albion  Manor,  or  even  the  loss  of  the  whole  of  John 
Bull's  Columbian  possessions; — by  threatening,  or  making,  a 
forcible  entry  upon  that ;  or  by  encroaching  on  the  Estates  of 
Agricol's  connections  in  that  quarter, — Lewis  hoped  to  make 
these  the  principal  objects  of  the  lawsuit ;  and  by  means  of 
his  partiality  of  Agricol,  to  divert  the  efforts  of  the  Bull 
Family  from  the  protection  of  their  Columbian  possessions, 
to  the  defence  of  Agricol's  Family  interests  and  Terrafirmal 
Estates.  Nor  was  he  at  all  mistaken  in  these  views.  For 
no  sooner  Mas  the  quarrel  apprehended,  than  Agricol  left 
John  Bull's  affairs  in  the  hands  of  his  Clerks  and  Agents,  and 
off  he  set  for  his  Terrafirmal  Farm,  in  spite  of  all  remon- 
strances made  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Office  to  the  contrary.  And 
though  we  are  already  sick,  as  we  fear  our  Readers  also  may 
be,  of  recounting  the  unconscionable  profusion  of  John  Bull's 
money  upon  these  Terrafirmal  connections,  it  is  impossible 
to  pass  over  some  still  more  excessive  instances  of  pro- 
digality that  now  took  place. 

Agricol  taking  it  for  granted,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
Columbian  quarrel,  Lewis  would  make  an  entry  upon  his 
Terrafirmal  Estates  of  Handover,  had  early  begun  to  provide 
for  its  security.  For  this  purpose  he  had  hired  of  his  Cousin 
Hasseman,  who  dealt  in  the  trade  of  keeping  and  hiring  out 
such  cattle,  a  numerous  band  of  bravos,  bullies,  and  banditti, 
as  a  provision  <_ains!  contingencies.  And  as  the  whole  ex- 
pence  was  to  come  out  of  John  Bull's  pocket,  (he  bargain 
was  made  much  after  the  mode  of  the  prodigal  heir  borrowing 
money  of  the  Jew,  who  generously  agreed  to  lend  his  money  at 
£30  per  cent.;  but  as  Stock  must  be  sold  at  £c10  per  cent, 
under  par  to  raise  the  sum,  that  £20  per  cent,  must  be  added 
to  the  interest,  with  £5  per  cent,  for  agency  and  brokerage  : 
so  at  £.r)5  per  cent,  he  could  accommodate  him.  Thus, 
though  Cousin  Hasseman  had  always  such  bands  on  hand. 
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yet  Agricol  agreed  to  pay,  for  raising  tlie  bands,  80  crowns 
for  each  horseman,  and  30  crowns  for  each  footman.  To 
Squire  Hass  himself,  from  the  day  of  the  agreement,  150,000 
crowns,  yearly,  for  four  years  certain,  whether  the  men  were 
wanted  or  not — from  the  time  notice  was  given  that  they 
would  be  wanted,  300,000  crowns  a  year  till  they  should  enter 
into  John  Bull's  pay — and  if  they  should  not  be  wanted  for 
the  whole  of  the  four  years,  still  the  300,000  crowns  a  year 
to  be  paid  to  the  end  of  the  term.  A  similar  agreement  was 
at  the  same  time  made  with  Madam  Husky — that  if  the  Ter- 
rafhmal  Farm  of  Agricol  was  trespassed  upon,  or  seized,  her 
Ladyship  should  supply  him  with  an  immense  band  of  bravos, 
bullies,  and  banditti,  in  which  her  Manor  greatly  abounded. 
In  consideration  of  which,  Agricol,  out  of  the  income  of  John 
Bull's  Estate  was  to  pay  her  from  the  day  oi  the  agreement 
£  100,000  a  year,  each  year  to  be  paid  in  advance.  When 
these  bravos  should  be  actually  wanted,  then  she  was  to  re- 
ceive ,£,300,000  a  year,  to  be  paid  always  four  months  in  ad- 
vance, and  this  to  continue  three  months  after  the  whole  were 
dismissed. 

But  what  most  markedly  exposes  the  extravagance,  the 
absurditv,  the  direct  folly  of  these  engagements,  is,  that  those 
very  neighbours  on  whom  Agricol  had  been  thus  lavishing 
John  Bull's  money,  when  there  was  no  quarrel,  and  no  assist- 
ance wanted,  in  order  to  secure  their  friendship  and  aid  when 
it  should  be  wanted  ;  the  moment  it  was  wanted,  having  re- 
ceived the  money,  every  one  took  the  opposite  side,  and  set 
themselves  against  him.  Thus  the  Dowager  South,  Bavar, 
Sax,  and  even  Madam  Rusky,  with  her  c£r>00,Q00  a  year, 
will  soon  be  found  opposing  Agricol  with  all  those  bands  of 
bailiffs  and  bullies,  which  he  \\vA  so  profusely  enabled  her  to 
raise  and  keep  up. 

This  enormous  prodigality  and  folly  on  account  of  the 
Steward's  Terrafirmal  connections,  and  i:i  whith  John    I  lit  II 
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had  really  no  interest  at  all,  did  not  pass  without  opposition 
by  Mrs.  Bull,  and  the  few  honest  men  that  were  in  her  office; 
very  strong  remonstrances  were  made  against  it.  The  conse- 
quence of  which  was,  that  instead  of  the  abuse  being  correct- 
ed, every  person  who  had  dared  to  open  his  mouth  against 
this  mildness,  or  speak  one  word  in  John  Bull's  behalf,  was 
immediately  turned  out  of  every  appointment, place,  or  employ- 
ment that  he  held,  either  in  the  Steward's  Office,  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Manor,  or  in  the  service  of  the  Family;  though 
all  these  places  were  paid  out  of  John  Bull's  own  pocket, 
For  such  was  the  deplorable  pass  to  which  John  Bull  was 
now  brought,  that  no  man  who  dared  to  discover  the  least 
concern  for  him  or  his  family,  when  it  came  in  competition 
with  the  will  of  the  Steward,  could  expect  any  countenance, 
support,  or  employment,  or  ever  pass  with  impunity,  so  far 
as  the  influence  of  the  Steward's  Office  could  extend. 

In  the  mean  time,  law  proceedings  were  going  on  in  every 
part  of  the  country,  to  the  great  expence  and  ruin  of  all  con- 
cerned ;  the  lawyers  and  their  train  only  excepted.  Indeed, 
on  John  Bull's  part,  the  suit  was  far  from  being  carried  on  with 
that  spirit  and  success  that  had  generally  attended  his  law  pro- 
ceedings. At  present,  from  the  weak  and  contemptible  cha- 
racter of  the  Steward's  principal  Agents,  and  all  who  com- 
posed Ins  office,  no  h  ug  but  blunders,  confusion  and  dis- 
grace, could  be  expected  :  and  the  event  was  just  what  might 
be  anticipated.  Bob,  the  notorious  Major  Domo  and  Pimp, 
had  been  some  time  dead,  and  there  had  been  much  chopping 
and  changing  in  the  office  ;  but  on  the  plan  they  acted,  no  man 
of  principle  or  integrity  could  be  admitted  among  them  ;  and 
no  man  of  character  or  capacity  would  embark  his  reputation 
along  with  such  drivellers ;  the  utmost  stretch  of  whose 
abilities  reached  not  be\ond  making  out  an  account,  drawing 
up  a  bill  of  charges,  or  copying  a  conveyance.  To  make  an 
able  solicitor  of  an  important  cause  require  talent  very  differ- 
ent from  a  hacknied  scriviner,  or  a  common  clerk  in  office. 
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However,  on  they  went,  noodle  and  doodle,  with  great 
confidence  and  self-complacency.  But  soon  their  absurd 
blunders  and  shameful  miscarriages  excited  the  discontent 
and  indignation  of  every  inhabitant  of  the  Manor ;  the  cla- 
mour and  din  of  which  struck  them  with  amazement  and 
terror. 


Chap.  XI. 

Contents. — The  Stewardship  of  the  Second  Agricol  continued. — LothI 
clamours  and  discontents  on  the  Albion  Manor  on  account  of  the 
bad  Economy  of  the  Stewardship,  and  misconduct  of  the  Lawsuit — 
this  clamour  increased  by  the  loss  of  Minork  or  Little  Isle. — Poor 
Skipper  Bang  thrown  out  by  the  Steward's  Office,  as  a  Tub  to 
amuse  the  Whale — and  sacrificed  to  their  own  safety 

U  PON  one  occurrence,  particularly,  this  clamour  became 
so  loud  and  alarming,  as  to  give  occasion  to  a  singular  event, 
which  engaged  at  the  time  much  attention  ;  and  was  probably 
exhibited  expressly  with  that  view,  to  divert  the  resentment  of 
the  folk  on  the  Manor  from  the  dastardly  and  trembling  authors 
of  the  public  disasters,  to  one  wretched  victim  of  them.  In 
a  distant  branch  of  the  Great  Waters  that  surrounded  the 
Albion  Manors,  John  Bull  possessed  a  small  Hamlet  or  Farm, 
called  Minork,  or  Little  Isle;  of  no  great  value  in  itself,  but  of 
importance  as  a  station  for  watercraft ;  and  which  enabled 
John  to  hold  the  superiority  of  the  great  waters  of  Middle- 
pool,  and  to  command  the  numerous  watercraft  stations 
around  it ;  a  point  of  which  John  and  all  the  Bull  Family 
made  much  account,  and  on  which  they  greatly  valued  them- 
selves. This  Hamlet,  for  the  same  reasons  that  Squire  Bull 
vol.  n.  G 
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wished  to  hold  it,  Lewis  Baboon  had  resolved  to  dispossess 
liira  of.  And  of  this  purpose  Bull's  Steward's  Office  had 
earl)'  advice  ;  and  Lewis'  preparations  for  taking  possession 
of  it  were  notorious  to  all  the  country  round,  and  excited  no 
little  anxiety  in  the  Bull  Family.  But  in  the  Steward's 
Office,  to  which  it  belonged  to  provide  against  such  events, 
nothing  was  either  done  or  devised  to  prevent  it. 

At  last  the  news  arrived  that  Lewis  had  actually  made  an 
entry,  and  had  landed  his  bailiffs  and  bravos  on  the  premises. 
All  was  now  confusion,  distraction,  and  dismay,  among  the 
Steward's  Agents  and  Advisers  ;  like  men  just  awakened 
from  a  dream.  As  the  whole  Bull  Family  were  now  in  the 
utmost  commotion  and  alarm,  it  was  of  necessity  that  some- 
thing should  be  done.  So  without  counsel,  without  concert, 
without  any  plan  of  operation,  or  know  ledge  of  the  means 
necessary  to  the  object  in  view,  one  Skipper  Bang  was  dis- 
patched with  the  assistance  thought  requisite  to  enable  old 
Blakey,  bailiff  of  the  Farm,  to  repel  and  drive  off  Lewis' 
banditti.  This  Biakey  \yas  a  line  old  fellow,  who  being  used 
to  such  situations,  had  collected  all  his  people  into  the  castle, 
or  mansion  house,  which  was  naturally  strong  ;  and  here  he 
hoped  to  set  Lewis'  bravos  at  defiance,  till  he  should  be  fur- 
ther assisted.  When  Lewis  made  his  entry,  he  sent  also  a 
large  collection  of  watercraft,  to  keep  around  the  Island  in 
which  the  possession  lay,  to  prevent  any  assistance  reaching 
it.  In  this  slate  were  things  when  Skipper  Bang  came  in 
sight  of  the  place  ;  and  Blakey  exulted  in  the  certainty  of 
effectual  sun  air.  For  as  John  Bull's  superiority  in  all  water 
warfare  was  indisputable,  he  could  not  doubt  but  Liang  had 
come  with  sufficient  strength  to  disperse  or  destroy  every 
thing  that  Lewis  could  oppose  in  that  quarter;  and  had  one 
gram  of  knowledge  or  reason  been  exhibited  on  the  occasion, 
it  could  not  have  been  otherwise.  But  it  was  far  otherwise  ; 
for   not   only   were    Lewis'  craft  superior    in  number    and 
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strength  ;  but  when  they  came  in  actual  conflict,  though  some 
of  the  subordinate  skippers  on  the  Bull  side  behaved  with 
distinguished  bravery,  and  beat  their  opponents,  Bang  and 
those  about  him,  as  it  is  said,  acted  so  dastardly,  and  kept  at 
such  a  distance  the  whole  time  of  the  conflict,  that  he  neither 
did  much  hurt  to  his  antagonists,  nor  received  much  damage 
himself.  The  Baboon  Skipper,  who  was  perfectly  sensible 
of  the  Bull  superiority  in  all  water  encounters,  was  very 
well  content  lo  come  off  so.  He,  accordingly,  kept 
also  at  a  wary  distance  ;  which  he  could  easily  do,  his  craft 
being  clean,  and  in  good  condition  ;  whereas,  Bang's  had 
been  sent  out  foul,  ill-furnished,  and  altogether  unfit  for  ser- 
vice. Bang,  therefore,  having  consulted  his  subordinates, 
agreed  to  retire,  and  abandon  the  business  as  impracti- 
cable ;  without  conveying  any  aid  to  poor  Ulakey,  or  attempt* 
ing  any  communication  with  him.  The  brave  Blakey,  was 
of  course,  with  great  disappointment  and  mortification,  ob- 
liged to  surrender  into  the  hands  of  Lewis'  people",  the 
Farm,  himself,  and  his  few  assistants, — scarce  sufficient  in 
number  to  keep  watch  on  the  walls  they  had  to  defend. 

It  is  impossible  to  paint  the  indignation  and  resentment 
of  the  Bull  Family  when  the  news  of  this  affair  reached 
the  Manor  of  Albion.  They  were,  indeed,  almost  mad: 
and  the  Steward's  Agents  and  Advisers,  trembling  for  them- 
selves, as  a  Tub  to  amuse  the  v. hale,  threw  all  the  blame 
upon  poor  Bang,  whom  they  ordered  to  be  arrested  and  sent 
home  in  chains ;  as  guilty  of  treachery,  or  cowardice,  or 
both;  which  are  by  the  laws  of  Bravadism  subjected  to 
death. 

The  justly  roused  rage  and  indignation  of  the  liuil  Family 
(seemed  to  demand  a  victim,  and  those  about  the  Steward's 
Oh* ice  determined  tu  sacrifice  the  wretched  Bang  to  their  own 
safety.  lor  this  purpose,  they  began  to  trump  up  and  spread 
stories,  to   lender  him  obnoxious,   and  make  his  conduct  on 
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the  day  of  the  conflict  still  more  treacherous  and  cowardly 
than  it  was, — 

Criminibus  terrere  novis  ;  Mnc  spagere  voces, 
In  valgum  ambiguas,  et  querere,  conscious,  arma. 

Such  were  the  instigations  published  and  pasted  up  at 
every  corner,  to  excite  and  direct  the  resentment  of  the 
Family  and  folk  on  the  Manor  against  their  destined  victim. 

The  Steward's  Advisers  had  two  powerful  motives  for  their 
conduct  on  this  occasion  ;  one,  to  turn  the  general  resentment 
and  clamour  from  themselves  upon  the  wretched  Bang :  the 
other,  by  putting  him  out  of  the  way,  effectually  to  stop  the 
mouth  of  the  man  who  might  bring  to  light  and  expose 
their  negligence,  and  ignorance,  and  incapacity ;  not  to  say 
their  treachery. 

A  Court  of  Bravadism  was,  accordingly,  appointed  to  try 
him.  As  his  prosecutors  were  themselves  the  persons  who 
exercised  the  whole  power  and  authority  of  the  Stewardship ; 
and  who,  he  believed,  though  they  meant  to  amuse  and  di- 
vert the  public  attention  from  themselves,  did  not,  as  con- 
scious of  their  own  greater  guilt,  mean  to  carry  the  matter  to 
extremity,  and  really  sacrifice  him  to  their  own  safety.  He, 
therefore,  kept  measures  with  them  in  his  recrimination  ;  and 
did  not  make  so  pointed  and  direct  a  defence  as  it  was  known 
he  might  have  done,  had  he  been  aware  of  the  full  extent  of 
his  danger,  and  of  the  policy  and  pertidy  of  his  prosecutors. 
And  when  he  found  himself  condemned,  and  sentence  of 
death  really  passed  upon  him,  he  could  not  forbear  strongly 
expressing  his  astonishment  and  resentment.  But  as  the 
power  of  pardon  still  rested  with  the  Steward,  and  depended 
on  the  influence  of  the  prosecutors  with  him,  he  thought 
it  still  necessary  to  use  some  reserve,  and  still  did  not  think 
his  life  in  real  danger  ;  especially,  as  his  Judges  themselves, 
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recommended  it  to  those  about  the  Steward,  to  intercede  for 
him ;  confessing  the  rigour  of  the  sentence,  which,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  strict  letter  of  the  law,  they  said,  they  were 
obliged  to  pronounce  upon  him.  This  was  recommending 
the  hare  to  the  mercy  of  the  hound,  or  the  chicken  to  the 
clemency  of  the  kite. 

The  Stewards  of  the  present  race,  though  sufficiently  alive 
and  sensible  to  what  concerns  the  Family  interest,  or  their 
Terrafirmal  connections,  have  generally  shown  the  utmost 
sang-froid  and  indifference  to  the  persons  and  concerns  of 
the  Bull  Family  ;  except  in  the  punishing  of  sedition,  and 
procuring  of  contributions  : — nor  could  the  Steward,  in  a 
case  in  which  their  own  safety  was  implicated,  possibly  be 
wanting  in  complaisance  to  his  Advisers  ;  who,  on  all  occa- 
sions were  so  entirely  devoted  to  him.  The  Steward  did 
not  choose  to  give  himself  any  concern  in  the  matter.  So  the 
poor  Skipper  was  left  to  his  fate,  and  actually  hanged. 

An  account  of  this  matter,  somewhat  different  has  been 
in  circulation  ;  which,  as  it  is  rather  curious,  we  shall  also 
here  insert. 

The  Steward's  Agents  and  Advisers  being  by  facts  become 
fully  sensible  of  their  incapacity  to  conduct  the  business  they 
were  engaged  in,  had  determined  at  all  events  to  get  rid  of  it. 
And  to  effect  this,  they  not  only  sent  Bang  out  with  a  prepa- 
ration unfit  for  use,  and  altogether  unequal  to  the  service  pro- 
posed ;  but  had  actually  designed  and  concerted  the  loss  of 
Little  Isle,  and  the  command  of  Middlepool.  And  it  is  af- 
firmed, that  liang's  orders  were  such,  that  if  they  did  not 
directly  express  the  event  desired,  it  might  plainly  be  inferred 
from  them.  And  their  view  in  such  a  preposterous  scheme, 
was,  that  by  this,  with  other  disasters,  .John  Hull  might  be  con- 
vinced that  he  was  in  a  ruinous  and  hopeless  lawsuit ;  and  might 
be  glad  to  come  to  a  composition  upon  any  terms.  And  that 
Lewis  Baboon  might  have  something  of  Bull's  to  restore  as 
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a  compensation  for  conceding  to  him  his  pretensions  in  Co- 
lumbia ;  which,  in  order  to  compromise  the  suit,  they  had 
determined  to  do.  And  thus  they  might  again  have  nothing 
to  mind  but  the  raising  of  contributions,  and  purchasing 
Terrafirmal  treaties  ;  the  highest  object  to  which  their  ambi- 
tion aspired,  or  their  abilities  were  equal. 

The  event  happened  according  as  they  had  planned  it ; 
but  the  consequences  proved  very  different  from  what  they 
had  proposed  ;  for  so  much  did  Bull,  and  the  Family,  and 
every  person  on  the  Manor  resent  the  disappointment  and 
disgrace,  and  so  certain  were  they  that  there  was  cowardice, 
or  treachery  and  villany  somewhere;  that  instead  of  thinking 
of  compromising  the  cause,  they  resolved  first  to  bring  to  con- 
dign punishment  the  authors  of  their  disgrace,  and  loss,  who- 
ever they  might  be  ;  and  next  to  prosecute  the  lawsuit  with 
more  vigour  than  ever. 

The  Steward's  Agents  and  Advisers  finding  this  to  be  the 
case,  and  now  frightened  almost  to  death,  as  certain  either 
they  or  Bang  must  hang  for  it,  resolved  to  throw  all  the 
blame  upon  the  poor  Skipper,  and  by  fixing  his  neck  in  the 
halter,  to  slip  then-  own  out  of  i  .  For  this  purpose  they  set 
themselves,  by  all  possible  means,  to  inflame  and  direct  the 
Family  rage  against  him.  And  that  he  might  not  be  in  a 
condition  to-  o  himself  justice,  or  to  expose  them,  they  took 
care  to  keep  him  in  close  confinement  on  board  the  vessel  in 
which  he  had  been  sent  home  ;  and  ordered  that  no  person 
besides  their  own  creatures,  and  confidents  should  have  access 
to  him.  >o  that  Bang  could  neither  know  what  was  going 
on  against  himself  on  snore,  nor  communicate  to  the  Bull 
Family,  or  his  blends,  what  he  had  to  urge  in  his  own  defence, 
nor  to  expose  the  treachery  oi  his  prosecuioi  ■  ,  tor  they 
were  aware,  tiiat  by  publishing  his  instructi.<u>,  and  the 
cntiie  inefficient  slate  of  the  uatercraft  put  under  his  com- 
mand, he  might  turn  the  whole  resentment  and  indignation  of 
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the  Family  from  himself  upon  them.  In  the  rriean  time,  in 
some  degree  to  soothe  him  and  keep  him  quiet,  they  assured 
him  that  they  would  take  care  that  no  serious  harm  should 
happen  to  him,  if  he  conducted  himself  with  discretion.  In 
short,  they  contrived  to  play  upon  the  poor  Skipper  a  more 
desperate  trick  than  was  played  by  llabakkuk  Slyboots  upon 
the  notorious  Jack;  who  was  persuaded  to  hang  himself  up 
in  the  confidence  that  Don  Diego  would  cut  him  down.  * 
They  persuaded  the  simple  Skipper  to  take  care  of  them  in 
his  defence,  and  they  would  be  sure  to  take  care  of  him  in 
the  worst  that  should  befal  him.  That  even  if  sentence  of 
death  was  passed  upon  him,  he  need  not  be  alarmed;  they 
would  take  care  to  secure  his  pardon. 

The  poor  Skipper  was  in  wretched  perplexity  what  to  do. 
He  was  very  sensible  it  was  in  their  power  to  save  him  at  all 
events.  And  should  he  resolve  to  expose  all  their  villany  he 
could  not  be  certain  of  saving  himself  in  defiance  of  their 
power  and  influence;  lying  bound,  as  he  was,  under  their 
hands. 

He  at  last  resolved  to  follow  their  instructions;  and  made 
but  a  weak,  and  as  he  thought,  a  prudent  defence  ;  believing 
himself  secure  against  the  worst,  in  their  promise  of  u  par- 
don, which  lie  knew  they  could  certainly  procure.  Sentence 
of  death,  was,  accordingly  passed  upon  him  ;  and  all  the  con- 
cern of  the  Agents  was  now  employed  to  keep  poor  Jiang 
quiet,  and  in  secure  hope,  till  the  day  of  execution,  which 
they  took  cart;  should  not  be  a  distant  one.  In  the  mean 
time  they  renewed  the  most  solemn  protestations  of  keeping 
their  promise  ;  assuring  him,  that  he  need  be  under  no  ap- 
prehensions, even  though  he  should  feel  the  rope  about  his 
neck. 

Some  of  the   more  simple  and  honest  about  the  Steward's 

*  Sec  History  of  John  Bull's  Lawsuit. 
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Office,  who  were  not  let  into  the  whole  of  the  secret,  doubted 
not  but  it  was  really  intended  to  save  the  poor  Skipper's  life 
at  last.  And  one  of  the  clerks  had  actually  made  out  a 
copy  of  a  pardon  to  be  ready  for  the  Steward  to  sign,  and 
presented  it  to  the  Secretary ;  observing  that  it  might  be  pro- 
per not  to  defer  it  too  long,  least  the  man  might  begin  to 
squeak.  The  Secretary  stared  with  astonishment  at  the  igno- 
rance of  his  clerk,  and  then  exclaimed,  you  blockhead,  you 
numskull,  you  ninnyhammer  !  are  you  in  a  conspiracy  to  hang 
us  all  ?  If  you  would  not  have  it  thought  so,  go  this  ins-tant, 
make  out  a  warrant  for  his  execution ;  and  you,  yourself, 
carry  it  to  the  sheriff  to-morrow  morning,  and  see  it  executed 
before  you  leave  the  spot.  The  clerk  now  perceived  the 
whole  extent  of  his  mistake,  and  obeyed  in  silence.  The 
warrant  was  accordingly  issued,  and  executed  next  morning. 

The  unfortunate  Skipper  was  brought  upon  the  scaffold, 
and  his  hopes  begim  to  misgive  him.  He  cast  his  eves  anx- 
iously arOund ;  he  saw  the  clerk  from  the  Steward's  Office, 
and  his  heart  rebounded  with  joy, — he  had  no  doubt  but  he 
had  his  pardon  in  his  pocket.  The  executioner,  however, 
proceeded  in  his  office,  and  began  to  fix  and  adjust  the  exe- 
crable cord  ;  when  instant  conviction  flashed  upon  the  wretch- 
ed victim  ;  he  opened  his  mouth  to  exclaim — the  fatal  noose 
intercepted  the  words, — he  dangling  died ! 

Whichsoever  of  these  accounts  be  nearest  the  truth,  it  is 
certain  the  Steward's  Counsellers  had  gotten  their  own  necks 
out  of  the  halter  by  fixing  another's  in  it.  But  still  they 
found  themselves  '.gaged  in  an  undertaking  that  scorned 
their  drivelling  effi.ts;  and  which  they  could  neither  carry 
on  with  succ  ,  •  r  get  rid  of  without  danger  to  themselves ; 
and  such  disgrace  to  Bull  and  his  Family  as  they  had  not 
been  used  *o  submit  to. 
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Chap.   XII. 

Contents. — Stewardship  of  the  Second  Agricol  continued: — Sir  William 
Speedwell — his  distinguished  character  and  great  merit : — With  much 
reluctance  admitted  into  the  Steward's  Office — becomes  Major  Domo 
— and  soon  produces  a  wonderful  change  in  the  face  of  Affairs : — ■ 
Puts  the  Columbian  cause  into  the  hand  of  Solicitor  Lupus — who 
soon  ejects  Lewis  from  his  principal  Manor  in  Columbia ; — but 
Lupus  himself  falls  a  victim  to  his  great  exertions  in  the  cause. — 
Lewis  joined  by  Lord  Strut — which  Sir  William  would  have  pre- 
vented, but  being  opposed  in  opinion,  resigns  his  place. — Death  of 
Old  Agricol. 

./jLT  this  time  there  was,  in  the  Lower  Chamber  of  Mrs. 
Bull's  Office,  a  person  of  distinguished  ability,  accompanied 
with  a  noble,  free,  and  independent  spirit.  It  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  say,  whether  this  person  was  most  conspicuous  for  a 
lofty  genius,  extensive  capacity,  and  independent  spirit ;  or, 
for  incorruptible  integrity,  and  unbiassed  fidelity  and  zeal  for 
the  interest  and  honour  of  the  Bull  Family :  of  which  he 
shewed  himself  a  genuino  son.  This  person,  whose  name 
was  Sir  \\  illiam  Speedwell,  was  the  scourge  and  terror  of 
those  base  selfish  drones  who  had  got  John  Bull's  affairs  into 
their  hands;  and  had  so  long  and  so  shamefully  sacrificed  the 
wealth  and  interests  of  the  Family  to  the  Stewards  Terra- 
firmal  schemes  and  connections,  and  their  own  interest  and 
emolument. 

Besides  the  loss  of  Little  Isle,  the  Family  affairs  had  sus- 
tained innumerable  disasters,  injuries,  and  insults,  under  the 
ignorance  and  incapacity  of  those  managers.  One  Bradcock 
had  been  sent  to  Columbia  with  a  ram  of  constables,  bullies 
and  bravos,  thought  sufficient  to  drive  Baboon's  people  off 
the  Columbian  Manor;  but  lie  was  waylaid,  and  knocked  on  the 
head  with  almost  the  whole  of  his  followers.     And  instead  of 
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driving  Lewis  and  the  Franks  out  of  Columbia,  John  Bull's 
tenants  were  daily  losing  their  own  Farms,  and  in  clanger  of 
being  themselves  driven  out  of  the  country.  Some  attempts 
had  been  made  to  retaliate  on  Lewis  at  home,  and  to  make  a 
forcible  entry  on  some  part  of  his  Manor  of  Frankland ;  all 
which  miserably  miscarried.  In  short,  such  was  the  mis- 
management, confusion,  hesitation,  and  indecision,  with  which 
every  thing  was  conducted,  that  John  Bull  found  himself  not 
only  exposed  to  contempt  and  disgrace,  but  in  danger  of  ruin. 

The  clamour  and  indignation  of  the  Family  and  folk  on  the 
Manor  now  exceeded  all  bounds ;  and  the  drivelling  .Agents 
found  themselves  no  longer  able  to  stand  before  it.  They 
therefore  resolved  to  admit  among  them  the  above  mentioned 
Sir  William,  and  some  others,  in  whom  they  knew  the  Family 
had  some  confidence.  By  this  step  they  hoped  not  only  tofree 
themselves  from  the  terror  of  John  Bull's  rebuke,  but  also  to 
have  the  advantage  of  their  superior  abilities,  and  credit  with 
the  Family,  for  carrying  on  their  own  schemes :  for  they 
made  no  doubt  but  those  persons,  once  admitted  to  partici- 
pate in  the  emoluments  of  office,  would  be  glad  to 
allow  themselves  to  be  led  in  the  usual  track  ;  and,  according 
to  custom,  be  as  complaisant  to  the  Steward's  partialities 
as  they  themselves  had  been.  But  in  this  they  were  sadly  de- 
ceived ;  for  those  persons  could  neither  be  frightened  nor 
flattered,  threatened  nor  bribed,  into  compliance  with  their 
feeble  tampering  schemes.  1  lie  old  corps,  therefore,  repre- 
sented to  the  Steward,  that  their  new  associates  were  ignorant 
and  obstinate,  yet  conceited  and  assuming  ;  and  even  disaffect- 
ed to  his  person  and  interest.  Sir  \\  iliiam  ami  his  friends 
were,  in  consequence,  instantly  dismissed,  as  entirely  unfit  for 
the  Steward's  service. 

rl  he  old  hands  now  again  went  on  in  the  old  way  :  the  law 
proceedings  were  carried  on,  but  without  the  least  pretensions 
to  judgment  or  ability  in  the  managers  ;  and  all  was  fast  tend- 
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ing  to  ruin.  And,  what  must  be  thought  truly  astonishing,  is, 
that  after  all  Agricol's  Terrafirraal  treaties  and  alliances, 
purchased,  as  we  have  seen,  with  such  immense  sums  of  John 
Bull's  mone\ ;  when  lie  wanted  them,  he  had  not  one  friend 
who  had  either  will,  or  power,  to  stand  by  him,  or  to  be  of 
any  service  to  him.  Even  Madam  Kusky  and  Dowager 
South,  who  yearly  received  about  a  million  of  John  Bull's 
money  to  secure  their  friendship,  the  moment  their  assistance 
was  wanted,  both  joined  Lewis,  and  gave  their  aid  to  enable 
him  to  seize  upon  Agricol's  Terrafirmal  possessions ;-  which 
he  actually  did.  Thus,  not  only  was  Bull  cozened  of  his 
money  ;  but  both  he  and  his  Steward  insulted  and  laughed  at 
by  their  faithful  allies,  as  conscious  they  were  too  widelv 
separate  from  them  to  be  in  any  danger  from  Bull's  resent- 
ment ;  and  Agricol's  personal  possessions  were  too  much  in 
their  power  to  keep  or  to  return,  for  him  to  dare  to  resent 
their  pertidy. 

Of  all  the  Terrafirmal  landlords,  the  only  one  Agricol 
could  now  procure  to  stand  by  him,  was  one  Squire  Pruss, 
a  bold  dashing  fellow  ;  who,  from  a  low  beginning,  had  risen 
to  considerable  importance  in  his  neighbourhood.  His  Instate 
was  indeed  neither  very  extensive,  nor  very  productive  ;  hut 
he  kept  more  bullies  and  bravos  constantly  in  pay  than  the 
greatest  Squire  in  the  country;  and  by  means  of  these  he 
contrived  either  to  spunge,  or  force,  a  maintenance  ;  and  was 
prepared  upon  every  opening  that  presented  itself,  to  commit 
spoil  upon  his  neighbours;  and  in  every  quarrel,  was  ready 
with  his  bullies  to  take  part  with  whoever  was  able  and  will- 
ing to  j:  i\  lii.ii  best.  l  bis  was  just  the  man  lor  Agricol;  at 
lea.^t  AiiricoJ  was  just  the  man  for  him;  for  as  he  pud  him 
out  </i  another's  pecket,  lie  cared  »\ot  at  what  puce  he  pur- 
chased .•  ,.  -:  tunce.  Hesules,  as  a  further  security  lor  his 
not  deserting  them,  this  fellow  having  In  his  knavery,  iuso- 
1<  nee,  and  rapacity,  got  almost  the  whuic  country  against  him, 
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stood  still  more  in  want  of  Agricol's  support  than  Agricol 
did  of  his.  As  to  John  Bull  and  the  Albanion  Manors,  they 
had  no  connection  nor  common  interest  with  him ;  nor 
indeed  with  the  object  for  which  he  was  engaged ;  which 
wholly  concerned  Agricol's  Terrafirmal  Estate.  As  Pruss 
lay  near  to  that  Estate,  Agricol  thought,  that  by  enabling  him 
to  keep  up  his  bullies  and  bravos,  he  might  find  employment 
for  the  lawyer's  bailiffs  and  banditti  of  Baboon  and  the 
neighbours,  and  in  some  degree  divert  them  from  his  Hando- 
ver Farm.  For  this  purpose  he  engaged  John  Bull  to  pay  him 
immediately  in  hand  for  himself  <£G70,000,  and  for  as  many 
banditti  and  bravos  as  he  could  hire,  or  raise  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, ,£200,000  more. 

Thus  the  Steward  and  his  Abettors  went  on  blundering 
from  folly  to  folly ;  every  design  ending  in  defeat,  contempt, 
and  disgrace,  till  the  whole  Bull  Family,  every  inhabitant  on 
the  Manor,  was  now  aroused  both  to  indignation  and  alarm ; 
they  saw  those  who  had  got  their  affairs  into  their  hands  drag- 
ging them  to  evident  destruction,  lavishing  their  substance 
with  boundless  extravagance  upon  objects  in  which  they  had 
no  concern  ;  persisting  in  a  ruinous  undertaking  without  either 
counsel,  conduct,  or  capacity ;  yet  obstinately  determined  to 
exclude  from  their  Councils  every  person  who  might  be  capa- 
ble of  assisting  them  with  better  advice.  But  the  resentment 
and  clamour  of  the  Bull  Family  could  now  no  longer  be 
suppressed,  or  kept  from  reaching  the  Steward's  ears.  And 
it  was  resolved  by  the  Family  directly  to  require,  and  demand 
of  him  to  change  his  counsellors,  and  to  admit  Sir  William 
Speedwell  and  his  friends  again  to  their  places  in  the  Steward's 
Office.  And  the  Steward  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
determined  and  impetuous  character  of  the  Bull  Family,  when 
once  aroused,  or  provoked,  to  oppose  their  will  under  such 
circumstances. 

Sir  William  and  some  of  his  party  were  accoulingly  ad- 
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mitted  into  the  office,  and  the  others  seemed  willing  to  coalesce 
cordially  with  them,  rather  than  quit  their  places ;  but 
still  there  stuck  a  secret  grudge  in  their  hearts ;  and  they 
could  not,  without  jealousy  and  envy,  see  an  underta- 
king prosper  in  other  hands,  which  had  so  miserably  mis- 
carried in  their  own.  Nor  could  they  forbear,  by  underhand 
practices,  to  endeavour  to  thwart  even  the  measures  they  were 
engaged  to  carry  on.  Nor  was  it  possible  for  the  new  Agents 
at  once  to  get  rid  of  all  the  tools  and  instruments,  which  the 
old  ones  had  introduced  into  every  interior  department  and 
employment ;  and  who  were  now,  neither  capable,  nor  in- 
clined, to  conduct  business  successfully.  It  is  not  therefore 
to  be  wondered  at,  that  all  the  advantages  of  this  change  of 
Agents  did  not  immediately  appear.  However,  the  Family 
had  full  confidence  in  their  own  choice,  and  Sir  William  was 
fast  acquiring  that  ascendancy  to  which  his  superior  character 
and  capacity  entitled  him  ;  and  a  great  alteration  for  the  bet- 
ter began  soon  to  shew  itself  in  every  quarter.  This  is  per- 
haps the  only  instance  in  John  Bull's  affairs  in  which  the 
voice  and  sentiments  of  the  Family  have  been  able  entirely  to 
prevail  against  the  narrow,  selfish,  perverted  counsels  of  the 
Stewards  Office.  And  the  happy  effect  is  no  less  singular 
and  conspicuous,  than  the  cause. 

Sir  William  was  now  become  Major  Domo  and  chief  con- 
ductor of  all  business,  especially  of  the  great  concerns  of  the 
lawsuit :  and  such  a  change  took  place  in  the  face  of  affairs 
as  had  perhaps  never  been  seen  in  so  short  a  time  in  such  ex- 
tensive concerns.  Formerly,  every  design  was  frustrated, 
every  attempt  miscarried  ;  in  every  quarter  there  was  nothing 
to  be  seen  but  defeat,  disgrace,  and  shame.  Jf  issue  was 
joined  on  any  point,  the  verdict  was  sure  to  be  against  John 
Bull  ;  in  every  trial,  at  bar,  he  was  either  cast,  or  nonsuited  ; 
if  a  new  trial  to  shew  cause,  was  demanded,  and  granted,  the 
issue  was  the  same  or  worse  than  the  first.  ^  et  John  Bull 
iu  general  had  good  lawyers  :    but  lawyers  must  follow  their 
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briefs ;  and  when  briefs  are  ignorantly,  or  unintelligibly  drawn 
up,  what  can  be  expected  from  the  ablest  lawyers  ?  Sir  Wil- 
liam now  employed  lawyers  on  whom  he  could  depend  equally 
for  capacity,  fidelity,  and  diligence.  He  himself  drew  up 
their  briefs,  and  took  care  that  they  should  be  both  clear,  and 
decisive.  And  they  were  made  to  understand  that  they  were 
expected  to  adhere  to  their  briefs.  The  consequence  was,  a 
series  of  events  directly  the  reverse  of  what  we  have  stated 
above.  In  every  trial,  Lewis  and  his  lawyers  were  now  cast ; 
in  every  point  on  which  issue  was  joined,  John  Bull  had  now 
a  verdict  in  his  favour.  In  short,  Lewis  was  soon  reduced  to 
the  very  last  extremity  ;  and  the  Bull  Family,  under  the  wise 
and  vigorous  conduct  of  Sir  William,  were  raised  to  a  point 
of  power  and  distinction  beyond  what  they  had  ever  before 
reached. — But  to  give  a  few  particulars  of  this  successful 
turn  of  affairs. 

The  first  ground  and  subject  of  this  quarrel,  as  we  have 
said,  lay  in  the  country  of  Columbia,  where  Lewis  Baboon 
had  been  endeavouring  to  oust  John  Bull  of  his  Farms.  Since 
the  commencement  of  the  quarrel,  there  had  been  brawling 
and  bickering  in  that  quarter  both  without  doors  and  within, 
and  many  broken  heads  and  bloody  noses  had  been  received 
on  both  sides;  in  which,  the  Bull  party  generally  had  the 
worst  of  it.  But  S;r  William  resolved  no  longer  to  tamper, 
or  trifle  with  partial  points ;  he  determined  to  turn  Baboon's 
i!l-des:gns  up  >n  himself,  by  ejecting  him  from  the  whole  of 
his  Columbian  possessions:  which  he  soon  did  most  effec- 
tually. Having  made  every  necessary  preparation  lor  this 
trial,  he  put  the  cause  into  the  hands  of  Solicitor  Lupus,  a 
lawyer  of  a  tried  and  trusty  character;  who  he  knew  would 
content  himself  with  nothing  short  of  bringing  the  matter  to 
a  speedy  and  successful  issue. 

This  action,  for  the  whole  Estate  or  Manor  of  Canadia  in 
the  country  of  Columbia,  was  finally  brought  to  issue  at  the 
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assizes  at  Qaebex ;  and  after  a  w  ell  disputed  trial,  Bull  had 
a  decisive  verdict  in  his  favour  ;  and  the  consequence  was  the 
ejectment  of  Baboon  from  all  his  possessions  on  the  Colum- 
bian Terrafirm.  Thus  the  very  event  happened  to  himself, 
by  fair  trial,  which  he  had,  by  cunning  and  chicanery,  intend- 
ed against  his  neighbour  Bull. 

But  it  must  not  be  here  passed  over  in  silence,  that  the 
zealous  and  truly  worthy  Solicitor  Lupus  fell  a  sacrifice  to 
his  great  exertions  in  this  cause  ;  he  just  lived  to  hear  that  a 
decisive  verdict  was  found  on  his  side ;  and  he  died  exulting 
in  the  success  of  his  labours. 

This  was  a  sad  and  mortifying  reverse  to  poor  Baboon,  for 
which  his  chief  attorney,  by  letters  still  extant,  and  found 
truly  prophetic,  endeavoured  to  console  him;  assuring  him 
that  however  much  Bull  might  at  present  congratulate  him- 
self on  the  favourable  verdict  he  had  obtained,  he  would  find 
it  in  the  event  a  fatal  one, — and  that  he  had  caught  a  tartar. 
For  that  John  Bull's  tenants  and  holders  on  the  Columbian 
Manor;  who  retained  an  abundant  portion  of  the  free  and 
independent  spirit  of  the  Family,  having  now  nothing  to  fear 
from  their  neighbours;  would  not  long  submit  to  the  distant 
authority  of  John  Bull's  Steward,  and  his  pretensions  to  dis- 
pose of  them  and  their  affairs  at  his  will :  but  setting  up  for 
themselves  would  soon,  discarding  all  controul  of  the  Bull 
Family,  claim  the  lands  and  estate  as  their  own  right  and 
property.  This  conjecture,  which  might  be  thought  not  im- 
probable to  happen  in  the  course  of  ages,  the  event  has  con- 
verted into  an  important  prophecy;  the  fulfilment  ol  which 
the  folly  and  ignorance  of  John  Bull's  Stewards,  Agents,  and 
Advisers  have  accelerated  beyond  what  the  most  sanguine 
hopes  of  Lewis,  or  his  friends,  could  possibly  suggest. 

'J  his  important  trial  at  bar  with  its  consequences,  entirely 
decided  the  object  about  which  this  lawsuit  began  ;  and  put 
the  Bull  Family  in  full  and  cjuiet  possession  both  of  their 
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own  and  of  the  Frankland  portion  of  the  Columbian  Manor. 
And  well  had  it  been  for  both  sides  had  it  decided 
the  quarrel,  and  closed  the  contest.  Had  John  Bull,  his 
Steward,  and  their  Advisers  had  judgment  and  moderation 
to  have  restrained  their  avarice  and  ambition  within  the 
bounds  of  a  reasonable  manorial  superiority,  this  might  have 
proved  the  most  important  and  advantageous  acquisition  that 
the  Bull  Family  had  ever  obtained  ;  perhaps  the  most  impor- 
tant that  ever  was  obtained  by  a  lawsuit.  It  might  indeed 
eventually  have  made  the  Bullcaledon  Family  arbiters  of  the 
whole  of  Terracognita.  But  both  John  and  his  Steward 
were  too  much  intent  on  humbling  Lewis  Baboon  and  his 
Franks,  to  think  of  stopping  short  and  making  the  most  of 
what  they  had  got.  Their  confidence  in  their  own  prowess 
under  the  conduct  of  Sir  William,  who  was  not  without  his 
share  of  that  ambition  incident  to  a  great  mind,  was  now 
unbounded  ;  and  in  fact,  there  seemed  no  end  to  their  success 
and  triumphs.  Besides  the  Canadian  Estate,  Lewis  had 
lying  in  the  waters  bordering  on  the  Columbian  regions, 
several  mansions,  parks,  and  pendicles,  of  considerable  value 
and  importance  ;  of  all  which,  Bull  seized  the  possession 
one  after  another. 

Poor  Baboon  was  now  on  the  brink  of  ruin ;  his  fortune 
being  exhausted  by  the  expence  of  the  lawsuit :  and  every 
thing  still  going  ag  tinst  him,  he  found  it  necessary  to  solicit 
the  assistance  of  his  kinsman  and  neighbour,  Lord  Strut. 
Strut,  no  doubt,  looked  upon  the  success  of  Bull,  particularly 
in  Columbia,  with  a  jealous  eye  ;  but  he  was  cautious  of 
quarrelling  with  him  ;  especially  on  account  of  his  great  su- 
periority to  all  his  neighbours  in  water  warfare. 

The  Columbian  regions  had  been  first  discovered  under 
the  auspices  of  Lord  Strut,  and  hitherto  he  had  held  more 
extensive  and  valuable  possessions  upon  them  than  any  of 
the  neighbouring  landlords ;  and  from  these  possessions  he 
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yearly  brought  home  immense  treasures  over  the  Great 
Waters ;  and  hence,  much  exposed  to  the  interruption  of 
John  Bull's  watercraft.  At  this  very  time,  when  Lewis  ap- 
plied for  his  assistance,  he  expected  the  arrival  of  a  very 
large  treasure;  he,  therefore,  though  determined  to  join 
Lewis,  excused  himself  from  taking  any  open  part,  or  even 
declaring  himself,  till  this  treasure  should  have  arrived  ;  and 
to  Bull  he  stedfastly  disclaimed  all  intention  of  joining  Lewis. 

But  Sir  William  Speedwell,  now  in  full  credit,  as 
Major  Domo,  had  too  good  intelligence  of  all  that  passed  in 
the  neighbourhood,  to  be  thus  deceived.  The  whole  consul- 
tation and  agreement  between  Baboon  and  Strut  were  per- 
fectly known  to  him  ;  and  he  determined  to  anticipate  their 
design,  by  intercepting,  in  way  of  prevention,  those  verj 
treasures  on  which  they  depended  for  earning  on  jointly 
their  law  proceedings  against  him  ;  which,  had  it  been  done, 
would  probably  have  prevented  Strut  from  ever  declaring 
himself,  or  engaging  openly  in  the  quarrel.  But  in  this  de- 
sign Sir  William  was  opposed  by  his  still  jealous,  weak,  and 
pusilanimous  associates ;  and  in  a  general  consultation  of  the 
Steward's  Advisers,  the  point  was  carried  against  him.  Upon 
this  Sir  William  resigned  his  place.  Lord  Strut's  treasures 
arrived  safe  in  his  coffers,  and  he  immediately  joined  Lewis 
with  all  his  heart  and  means. 

Just  at  this  time  old  Agricol,  the  Steward,  happened  to 
die  suddenly,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  grandson,  also  named 
Agricol,  a  hopeful  youth  just  come  o!  age.  '1  lie  two  last 
Stewards,  both  of  whose  Stewardships  had  been  of  great 
length,  had  been  born  and  educated  in  a  foreign  counlrv, 
were  strangers  to  the  manners  of  the  people  and  customs  of 
the  Manor;  and  neither  of  them  had  ever  perfectly  acquired 
even  the  language  of  the  Family,  whose  affairs  they  were  to 
conduct.  Widi  the  present  heir  the  case  was  quite  otherwise, 
lie  had  been   born  and  educated  among  them;  his  manners 
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and  character  were  formed  to  theirs ;  and  he  had  been  in- 
structed in,  and  habituated  to,  the  laws  and  customs  of  the 
Manor ;  and  great  expectations  were  formed  concerning  him. 
Hitherto  John  Bull's  affairs  and  interests  had  engaged  but 
a  very  subordinate  portion  of  the  Steward's  attention ;  their 
Terrafirmal  connections  were  by  far  the  principal  objects  of 
their  concern  and  care.  In  the  Bull  affairs  their  attention 
had  amounted  to  little  more  than  giving  countenance  to  the 
proceedings  of  their  Agents,  and  the  routine  of  the  office, 
and  lending  their  name  and  sanction  to  the  boundless  and 
incessant  contributions  which  were  now  exacted  from  the 
Family  and  folk  on  the  Manor.  Not  but  that  the  Stewards 
had  business  in  which  they  engaged  with  sufficient  interest  in 
adjusting  their  Terrafirmal  connections  and  purchasing  those 
expensive  and  perfkhous  alliances,  in  which  they  always  impli- 
cated John  Bull,  to  the  ruin  of  his  affairs,  by  lavishing  upon  these, 
with  incredible  profusion,  the  wealth  and  resources  of  his  Family. 
Indeed,  to  such  unconscionable  extravagance  was  this  carried, 
that  several  of  those  connections  received  each  of  them  pen- 
sions from  John  Bull's  Estate,  amounting  to  more  than  the 
whole  business  of  the  Manor  and  Stewardship  had  used 
to  cost  before  the  accession  of  this  Family.  Particularly  that 
Squire  Hasseman,  whom  we  have  so  often  had  occasion  to 
mention,  a  little  poor  pitiful  sharking  fellow, — who  had  mar- 
ried the  late  Steward's  daughter  Moll, — had  constantly,  under 
some  pretence  or  other,  a  lavish  yearly  pension  paid  him.  If 
John  Bull  was  in  any  quarrel  or  dispute  with  his  neighbours, 
then  Hasseman  was  to  find  a  certain  number  of  bailiffs, 
bravos,  and  bullies,  to  be  at  his  call ;  if  John  was  in  quiet, 
and  peace  with  all  his  neighbours,  still  the  Steward's  Farm 
was  to  be  protected,  and  he  was  to  receive  his  money,  that 
his  vassals  might  be  kept  up  to  be  always  ready  ;  the  whole 
of  whom  he  was  accustomed  to  hire  out,  sell,  or  dispose  of 
in  this  way,  to  whoever  chose  to  pay  for  them ;  receiving  a 
certain  sum  for  every  one  whose  bones  were  broken,  or  brains 
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beat  out  in  those  brawls ;  of  course,  the  fewer  returned  the 
better. 

Yet  this  fellow,  when  he  saw  that  Lewis  was  like  to  carry 
every  thing  before  him  on  Terrafirni,  and  had  made  an  entry 
both  on  AgricoPs  Farm  of  Handover  and  his  own  demesne  of 
Hasse-castle  adjoining  to  it ;  though  he  had  received  more  of 
Bull's  money  than  the  fee  simple  of  his  Farm  was  worth- 
not  only  immediately  abandoned  Agricol  and  the  Bull  inte- 
rest, as  far  as  Bull  had  any  interest  on  Terrafirni,  but  turned 
Peterkin,  and  importunately  solicited  to  be  admitted  into 
friendship  and  alliance  with  Lewis  against  his  father-in-law 
Agricol,  and  all  the  objects  of  John  Bull's  interference  in 
Terrafirmal  affairs.  This  was  indeed  the  constant  practice 
of  all  Agricol's  Terrafirmal  connections.  So  long  as  no  risk 
was  run,  and  nothing  was  required  of  them  but  to  receive 
John  Bull's  money,  and  make  fair  pretences ;  it  was  im- 
possible to  be  more  complaisant  and  civil,  or  more  prompt  in 
their  part  than  they  were.  But  whenever  any  thing  was  ex- 
pected to  be  done  for  their  money,  they  begged  to  be  excused  : 
they  lay  too  much  exposed  to  Lewis'  insults  and  encroach- 
ment to  provoke  him  ;  John  Bull  lay  too  far  from  them  to 
protect  them  ;  or  for  them  either  to  risk  any  thing  for-  him,  or 
to  fear  any  thing  from  him.  Nor  in  such  sort  of  persons,  is 
this  either  so  much  to  be  blamed,  or  so  much  to  be  wondered 
at,  as  the  selfish  partiality  of  Agricol,  and  the  simple,  not  to 
say  sottish,  folly  of  Bull,  in  allowing  his  money  to  be  thus 
lavished  upon  people,  who  neither  could  be  of  any  service  to 
him,  nor  cared  any  thing  about  him  or  his  affairs. 

The  only  associate  that  Agricol  could  now  preserve  of  all 
his  Terrafirmal  connections  ;  or  rather,  the  only  one  who 
in  his  time  of  need  did  not  actually  take  part  against  him,  was, 
a?  we  have  said,  Squire  I'russ,  a  turbulent  ambitious  domi- 
neering fellow, — who  had  excited  the  jealousy  and  resentment 
of  all  his  neighbours  ;  whom  therefore  they  had  conspired  to 
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dispossess  and  drive  out  of  the  country.  Thus  being  univer- 
sally hated,  or  dreaded,  he  had  no  resource  but  in  perseverance 
and  the  vigour  of  his  own  character :  for  it  must  be  allowed 
that  he  was,  to  speak  in  the  language  of  the  humourist — "  A 
damiid  clever  fellow  / '  This  person,  though  he  could  be  of 
no  service  to  John  Bull,  nor  even  to  Agricol ;  for  he  had 
already  lost  all  his  Terrafirmal  possessions,  was  very  willing 
to  serve  himself  by  receiving  their  money,  and  whatever  more 
assistance  of  lawyers,  bailiffs,  or  bravos,  they  were  pleased  to 
send  him.  Of  Bull's  money,  according  to  custom,  Agricol 
was  abundantly  lavish,  which  enabled  Pruss  to  keep  in  pay 
all  his  idle  bravos  and  bullies  in  the  country ;  of  which  it 
must  be  allowed  he  made  dexterous  and  vigorous  use  in  his 
own  behalf,  and  in  a  great  measure  recovered  his  own  affairs. 
But  these  are  matters  in  which  the  Bull  Family,  however 
much  implicated,  had  no  real  interest.  Let  us  now  resume 
the  immediate  concerns  of  the  Family. 


ROOK   IX. 


Chap.   I. 

Contents. — The  Stewardship  of  the  Third  Agricol.— The  successful  and 
flourishing  state  of  the  Bull  Affairs  at  the  Accession  of  Young  Agri- 
col. — Lewis  and  Strut  bo:h  stripped  of  their  Columbiau  Possessions, 
— are  glad  to  come  to  a  compromise  highly  honourable  and  advan- 
tageous for  John  Bull. — The  hopeful  dawn  of  Young  Agricol'a  Stew- 
ardship soon  begins  to  be  overcast — it  is  said,  by  means  of  a  system 
of  Cabal  and  Favouritism. — Starts  up  one  Quilks,  a  bold  crafty  sati- 
rical knave  : — becomes  a  great  favourite  with  the  multitude,  and  a 
most  galling  thorn  in  the  side  of  the  Cabal. — Sir  William  once  more 
admitted  into  the  Steward's  Office — but  unable  to  hold  his  ground, 
is  30011  obliged  to  quit :— Revenges  himself  of  the  party  by  the  cele- 
brated  Letters  of  Juvinis. 

W  E  have  already  mentioned  the  decease  of  Old  Agricol, 
and  the  succession  of  his  Grandson,  of  the  same  name,  to  the 
Stewardship.  We  also  took  notice,  that  about  the  time  of 
his  death,  Lord  Strut  joined  Lewis  Baboon  against  John 
Bull  j  and,  that  Sir  William  Speedwell,  indignant  at  his  plan 
for  preventing  Strut  being  overruled,  had  resigned  his  pla.ee, 
and  retired  from  the  Steward's  Office  and  Counsels.  But  as 
Sir  William's  plan  was  to  anticipate  Strut  in  his  design,  he 
had  made  full  preparation  for  it.  So  that  those  he  left  in 
office,  when  they  found  that  Strut  had  actually  joined 
Baboon,  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  use  of  the  prepara-' 
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tion  and  plans  Sir  William  had  digested  for  them.  And 
these  were  found  so  complete,  so  well  arranged,  and  in  the 
hands  of  such  able  and  diligent  Solicitors,  that  the  point  at 
issue  with  Lord  Strut  was  soon  settled  ;  and  the  Manorial 
right  of  a  great  part  of  his  Columbian  possessions,  by  a  deci- 
sive verdict,  transferred  to  John  Bull;  and  by  this  aud  the 
other  expences  and  waste  of  the  lawsuit,  both  Strut  and 
Baboon  were  nearly  ruined. 

John  Bull  had  now  completely  obtained  the  object  for 
which  he  entered  into  the  lawsuit,  the  security  of  his  Colum- 
bian possessions  ;  and  indeed  many  and  great  advantages 
which  he  had  never  before  thought  of.  And  all  parties, 
being  now  pretty  well  tired  of  law,  on  account  of  the  great 
expences  with  which  law  proceedings  are  carried  on,  were 
cordially  disposed  to  put  an  end  to  the  quarrel ;  and  to  come 
to  some  compromise  concerning  all  points  in  dispute  between 
the  parties.  And  though  the  Bull  Family  certainly  derived 
great  and  important  advantages  from  the  compromise,  yet 
both  Baboon  and  Strut  obtained  better  conditions  than,  per- 
haps, either  in  prudence,  or  justice,  they  were  entitled  to. 

In  no  period  of  the  Bull  History  had  the  Family  arrived 
at  such  a  point  of  power,  wealth,  and  distinction,  as  that  to 
which  we  have  now  brought  it;  and  all  this  the  sole  effect  of 
one  clear,  vigorous,  and  capacious  mind.  The  whole  time 
of  Sir  William's  conducting  the  lawsuit,  aud  the  principal 
business  of  the  Stewardship  had  been  distinguished  by  a' series 
of  important  issues  in  their  favour  :  and  though  by  the  com- 
promise, many  parks,  paddocks,  old  castles,  and  favourite 
country  seats  were  restored  both  to  Lewis  and  Strut ;  yet, 
besides  recovering  every  thing  that  he  had  lost  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  quarrel,  as  also  Agricol's  Terrafirmal  Estates, — 
John  retained  the  whole  of  Lewis'  Columbian  possessions; 
a.  few  insulated  pendicles  excepted :  which,  with  the  Manors 
of  Ea6t  and  West  Flowery-field,  obtained  from  Lord  Strut, 
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made  him  sole  possessor  of  the  whole  Northern  division  of 
Terrafirmal  Columbia :  making  in  all  a  Manor,  or  Estate, 
exceeding  the  possessions  held  by  any  proprietor :  and 
which,  had  it  not  been  for  the  blind  ignorance,  and  insatiable 
avarice,  of  the  Steward's  Agents  and  Advisers,  might  have 
enabled  the  Bull  Family  to  be  Arbiter  of  the  whole  country 
round.  But  of  the  loss  of  this  important  possession,  with  its 
disastrous  consequences,  we  shall  too  soon  have  occasion  to 
speak. 

Perhaps  there  is  not,  in  the  course  of  Manorial  or  Family 
JRecords,  an  instance  of  so  sudden,  and  solid  a  rise  to  power, 
importance,  and  distinction,  as  this  we  have  now  mentioned 
of  the  Bull  Family,  and  Manor  of  Great  Albion;  and  that 
by  the  sole  operation  of  one  upright,  unbiassed,  uncorrupted 
mind  ;  pursuing  steadily  the  real  interest  of  those  for  whom. 
he  acted.  And  its  fall  to  its  present  deplorable,  and  almost 
desperate  condition,  without  any  disastrous  incident,  or  any 
attack  from  without ;  but  by  the  mere  operation  of  the  per- 
verted principles  of  the  Steward's  Office,  supported  by  the 
influence  of  that  infamous  Commerce  of  Prostitution  carried 
on  between  the  Steward's  Office  and  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold, 
is  perhaps  as  unprecedented.  This  prostitution  is  a  crime, 
which,  as  it  is  no  less  accursed  and  far  more  pernicious  than 
his,  who  had  stolen  and  dissembled,  and  thereby  brought  a 
curse  and  slaughter  upon  his  people  ;  it  were  but  just,  in 
behalf  of  the  Bull  Family,  that  every  one  concerned  in  it 
were  adjudged  to,  and  visited  with,  the  same  punishment — 
and  that  all  the  people  should  stone  them  with  stones,  and 
burn  them  with  jire :  which  were  but  an  inadequate  visita- 
tion for  the  thousands  of  the  generous  inhabitants  of  Albion, 
who  have  fallen  sacrifices  to  that  accursed  principle  and 
practice. 

The  great  lawsuit  in  which  almost  every  Estate  and  Family 
in  the  country  had  been  more  or  less  concerned  being  settled, 
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and  all  lesser  quarrels  composed,  nothing  but  peace  and  good 
neighbourhood  prevailed  through  the  whole  country  round:— 
under  such  happy  auspices,  in  the  prime  of  youth,  commenced 
the  Stewardship  of  Young  Agricol.  Nothing  could  exceed 
the  satisfaction  and  gratulation  of  the  Bull  Family  on  bis  ac- 
cession. Their  partiality  for  his  person  and  character  were 
boundless.;  and  proportionably  high  were. the  expectations 
formed  of  prosperity  and  happiness  under  his  Stewardship. 
The  former  Stewards  of  his  Family  were  in  a  manner  aliens ; 
born  and  educated  in  a  foreign  land ;  strangers  to  the  persons, 
the  maimers,  and  the  language  of- the.  people  whose  affairs 
they,  were  to  manage.  This  had  been  born  and  educated 
amons:  them:  habituated  to  the  customs  and  constitution  ot 
the  Manor,  and  the  open  and  free  .-character  of  the.  Family  : 
li^s  person  and  figure  were  manly  and  advantageous ;  his  car- 
riage and  disposition,  as  far  as  they  could  yet.be  known,  were 
affable  and  engaging;  his  youth  was  prepossessing  ;. and  en- 
couraged the  fond  hopes  of  a  Jong  and  prosperous  Stewardship. 

In  the  first  of  these,  at  least,  the  duration  of  the  Steward- 
ship, the  hopes  conceived  have  not  been  disappointed ;  this 
having  already  been  die  longest  Stewardship  on  the  records  of 
the  Manor.  .But,: 'whether  from  fault,  from  fate,  cr  from 
whatever  <  cause;  most  of  the  other  prepossessions  formed 
have  been  miserably''!, sap  pointed. 

Scarce  had  the  day  commenced,  when  this  hopeful  dawn 
began  to  he  overcast.  When  Sir  William -resigned  his  place, 
among  those  w  ho  carre  into  trust,  and  gained  great  ascendancy 
in  the.  Steward's  Ohit'e,  was  one  Den;  Buteus  or  the  rl  hane  ; 
who  having  had  woir.e  share  in  Young  Agricol's  education, 
still  retained  great  favour  and  influence  with  him.  This  man 
was  of  brother  Sandy's  Family,  and  a  native  or  the  Caledo- 
nian Manor;  and  though  the  two  Families  and  Manors  had 
been  so  long  united,  there  still  subsisted  partialities  and 
jealousies  between  them.     The  Thane  was  somewhat  lofty 
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and  reserved  in  his  manner,  which  did  not  suit  with  the  free 
and  open  character  of  the  Bull   Family ;    and  his  carriage 
gave  great  umbrage  and  offence  to  many  distinguished  persons, 
who  were   by   their  stations   necessarily  engaged  about  the 
Steward's  person  and  office.     It  is  even  said,  that  he,  with  a 
few  others,  in  the  confidence  of  the  Young  Steward,  had 
formed   a   scheme   to   make   the   Steward  and  his    personal : 
favourites  and  confidents  absolute  arbiters  over  all   persons 
and  things  in  the  Steward's  Office,  and  in  the  whole  business 
of  the   Stewardship   and   Manor, — and    to   reduce  ail   other' 
Agents  and  Office-bearers  whatsoever,  to  the  rank  and  subjec-* 
tion  of  mere  menial  servants,  to  a  condition  something  below 
that  of  "  Eat  your  Pudding,  Sir,  and  hold  your  tongue  ;"  for 
besides    eating    their    pudding,    they    were    to   obey    orders, 
and  hold  their  tongues.     Mettre  le  Roi  hors  de  page,  was 
the  maxim  of  the  Cabal.     This  was  not  the  way  in  which 
the  business  of  the  Albion  Stewardship  had  used  to  be  con- 
ducted.    Some  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  Bull  Family; 
who,  except  in  the  higher  official  station  held  by  him,  and  the 
greater  extent  of  authority  intrusted  to  him,  scarce  thought 
themselves  in  honour  and  character  inferior  to  the  Steward 
himself,  were  generally  associated  with  him  in  the  business  of 
the  office;   and  as  more  intimately  interested  in  the  affairs  of' 
their  paternal   Family,  had  often  the  principal   direction  of: 
them,  and  were  reckoned  chiefly  accountable  for  them. 

According  to  the  new  s<  heme,  the  Steward  and  his  intimates" 
were  to  be  considered  as  quite  apart  from,  and  standing  on 
higher  ground,  than  the  acting  and  efficient  departments  of' 
the  office  ,  to  which,  it  was  held,  the  Steward  might  appoint 
if  he  pleased,  Ins  footman  or  his  groom,  his  barber  or  his 
tailor;  the  only  qualifications  absolutely  necessary  were,  tracta- 
bility,  and  implicit  obedience.  The  fundamental  maxim 
among  the  Steward's  confidents  was,  that  all  the  concern, 
which  either  those  efficient  Agents,  or  the   Hull  Family  in 
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geueral,  had  with  the  Steward's  Office  or  authority,  was,  to 
receive  orders  and  obey,  to  present  themselves  ready  and 
tractable  instruments. 

It  may  seem  strange,  that  after  the  not  only  unsuccessful, 
but  disastrous  attempts  of  the  old  race  of  Stewards,  the 
same  preposterous  and  absurd  principle  of  setting  the  Steward 
above  his  Lord,  should  still  be  persisted  in  on  the  Manor  of 
Great  Albion  ;  especially  by  a  Family  that  were  preferred  to 
the  direct  line  of  descent,  and  came  to  the  office  by  mere  parti- 
ality to  their  character  and  principles.  This  shews  the  continually 
encroaching  and  assuming  spirit  of  Stewardism,  and  the  ne- 
cessity there  is  of  keeping  a  constant  watch  over  it,  and 
check  upon  it.  Not  but  there  were  circumstances  at  this 
time  more  favourable  to  the  design  than  in  any  former  period ; 
or  rather  there  was  one  circumstance  which  might  alone  be 
depended  on  to  accomplish  this,  or  any  other  attempt  however 
pernicious.  I  mean  that  entire  command  of  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office,  which  the  Steward  now  obtained  by  means  of  the 
notorious  Commerce  of  Prostitution  and  adultery  between  the 
Steward's  Office  and  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold  ;  now  almost 
reduced  to  a  system  ;  and  which  it  was  part  of  the  present 
plan  to  complete  and  establish.  It  was  by  the  vigilance, 
wisdom,  and  spirit  of  this  Houshold  Office,  that  every  former 
attempt  of  this  kind  had  been  frustrated;  but  now  this,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Steward's  Agents,  was  become  the  very  in- 
strument on  which  they  depended  for  accomplishing  their 
purpose ;  or  any  thing  else  which  they  choose  to  take  in 
hand. 

But  still  the  favorites  did  not  find  it  quite  so  easy  a  matter 
as  they  had  hoped,  to  complete  their  scheme.  It  was  essen- 
tial to  their  plan  to  employ  the  most  subservient,  parasitical, 
pimp-like  characters  that  could  be  found.  But  not  only 
many  high  spirits  of  the  Bull  Family,  who  had  business  and 
connection  with  the  Steward's  Office,  spurned  at  the  subjec- 
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Hon  expected,  but  the  Family  in  general  could  not  forbear 
discovering  a  considerable  degree  of  indignation  and  con- 
tempt for  such  a  Cabal ;  and  the  supposed  head  of  the  party 
and  author  of  the  project,  being  a  Caledonian,  rendered  the 
whole  still  more  invidious.  But  the  obstinate  perseverance 
with  which  this  system  has  been  persisted  in,  in  defiance  of 
opposition,  disappointment,  defeat,  disgrace,  and  disaster, 
makes  it  probable  that  it  has  its  root  in  the  natural  spirit  and 
genius  of  the  Stewardical  Office  and  Stewardical  character ; 
and  that  the  Thane  was  but  an  accidental  coadjutor  to  the 
Junto ;  which,  indeed,  he  soon  quitted  entirely.  Certain  it 
is,  that  through  all  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  during 
this  long  Stewardship,  no  one  who  could  not  accommodate 
himself  to  this  order  of  things,  has  been  able  to  keep  any 
footing  in  the  office.  And  the  system  seems  now  fully  esta- 
blished; all  opposition  being  tired  out,  and  all  repugnance 
resigned ;  or  else,  the  virtue  and  spirit  of  the  Bull  and 
Caledonian  Families  are  exhausted,  and  come  to  an  end. 

About  this  time,  envy  of  the  supposed  credit  and  influence 
of  the  Caledonian  Thane,  and  contempt  for  his  drivelling 
associates,  excited  particularly  the  art  and  malice  of  one 
Jack  Quilks,  or  Squire  Quilky,  a  prompt,  confident,  daring 
fellow ;  who  with  sarcastic  wit,  and  a  constant  sardonic 
sneer,  most  provokingly  ridiculed  the  Thane,  and  the  whole 
Agents  and  economy  of  the  Steward's  Office.  This  fellow  had 
certainly  more  wit  and  capacity,  and  perhaps  as  much  principle 
and  honesty,  as  all  the  Steward's  Agents  and  Confidents  put  to- 
gether. And  it  is  astonishing  how  the  crafty  knave,  by  his  wit, 
aided  by  the  want  of  either  wit  or  wisdom  in  his  antagonists, 
took  with  the  Bull  Family.  His  name  became  the  watch 
word  or  rallying  point  to  an  almost  universal  combination  of 
sentiment,  in  contempt  of  the  Cabal ;  nor  did  the  Steward 
himself  escape  some  provoking  jests,  though  in  an  oblique  way. 

Thus,  in  spite  of  all  the  advantages  with  which  Young 
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Agricol  assumed  his  station,  his  ilUchosen  silly  concerted  Advi- 
sers, by  their  blind  perverted  policy/ had  already  rendered  his 
Stewardship  the  most  contemptible  and  obnoxious  to  the 
folk  in  general  on  the  Manor,  of  any  since  the  time  of  the 
second  Dick  ;  who,  with  his  Advisers,  fell  the  victims  of 
their  own  folly.  Agricol's  Advisers  found  themselves  safe  in 
the  change  9/  times,  and  the  more- hurnaniaed  manners  of 
the  Family.  And  what  perhaps  helped  both  to  encourage 
their  folly,  and  secure  their  impunity,  was,  that  the  folk  on 
the  Caledonian  Manor  dissented  from  the  general  sentiment 
of  contempt  and  indignation.  For  tnough  Quilky's  attack 
and  satire  were  principally  directed  against  the  Thane,  yet,  he 
had,  consulting  his  malice  more  tha^  his  judgment,  implicated 
the  whole  Caledonian  race  in  his  lampoons  and  pasquinades; 
and  their  resentment  formed  some  balance  in  favour  of  the 
Steward's  party.  The  Thune  indeed,  had  wisely  retired,  and 
given  way  to  the  storm  ;  but  the  system  persisted  in  was  still 
ascribed  to  his  principles  ;  and  it  was  still  thought  tit  to  con- 
sider him  as  the  head  of  the  party,  and  from  behind  the 
curtain  moving  the  other  puppets  at  his  will,  besides,  the 
now  established  intercourse  of  prostitution  and  aoultery  be- 
tween the  Steward's  Office  and  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold,  se- 
cured that  entirely  in  the  Steward's  interest.  And  as  that 
Houshold  Office  had  virtually  the  disposal  of  the  Family,  and 
every  thing  belonging  to  it ;  all  .the  wealth  and  property  on 
the  Manor, — -that  alone  was  sufficient  to  enable  the  Steward's 
Junto  to  set  at  nought  the  Family,  and  to  hold  in  contempt 
and  defiance  all  its  resentment  and  indignation,  whether  well 
or  ill  founded. 

But  as  this  situation  of  affairs  in  the  Steward's  Office  was 
directly  contrary  to  the  custom  of  the  Manor,  and  to  the  fun- 
damental principles  upon  which  the  Stewardship  had  been 
conferred,  was  held,  and  expected  to  be  exercised,  it  could 
not  but  be  attended   with  some  incouvenieucy,  and  excite 
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some  apprehensions  even  to  the  Junto  itself.  Hence,  there  was 
much  chaffering,  and  changing  of  the  subordinates  of  the  office, 
to  try  to  conciliate  the  Family  without  changing  the  system. 
It  was  especially  endeavoured  to  get  Sir  William  Speedwell, 
the  favourite  of  the  folk,  once  more  to  take  a  part  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  office.  Nothing  could  be  more  discordant  than 
the  principles  and  views  of  Sir  William  and  those  of  the 
Junto;  or,  as  they  affected  to  call  themselves,  the  Steward's 
friends.  Sir  William,  a  genuine  son  of  John  Boll,  and  con- 
scious of  his  own  worth,  and  the  dignity  of  the  Bull  Family, 
was  determined  to  support  aud  maintain  the  rights  and  privile- 
ges of  that  Family.  '!  he  Junto  consisted  of  persons  conscious 
of  no  dignity  or  worth  in  themselves ;  and  as  they  derived  all 
their  importance  from  the  power  and  influence  of  the  Steward, 
they  were  naturally  disposed  to  carry  that  power  and  influence 
to  the  greatest  height,  and  absolutely  to  subject  to  it  the 
Family,  the  Manor,  and  all  the  wealth,  honour,  power,  and 
importance  belonging  to  both.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this  op- 
position of  principles,  Sir  William  was  once  more  admitted 
into  the  Steward's  counsels. 

Though  the  principles  and  spirit  of  Sir  William  could 
never  accommodate  themselves  to  the  views  of  his  associates, 
yet  conscious  of  his  own  superiority,  aud  knowing  how  sensi- 
ble they  were  of  their  need  of  him,  to  preserve  them  from 
entire  contempt,  he  probably  thought  they  would  be  content 
to  move  by  his  impulse,  and  shine  in  his  light.  And  thus,  as 
formerly,  though  with  some  interruption  and  incumbrance,  he 
might  have  been  able  to  promote  the  honour  and  interest  of 
the  Bull  Family.  But  he  soon  found  he  had  reckoned  with- 
out his  host,  lor  though  he  was  ostentively  to  he  considered 
as  the  supreme  director  in  the  Steward's  counsels,  he  found 
hiniscli  obliged  to  admit  others  of  so  many  different  aud 
jarring  parties  and  principles,  that  liny  could  no  more 
coalesce  than  the  iron  aud  clay  in  the  royal  image ;  nor  could 


110 

a  machine  constructed  with  so  many  jarring  and  ill  combined 
movements,  possibly  act  for  any  uniform  or  consistent  pur- 
pose. Of  course,  Sir  William  found  himself  obliged  either 
to  act  a  part  which  he  despised,  to  countenance  and  support 
measures  directly  contrary  to  his  own  views  and  principles,  or 
to  quit  his  new  associates  ;  nor  was  he  long  in  fixing  his 
choice. 

Sir  William  soon  renounced  his  connections ;  nor  did  he 
fail  to  discover  his  resentment  and  indignation  at  the  attempt 
to  sanction  such  views  and  designs  as  they  entertained  from  his 
countenance  and  support ;  and  to  make  him  the  tool  of  such 
drivellers.  And  beside  his  open  and  avowed  contempt  and 
resentment,  he  revenged  himself  on  the  whole  party  in  a 
Series  of  Letters,  under  the  fictitious  name  of  Juvinis;  written 
with  such  force  of  thought,  such  vigour  of  style,  such  energy 
of  argument,  such  keen  and  galling  satire,  that  nothing  in  the 
language  of  the  Manor  is  to  be  found  to  equal  them.  And 
as  he  neither  forbore  names  nor  facts,  both  of  which  were  too 
notorious  and  well  known,  it  was  impossible  either  to  elude, 
or  repel  the  attack.  Indeed,  those  who  were  the  direct  objects 
of  his  satire;  among  whom,  the  Steward  himself  was  not 
spared,  were  so  sensible  how  fairly  they  stood  exposed  to  all 
the  shafts  of  the  enemy,  and  how  much  they  were  over- 
matched at  such  weapons,  that  they  durst  not  attempt  to 
repel  them  either  by  argument  or  ridicule.  They  chose, 
therefore,  to  endeavour  to  shield  themselves  under  the  cus- 
tom of  the  Manor;  which  affects  to  ascribe  something  sa- 
cred to  the  person  and  character  of  the  Steward.  And 
though  the  letters  were  written  in  a  fictitious  name,  the  pub- 
lisher, at  least  was  known  ;  and  as  he  either  did  not  know 
the  real  author,  or  was  too  faithful  to  betray  him,  he  himself 
was  punished  severely  ;  particularly  for  a  letter  addressed  ex- 
pressly to  the  Steward. 

It  is  true,  these  letters  have  never  been  avowed  by  their 
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author ;  and  though  they  are  still  universally  read  and  admired, 
it  is  even  at  this  day  affected  to  make  a  mystery  of  the 
writer.  But  whoever  reads  them  with  judgment,  and  attends 
to  the  facts  and  characters  of  the  times  as  drawn  in  them,  can 
find  no  difficulty  in  determining  the  author:  the  letter  to  the 
Steward  alone  might  decide  the  point.  Yet,  perhaps,  that 
very  letter  is  the  cause  that  the  writer  is  not,  and  will  not  in 
the  present  generation  be  avowedly  known.  As,  besides,  th« 
unpardonable  plainness  and  severity  of  the  letter,  which  is 
such  as  no  man  would  dare  to  avow ;  even  the  reputed 
author  of  such  a  letter  could  never  after  pretend  to  approach 
the  office,  or  be  admitted  to  the  counsels  of  the  Steward. 
But  Sir  William,  sufficiently  conscious  of  his  own  merits, 
confident- of  the  deserved  partiality  of  the  Bull  Family,  and 
not  void  of  ambition — optimus  quisque  maxirne  gloria  ducitur 
— still  hoped  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  effectually 
serving  that  Family,  and  advancing  the  interest  and  honour 
both  of  the  Steward  and  of  the  people  on  the  Manor.  And 
though  his  much  lamented  death  has  prevented  this,  yet  his 
Family  being  still  candidates,  and  not  unsuccessful  one's  as 
we  shall  see,  for  place  and  appointment  in  the  Steward's  de- 
partment, this  has  still  occasioned  an  affected  mystery  to  be 
thrown  over  the  origin  of  these  celebrated  letters.  But  all 
arts,  affectation,  and  pretences  apart,  those  letters  certainly 
originated  from  the  genius  and  pen  of  Sir  William  Speedwell. 
The  Thane  had  now  retired  from  the  Junto. — Sir  William, 
indignant  at  the  part  proposed  to  be  put  upon  him,  had  dis- 
engaged  himself  from  his  asssociates  with  contempt,  and  re- 
venged himself  by  the  above  celebrated  letters.  And  now 
the  remnant  of  the  Steward's  Office  like  a  ragged  ensign  on 
an  old  flag  staff;  or  like  a  tattered  skeleton  upon  a  gibbet, 
was  become  an  object  of  universal  detestation  and  disgust, 
except  to  the  vultures  that  fed  upon  it.  Hut  by  means  of 
that  Commerce  of  Prostitution  between  the  Stewards  Office 
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and  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold,  now  become  the  primum  mobile 
of  the  Stewardship  ;  and  by  the  art  now  reduced  into  a 
system  of  tilling  that  Houshold  with  their  own  base  and  pros- 
titute creatures,  independent  of  the  sentiment  and  choice  of 
the  folk  on  the  Manor,  they  were  sure  of  the  support  of 
that  Houshold  Office  ;  and  hence,  gave  themselves  little  fur- 
ther concern  ;  holding  the  Family  in  as  much  disregard  and  de- 
fiance, as  the  Family  held  them  in  scorn  and  contempt.  Par- 
ticularly the  malignant  Wag  Quilky  made  them  the  constant 
butt  of  his  wit  and  ridicule  :  or,  as  their  ignorance  and  re- 
sentment often  hurried  them  on  to  violate  all  measures  of 
justice  and  prudence,  as  well  as  all  the  laws  of  the  Manor, 
to  be  revenged,  he  would  call  those  laws  to  his  assistance,  and 
make  thein  pay  thousands  of  pounds  for  their  ignorance  and 
folly.  But  that  was  nothing  to  them  ;  they  paid  all  out  of 
John  Bull's  pocket. 

But  the  Bull  Family  still  stood  by  Quilky;  and  that, 
perhaps,  more  from  contempt  and  opposition  to  his  wretched 
and  perverse  persecutors,  than  from  any  opinion  of  his  own 
merits  or  immaculate  character ;  and  as  he  was  as  much  an 
overmatch  for  his  opponents  in  capacity  and  wit,  as  they  were 
for  him  in  power  and  influence,  the  quarrel  by  degrees  subsi- 
ded, Quilky  was  allowed  quietly  to  resume  his  place  in  Mrs. 
Bull's  Office,  from  which  they  had  procured  his  expulsion, 
and  the  Steward's  Junto  went  on  blundering  in  their  usual 
course,  till  t'  e  i-uorance  and  avarice  drew  them  into  an 
awful  and  important  crisis ;  of  which  the  consequences  are 
yet  but  partly  evolved. 
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Chap.  IT. 

Content*. — The  Stewardship  of  the  Third  Agricol  continued. — Th« 
Causes  and  Commencement  of  the  Great  Colombian  Lawsuit. — Laws 
affecting  them  made, — opposed, — repealed. — At  last,  one  sweeping 
Law  enacted,  declaring  the  indisputable  Right  and  Power  of  the 
Albion  Steward  and  Palaverium  to  bind,  controul,  and  dispose  of  the 
Columbians  and  all  their  concerns,  in  all  cases  whatsoever. — The  style 
and  operation  of  such  a  Law  soon  brings  matters  to  a  crisis. — An 
open  Quarrel  and  Lawsuit  takes  place ; — its  Progress. 

^INCE  the  successful  termination  of  the  Great  Lawsuit 
with  Baboon  and  Strut,  the  Bull  Family  had  lived  in  peace 
and  quiet  with  all  their  neighbours.  And  as  to  the  silly  blun- 
ders and  brawls  of  the  Steward's  Office,  incited  by  the  wit 
and  satire  of  Quilky,  they  were  more  apt  to  amuse  themselves 
by  turning  them  into  derision  and  ridicule,  than  to  give  them- 
selves any  serious  concern  about  them ;  especially,  as  the 
quiet  and  undisturbed  state  of  the  Manor  deprived  the  Stew- 
ard's Agents  of  all  pretence  to  increase  their  burdens,  or  to 
levy  additional  contributions  upon  them. 

But  though  the  tranquil  state  of  the  Manor  of  Great 
Albion  cut  off  from  the  Steward's  Agents  every  pretence  to 
lay  fresh  burdens  on  the  Family  ;  yet,  the  propensity  to  drain 
and  draw  every  thing  to  themselves,  was  become  in  them  so 
habitual  and  insatiable,  that  they  could  no  more  resist  it  than 
the  leech  its  propensity  to  suck  blood,  though  it  may  die  in 
disgorging  it  again.  In  search  of  objects  to  indulge  this  irre- 
sistible impulse,  they  turned  their  eyes  to  the  immense  Manor 
of  Columbia.  The  folk  on  this  Manor,  since  they  had  been 
freed  from  the  troublesome  neighbourhood  of  Lewis  Baboon, 
were  become  the  most  prosperous  and  thriving  people  in  the 
world.  Indeed,  the  records  of  no  country,  nor  even  the 
Fables  of  the  Poets,  present  any  thing  equal  to  the  plentiful, 
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social,  free,  aud  happy  state  in  which  they  lived.  Their 
lands  fresh  and  unexhausted,  and  almost  of  boundless  extent, 
supplied  them  in  abundance  with  every  thing  necessary,  not 
only  for  use,  but  for  comfort  and  indulgence.  At  the  same 
time  they  were  happily  strangers  to  that  excess  of  luxury  and 
affected  refinement,  which  in  the  parent  Manor  has  placed 
nearly  one  half  of  the  inhabitants  above,  and  the  other  below 
all  the  natural  uses,  ends,  and  enjoyments  of  life. 

This  prosperous  and  thriving  state  of  the  Columbian  Manor 
was  too  tempting  a  bait  for  the  voracious  sharks  of  the  Steward's 
Office.  To  these  flourishing  and  happy  regions,  then,  in  an  evil 
hour,  Agricol  and  his  Agents  turned  their  eyes  and  their 
thoughts.  Here  they  imagined  they  could  indulge  their  insa- 
tiable propensity — the  sceleratus  amOr  habendi-—\\\lhotit  the 
restraint  of  ancient  law  or  custom,  by  which  they  were  so  in- 
conveniently fettered  on  the  Albion  Manor.  Here  they 
might  provide  for  their  cast  off  prostitutes  ;  here  they  might 
station  and  get  rid  of  their  importunate  minions,  whom  all 
their  profusion  of  places  and  appointments  could  not  suffi- 
ciently provide  for,  nor  satisfy  at  home. 

The  great  Manor  of  Columbia  was  divided  into  a  number 
of  separate  Manors  or  Bailiwicks,  all  held  dependent  on  the 
Bull  Family,  and  under  the  charge  of  the  High  Steward  of 
the  Manor  of  Great  Albion;  to  whom,  in  behalf  of  John 
Bull,  they  paid  their  quitrents,  and  acknowledged  fealty. 
And  as  they  had  received  the  assistance  of  the  Bull  Family,  from 
whom  they  were  descended,  in  protecting  their  infancy,  they  rea- 
dily permitted  the  Steward  to  appoint  a  bailiff,  or  substitute, 
to  exercise  his  authority,  and  maintain  the  manorial  rights  in 
every  separate  Bailiwick.  They  had  also,  in  imitation  of  Mrs. 
Bull's  Houshold  Office,  in  each  Bailiwick  an  Office  or  Palave- 
riuin  of  their  own,  chosen  by  themselves  ;  and  as  beyond  the 
reach  of  that  Commerce  of  Prostitution  which  directed  and  per- 
verted every  thing  on  the  parent  Manor,  much  more  faithful  to 
their  station  and  trust.     To  these,  according  to  the  custom  of 
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the  Albion  Manor,  which  in  all  things  they  imitated,  it  belonged 
to  regulate  the  affairs  each  of  their  own  separate  Manor  or 
Bailiwick,  and  to  levy  all  contributions  both  for  their  own  ex- 
pences,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  paternal  Manor. 

But  it  no  wise  suited  the  insatiable  craving  of  the  Steward's 
Home-otfice  and  Agents,  to  depend  upon  these  faithful  re- 
presentatives, whom  they  could  neither  awe  nor  corrupt,  for 
the  resources  and  gain  their  avarice  now  proposed  to  draw 
from  that  quarter.  They,  therefore,  without  enquiry,  or  at 
all  consulting  the  parties  concerned,  determined  that  their 
always  ready  tools,  the  Albion  Palaverium,  should  levy  con- 
tributions, impose  assessments,  and  dispose  of  all  persons  and 
property  on  the  Columbian  Manor,  at  some  thousands  of 
miles  distance,  the  same  as  they  did  on  their  own  at  home,  of 
which  they  are  the  professed  representatives.  Such  extrava- 
gant pretensions,  it  may  well  be  supposed,  excited  both  the 
astonishment  and  indignation  of  the  Columbians. 

The  yoke  of  boundless  contribution  had  been  slipt  so  gra- 
dually upon  the  neck  of  the  Bull  Family,  by  the  perfidious 
connivance  of  the  corrupt  part  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  to 
whom  they  had  trusted  their  concerns,  that  they  scarce  per- 
ceived it,  till  by  the  selfish  compliance  of  the  traitors,  it  was 
fixed  beyoud  their  power  to  shake  it  off.  x\nd  having 
been  slid  on  so  imperceptibly,  they  were  not  at  first  fully  sen- 
sible of  its  galling  pressure ;  and  must  now  trudge  on  under 
its  increasing  weight,  till  it  sink  them  to  the  ground  ;  or,  till 
galled  to  madness,  they  frantic,  break  the  yoke  and  burst  the 
bands,  and  trample  their  drivers  under  foot. 

But  the  necks  of  the  untamed  Columbians  had  been  used 
to  no  such  yoke  ;  and  when,  with  all  its  galling  weight,  it  was 
rashly  Hung  upon  them  by  such  rude  and  unskilful  hands,  it 
roused  their  utmost  resentment,  and  they  spurned  the  attempt 
with  indignation  and  r;ige. 

The  Junto  and  their  Palaverium  began  by  making  a  law, 
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that  no  agreement  nor  instrument  in  writing  should  be  valid 
in  Columbia  unless  it  was  written  on  paper  bearing  the  mark 
Or  stamp  of  the  Albion  Steward's  Office.     In  such  a  coun- 
try as  Columbia  then  was,  this  was  nearly  laying  an  embargo 
on  all  business.     The  original  Estates  there  were  of  almost 
boundless  extent ;  producing  every  necessary  and  comfort  of 
life  within  themselves  ; — perhaps  no  emporium  for  imported 
commodities  to  be  found   within  fifty  or  a  hundred  miles. 
Land  was  constantly  passing  in  smaller  divisions  from  hand  to 
hand  at  a  very  low  price ;  and  it  would  often  happen  that  the 
journey  to  procure  the  paper  for  a  conveyance,  and  the  price 
of  the  stamp,  would  amount  to  more  than  the  purchase  of  a 
moderate  Estate.     Beside  this,  there  was  scarce  a  draught 
they   could  swallow,  or   a  morsel   they  could   put  in   their 
mouths,  but  in  addition  to  the  price  of  the  thing,  they  must  pay 
a  composition  for  using  it,  to  the  Steward  of  the  Albion  Manor; 
and  that  regulated  and  imposed  upon  them  by  this  Steward's 
Office,  or  his  ready  and  obsequious  tools,  the  prostitute  crea- 
tures of  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold.     And  they  were  absolutely 
prohibited  from  disposing  of  any  part  of  their  own  produce  ; 
or  purchasing  any  thing  they  wanted  at  any  other  market,  or 
procuring  it  by  any  other  conveyance  than  that  of  the  Albion 
Manor.     Now,  though  such   imposts  were  submitted  to  by 
the  Bull  Family  themselves  in  their  own  Manor,  they  were 
imposed  at  least  nominally,  with  their  own  consent,  and  regu- 
lated by  their  professed  representatives  ;  and  are  by  their  own 
■connivance,  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  a  set  of  drones  ; 
which,  however  nauseous,  contemptible,  and  pernicious,  are 
bred  in  their  own  hive ;  and  they  are  pleased  to  indulge  and 
support  thein.     In  Columbia  no  such  pampered  vermin  can 
be  found,  nor  would  be  suffered ;    nor  would  they  submit  to 
support  elsewhere,  what  they  viewed  with  the  abhorrence  and 
disgust  which  is  naturally  felt  at  seeing  dogs  and  vultures  de- 
vouring a  carcase  while  yet  alive,  or  vermin  fattening  on  a 
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mass  of  already  putrid  corruption.  In  short,  through  the 
whole  Columbian  Manor,  indignation  and  resentment  were 
excited  to  the  utmost ;  to  elude  which,  or  to  allay  or  tame 
such  untractable  spirits,  far  exceeded  the  skill  or  capacity  of 
such  drones  as  now  occupied  the  chief  stations  in  the  Albion 
Steward's  Office :  of  necessity,  therefore,  a  change  took 
place.  Indeed,  the  present  presumptuous  drivellers  were  be- 
come scarce  less  contemptible  to  the  Bull  Family,  than  they 
were  detestable  to  the  Columbians ; — even  the  Steward  him- 
self had  strangely  lost  that  unbounded  favour  and  partiality, 
which,  with  universal  acclaim,  hailed  his  accession  to  the 
Stewardship. 

The  master  of  Rollingham,  supposed  a  genuine  son  of 
John  Bull,  was  now  called  to  the  head  of  the  Steward's 
Agents.  But,  however,  obliged  to  give  way  to  necessity, 
the  same  spirit  and  purpose  of  subjecting  every  thing  to  itself, 
still  prevailed  in  the  Steward's  Office ;  so  that  Rollingham, 
whatever  his  own  principles  might  be,  could  only  apply  par- 
tial and  temporary  remedies  to  the  present  evils.  The  law 
imposing  the  use  of  the  Steward's  marked  paper,  with  most 
others  immediately  affecting  the  Columbians,  was,  indeed, 
annulled  :  and  their  resentment,  of  course,  subsided.  But 
in  place  of  the  former,  another  law,  of  much  more  portentous 
aspect,  was  now  enacted, — asserting  and  declaring  the  absolute 
and  indisputable  right  of  the  Albion  Steward  and  Palaverium 
to  bind  and  controul,  to  command,  and  absolutely  to  dispose 
of  the  Columbians  and  all  their  concerns,  in  all  cases  zvhatso- 
ever.  When  people  have  an  opportunity  of  conferring  a 
great  advantage  upon  themselves,  and  nothing  to  restrain  or 
limit  them  but  the  extent  of  their  own  will  or  choice  ;  it 
would  surely  shew  0ieat  foil}'  and  unfitness  for  the  business 
of  the  world  to  be  sparing,  and  not  to  take  to  themselves 
sufficiently.  This,  according  to  their  own  estimation,  was 
the  case  of  the  Albion  Steward's  Office  and  Palaverium  with 
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respect  to  the  Columbians.  And  they  took  care  to  shew  that 
they  knew  the  value  of  their  situation,  and  would  not  be 
wanting  to  themselves.  As  to  any  consideration  that  migh$ 
weigh  on  the  other  side  ;  these,  lay  not  only  beyond,  their 
knowledge,  but  beyond  the  reach  of  their  capacity  and  com- 
prehension. They  acted  perfectly  according  to  .their  nature 
and  station.  As  Cleopatra's  clown  said  of  his  asp — "  The 
worm  will  do  its  kind," — "  the  serpent  will  bite  without  inchant- 
raent," — the  horse-leech  will  suck  blood  wherever  it  can  fix 
its  fangs.  This  is,  perhaps,  all  circumstances  considered,  the 
highest  stretch  of  Stewardism,  or  of  assumed  power  and  au- 
thority that  was  ever  professedly  attempted,  or  pretended  to. 
We  find,  indeed,  one  of  Lewis  Baboon's  parasites  cajoling 
him  with  something  nearly  to  the  same  amount ;— "  It  is  true," 
says  the  sycophant,  "  that  all  the  folk  on  the  Frankland  JVJanor, 
whoever  they  are,  owe  to  you  their  persons,  their  goods,  their 
blood,  their  lives  ;  without  the  least  pretension  to  any  right  in 
those  things  themselves.  In  sacrificing  to  you  themselves,,  and 
all  that  they  have,  they  only  perform  their  duty,  and  confer 
no  obligation  upon  you,  since  all  is  from  you."*  Some- 
thing nearly  allied  to  this  we  find,  indeed,  attempted  on 
the  Albion  Manor  itself,  but  spurned  with  contempt  and  ridi- 
cule, even  in  the  highly  assuming  days  of  Stewardess  Ij5ess. 
"Serjeant  Heale  marvelled  much  the  Palaverium  should 
demur  upon  granting  this  contribution;  or,  about  the 
time  of  payment,  when  all  zee  hace,  said  he,  is  the  Stew- 
ardess', and  she  may  lawfully  at  pleasure  take  it  from  us  ; 
yea,  she  has  as  much  right  to  all  our  lands  and  goods,  as  to 
any  revenue  of  the  Stewardship."  Here  the  Chamber  began 
to  hem  and  to  laugh.  "  Well,  all  your  hemming  and  laughing, 

*  II  est  vrai,que  tous  vous  sujets,  quels  qu'il  s  soint, vous soi vent  leur  person- 
ncs,  leur  biens,  leur  sang,  sans  avoir  droit  d'en  rien  pretendre.  En  vous 
sacrifiaut  tout  ce  qu'ils  ons,  ils  font  leur  devoir,  &  ne  vous  donnent  rien, 
puisque  tout  est  a  vous. — Test.  Polit.  Du  M.  De  Louveis,  page  3. 
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said  the  Serjeant,  shall  not  put  me  out  of  countenance.*'  To 
mend  the  matter,  therefore,  he  told  them  he  could  prove  his  po- 
rtion in  the  time  of  the  third  Harry,  Steward  Jack,  and  Steward 
Steen,  fyc.  At  this,  the  Chamber  laughed  louder  than  before, 
till  at  last  they  laughed  the  Serjeant  into  his  seat.  For  these 
his  degrading  principles,  he  was  afterwards  more  severely 
taleu  through  hand."  Had  such  a  prompt  and  bold  advocate 
for  Stewardical  assumption  presented,  himself  in  our  days,  we 
should  soon  have  seen  l>im  in  one  of  the  first  stations  under 
the  Stewardship. — Witness  Y — ke. 

Yet  even  these  extravagancies  in  absurdity,  fall  short  of  the 
above  boundless  assumption.  These  were  merely  the  flatteries 
of  parasites.  Nor  do  we  find  that  Lewis  with  all  his  vanity^ 
or  Bess  with  all  her  prerogatives,  ever  stretched  their  preten- 
sions to  die  extent  here  implied ;  even  over  those  who  affected 
$o  pride  themselves  in  their  implicit  subjection.  With  the  Bull 
Family  and  Columbians  at  present,  the  case  was  far  other- 
wise; the  Constitution  of  the  Manors,  and  the  spirit  and  prin- 
ciples of  die  people,  were  founded  in  direct  contrary,  and  far 
m/are  generous  maxims.  But  by  the  Bull  Steward  and  Pala- 
verium,  those  extravagant  pretensions  were  made  an  established 
law,  over  persons  and  things  separated  thousands  of  miles  from 
tjieni  by  a  vast  oceau,  in  a  world  by  itself,  which  they  had  never 
seen,  which  those  who  possessed  it  had  found  a  desert,  where 
the  hand  of  man  had  never  attempted  cultivation  ;  and  had  by 
their  patient  industry  rendered  it  the  most  productive  and 
thriving  country  in  the  world,  with  very  little  notice  or  regard 
from  the  parent  Manor,  till  now  that  they  saw  they  could 
turn  their  notice  of  it  to  their  own  advantage. 

.About  this  absurd  law,  asserting  a  mere  pretension,  the  Co- 
lumbians did  not  give  themselves  much  immediate  trouble  ; 
though  they  did  not  overlook  nor  forget  it.  It  was,  indeed, 
of  singular  advantage  to  them  ;  as  it  gave  theni  notice  of  what 
they  had  to  expect,  and  when  time  should  reenjire,  to  guard 
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against  it.  And  it  kept  them  constantly  on  the  alert,  to  watch 
and  be  ready  to  oppose  its  operations.  In  the  mean  time, 
having  far  the  advantage  of  the  Steward  and  his  Clerks  and 
Agents,  both  in  activity  and  knowledge  of  the  subject  in  hand, 
they  were  very  sensible  that  every  delay  was  in  their  favour. 
While  they  were  fast  rising  in  wealth,  counsel,  and  vigour  of 
character,  their  opponents  were  as  fast  sinking  in  luxury, 
folly,  and  effeminacy  ;  therefore,  the  longer  they  deferred  put- 
ting their  extravagant  pretensions  in  execution,  the  others 
would  be  the  better  prepared  to  oppose  them  with  effect. 

However,  the  folly  and  rapacity  of  the  Steward's  Office 
could  not  permit  such  hopeful  claims  to  lie  long  dormant. 
Even  the  attempt  of  the  Rollingham  party  to  temporize  and 
protract  the  fast  approaching  fate  of  the  Bull  Family,  was 
never  acceptable  to  the  J  unto,  nor  accordant  with  the  spirit 
that  prevailed  in  the  Steward's  Office ;  they,  therefore,  soon 
found  themselves  obliged  to  give  way  to  other  persons,  and 
other  counsels,  more  conformable  to  the  prevailing  spirit. 

One  Don  Boreas,  little  known  or  heard  of  before,  now 
obtained  the  lead  in  the  Steward's  counsels.  This  was  a  man 
of  an  easy,  plausible,  accommodating  character  ;  who  really 
meant  no  harm,  and  scarcely  knew  he  was  doing  any.  Though 
of  no  great  capacity,  this  Boreas,  was,  perhaps,  with  respect 
to  intention,  the  most  honest  man  about  the  Steward's  Office, 
and  hence,  the  better  adapted  for  his  situation.  His  supposed 
honesty,  and  his  professing  himself  a  Whiner,  the  party 
always  supposed  most  favourable  to  the  Family  interest,  though 
the  term  was  now  almost  out  of  use,  rendered  him  less  sus- 
pected ;  and  his  moderate  capacity  prevented  him  from  per- 
ceiving all  the  designs  of  those  with  whom  he  acted,  and 
from  seeing  the  extent  of  the  mischief  he  was  doing. 

Thus,  accommodated  with  an  instrument  for  their  purpose, 
the  J  unto  commenced  their  operations.  The  article  they  chose 
to  begin  with,  was  the  well  known  oriental  herb  Thea,  or  Tea, 
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the  use  of  which  was  become  so  universal  with  all  the  Bull 
Family  at  home  and  abroad,  that  it  was  thought  no  impost 
upon  it  could  prevent  both  the  Tea  and  the  Tax  being  swal- 
lowed in  Columbia,  as  well  as  in  Albion.  Nor  was  any  pro- 
posal, or  previous  intimation  of  the  design  thought  necessary 
or  proper. 

We  will  here  just  observe,  that  the  importation  of  this  ar- 
ticle, with  the  whole  of  the  oriental  trade,  was  the  monopoly  ot 
an  association  so  colleagued  with  the  Steward's  Office  and 
Agents,  that  next  to  the  influence  of  that  Office  itself,  they 
have  been  the  most  perniciously  instrumental  in  corrupting 
and  debauching  the  Bull  Family,  and  in  accelerating  that 
ruin  which  is  now  so  fast  rushing  upon  them. 

By  collusion  with  this  association,  it  was  settled  that  a 
large  quantity  of  this  Thea  should  be  sent  to  Columbia,  on 
each  pound  of  which,  a  moderate  duty,  assessed  by  the  Albion 
Palaverium,  should  be  collected  in  that  country  ;  but  it  was 
so  ordered  between  the  Company  and  the  Steward's  Agents, 
that  it  should  be  afforded  for  sale  at  a  lower  price  than  they 
could  usually  buy  it,  when  there  was  no  duty  collected  upon 
it  in  the  country  of  Columbia.  This  they  thought  would  be 
a  temptation  which  the  Columbians  could  not  resist.  Espe- 
cially as  a  decoction  from  this  oriental  herb  constituted  the 
favourite  libation  of  the  Ladies ;  over  which  all  gossipry  and 
good  fellowship  among  them  was  carried  on  :  of  course,  they 
were  reckoned  upon  as  sure  and  powerful  auxiliaries  on  this 
occasion.  And  the  devisers  of  this  crafty  scheme,  conscious 
of  their  own  serpentine  character,  thought,  if  like  their  great 
prototype,  they  could  tempt  the  women,  they  were  sure  of 
the  men.  And  if  this  small  tax  upon  Thea  went  down,  it 
would  be  a  precedent,  and  pave  the  way  for  all  they  intended 
should  follow  :  if  the  snake  once  got  in  his  head,  there  would 
be  little  difficulty  in  introducing  his  whole  body. 

J>ut  they  found  themselves  entirely  out  in  all  their  calcula- 
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tions.  So  far  were  the  Columbian  Ladies  from  desiring  the 
indulgence  of  their  Tea  on  the  terms  intended,  that  they  en- 
tered into  vows  and  engagements  not  to  let  a  spice  of  it  be 
seen  withinMheir  doors,  or  a  drop  of  it,  to  enter  their  lips  ; 
the  very  name  became  offensive  to  their  ears,  and  the  smell 
to  their  nGstrils ;  and  they  determined  rather  to  gossip,  over  a 
distillation  of  Daisies,  than  taste  of  so  baleful  a  cup  ;  which 
they  knew  was  intended  to  entail  degradation  and  slavery  upcwj 
them  and  their  children  for  ever. 

But  there  were  among  those  untamed  Colunibians  some, 
who  determined  not  to  trust  to  voluntary  resolutions  against 
the  use  of  this  pestiferous  drug,  but  took  upon  themselves  to 
put  the  matter    past  praying  for.     They  were,  no    doubt, 
V  certain  lewd  fellows  of  the  baser  sort ;"  but  they  seem  to 
have  been  pretty  numerous.     It  was  well  known  that  the 
Steward  had  his  instruments  among  the  Columbians  ;  particu- 
larly, all  the  dependauts  of  his  bailiffs  and  substitutes,  mostly 
importations  from  the  Bull  Manor,  besides  some  corrupted 
and  unfaithful   Columbians   themselves.     All   these,  it   was 
known,  favoured  the  Steward's  pretensions,  and  would  not 
only  vise  the  Tea  themselves,  but  exert  their  eudeavours  to 
spread  and  encourage  the  using  of  it  as  much  as  possible. 
Those  rude  fellows  also  resented  the  attempt  to  overreach 
them  in  this  insinuating  and  insidious  way ;  and  being  deter- 
mined to  make  sure  work,  they  assembled  themselves  in  the 
night,  in  number  quantum  sujjicit,  and  boarding  the  vessels 
which  contained  the  treacherous  freight,  emptied  the  whole 
contents  into  the  sea  ;  making  the  harbour  of  Bulton  one  great 
dish  of  Tea.     I  suppose  they  chose  a  dark  night ;  for  though 
they  were  so  numerous,  no  body  knew  one  of  them.     Yet,  I 
doubt,  they  were  not  very  much  afraid  of  being  seen  ;  for 
they  did  their  business  so  orderly,  so  completely,  and  with  no 
other  hurt  or  injury  to  any  one,  that  no  enterprize  under  the 
most  legitimate  authority  could  have  been  more  regularly  ex- 
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ecuted.  And  their  work  done,  they  departed  quietly  to 
their  own  homes,;  and  to  be  sure,  none  of  them  could  be 
found  out  afterward. 

\yhen  die  news  of  this  insolent  enterprize  reached  Albion  it 
caused  the  utmost  agitation  and  resentment  in  the  Steward's  Of- 
fice. Yet,  instead  of  regretting  what  had  happened,  they  rajthec 
exulted  in  the  occasion  and  pretence,  they  thought,  they  had 
now  obtained,  for  having  recourse  to  compulsion  and  force,  and 
(or  shewing  their  irresistible  ppwer  to  the  devoted  Columbians. 
Instead,  therefore,  of  enquiring  after,  or  wishing  to  know  and 
punish  the  guilty  individuals  who  performed  the  exploit, 
they  determined  to  wreck  their  vengeance  on  the  whole  Manor 
of  Novalbion,  and  to  make  it  an  example  of  terror  to  all 
generations  through  the  regions  of  Columbia. 

In  pursuance  of  this  design,  a  whole  fleet  of  every  kiud 
of  watercraft  was  dispatched  for  Bulton,  the  capitol  of  Noval- 
bion, freighted  with  bailiffs,  bullies,  and  bravos  of  all 
descriptions  ;  together  with  declarations,  edicts,  capiases, — 
non  ad  respondendum,  sed  ad  satisfaciendum, — ready  to  be 
put  in  force  by  the  Steward's  Agents  and  Substitutes,  as  occa- 
sion should  require  ;  with  also  shiploads  of  balloons,  bludgeons, 
pikes,  pistols,  and  every  instrument  of  broil  and  quarrel, 
from  John  Bull's  oak  cudgel,  to  the  Dutchman's  guilly,  or 
great  knife. 

The  report  of  this  threatening  embarkation  excited  prepa- 
tion  and  resolution,  rather  than  alarm  or  terror,  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Columbian  Manor.  Especially,  as  on 
its  arrival,  instead  of  enquiring  out  the  guilty,  and' demanding 
justice  upon  them  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Manor,  it  was 
determined,  in  contempt  of  all  law  and  all  justice,  to  punish, 
nay  even  to  ruin,  the  whole  corporation  of  Bulton,  with  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Novalbion. 

This  Bulton  was  head  of  the  largest  and  most  populous 
division  of  the  whole  Columbian  Manor ;  and  being  possessed 
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of  an  extensive  and  excellent  harbour,  the  chief  support  of  its 
numerous  inhabitants  was  their  navigation  and  commerce. 
The  first  step  of  revenge,  therefore,  was,  by  means  of  the 
formidable  embarkation  above  mentioned,  to  shut  up  their 
harbour,  and  to  exclude  them  from  all  navigation  and  trade ; 
which  soon  reduced  the  inhabitants  to  the  greatest  distress. 
In  vain  they  complained,  remonstrated,  petitioned ;  in  vain 
they  ascribed  what  had  happened  to  die  effects  of  popular 
tumults,  which  no  laws  could  restrain ;  of  which  the  Bull 
Manor  itself  affords  not  a  few  striking  instances.  In  vain 
they  offered  to  compensate  the  damage  done,  and  to  prose- 
cute and  punish  the  guilty  as  far  as  they  could  be  known,  and 
convicted.  Nothing  could  alter,  or  mitigate  their  doom,  but 
entire  and  unconditional  submission ;  and  the  acknowledgment, 
in  its  full  extent,  of  the  right  of  the  Albion  Steward  and 
Palaverium  to  dispose  absolutely  of  them,  and  all  that  6e- 
longed  to  them,  for  ever,  in  all  cases  zehat  soever. 

The  Columbians  possessed  too  much  of  the  original  self- 
dependent  spirit  of  the  Bull  Family,  not  to  spurn  at  the  very 
proposal  of  such  a  degradation.  Indeed,  it  is  almost  alone  among 
those  sequestered  sons  of  John  Bull,  that  the  true  ancient 
spirit  of  the  Bull  race  is  now  to  be  found ;  at  least,  where  it 
is  of  vigour  sufficient  to  exert  itself.  That  infamous  Com- 
merce of  Prostitution,  which  has  been  so  often  mentioned, 
with  the  loathsome  disease  by  which  it  is  accompanied,  having 
not  only  corrupted  and  debauched  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold, 
but  spread  itself  into  almost  every  House  and  Family  of  note 
on  the  Manor;  to  the  total  extinction  of  all  virtue,  all  vigour, 
all  sense  of  dignity,  and  independent  worth  of  character. 

But  the  other  divisions  of  the  Columbian  Manor  did  not 
forget  their  Novalbion  neighbours  in  their  distress  ;  nor  look 
tamely  on,  while  they  were  suffering  under  those  insults  and 
injuries,  which  they  knew  were  equally  prepared,  and  intend- 
ed for  themselves.      A  general  meeting  of  Deputies  sent 
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from  each  of  the  separate  Bailiwicks  took  place  for  consult- 
ing, and  deciding,  concerning  the  interest  and  safety  of  the 
whole  Columbian  body  in  this  emergency.  And,  as  the 
aggression  and  injuries  Mere  persisted  in,  and  extended,  this 
assembly  also  became  permanent ;  which  we  shall  distinguish 
by  the  name  of  the  Pancolumbian  Comitium,  or  simply  the 
Comitium. 

It  would  be  endless  to  enumerate  the  appeals,  petitions, 
and  remonstrances,  that  were  made  to  the  Steward,  the  Pala- 
verium,  and  the  Bull  Family  in  general,  by  this  assembly;  or 
to  point  out  the  clear,  and  irrefutable  reasoning  and  arguments 
by  which  they  were  supported.  With  justice,  right,  or  reason, 
their  antagonists  thought  they  had  nothing  to  do.  They 
believed  they  had  power ;  and  that  they  held  to  be  sufficient 
for  their  purpose.  All  remonstrances,  appeals,  and  com- 
plaints, from  Columbia  were  therefore  treated  with  pointed 
insult  and  contempt ;  and  at  last  were  not  allowed  to  be  read, 
nor  their  bearers  to  be  heard. — Quern  Deus  vult  perdere  prius 
demcntat. 
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Chap.   III. 

Contents. — Progress  of  the  Columbian  Lawsuit — carried  on  with  great 
animosity — and  various  success. — Whiteington,  the  Columbian,  head 
Solicitor — great  and  good  above  the  men  of  bis  age. — By  a  most  ex- 
traordinary stratagem  of  Law  rescues  the  whole  Columbian  Court, 
Judges,  Lawyers,  with  all  their,Law  Apparatus — after  they  had  been 
capiased  by  Quomodo,  the  Albion  Solicitor,  on  the  Island  of  Pouhat* 
ton. — Character  of  the  principal  Agents  of  the  Albion  Steward's 
Office — Boreas, — Mindungus, — Lothorio. 

INJURIES  may  be  forgotten,  or  forgiven;  insults  seldom, 
or  never  are :  these  the  Columbians  did  not  need  to  excite 
and  imbitter  their  resentment,  or  to  confirm  their  purpose  to 
resist  to  the  utmost  the  claims  made  upon  them ;  but  they 
were  perhaps  necessary  to  induce  that  unanimity  and  deter- 
mined resolution  never  to  yield  or  admit  accommodation; 
which  from  hence,  on  their  side,  distinguished  the  contest. 

While  the  Columbians  were  thus  pleading,  and  remon- 
strating, and  appealing  to  the  justice  and  humanity  of  the 
Bull  Family,  rather  than  of  the  Steward  and  his  Agents  ;  they 
did  not  neglect  more  vigorous  and  necessary  preparations 
against  the  worst  tl  at  might  befal  them.  The  Comitium 
were  unanimous  in  their  resolution  to  support  their  neigh- 
bours of  Bulton  against  the  insults  and  injustice  of  the 
Steward  and  Palaverium.  And  almost  every  individual  through 
the  Great  Manor  of  Columbia  was  eager,  even  to  enthusiasm, 
to  resent,  and  resist  the  insolent  pretensions  that  were  made 
upon  them.  Thus  an  inextinguishable  quarrel  seemed  to  be 
commenced.  And  as  the  imported  preparations  from  Albion 
plainly  indicated  that  they  depended  more  upon  club-law 
than  book-law,  more  upon  strength  and  force,  and  their  hired 
bravos,  than  reason  and  right,  or  any  judicial  decision;    so 
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the  Columbians  were  not  wanting  in  preparation  for  the 
satfne  sort  of  warfare. 

To  work  then  they  went  with  great  animosity  on  both  sides. 
The  first  trial  of  any  importance  was  an  action  of  ejectment 
brought  by  the  Columbians  for  the  recovery  of  the  town  and 
harbour  of  Bulton,  of  which  the  Steward's  bailiffs  arid  bullies 
held  possession ;  in  which,  though  the  Columbians  were  non- 
suited, yet  they  gave,  for  a  first  trial,  stich  a  specimen  of  their 
spirit  and  resolution  in  the  quarrel,  and  also  of  their  abilities 
to  defend  the  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged,  that  tho 
action  in  the  whole  Mas  estimated  rather  to  their  advantage. 
And  the  Steward  and  his  Junto,  though  they  affected  to 
triumph  in  the  issue  of  this  affair,  could  not  hide  their  chagrin 
and  disappointment,  at  being  made  sensible  they  had  so 
much  miscalculated  concerning  the  Columbians ;  of  whom 
they  reckoned,  that  they  had  only  to  will  it,  in  order  to  bring 
them  to  entire  submission.  Indeed,  m  this  very  action, 
although  the  Columbians  were  nonsuited,  the  defendants 
soon  found  themselves,  in  consequence  oT  the  manner  they 
had  been  handled,  obliged  to  abandon  the  possession  of  Bul- 
ton, and  quit  the  Columbian  Manor;  at  least  to  retire  to  a 
sequestered  corner  of  it ;  which  took  no  part  in  the  quarrel, 
and  was  of  little  consequence  to  either  s'lde. 

By  this  time  the  Bull  Steward  and  Palavcrhun  had  issued 
edicts  forfeiting  all  the  estates  and  possessions  of  the  Colum- 
bians, annulling  all  leases,  conveyances,  charters,  and  grants 
whatsoever  in  their  favour.  Indeed,  all  this  was  virtually 
done  before,  by  the  law  declaring  a  right  of  binding  and  dis- 
posing of  them  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  But  now  a  deter- 
mined resolution  was  shewn  to  put  all  this  in  immediate  and 
effectual  execution  ;  and  for  this  end  proceedings  were  in- 
stantly commenced.  Quomodo,  the  Steward's  chief  solicitor 
in  Columbia,  having  received  a  powerful  reinforcement  of 
solicitors,  attornies,  clerks,  bailiffs,  bullies,  and  every  apparatus 
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for  all  sorts  of  law  operations,  was  ordered  to  bring  an  action 
for  a  general  ejectment  for  the  whole  Columbian  Manor. 
This  Quomodo  was  a  very  clever  fellow,  an  excellent  lawyer* 
and  equal  in  capacity  to  any  thing  in  the  line  of  his  profession. 
But  fortunately  for  the  Columbians,  he  was  also  a  Bon  vivant, 
a  jovial  companion,  and  of  unbounded  complaisance  and 
gallantry  towards  the  Ladies.  And  it  must  be  acknowledged 
that  the  Columbian  Ladies  neither  wanted  charms,  nor  were 
altogether  impregnable  in  defending  them. 

Quomodo  began  his  process  with  great  eclat,  and  with  such 
success  as  almost  staggered  the  Columbians  themselves.  Not 
that  they  allowed  themselves  to  hesitate  a  moment  whether 
they  should  submit  to  the  pretension  set  up  by  the  Steward's 
declaratory  law  :  but  the  Stewardical  junto  had  already 
lowered  their  style.  It  was  now  held  forth,  that  they  really 
meant  no  harm  to  the  Columbians.  They  only  proposed  to 
bring  down  their  proud  stomachs,  and  to  see  them  at  their 
ffet :  and  then  they  would  raise  them  up ;  and  with  great 
generosity  grant  them  the  use  of  themselves  and  their  posses- 
sions. This,  indeed,  was  only  saying  — if  you  will  only  put 
yourselves  in  our  hands,  and  acknowledge  yourselves  to  be 
our  property,  we  will  be  very  good  and  indulgent  masters  : 
but  still  you  must  hold  every  thing  as  of  our  liberality  and 
free  bounty  ;  nothing  as  of  any  claim  or  right  in  yourselves. 
This  is,  indeed,  the  genuine  spirit  and  principle  of  unrestrained 
Stewardism  :  but  to  these  generous  professions  the  incredu- 
lous Columbians  did  not  choose  to  trust. 

In  the  first  trial  at  bar  on  the  Island  of  Pouhatton,  the 
Steward's  Attorney,  as  we  have  intimated,  had  a  very  favour- 
able verdict;  and  he,  and  his  attendant  lawyers,  highly  pleased 
with  the  success  of  the  day,  consigned  the  following  night  to 
gratulation,  conviviality,  and  repose ;  and  thought  they  had 
nothing  to  do  next  day,  or  at  their  leisure,  but  to  take 
jpto  custody   the   whole   of  the   Columbian  court   judges, 
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lawyers,  bailiffs,  and  bravos;  withall  their  green  bags,  portfolios, 
and  every  preparation  for  future  proceedings  at  law  ;  not 
leaving  them  so  much  as  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  eveu  to  draw 
up  another  brief.  In  this  they  might  reckon  themselves  the 
more  secure,  that  the  place  where  the  late  trial  had  been  de- 
cided was  an  insulated  spot,  wholly  surrounded  with  deep  and 
dangerous  waters,  from  whence  the  Bull  superiority  in  water- 
craft  cut  off  all  possibility  of  escape. 

But  here  we  must  stop  a  little  to  introduce  a  truly  great 
and  distinguished  personage ;  one,  in  dignity  and  worth,  far 
exceeding  all  that  these  Memoirs  have  yet  had,  or  shall  have 
occasion  to  mention.  Agricol  YVhiteington,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  this  quarrel,  had  been  chosen  Praeses  of  the 
Pancolumbian  Comitium ;  and  as  soon  as  it  was  suspected 
that  the  matter  would  come  to  an  open  quarrel  and  lawsuit, 
he  was  appointed  Solicitor,  and  constituted  chief  Agent  and 
conductor  of  all  law  proceedings  on  the  Manor  ;  and  that  not 
by  the  partiality  of  a  corrupt  Steward's  Office,  but  by  the  uni- 
versal voice  and  consent  of  the  people  whose  cause  he  was  to 
solicit.  In  his  early  years  he  had  had  some  practice  in  the 
law ;  and  in  that  character  stood  high  in  reputation  ;  but  was 
still  more  highly  distinguished  by  an  open  sincerity,  a  noble 
simplicity,  and  incorruptible  integrity  of  character;  but  above 
all,  he  stood  pre-eminent  for  an  ardent  and  unbiassed  zeal  for 
the  interest  of  Columbia,  and  an  inviolable  fidelity  to  those 
who  had  committed  their  cause  to  his  capacity  and  care. 

This  person,  from  the  multiplicity  of  important  business 
that  lay  on  his  hands,  could  not  be  present  in  Court  when  the 
issue  above  mentioned  came  to  be  tried  ;  but  he  arrived  im- 
mediately after,  while  Quomodo  was  preparing  to  execute 
judgment  of  ejectment  which  he  had  obtained ;  and  even  to 
arrest  and  take  into  custody  the  whole  Columbian  train  of 
lawyers,  bailiffs,  and  bullies,  and  to  seize  into  his  hands  every 
preparation   and  resource  they  had  provided  for  future  law 
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proceedings; — which  were  almost  wholly  collected  on  the 
insular  spot  we  have  mentioned.  In  short,  just  as  Quomodo, 
as  he  thought,  was  about  to  finish  the  cause,  and  cut  off  the 
Columbians  by  one  stroke  from  all  possibility  of  further  re- 
sistance— Whiteington,  arrived. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  vexation  and  chagrin  with 
which  \V  hiteington  was  affected  when  he  discovered  this  despe- 
rate state  of  affairs.  But  it  is  not  the  character  of  virtue  and 
fortitude,  under  any  circumstances,  to  sink  into  despair ;  or 
to  sit  down  and  bewail  its  lot ;  but  rather  to  be  aroused  to 
attempt  even  presumed  impossibilities  : 

metus  omncs  et  inexorabile  fatum 

Subjecit  pedibus,  strepitumque  aherontis  avari. 

Quomodo,  thinking  the  game  entirely  in  his  own  hand  to 
finish  it  when  he  pleased,  had  left  the  Columbians,  as  we 
have  said,  to  their  own  melancholy  reflection  for  the  night : 
and  it  was  only  by  an  unaccountable  neglect  in  the  Steward's 
watercraft,  that,  either  Whiteington  could  find  access  to  them, 
or  that  a  single  person  could  escape  from  the  situation  they 
were  in.  How  desperate  then  must  have  been  the  attempt, 
from  under  a  guard  of  constables,  bailiffs,  and  bravos,  to 
carry  off  across  the  most  dangerous  of  all  water-passages,  the 
whole  Columbian  Court  counsellors  and  lawyers  of  all  de- 
scriptions, with  all  their  train  and  apparatus  for  law  proceed- 
ings, without  a  single  solicitor's  clerk,  or  so  much  as  a  green 
bag  being  missing  or  left  behind.  Yet  all  this,  in  the  course 
of  one  night,  uninterrupted,  unseen,  unsuspected,  Whiteington 
devised,  attempted,  and  completely  accomplished.  Taken 
with  all  its  circumstances,  by  those  who  know  the  local 
scene,  this  will  perhaps  be  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  greatest 
and  most  successful  stratagems  that  the  records  of  law  pro- 
ceedings can  furnish.  It  was,  no  doubt,  to  the  presumed 
impossibility  of  the  attempt  that  it  owed  its  full  success. 
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The  thought  of  such  an  attempt  could  never  have  entered  an 
ordinary  mind.  The  surprise  and  astonishment  of  Quomodo, 
in  the  morning,  exceeded  all  description. — -It  wOuld  be  tedi- 
ous, here,  to  relate  the  various  partial  trials,  indecisive  issues, 
ousters,  ejectments,  and  re-possessions,  of  particular  farms, 
mansions,  and  tracts  of  the  Manor,  that  took  place  for  seve- 
ral successive  terms.  In  short,  there  seemed  to  be  no  end  to 
the  suit. 

The  Columbians,  perfectly  aware  of  the  constant  rivalship, 
and  jealousy,  that  subsisted  between  the  Bull  and  the  Frank 
Families,  were  sensible  that  Lewis  Baboon  would  be  very 
willing  to  encourage  and  assist  them  in  the  lawsuit.  The 
truth  is,  Lewis  had  secretly  excited,  and  assisted  them,  from 
the  very  first  broaching  of  the  quarrel :  but  at  the  same  time 
he  wished  to  avoid  an  open  breach  With  John  Bull,  as  he 
knew  that  if  ever  the  parties  should  make  up  their  quarrel, 
they  were  likely  both  to  join  against  him ;  the  consequences 
of  which,  from  experience,  he  had  good  reason  to  dread.  His 
great  object  therefore  was  to  make  the  quarrel  irreconcilable^ 
and  entirely  to  dissolve  the  connection  between  the  Colum- 
bian and  Albion  Manors.  This  Lewis  knew  would  be  an 
object  of  so  much  consequence,  so  fatal  to  John  Bull,  that 
for  the  sake  of  it,  he  would  even  venture  an  open  rupture 
with  him. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  quarrel,  the  Columbians  had 
no  design,  and  made  no  pretensions,  to  discard  the  superiority 
of  the  Albion  Manor,  nor  to  disclaim  the  legitimate  authority 
of  the  Steward  ;  they  only  meant  to  oppose  the  unlimited 
claim  of  the  Steward  and  his  Palaverium  to  bind  and  dispose 
of  them  and  their  property  in  all  cases  whatsoever:  especially 
as  they  had,  by  ancient  and  indisputed  custom  in  every  sepa- 
rate division  of  the  Manor,  Palaveriums  of  their  own,  lor  the 
express  purpose  of  making  and  sanctioning  all  local  and  inter- 
nal laws  and  regulations.    They  readily  allowed  the  authority 
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of  the  Steward  and  Albion  Palaverium  to  regulate  their  trade 
and  commerce  ;  agreed  to  send  all  their  spare  produce  only  to 
Albion  and  its  dependencies ;  and  to  purchase  every  thing 
they  wanted  only  from  thence.  In  short,  instead  of  making 
any  unreasonable  demands,  it  seems  at  this  time  a  wonder 
that  tht     voluntarily  conceded  so  much  as  they  did. 

But  now,  insulted,  harassed,  ejected  from  their  Farms  and 
Estates,  their  lands  plundered  and  laid  waste,  their  houses 
rifled  and  burnt — thus  provoked  beyond  all  endurance,  they 
came  to  a  bold,  decisive,  and  fateful  resolution,  to  throw  off 
at  once  all  subordination  and  dependance  upon  the  Bull 
Family  and  Manor  of  Albion  ;  and  especially  to  disclaim  all 
•ubjection  and  accountability  to  the  Bull  Steward,  his  Office, 
and  Agents.  This  was  the  most  fatal  stroke  that  the  Bull 
Family  and  Manor  of  Great  Albion  had  ever  sustained ;  and 
one  which  it  never  has  recovered,  nor  ever  will  recover. 

This  was  the  point  to  which  Lewis  Baboon  had  laboured 
*o  bring  the  Columbians.  And  this  point  obtained,  he  sup- 
plied them  freely  and  openly  both  with  money  and  able 
lawyers,  and  constables,  bailiffs,  and  bullies,  without  stint. 
The  unavoidable  consequence,  was,  a  quarrel  between  Bull 
and  Baboon. 

While  all  this  was  going  on  in  Columbia,  the  utmost  folly, 
ignorance,  and  infatuation  prevailed  in  the  Albion  Steward's 
Office.  The  Steward  and  his  Junto  were  fully  bent  on  carry- 
ing their  point ;  and  depended  on  their  corrupt  influence,  and 
the  support  of  their  prostitute  minions,  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Hous- 
hold,  to  consigu  the  whole  wealth  and  resources  of  the  Bull 
Family  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  purpose.  But  both 
the  folly,  and  injustice,  of  their  pretensions  were  so  obvious, 
and  their  characters  and  conduct  so  contemptible,  that  per- 
sons of  character  or  capacity  would  scarce  take  any  share  in 
their  counsels  or  enterprises,  or  have  any  connection  with 
them. 
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Of  the  Steward  himself  we  will  say  little.  Indeed,  to  one 
uniform  unvarying  sentiment,  or  principle,  the  whole  conduct 
and  character  of  this  Stewardship  may  be  referred ;  from  the 
spirit  of  which  it  never  deviated ;  and,  which,  constantly,  kept 
in  view,  will  afford  a  sure  clew  to  the  whole  course,  and  whole 
consequences,  of  this  long  and  eventful  Stewardship  Of  a 
Stewardship,  the  happiness  and  long  continuance  of  which 
has  been  celebrated  with  so  much  gratulation,  rejoicing,  and 
jubilee,  the  ruling  principle  must,  no  doubt,  be  the  very  re- 
verse of  that,  which  holds  the  Stewardship  to  be  the  sole  end 
and  object  to  which  the  very  being  and  existence  of  the  Bull 
Family,  Manor,  and  Constitution  is  to  be  referred ;  so  as 
that  every  thing  that  concerns  these,  ought,  must,  shall,  finally 
yield  to  the  interest,  design,  will,  of  the  Steward ;  and  to  the 
accommodation  of  his  office,  of  his  friends,  and  of  his  family. 
Such  Stewardships  we  have  seen ;  where  this  principle  has 
been  persisted  in  by  means  as  various,  as  multiform,  as  per- 
severing, and  as  successful, as  "my  Grannum"in  the  Song — 

Who  never  gave  o'er  what  she  once  undertook  : 
If  scolded,  she.  moulded  ;  if  heated,  retreated  ; 
Now  flatter'd,  now  spatter'd  ;  but  twisted,  persisted, 
And  always  succeeded  by  hook  or  by  crook. 

That  the  spirit  of  the  present  Stewardship  must  be  the 
very  reverse  of  all  this,  may,  I  say  be  clearly  inferred  from 
its  jubilant  celebrity  ;  and  from  the  blessed  fruits  which  we 
are  now  reaping,  and  likely  long  to  reap  from  it  ! 

At  the  head  of  the  Steward's  Agents  was  Don  Boreas,  as 
Major  Dorao  and  Pimp  in  Ordinary  ;  in  which  character  he 
became  more  distinguished  than  any  that  had  filled  the  office 
since  the  celebrated  Bob  Walstaff.  This  Boreas  was  a  good 
humoured  easy  man,  troubled  with  no  acute  feelings;  to 
whom  ordinary  rubs  and  spurns  guve  little  pain  ;  and  who 
could  jest  upon  the  contempt,  and  even  the  execrations,  with 
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which  his  abortive  schemes  and  enterprises  came  to  be  treated : 
and  in  proposing  a  new  contribution  on  the  journals  in  which 
these  were  daily  circulated  on  the  Manor,  he  would  observe 
— that  "  surely  the  Bull  Family  could  not  grudge  to  pay  for 
so  grateful  an  entertainment  as  the  constant  ridicule,  abuse, 
and  satire  on  the  Major  Domo  and  his  colleagues,  which  those 
journals  so  abundantly  supplied."  He  would  not,  perhaps, 
have  acted  a  part  which  he  was  conscious  was  contrary  to 
the  principles  he  professed ;  but  so  little  comprehension  had 
he  of  the  connection  between  action  and  principles,  that 
while  he  was  acting  a  part  the  most  opposite  to  every  princi- 
ple of  civil  right  and  freedom,  he  affected  to  hold  himself 
forth  as  of  that  party  in  the  Bull  Family,  who  professed  the 
highest  regard  to  the  principles  of  popular  freedom  and  right. 
'  We,  of  the  Whiner  persuasion,'  was  a  frequent  phrase  in 
his  speeches  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold  Office.  It  was  indeed 
this  easy  accommodating  character,  unconscious  of  conse- 
quences, that  recommended  him<  to  his  present  station  ;  as 
one  qui  posset  fen  e  secundus — according  to  the  scheme  of 
the  Junto.  But  as  to  conducting  the  quarrel,  or  carrying  on 
the  desperate  and  detestable  lawsuit  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged, no  person  could  possibly  be  more  unfit ;  being  pos- 
sessed, neither  of  the  spirit  and  vigour,  nor  of  that  entire 
depravity  of  character,  that  was  necessary  to  go  through  with 
such  an  enterprize.  In  this  last  requisite  especially,  we  shall 
find  some  of  his  colleagues  much  more  duly  qualified :  to 
them,  therefore,  the  active  and  efficient  parts  of  the  enterprise 
were  committed. 

Among  these,  the  next  in  trust  and  importance  was  the 
well-known  Mindungus  ;  certainly,  either  a  most  unworthy, 
or  most  unfortunate  fellow  :  as,  beiug  descended  from  a  very 
distinguished  branch  of  the  Bull  Family,  and  ever  equalling 
himself  to  the  highest  undertakings  and  honours,  he  never 
was  distinguished,  known,  or  heard  of,  but  for  shame,  failure, 
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frustration,  and  disgrace.  Some  time  before  this  period,  in 
the  Stewardship  of  the  second  Agricol,  this  Mindungns  had 
been  sent  to  Terrafirm  at  the  head  of  a  band  of  brave  fel- 
lows, to  assist  in  some  of  the  broils  in  which  John  Bull  was 
implicated,  in  consequence  of  the  Steward's  Terrafirmal 
connections  :  and  there,  in  the  very  height  of  a  desperate 
rencounter,  his  help,  with  that  of  his  fellows,  being  loudly 
called  for  by  the  chief  partisau,  he  first  affected  not  to  hear ; 
an  express  message  being  sent  to  require  his  immediate  assist- 
ance, he  pretended  not  to  understand  distinctly  the  message 
delivered ;  and,  at  all  events,  thought  it  best  to  look  on  quietly 
till  the  affray  was  over.  However,  the  chief  partisan,  with 
the  assistance  of  many  other  brave  fellows  of  the  Bull 
Family,  gained  the  day,  with  no  little  honour  and  applause. 
This  Chief  was  a  near  kinsman  of  Agricol's  ;  and  in  reporting 
to  him  the  circumstances  of  the  affair,  could  not  forbear 
mentioning  the  unaccountable  conduct  of  Mindungus.  Upon 
which,  Agricol  ordered  him  to  be  tried  by  a  court  of  Brava- 
dism  ;  by  which  he  was  clearly  convicted  of  cowardice,  or 
treachery,  or  both  ;  and  degraded  from  his  station  as  a  partisan, 
and  consequently  rendered  unfit  for  the  company  of  all  brave 
fellows.  And  Agricol,  who,  besides  his  contempt  for  a 
coward,  resented  his  treachery  to  his  kinsman,  the  glory  and 
success  of  whose  achievement,  he  had  lessened, — and  to  jea- 
lousy of  whom,  indeed,  some  impute  the  whole  of  his  con- 
duct on  the  occasion,  ordered  him  never  again  to  shew  his 
face  within  the  precincts  of  the  Steward's  Office. 

From  this  lime,  to  the  period  we  are  now  speaking  of, 
Mindungus  had  shrunk  into  obscurity  and  contempt;  without 
being  seen,  heard,  or  thought  of.  Nor  would  he  have  been 
deemed  worthy  of  the  present  notice,  were  it  not  to  shew 
what  sort  of  characters  they  were,  to  which  the  Steward's 
Office  was  now  fain  to  have  recourse;  and  who,  alone,  would 
fleign  to  join  them.     As  this  \va3  a  favourable  time  for  cravens 
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to  rear  their  crests,  this  caitiff  began  to  peep  abroad ;  and 
whether  from  a  consciousness  of  congeniality,  or  from  some 
inviting  hints  and  glances,  ventured  even  to  approach  and 
shew  himself  about  the  Steward's  Office.  A  time  when  no 
person  of  honour  or  character  would  engage  in,  or  cared  to 
be  thought  connected  with  the  office,  was  just  the  opportunity 
for  such  a  one,  who  could  not  refuse,  or  pretend  to  make 
exceptions  to  any  thing  that  could  be  proposed  to  him.  The 
parties  soon  came  to  a  perfect  understanding ;  lie  was  to 
undertake  the  chief  direction  and  management  of  the  Co- 
lumbian quarrel ;  and  all  his  former  stains  were  to  be  wiped 
out  and  forgotten. 

A  third  most  importantly  trusted  associate  in  this  set  was 
the  notorious  Lothario ; — a  man  nullis  virtutibus  redemptus 
a  vitiis ;  a  man  as  long  obtrusively  blazoned  for  vice,  as  Min- 
dungus  had  been  obscurely  buried  for  shame.     No  man  was 
ever  more  emulously  ambitious  of  being  pre-eminent  in  virtue 
and  honour,  than  this  man  was  of  being  distinguished  for 
infamy  and  vice.     To   him  was  committed  the  chief  charge 
of  the  watercraft  and  all  sea-faring  concerns  ;  in  a  quarrel, 
where,  beside  the  usual  operations  of  water  warfare,  all  the 
actors,  and  the  whole  apparatus,  were  to   be  sent  across  the 
wide   waters   that  lay  between   the  Albion   and   Columbian 
Manors  :    a    trust   of  no    ordinary   importance ;    especially, 
after  Lewis   Baboon   and   Lord  Strut  had   entered  into  the 
quarrel.     It   is  remarkable,   that   in  the  early  part  of   this 
Stewardship,  a  certain   would   be   wit,   I  believe,  this  very 
Lothario,  was  attempting  to  display  his  talent  in  the  Steward's 
hearing,  by  scoffing  at  religion  ;    when  Agricol,  who  was  cer- 
tainly, himself  a    man   of  sober   and  pious  habits,  expressly 
intimated,  that  no  one  v\ho  dared   to  make  a  jest  of  religion 
should  presume  to  present  themselves  in  his  presence.    Yet  to 
that  pass  was  it  now  come,  that  the  Junto  were  fain  to  employ 
the  most  profane  and  licentious  characters  ;  and  even  the  im- 
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pious  and  profligate  Lothario  was  intrusted  with  the  most  im- 
portant charge  belonging  to  the  economy  of  the  Manor, — the 
conducting  of  the  Albion  water  warfare. 

The  above  were  the  principal  Agents  and  Advisers,  who, 
under  the  Steward's  Junto,  were  to  conduct  this  portentous 
quarrel  and  lawsuit,  and  undertook  to  bring  it  to  a  successful 
issue :  a  task,  that  scorned  their  feeble  tampering  powers. 
As  to  the  Bull  Family  in  general,  they  seem  at  this  time,  to 
have  been  sunk  into  a  state  of  torpid  indifference.  The 
scene  of  action  lay  at  a  great  distance,  quite  beyond  their 
knowledge  :  and  they  were  entirely  incapable  of  judging 
of  the  probable  issue  and  consequences  of  the  cause  they 
were  engaged  in ;  and  so  permitted  the  asses  to  plod  on,  till 
they  had  nearly  landed  them  in  irretrievable  ruin. 

We  might  here  break  off  our  account  of  the  proceedings, 
only  mentioning  the  general  issue,  did  we  not  wish  to  give 
some  specimens  of  the  prowess  of  the  doughty  Mindungus 
in  his  new  charge ;  for  which  end,  we  must  once  more  revisit 
ihe  Columbian  regions,  the  immediate  scene  of  action. 
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Chap.  IV. 

Contents.— The  disastrous  Event  of  Sheriff  Burgundy,  with  his  Cana- 
dian Posse  Comitatus. — The  Columbians  declare  themselves  a  Free 
and  Independent  Manor: — Are  joined  by  Lewis  Baboon  and  Lord 
Strut. — The  Steward's  Office  solicit  a  Composition: — A  notable 
choice  of  Delegates  for  this  purpose. — All  Composition  rejected. — 
Counsellor  Cornscript  suffers  the  same  fate  as  Sheriff  Burgundy, — 
which  closes  law  proceedings. — Astonishing  Tumults  aud  Devastation 
in  Ludstown,  from  the  contemptibleness  of  the  Steward's  Office  and 
Agents. 

W  HITEINGTON  having,  as  we  have  seen,  rescued  his 
bailiffs,  and  bullies,  lawyers  and  law  apparatus,  from  the  very 
jaws  of  destruction,  now  endeavoured  to  protract  the  cause, 
put  in  demurrers,  to  every  plea,  and  carefully  avoided  joining 
issue  on  any  decisive  point,  till  he  should  be  assisted  by  Lewis 
Baboon's  lawyers ;  without  whose  aid,  however,  one  impor- 
tant and  decisive  issue  was  obtained. 

The  wretched  Mindungus,  who  had  undertaken  the  ma- 
nagement of  this  Columbian  cause,  had  never  seen,  nor  ever 
intended  to  see  Columbia.  But  he  had  got  a  survey  and 
plan  of  the  Manor,  which  he  spread  on  the  table  before  him ; 
and  on  it  he  arranged  and  settled  the  whole  operation  for 
ejecting  and  dispossessing  the  Columbians.  Contemplating 
this  plan,  he  observed  that  a  large  portion  of  the  Manor  was 
surrounded  with  rivers,  lakes,  fens,  and  morales,  passable 
only  at  certain  places.  So  he  laid  a  scheme  to  seize  those 
passable  places  by  a  posse  of  sheriffs,  constables,  bailiffs,  and 
bravos,  from  the  county  of  Canadia  ;  and  so  to  drive  in,  and 
inclose  the  whole  inhabitants,  man  aud  beast,  as  in  a  pound, 
till  he  had  them  wholly  at  his  mercy.  To  accomplish  this, 
he  ordered  High  Sheriff  Burgundy,  at  the  head  of  the  Posse 
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Comitatus,  of  the  county  of  Canadia,  with  all  the  bailiffs, 
bullies,  and  bravos  that  could  be  collected  in  those  quarters, 
to  meet  and  drive  the  Columbians  before  them  till  he  had 
them  all  safe  in  pound.  This  entei  prize  for  some  time  pro- 
ceeded prosperously,  and  its  final  success  was  anticipated, 
and  exulted  in  with  the  greatest  confidence. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Columbians  perfectly  aware  what 
was  intended  for  them,  were  not  idle,  nor  insensible  to  their 
danger.  They  assembled  themselves  in  immense  numbers 
from  all  quarters,  under  one  Deputy  Sheriff  Yates,  resolved, 
if  possible,  to  catch  poor  Burgundy  in  his  own  trap.  For 
a  while  they  let  him  advance  upon  their  premises,  with  little 
interruption,  still  retiring  as  he  approached  ;  till  he  had  got 
himself  into  a  situation  among  those  lakes  and  fens,  where, 
by  intercepting  the  passages  behind  him,  they  surrounded  him 
in  such  a  manner,  that  he  could  neither  advance  nor  retreat. 
His  provisions  and  travelling  baggage  he  had  already  been 
obliged  to  leave  behind  him  ;  and  those  who  had  now  enclosed 
him  round,  took  effectual  care  that  no  new  supply  should 
reach  him  or  be  found  in  his  way.  In  short,  he  found  him- 
self in  a  situation  that  he  had  no  resource  left,  but  either  to 
starve  or  to  yield  himself  to  the  clemency  of  those  who  had 
surrounded  him  ; — which  he  at  last  did.  Never  was  the  pro- 
verb,— the  deer  has  caught  the  lion, — more  completely  exem- 
plified than  in  this  enterprize. 

Upon  the  news  of  this  catastrophe  of  his  grand  scheme 
reaching  Albion,  poor  Mindungus  was  frightened,  adfatorem 
usque  :  and  next  day  came  into  the  Lower  Chamber  of  Mrs. 
Bull's  Office  in  a  truly  deplorable  plight,  crying  peccati  in  a 
most  abject  ami  pitiful  tone, and  confessing  the  necessity  of  now 
abandoning  the  whole  Columbian  cause,  and  of  coming  to  a 
composition  on  such  terms  as  could  be  obtained  ;  and  m  this 
the  whole  Chamber  agreed  with  him.  The  sound  pait  of 
the  Palaverium,  and  all  who  had  any  sentiment  of  tlieir  own, 
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had  constantly  reprobated  the  Columbian,  lawsuit ;  and  the 
trained  part,  ever  ready  to  answer  the  lure,  being  used  to  find 
his  voice  an  unerring  signal, readily  assented  to  the  motion.  But 
they  soon  found  that  both  he  and  they  had  taken  off  a  wrong 
scent.  In  doing  so,  indeed,  from  the  clearness  of  the  case, 
they  might  well  be  excused.  But  the  ruling  will  in  this  case, 
was  one  on  which  reason  or  right,  clearness,  or  even  demon- 
stration made  no  impression.  To  the  Steward's  Junto  the 
loss  of  lawsuits,  the  waste  of  John  Bull's  blood  and  property, 
or  the  ruin  of  his  Family,  were  matters  of  great  indifference  ; 
while  there  was  a  shilling  to  spend,  it  was  to  be  expended  for 
their  will  and  pleasure.  By  these  it  was  determined,  that  the 
lawsuit  should  still  proceed  :  and  the  very  next  time  Min- 
dimgus  entered  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  he  was  obliged  to  contra- 
dict every  word  he  had  said  at  the  last  meeting  ;  and  to  pro- 
cure a  direct  contrary  determination.  This,  however,  with 
those  he  had  to  deal  with,  was  no  difficult  task  ;  it  cost  neither 
blush  nor  apology.  It  is  true,  by  not  consulting  the  Master 
of  the  Pack,  he  had  thrown  off  his  hounds  upon  false  scent; 
but  at  the  first  check  of  the  Huntsman's  voice,  they  were 
equally  ready  to  run  counter  to  their  former  course.  Thus 
the  desperate  suit  was  resumed  with  as  much  obstinacy  and 
stolidity  as  ever. 

But  this  painful  and  degrading  subject  we  will  now  get  rid 
of  in  as  few  words  as  we  can.  The  Columbians  having  en- 
tirely discarded  and  disclaimed  all  connection  with,  and  de- 
pendence upon  the  Bull  Family  and  Steward,  Lewis  Baboon 
freely  and  openly  encouraged  and  supported  them  in  their 
cause  :  not  that  he  bore  any  cordial  goodwill  either  to  them 
or  their  cause  :  he  could  not  but  think  it  of  dangerous  example. 
But  so  great  was  his  jealousy  of  Bull,  and  so  strong  his  re- 
sentment and  indignation  at  the  loss  and  disgrace  he  sustained 
in  his  last  quarrel  with  him,  that  he  determined  to  be  revenged, 
even  at  the  risk  of  his  own  ruin  ;  which,  in  the  event,  was  th# 
consequence. 
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Agricol  with  his  Junto  and  Advisers  were  now,  indeed, 
fain  to  recede  a  little  from  their  high  pretensions  of  abso- 
lutely binding  and  disposing  in  all  cases  ■whatsoever ;  and 
instead  of  constables,  bailiffs,  and  bullies,  they  now  condes- 
cended to  send  arbitrators,  fc»"  the  express  purpose  of  making 
concessions  to  the  Columbians,  and  for  compounding  the  law- 
suit, upon  terms  very  different  from  their  claims  of  absolute 
submission  and  unlimited  controul.  But  as  those  terms  still  im- 
plied subordination  and  dependence,  they  were  now  altogether 
inadmissable,  and  disregarded,  and  contemned  by  the  Colum- 
bians ;  who  were  fully  determined  to  stand  to  their  declared 
independence.  They  would,  therefore,  admit  of  no  other 
terms  of  composition,  or  connection  with  John  Bull  and  his 
Steward,  than  such  as  are  usual  between  free  and  independent 
neighbours  on  the  footing  of  entire  equality. 

But  the  Steward  and  his  Junto  had  not  yet  sufficiently  felt 
their  own  folly  to  concede  to  this.  As  to  Bull  himself,  he 
did  not  seem  to  enter  much  into  the  quarrel ;  only  he  felt 
the  ex  pence  of  law  proceedings  becoming  ruinous  and  intole- 
rable. And  sometimes  he  seemed  to  think  with  regret  on 
the  distress  and  ruin  of  the  Columbians  themselves,  on  whose 
premises  the  cruel  and  wasteful  quarrel  was  carried  on,  as 
being  a  branch  and  part  of  his  own  Family.  But  these 
were  matters  of  no  concern  to  the  Junto  and  their  associates  ; 
in  that  station,  the  claims  and  sufferings  of  humanity  are 
unfelt,  unknown,  unacknowledged,  except  in  the  mere  larv- 
guage  of  false  and  affected  professions  and  speeches. 

But  what  may  be  principally  marked  in  this  overture  of 
composition  and  accommodation,  and  demonstrates  how  much 
the  most  important  interests  and  concerns  of  the  Bull  Family 
were  postponed  to  the  mere  gratification  and  emolument  of 
those  who  had  gotten  themselves  and  their  affairs  into  their 
hands,  was  the  choice  of  the  persons  fixed  upon  to  cany  these 
overtures  into  execution.     It  has  been  seen  how  all  proposals 
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of  accommodation  before  the  lawsuit  commenced,were  spurned 
and  insulted  at  the  Steward's  Office ;  yet,  still  there  were 
many  of  the  Bull  Family,  and  especially  in  the  two  Chambers 
of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  who  always  exclaimed  against,  and  op- 
posed this  mad  and  ruinous  law'stiit ;  ttmong  whom,  were  the 
celebrated  Sir  William  Speedwell,  and  many  others  of  the 
most  respectable  and  leading  men  of  the  Family.  Now,  as 
what  they  had  from  the  beginning  foretold,  was  actually 
come  to  pass  ;  and  the  concessions  they  long  urged  in  vain, 
were  now  to  be  offered,  and  their  acceptance  solicited  ; 
and  as  their  moderation  and  friendly  sentiments  were  known 
to  the  Columbians,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  some  of 
these  distinguished  and  conciliating  characters,  would  now 
be  fixed  upon  to  carry  the  amiable  proposals  ;  and  that 
as  well  on  account  of  their  favourable  sentiments  and  su- 
perior dignity  of  character  ;  as  on  account  of  consistency 
with  the  object  of  their  commission.     No  such  thing ! 

A  Steward  in  former  times,  by  the  advice  of  his  Asso- 
ciates, told  John  Bull  that  he  would  not,  for  his  desire 
or  accommodation,  change  the  meanest  servant  in  his  kitchen  ; 
these  declared  the  same  sentiment  more  forcibly  by  fact: 
nor  would  they  forego  the  smallest  emolument  to  their 
own  friends  and  party,  to  have  preserved  Columbia  to  the 
Bull  Family  for  ever  ;  or  to  have  saved  the  Albion  Ma- 
nor from  ruin.  What !  are  not  these  arbitrators  or  conci- 
liators to  have  ample  appointments,  and  stipends  of  many 
thousands  a  ve-ir  ?  Shall  we  forego,  and  that  in  favour  of 
exulting  adversaries,  such  valuable  places,  such  ample  emo- 
luments r  And  for  what?  forsooth,  least  John  Bull's  Fa- 
mily should  be  ruined  in  their  fortunes :  or,  least  a  few 
more  hundreds,  or  a  few  more  thousands  of  them  should 
be  knocked  on  the  head  in  these  broils  and  quarrels ! 
Does  not  what  takes  from  their  fortunes  add  to  ours  ? 
And  should  ten  thousand  of  such  rabble  have  their  brains 
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beat  out  in  one  brawl,  shall  we  or  the  Steward  sleep  less 
sound  next  night,  or  malce  a  less  cheerful  meal  next  day  ? 
This  reasoning  is  unanswerable. 

Conformable  to  these  indisputable  facts,  and  irrefutable 
reasonings,  a  notable  choice  was  made ;  at  the  head  of 
which,  was  placed  Quomodo  the  attorney,  and  his  Brother 
the  water  bailiff,  who  presided  over  the  water  warfare  on 
the  same  station,— the  very  persons  who  "had  conducted 
the  lawsuit,  and  ordered  all  the  provoking  waste  and  de- 
vastation Under  which  the  Columbians  were  suffering,  and 
burning  with  resentment  and  indignation.  For  the  rest  of 
the  coadjutors  in  this  hopeful  and  well  concerted  commis- 
sion little  can  be  said  ;  as  they  were  mostly  persons  who 
had  never  been  heard  of  before,  and  have  been  very  little 
either  heard  of,  Or  thought  of  since.  One  was  a  gay  airy 
young  titulate ;  another,  a  clerk  in  one  of  the  Steward's 
subordinate  offices;  a  third,  a  skipper  in  some  command 
of  the  Steward's  barges  ;  this  last  was,  perhaps,  the  only 
one  among  them  who  had  any  thing  free  or  liberal  in  his 
sentiments,  or  had  discovered  any  pretensions  to  capacity 
or  genius  ;  but  even  these  were  no  ways  calculated  for 
the  business  in  hand.  But  enough  of  such  ;  as  they  and 
their  undertaking  amounted  to  nothing,  except  the  draw- 
ing of  some  thousands  of  pounds  out  of  John  Bull's  pock- 
ets into  those  of  the  party ;  who  had  now  got  the  plundering 
of  him. 

Had  a  Sir  William  Speedwell,  a  Campden,  a  Shelbrook, 
or  men  of  such  description  and  character,  been  sent  upon 
this  important  business,  the  very  dignity  and  worth  of 
their  characters  would  have  commanded  attention  and  res- 
pect ;  and  something  might,  perhaps,  have  been  done  to 
have  saved  Columbia.  But  the  very  announcing  of  the 
arbitrators  left  no  doubt  nor  suspeuce  concerning  the  is.su^ 
with  any   person   capable    of   thought    or    reasoning.      But 
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alas !  those  who  had  now  got  John  Bull  into  their  hands  wer* 
incapable  of  any  idea,  thought,  or  sentiment  beyond  the 
gratification  of  their  own  humours  and  interests :  and 
with  all  the  insensibility  of  asses,  possessed  also  all  the  ob- 
stinacy of  mules. 

Though  the  Steward  and  his  Advisers  found  their  prof- 
fers of  concession  and  composition  contemned  and  rejected, 
and  their  arbitrators  scorned  and  insulted,  and  not  even 
allowed  an  interview,  they  were  still  determined  to  persist. 
At  last  one  Counsellor  Conscript,  a  very  fine  fellow,  and 
worthy  of  a  better  cause,  with  a  large  posse  of  bailiffs 
and  bullies  put  under  his  charge,  having  shared  exactly 
the  fate  of  Sheriff  Burgundy,  was  also,  as  he  had  been, 
obliged  to  deliver  himself  and  his  charge  at  discretion,  into 
the  hands  of  the  Columbians,  under  the  conduct  of  White- 
ington  and  Rocumbold,  at  the  head  of  their  Frankland 
auxiliaries.  This  last  blow  put  an  end  to  all  further  law 
proceedings ;  and  the  whole  cause  was  soon  after  compro- 
mised. 

John  Bull  had,  with  singular  patience  and  sang  froid, 
supported  the  expence  of  the  lawsuit,  and  seen  numbers 
of  his  Family  have  their  bones  broken,  and  their  brains 
beat  out  in  the  broils  and  quarrels  it  had  occasioned ; 
and  nothing  was  found  in  return  but  loss,  contempt,  and 
disgrace.  Nay,  so  mortifyingly  was  his  situation  changed, 
in  the  hands  of  the  present  drivellers,  that  even  in  water 
warfare,  where  i  e  never  before  had  a  rival,  under  the 
management  of  the  profligate  and  presumptuous  Lothario, 
his  water  craft  were  now  fain  to  sculk  into  harbours  and 
creeks  on  his  own  Manor  to  escape  the  pursuit  of  Lewis 
Baboon  and  Lord  Strut ;  who  now,  contrary  both  to  his  inte- 
rest and  inclination,  was  dragged  into  the  quarrel  by  Lewis. 
These  eyes  have  seen  and  numbered, — proh  dolor  /—the 
whole    water   craft   that  John   Bull   could  muster,   retiring 
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before  its  enemies,  and  sheltering  itself  in  port  while  the* 
enemy  threatened,  insulted,  and  attacked  his  principal  arse- 
nals and  munitions. 

But,  perhaps,  the  highest  proof  of  contempt  and  imbe- 
cility which  the  conductors  of  any  civilized  set  of  men 
ever  exhibited,  will  be  found  in  the  licentious  tumults,  riots, 
and  devastation  into  which  the  people  of  Ludstown  broke 
out,  and  proceeded  for  seven  days  and  nights  successively,  with- 
out check  or  interruption.  Ludstown  blazed  in  all  its  quar- 
ters with  wilful  fire3,  its  chief  mansions  were  rifled  and 
pulled  down,  all  the  confiued  malefactors  and  banditti  on 
the  Manor  were  set  loose,  and  incited  to  devastation,  and 
it  seemed  that  all  order  and  rule  was  totally  extinguished, 
and  at  an  end ;  and  while  all  this  was  going  on,  the 
drivelling  dolts  of  the  Steward's  Cabal  and  Office,  sat 
confounded,  and  looked  on  as  in  stupiiicd  idiotism :  no 
gossipry  of  old  women  could  have  exhibited  themselves 
more  helpless,  or  void  of  resource.  At  last,  some  per- 
sons, not  quite  deprived  of  their  reason,  aroused  them- 
selves, and  calling  in  the  bailiffs  and  constables,  with  the 
sheriff's  posse,  put  an  end  to  the  shameful  catastrophe. 
This  scene  of  devastation  and  disgrace,  even  the  Stew- 
ard's Houshold  attendants,  kept  up  and  paid  for  mere 
show  and  vanity,  had  there  been  one  person  capable  of 
calling  them  out  and  conducting  them,  might  at  any  time 
have  put  a  stop  to,  in  as  many  hours,  as  it  had  raged 
days  and  nights  without  check  or  controul.  Had  it  been 
to  seize,  and  send  to  the  keep  of  the  Steward's  Castle  an 
independent  and  avowed  defender  of  the  rights  of  the 
Hull  Family;  or,  to  check  and  repress  the  impatient  ad- 
monitions and  remonstrances  of  the  insulted  folk  on  the 
Manor,  recourse  would  quickly  have  been  had  to  those 
ready  tools.  But  while  the  dastards  could  sculk  in  safety 
in    their   chambers,   and   no    immediate  danger   approached 
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themselves,  though  no  doubt  in  dreadful  fright,  they  thought 
it  best  to  keep  at  a  distance,  and  look  on  in  silence.  Will 
any  one  say,  that  if  the  Bull  affairs  had  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  merest  infant,  and  under  the  management  of  the  weakest 
gossipry  of  old  women  that  ever  existed,  less  could  have 
been  done ;  or,  that  in  such  a  crisis,  calling  so  loudly  for  ac- 
tion, in  the  space  of  seven  days  and  nights,  more  would  not 
have  been  done,  than  was  done  by  those  dolts  :  and  we  defy 
all  records  to  produce  a  parallel  instance  of  contemptible 
insufficiency  and  inaction. 

And  all  this  was  occasioned  by  nothing  but  the  justly  con- 
temptible estimation  of  the  Steward's  Office  and  Agents. 
The  ostensible  rise  of  the  matter  was,  indeed,  some  silly 
question  about  Peterkinism  ;  neither  then,  nor  now,  if  left 
to  itself,  of  any  importance. 

A  number  of  the  infatuated  wretches  concerned  were  now 
seized  upon  and  hanged ;  which,  no  doubt,  they  richly  de- 
served :  but,  if  those  who  were  in  a  manner,  but  the  brute 
instinctive  instruments  of  these  shameful  outrages,  deserved 
such  a  fate  ;  what  did  those  still  more  detestable  caitiffs  de- 
serve, who,  from  the  enviable  and  distinguished  state  of  the 
Bull  Family  and  Manor  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Stewardship,  had  reduced  them  to  this  wretched  and  deplora- 
ble state  of  disorganization,  degradation,  and  contempt. 
But  whatever  they  deserved,  to  such  a  degree  of  insensibility 
was  the  Bull  Family  reduced,  that  they  neither  suffered,  nor 
seemed  to  apprehend  any  animadversion  whatsoever.  Had 
the  Family  hanged  by  pairs,  one  at  each  end  of  a  rope,  an 
Agent  from  the  Steward's  Office,  and  a  malefactor  from  the 
mob,  there  would  have  been  some  justice,  impartiality,  and 
spirit  in  the  proceeding  ;  and  the  example  might  have  been 
of  use  ;  instead  of  which,  no  sooner  was  the  danger  over, 
than  the  cravens  began  to  venture  out  their  heads,  and  to 
crow  in  triumph  over  the  wretched  victims  of  their  presump- 
tuous imbecility. 
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But  it  was  impossible  these  drones  could  be  tolerated 
much  longer.  To  hasten  their  fall,  the  news  of  Cornscript's 
disaster  arriving  from  Columbia,  at  last,  aroused  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  whole  Bull  Family ;  and  every  person  of 
any  weight  and  influence,  saw  the  necessity  of  interposing  to 
rid  themselves  and  the  Family  from  the  hands  of  those  wretch- 
ed drivellers.  Indeed,  the  fortune  of  the  Bull  Family,  and 
the  affairs  of  the  Manor  of  Great  Albion,  were  now  so  evi- 
dently, and  so  precipitantly,  rushing  to  ruin,  that  every  one 
was  aware  of  the  danger;  and  of  the  necessity  of  rescuing 
John  Bull  from  those  leeches  that  had  so  long  relentlessly 
sucked  his  blood.  Agricol,  alone,  still  professed  himself  un- 
moved ;  but  was  forced  to  yield  to  the  universal  impulse. 
Even  the  purchased  prostitutes  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold 
began  now  to  desert  their  paramours,  as  conscious  they 
would  not  be  long  in  a  condition  to  pay  and  support  them  : 
and  though  they  were  well  assured,  that  while  they  could 
command  John  Bull's  money,  the  Steward's  Office  would 
always  supply  them  with  gallants,  yet  were  they  under  some 
embarrassment,  from  doubt  where  immediately  to  attach 
themselves ;  as  not  knowing  who  might  be  the  successful 
candidates  for  place  in  that  office  ;  for  that  was  sure  to  de- 
termine their  choice.  But  they  were  conscious  that  their 
trade  was  too  well  known,  and  their  influence  in  Mrs.  Bull's 
Houshold  too  well  established,  to  leave  them  in  any  danger 
of  being  long  neglected. 
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Chap.   V. 

Contents. — A  Change  of  Agents : — Rollingham  admitted  : — dies  sud- 
denly : — succeeded  by  Shelbrook. — The  Columbian  quarrel  concluded 
on  the  most  mortifying  Terms. — The  Bull  Steward  and  Palav«rium 
expressly  renounce  all  interference  with  the  Columbians  and  Colum- 
bian Manor. — Carly  Vulp  and  Billy  Badspeed,  their  Characters  and 
Competition  :— Billy  at  last  prevails: — soon  betrays  every  profes- 
sion he  had  made : — becomes  a  most  pernicious  instrument  in  the 
Steward's  Office  :— engages  the  Bull  Family  in  an  unnecessary,  un- 
just, and  seeming  endless  Lawsuit. 

X  HOUGH  nothing  could  be  more  contrary  to  the  princi- 
ples which  at  present  governed  the  Steward's  Office,  than  to 
permit  the  will  of  the  Bull  Family  to  have  any  weight  in  the 
choice  of  its  Agents ;  yet  so  universal  was  the  sentiment  of 
danger,  and  so  strong  did  the  current  run  in  favour  of  self- 
preservation,  that  it  could  not  openly  be  altogether  resisted. 

Rollingham  and  his  party  were  supposed  to  entertain  senti- 
ments most  congenial  to  the  Bull  character,  and  most  favour- 
able to  the  Constitution  and  customs  of  the  Manor :  and 
Boreas,  Mindungus,  Lothario,  and  their  gang,  being  turned 
out  of  doors,  it  was  found  necessary  in  compliance  with  the 
general  sentiment,  to  admit  the  Rollingham  paity  into 
office  ;  and  they  soon  seemed  to  set  seriously  about  correc- 
ting abuses  :  but  the  cleansing  of  the  Augean  stable  was  but 
an  infant  task  compared  with  the  truly  Herculean  labour,  they 
had  to  perform.  There,  we  hear  only  of  the  accumulated 
filth  of  neglected  years;  here,  the  more  putrid  quality  of  the 
filth  had  bred  such  swarms  of  loathsome,  crawling  vermin, 
attended  with  such  a  noxious  effluvia  and  fetid  smell,  that 
the  task  was  not  less  dangerous,  than  disgusting  and  laborious  : 
and  they  had  proceeded  but  a  short  way  in  it,  when  the  la- 
"bour,  together  with  the  noxious  exhalation,  proved  the  death 
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of  Rollingham,  the  head  and  principal  bond  of  union  among 
the  party ;  and  this,  not  before  he  had  given  shrewd  signs  of 
that  tergiversation,  by  which  most  of  his  party  have  been 
since  distinguished.  This,  however,  was  probably  a  very 
grateful  incident  to  the  trusted  inmates  of  the  Steward's  Of- 
fice. But  to  drop  metaphor.  For  the  purpose  of  perni- 
cious influence,  and  affected  style,  a  swarm  of  mere  useless, 
idle,  voracious  drones  had  been  accumulated,  as  appendages 
to  the  Steward's  Houshold ; — such  as  house-stewards,  cham- 
berlains, pages,  grooms,  hostlers,  cooks,  carvers,  turnspits, 
and  other  nominal  offices,  without  end  :  and  all  of  these  had 
extravagant  wages  appointed  them,  and  paid  out  of  John 
Bull's  pocket;  beside  the  boundless  profusion  wasted  on  the 
pimps,  prostitutes,  and  pandars  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold. 
All  these  devoured  John  Bull's  substance  with  insatiable  vo- 
racity ;  and,  in  a  manner,  eat  him  up  alive  :  and  what  is  as- 
tonishingly preposterous,  almost  every  one  of  these  had  a 
seat  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Office  ;  and  it  may  be  thought  no  less  as- 
tonishing and  preposterous,  that  the  first  branches  of  the 
Bull  Family  should  emulously  degrade  their  sons  and  daugh- 
ters, to  these  sordid  and  servile  stations.  To  rid  the  Stew- 
ard's Houshold  of  this  pernicious  vermin,  and  save  John 
Bull  from  being  devoured  by  it,  the  new  Agents  had  seriously 
set  themselves,  and  were  proceeding  with  some  effect ;  when 
Rollingham,  the  prime  mover  of  the  party,  was,  as  we  have 
said,  taken  off. 

This  event,  no  doubt,  relieved  the  Junto  from  some  dread- 
ful apprehensions  ;  and  they  began  anxiously  to  cast  about 
for  more  tractable  instruments.  Shelbrook,  a  distinguished 
character  among  those  v\  ho  had  kept  aloof  from  the  J  unto,  was 
first  fixed  upon  to  supply  the  place  of  Rollingham.  But  he 
was  by  some  suspected  to  have  too  much  complaisance  for 
the  Steward  and  those  about  him,  and  to  be  too  artificial  and 
designing  for  the  unsuspicious  openness  of  the  Bull  charac- 
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ter  ;  especially,  at  a  time  when  it  was  determined  to  check 
the  overgrown  and  pernicious  influence  of  the  Steward's  Of- 
fice ;  and  to  make  John  Bull  master  of  himself,  and  of  his 
own  affairs. 

However,  under  Shelbrook's  auspices,  the  most  important 
business  now  in  hand,  that  of  settling  the  quarrel  with  Co- 
lumbia, was  finally  concluded,  upon  terms,  the  most  shameful 
and  mortifying  to  the  Bull  pretensions  that  can  be  imagined  ; 
and  much  worse  than  could  be  justified  even  by  the  wretched 
misconduct  and  miscarriage  of  the  cause  ;  or,  than  the  Co- 
lumbians would  either  have  demanded  or  hoped  for,  had  they 
not  found  that  the  Steward's  Office,  after  they  saw  that  the 
hope  of  their  own  gain  was  gone,  cared  little  for  the  interest, 
either  of  John  Bull,  or  that  of  the  deluded  portion  of  the 
Columbians,  who,  during  the  contest  had  adhered  to  the 
Steward's  party  in  the  quarrel ;  who  were  sacrificed  without 
remorse  or  regret ;  and  became  outcasts  from  their  country 
for  ever.  By  the  terms  upon  which  this  cause  was  concluded, 
poor  John  Bull,  through  the  folly,  ignorance,  and  avarice  of 
his  Steward's  Advisers,  was  e.vpressly  to  give  up,  not  only  his 
pretended  claim  lo  bind  and  dispose  of  the  Columbians  in  all 
cases  zchatsoever,  but  was  obliged  expressly  to  resign  and  dis- 
claim all  right,  and  pretension  to  right,  all  interest,  and  inter- 
ference whatsoever  with  the  Columbians  and  the  Columbian 
Manor. 

Thus,  by  mere  obstinacy,  ignorance,  and  infatuation,  little 
short  of  idiotism,  was  a  third  part  in  number  and  strength  of 
the  Bull  Family,  rent  from  it ;  and  a  Manor,  far  more  exten- 
sive than  all  its  original  possessions,  lost  for  ever. 

Upon  such  a  subject,  thus  the  Poet — 

Should  thus  some  mother  with  a  jealous  eye 
Her  rising  offspring  view,  and  to  repress 
Their  youthful  ardour  with  illiberal  sway, 
Attempt ;  or  to  unfaithful  guardian;  trust 
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Their  dearest  rights  ;  who,  for  their  selfish  ends, 
Profusely  throw  the  children's  bread  to  dogs  ; 
By  arts  insidious  labour  to  extend 
The  strict  restraints  of  infancy  to  youth, 
And  the  still  rising  claims  of  manhood  check  ;—• 
Shall  not  the  generous  blood  that  fills  their  veins, 
From  the  same  fountain  with  her  own  derived, 
Be  fir'd  ?    And  conscious  of  its  native  claim, 
Shall  not  the  noble  spirit  thus  provok'd, 
Indignant,  to  a  just  resentment  rise  ? 
Tis  nature's  call :  let  just  resentment  rise, 
The  generous  blood  in  conscious  bosoms  bum, 
And  every  kindred  spirit  catch  the  flame. 
Our  argument  this  apothegm  may  aid. 

When  the  first  mother  in  her  bosom  nurs'd 
Her  helpless  babe,  and  daadied  on  her  knee ; 
Nor  yet  divin'd,  by  conscious  nature  taught, 
That  with  increasing  years  it  should  increase 
In  stature,  and  to  manly  vigour  rise  : 
With  swaddling  bands  its  tender  limbs  she  bound, 
Its  sinews  lith,  and  unknit  muscles  brac'd, 
And  all  the  needful  forms  of  nurture  fix'd  ; 
Thus,  to  the  nurse's  watchful  care  consign 'd, 
She  thought  a  lasting  regimen  complete. — 

If  yet  beyond  her  unexperienc'd  thought, 
Or  fondest  hopes,  she  saw  with  daily  growth 
Her  thriving  nursling  rise,  his  rampant  limbs 
Scorning  restraint,  their  crampling  bondage  burst, 
Self-taught,  their  native  use  and  action  claim  ; 
And  thus  in  stature,  strength,  and  fire  of  soul, 
To  full  maturity  of  manhood  rise  : — 
Must  still  the  swaddling  bauds  be  straighter  bound  ! 
Or  leading-string  and  go-cart  still  enjoin'd! 
Piqu'd  reason  would  deride  the  doting  thought, 
Nature  indignant,  spurn  the  weak  design  ; 
The  attempt  ridiculous,  abortive,  vain. 

Not  less  absurd,  and  vain,  the  fond  pretence, 
That  regions  passing  far  her  narrow  bounds, 
Peopled  by  millions  multiplying  fast, 
And  certain  soon  her  numbers  to  exceed; 
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la  vigour,  freedom,  wealth,  nnmatch'd, — should  still, 
Abject,  allow,  when  ages  have  revolved, 
The  boasted  claims  of  Albion  to  controul, 
Fix  and  prescribe  at  will,  their  passive  fate. 
As  well  the  eagle,  when  her  vigorous  young 
Full  fledg'd,  and  ardent  with  paternal  fire, 
Disdain  their  former  bounds,  and  claim  the  sky, — 
Their  generous  ardour  might  deny  to  soar, 
Forbid  to  prey,  and  to  the  nest  confine. 

'Tis  urgM  : — "  By  ancient  laws  these  claims  are  own'd," 
O  blind  to  reason  !  blind  to  nature's  power ! 
Blind  even  to  facts  that  press  upon  the  sense! 
Have  we  not  one  of  wisdom's  sons  to  boast ! 
Not  one  so  far  in  nature  skill'd,  to  knowj — 
That  spite  of  laws,  on  partial  prospects  plan'd, 
In  spite  of  systems  and  prescriptions  vain, 
In  spite  of  mortal  art  and  power  cornbin'd  ; 
To  nature's  laws,  eternal,  all  must  yield. 
Whose  Sovereign  sits  supreme  in  heaven,  and  laugh* 
At  folly's  apes,  arl'ecting  wisdom's  mien, 
And  aims  important  in  great  nature's  spite  ; 
Sure  all  their  sapient  systems  to  confound. 

Britain  Preserved,  a  Poem:  Book  IV.  terse  60,  SfC4 <Src. 

But  to  resume  our  immediate  subject — 

All  the  above  disaster,  scarce  so  much  interested  the  now 
depraved,  sordid,  selfish  great  ones  of  the  Bull  Family,  as 
the  emulous  and  avaricious  quarrels  and  contests  for  appoint- 
ment and  place,  which  the  entire  change  in  the  Steward's 
Office  gave  occasion  for.  From  the  death  of  Ilollingham, 
there  was,  for  some  time,  nothing  but  bustling  and  changes  ; 
one  party  jostling  out  another  ;  and  the  next  day  themselves 
jostled  out  by  a  third. 

In  the  mean  time,  Agricol  and  the  Junto,  so  long  as  they 
thought  their  own  influence  and  ascendency  secure,  seemed  to 
look  upon  these  contests  with  great  indifference,  and  shewed 
little  bias  for  any  party  ;  till  one  of  them  proposed  to  reserve 
in  John  Bull's  own  hand,  by  the  medium  of  Mr  &.  Bull's  Officej 
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some  new  appointments  in  a  quarter  where  the  most  gross 
and  shameful  abuses  prevailed  ;  and  which  required  new  re- 
gulations and  restraints.  This  proposal  excited  great  alarm 
in  the  Cabal,  and  soon  put  an  end  to  their  seeming  indifference. 
But  of  this  transaction,  with  its  causes  and  consequences,  it 
may  be  proper  to  give  a  more  detailed  account. 

Among  die  most  promiment  candidates  for  office  and 
place  at  this  time,  were  Carly  Vulpand  Billy  Badspeed.  Of 
Billy  we  shall  hereafter  have  abundant  occasion  to  speak. 
Carly  was  a  true  son  of  John  Bull ;  in  his  youth  he  had 
been  a  gay  fellow,  of  much  liberty  and  nonchalance.  He 
was  now  become  a  serious  man  of  business,  but  still  retained 
a  free,  open,  and  independent  spirit.  He  was  a  person  of 
great  capacity,  and  firmly  attached  to  the  true  interests  of  the 
Bull  Family,  and  the  genuine  customs  and  constitutions  of 
the  Manor.  And,  though  not  so  well  calculated  for  all  the 
cringing  compliances  expected  at  the  Steward's  Office,  yet 
was  he  one  who  knew  well  how  to  render  honour  to  whom 
honour  was  due. 

Carly,  on  account  of  his  superior  capacity,  and  the  inviola- 
ble attachment  and  confidence  that  his  friends  had  in  him, 
was  reckoned  the  leading  man  of  the  party,  and  principal  op- 
ponent to  Shelbrook  ;  who  was  not  long  able  to  maintain  his 
ground. 

But  here  Carly  and  his  party  committed  a  sad  blunder, 
which  gave  their  adversaries  great  advantage  against  them  ; 
and  was,  indeed,  generally  censured,  as  savouring  of  want  of 
principle. 

Old  Boreas,  when  the  Columbian  cause  was  given  up, 
quitted  the  Steward's  Office,  with  strong  symptoms  of  mutual 
contempt  on  both  sides:  whether  in  compliance  with  those 
VVhiner  principles  which  he  had  always  professed,  even  while 
acting  a  most  contrary  part ;  or,  whether  from  that  contempt 
of  all  principle   which   has   long  distinguished  most  of  the 
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leading  characters  of  the  Bull  Family ;  or,  whether  from 
mere  resentment  of  his  dismission  and  treatment  at  the  Stew- 
ard's Office,  Boreas  made  some  advances  to  the  Vulpian 
party ;  who  were  known  to  be  less  acceptable  to  the  Steward 
and  Junto  than  the  Shelbrook  party  :  and  as  a  great  number 
of  liis  old  partisans  still  stuck  by  him,  and  would  make  a 
strong  reinforcement  to  either  side,  their  advances  were  ac- 
cepted by  the  Vulpian  party.  This  union  was  represented  by 
their  opponents,  as  betraying  an  entire  contempt  of  principle 
on  both  sides ;  and  such  a  cry  was  so  industriously  raised 
against  this  conjunction  of  two  such  seemingly  adverse  con- 
stellations, by  all  the  arts  and  influence  of  the  Steward's  Of- 
fice and  Junto,  that  though  they  displaced  their  adversaries, 
they  could  not  themselves  long  retain  their  own  footing  in 
the  office. 

Beside  the  Manor  of  Columbia,  in  the  Western  regions, 
John  Bull  had  also  another,  that  lay  at  a  still  greater  distance 
to  the  East  ;  in  the  management  of  which,  the  most  gross  and 
shameful  abuses  had  long  existed.  A  new  system  of  regula- 
tions, laws,  and  customs,  and  a  new  description  of  Agents 
and  Officers  for  this  Manor  were  become  absolutely  necessa- 
ry :  accordingly,  the  outlines  of  such  a  system  were  intro- 
duced by  Carly  Vulp,  and  discussed  in  the  Lower  Chamber 
of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office.  By  this  instrument  it  was  proposed — 
that  for  controlling  and  restraining  those  abuses  and  enormi- 
ties that  prevailed  in  this  oriental  Manor,  a  certain  office  or 
chamber  of  controul  should  be  appointed  :  and  in  conformity 
with  the  genuine  principles  and  constitution  of  the  Albion 
Manor,  it  was  provided  that  the  members  of  this  office 
should  be  chosen  and  appointed  by  the  Palaverium  ;  who 
were  the  natural  and  constituted  guardians  and  trustees  of  ail 
the  Bull  affairs  and  possessions.  This  provision  so  alarmed 
the  .Junto  and  all  those  vultures,  who  hovering  round,  await 
the  daily  garbage  and  offals  of  the  Steward's  Office  ;    that  a 
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consultation  being  had  on  the  subject,  an  express  commission 
was  given  to  some  of  the  trusted  Junto,  to  let  it  be  known  in 
the  Palaverium,  that  those  who  wished  to  ingratiate  themselves 
at  the  Steward's  Office  could  not  perform  a  more  acceptable 
service  than  to  oppose  the  new  oriental  system,  and  all  the 
views  and  objects  of  the  Vulpian  party.  This  step  was  de- 
cisive. 

It  is  held  to  be  one  of  the  most  flagrant  violations  of  the 
Albion  Constitution  for  the  Steward  to  interfere — or  for  any- 
one to  use  the  Steward's  name  to  influence  any  matter,  or 
question,  that  is  pending  under  consultation  in  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office.  And  the  instance  before  us  is  perhaps,  since  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  last  Yagob,  the  only  direct  violation  of  such 
an  essential  maxim.  How  important  and  necessary  this 
maxim  is,  especially  now  when  the  influence  of  the  Steward's 
Office  is  become  so  unbounded,  the  event  soon  proved.  For 
no  sooner  was  it  decisively  known  which  way  the  partiality 
of  the  Steward  pointed,  than  every  mercenary  dependant  on 
his  office,  many  of  whom  had  also  places  in  Mrs.  Bull's 
Iloushold,  instantly  directed  all  their  efforts  to  comply  with 
it.  And  the  hesitating  prostitutes  about  Mrs.  Bull's  Office, 
seeing  now  from  what  quarter  their  gain  was  sure,  emulously 
resigned  themselves  up  to  their  new  paramours.  Carly  Gulp's 
oriental  Code  was  thrown  out  in  the  Upper  Chamber  of  Mrs. 
Bull's  Office.  And,  as  the  whole  was  a  work  of  darkness, 
he  had  orders  sent  him  at  midnight  to  deliver  up  his  keys  as 
Major  Domo;  and  so  was,  with  all  his  colleagues,  dismissed 
the  Steward's  Office  :  and  the  keys  were  soon  after  delivered 
to  his  rival  Billy  Badspeed. 

This  Billy  Badspeed  was  the  youngest  son  of  the  celebrated 
Sir  William  Speedwell.  The  change  of  the  name  must 
probably  be  referred  to  a  change  in  the  characteiistic  of  the 
Family;  of  which,  pregnant  proofs  will  hereafter  occur  in 
abundance.      Billy  being  a  parlous,  sprightly,  procacious  boy. 


156 

his  father  had  conceived  a  high  opinion  of  his  capacity ;  and 
had  himself  bestowed  great  pains  upon  his  early  education. 
And  had  his  father  lived  to  have  guided  his  steps,  and  fixed 
his  principles,  till  he  had  arrived  at  maturity  of  judgment, 
perhaps  he  might  not  altogether  have  disappointed  the  hopes 
that  were  formed  of  him.  But  alas !  Billy  had  scarcely  him- 
self emerged  from  pupilage,  when,  by  a  strange  conjuncture 
of  circumstances,  unfortunately  both  for  himself  and  them, 
the  pupilage  of  the  whole  Bull  Family  was  most  prepos- 
terously committed  to  his  charge.  That  any  thing  so  absurd, 
any  thing  so  contrary  to  reason  and  common  sense,  could 
ever  have  happened,  can  only  be  accounted  for  from  that 
contempt  of  reason  and  common  sense  with  which  the  busi- 
ness of  Stewardships  are  often  conducted. 

One  of  no  ordinary  judgment  and  experience*  has  observ- 
ed, that  '  it  is  wonderful  to  see  by  how  small  a  portion  of 
wisdom  the  Great  Affairs  of  the  world  are  conducted.'  This 
might  be  stated  still  more  strongly,  and  nearer  the  truth  :  for 
it  is  astonishing  to  see  by  how  much  positive  and  direct  folly 
the  Great  Affairs  of  the  world  are  often  conducted.  There 
are  ends  at  which  folly  may  be  even  the  best  and  surest 
means  of  arriving.  For  instance  the  great  object  and  end  so 
unvaryingly  and  obstinately  persisted  in  through  the  whole  of 
the  present  Stewardship,  has  been  the  perverse  and  pernicious 
design,  to  keep  John  Bull,  his  family,  and  affairs,  wholly  de- 
pendent upon  the  Stewardical  Junto;  or  to  establish  the 
absurd  maxim,  that  John  Bull  belongs  to  the  Steward,  and 
not  the  Steward  to  John  Bull.  With  such  an  end  in  view, 
to  have  put  affairs  in  the  hands  of  men  of  cool  wisdom,  clear 
judgment,  and  sound  patriotic  principles,  would  have  been 
placing  the  most  insurmountable  bar  in  their  own  way.  But 
for  such  an  end,  nothing  could  be  more  promising  than  to  put 
such  important  and  extensive  affairs  into  the  hands  of  a  con- 

*  Supposed  to  t»c  the  late  L— d  Ch— st— r— f— -Id. 
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fident  conceited  lad  ;  ambitious  enough,  and  not  destitute  of 
abilities ;  but  necessarily  void  of  that  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience requisite  in  such  a  station ;  and  hence,  subject  to  be 
managed  by  those  who  placed  him  there. 

John  Bull  had  often  allowed  himself  to  be  gulled  both  out 
of  his  money  and  his  understanding,  by  the  sophistry  and  chi- 
canery of  the  Steward's  Office  and  Agents ;  but  he  never 
professedly  resigned  his  pretensions  to  be  master  of  his  own 
family,  and  arbiter  of  his  own  affairs.  And  at  this  time  par- 
ticularly, when  the  ignorance  and  obstinacy  of  the  Steward's 
Office  had  confessedly  brought  him  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin, 
the  family  seemed  for  a  while  to  have  assumed  a  determina- 
tion to  retrieve  its  character,  and  affairs  ;  the  Steward's  Office 
therefore  found  it  necessary  seemingly  to  keep  some  measures 
with  them. 

Of  all  the  Agents  who  had  ever  conducted  the  affairs  of 
the  Albion  Manor  old  Sir  W  illiam  Speedwell  had  been,  and 
deservedly,  the  greatest  favourite  with  the  Bull  Family.  And 
his  son  Billy  being,  as  we  have  said,  a  prompt  procacious, 
promising  lad,  they  early  discovered  a  great  partiality  for  him. 
Billy  himself  set  out  with  high  pretensions  to  patriotic  princi- 
ple, and  with  all  the  ardour  of  youth,  affected  to  emulate  the 
zeal  and  independent  spirit  of  his  father. 

The  great  object  of  the  Bull  Family  at  this  time  was  to 
set  limits  to  the  boundless  influence  and  extravagant  prolusion 
of  the  Steward's  Office  and  Agents,  who  had  corrupted  and 
perverted  almost  the  whole  inhabitants  of  the  Manor.  And 
as  it  was  known  that  the  only  means  to  effect  this  would  be, 
to  put  a  .stop  to  that  notorious  and  infamous  Commerce  of 
Prostitution  carried  on  between  the  Steward's  Office  and 
Airs.  Bull's  Houshold — for  this  necessary  and  essential  object 
Billy  professed  the  most  ardent  zeal  :  and  on  their  opinion  of 
this  zeal,  rested,  principally,  his  pretensions  to  the  confidence 
and  partiality  of  the  family. 
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From  his  first  starting  there  was,  as  we  have  hinted,  a  pro- 
fessed rivalship  between  Billy  Badspeed  and  Carly  Vulp, 
both  in  respect  to  public  fame,  and  the  family  favour.  In- 
deed, Billy,  whose  self-confidence  was  at  least  equal  to  his 
abilities,  seemed  to  single  out  Carly  as  the  only  antagonist 
worthy  of  his  ambition  to  cope  with.  These  rivals,  then,  for 
the  family  favour,  both  rested  their  claims  on  their  zeal  for 
the  Bull  Family,  and  especially  on  their  pledged  efforts  to 
purify  the  Palaverium,  and  expel  prostitution  from  Mrs. 
Bull's  Houshold. 

The  Steward's  Junto  being  at  this  time  under  the  utmost 
embarrassment  and  alarm  least  they  should  lose  their  Gull ; 
least  the  Goose  that  laid  the  golden  eggs  should  get  out  of 
their  hands,  raise  her  wings  and  mount  beyond  their  reach, 
conceived  that  it  would  be  highly  important  for  them  to  se- 
cure, if  possible,  one  of  the  Family  favourites.  Carly  Vulp 
had  age  and  experience;  was  known  to  be  firm,  faithful,  and 
determined,  from  an  innate  principle  of  freedom,  an  in- 
dependent mind  ;  anil  from  an  unshaken  conviction,  that  such 
freedom  and  independence  was  the  genuine  and  indefeasible 
principle  of  the  custom  and  constitution  of  the  Manor  of 
Great  Albion ;  and  that  he  who  could  consent  to  betray  that 
principle  in  compliance  with  the  mean  selfish  designs  of  a 
Steward's  Office,  was  unworthy  the  name  of  the  Bull  Family. 
Carly  being  known  to  be  thus  altogether  determined  and  un- 
tractable,  Billy  was  fixed  opon  as  the  proper  object  for  the 
designs  of  the  Steward's  Office.  The  conjunction  between 
the  Vulpian  and  Borean  party  we  have  already  hinted  at  as 
a  false  step  in  the  former.  And  this  Billy,  backed  by  all  the 
influence  of  the  Junto  and  Steward's  Office,  did  not  fail  to 
make  a  most  notable  use  of  to  exalt  himself,  and  to  depress 
his  rival. 

As  vanity  and  self-confidence  were  Billy's  distinguishing 
characteristics,   nothing  less   would  satisfy   him   than   to  be 
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Major  Domo ;  a  presumption,  iu  a  mere  lad  as  he  was, 
hardly  to  be  paralleled.  But  Billy  knew  his  price,  and  the 
advantage  of  the  time.  He  knew  that  at  this  juncture,  the 
confidence  of  the  Family  was  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
Junto,  to  enable  them  to  carry  their  designs  :  and  the  degree 
of  favour  he  was  conscious  he  stood  in,  more  on  account  of 
his  father's  name  and  memory  than  even  of  his  own  early 
promise,  encouraged  him  to  stand  to  his  terms  : — and  he  ob- 
tained them. 

But  a  great  and  important  point  was  still  in  suspense. 
Without  the  voice  of  the  Lower  Chamber  of  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office  no  business  could  go  on ;  and  in  this  the  opposite 
party  had  still  a  strong  corps.  The  oriental  regulation  Code 
being  a  measure  of  pressing  necessity,  and  one  in  which  the 
Vulpian  party  had  already  been  defeated,  it  was  resolved  to 
make  the  first  trial  of  their  strength  upon  that  point.  Billy 
affected  to  present  a  new  Code ;  but  one  which  was  in  effect 
nearly  the  same  with  Carly's.  He  availed  himself  of  all  the 
sound  judgment  and  prudent  provisions  of  Carly's  system ; 
and  the  only  thing  new,  and  properly  his  own,  was,  iu  order 
to  render  it  more  subservient  to  the  all-overwhelming  influence 
of  the  Steward's  Office, — that  all  the  appointments  and 
patronage,  which  Carly  meant  to  retain  in  the  Palaverium, 
on  the  Family  itself,  Mere  by  Billy's  Code  vested  in  the 
Steward's  Office  and  Agents.  Thus,  by  the  man  who  set  out 
'  with  professions  of  the  utmost  zeal  for  contracting  the  per- 
nicious and  overgrown  infkencj  of  the  Steward's  Ofiice,  a 
new,  additional,  and  extensive,  field  for  the  operation  of  that 
influence,  and  for  diffusing  corruption  was  opened  :  for  by 
this  system  a  new  Board  of  Commissioners  was  establish- 
ed, with  large  stipends  at  the  appointment  of  the  Steward  ; 
besides  innumerable  subordinate  appointments  and  places. 
The  danger  of  these  was  indeed  the  point  for  which  Car!v 
had   been  dismissed ;  and  the  securing  them  the  service  foi 
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which  Billy  had  been  called  in.  And  having  by  the  support 
of  the  prostitutes  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold,  who  now  knew 
which  way  the  partiality  of  the  Steward's  Office  pointed, 
carried  his  point,  and  performed  this  service  Billy  was  con- 
sidered as  fixed  in  his  office  of  Major  Domo. 

But  Billy  still  acted  under  much  embarrassment.  The 
office  of  Major  Domo  and  that  of  Pimp  in  Ordinary,  or 
Keeper  of  the  Harem,  had  generally  been  considered  as  essen- 
tially connected.  Now  Billy  had  set  out  with  professions  of 
the  most  flaming  zeal  for  the  interest  and  honour  of  John 
Bull,  and  especially  for  the  purifying  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Hous- 
hold, and  the  expulsion  of  prostitution  and  prostitutes  from 
the  Lower  Chamber  of  her  office.  With  what  countenance, 
then,  could  he  now  present  himself  as  the  prime  promoter 
and  conductor  of  that  prostitution  !  "  Thou  that  sayest,  Thou 
shalt  not  commit  adultery ;  dost  thou  commit  adultery  ?" 

Billy,  indeed,  at  first,  not  only  affected  great  purity  of  man- 
ners in  his  own  character,  but  pretended  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  office,  and  the  affairs  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Hous- 
hold independent  of  pimping  and  prostitution  ;  and  to  set  all 
the  mercenary  drabs  at  defiance.  Nay,  so  far  did  he  carry 
it,  that  when  soon  after  his  assumption  of  the  office,  a  certain 
place  fell  vacant,  which  according  to  the  usual  course  of 
business  might  have  secured  one  or  two  fresh  persons  to  the 
Seraglio ;  instead  of  so  applying  it,  he  actually  gave  it  to  a 
worthy  old  Servant  of  the  Family  to  take  off  an  annuity  for 
life  which  he  deservedly  enjoyed  ;  thereby  lessening  the  Family 
expences.  This,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  was  an  unusual 
instance  of  one  in  Billy's  station.  But  this,  I  believe,  is  the 
only  instance  of  the  kind  that  can  be  laid  to  his  charge.  He 
soon  found  that  he  could  not  afford  to  be  thus  shy  of  exhibit- 
ing himself  in  his  station  of  Pimp  (Jeneral. 

In  the  mean  time,  Billy  presented  a  singular,  and  almost 
unparalleled,  phenomenon  in  the  Bull  affairs — a,  Major  Domo 
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persisting  to  keep  hi*  place  with  the  voice  of  the  Palaveriurn 
frequently  against  him.  But  Billy  had  tasted  of  the  fruits  of 
the  Steward's  Office,  and  found  them  of  an  excellent  flavour; 
and  free  without  stint  to  those  who  could  comply  with  the 
terms  on  which  they  were  bestowed  ;  and  thought  such  valua- 
ble advantages  were  not  to  be  thrown  away  for  a  point  of  idle 
delicacy.  It  is  true,  they  had  been  purchased  at  the  expense 
of  his  honour,  and  of  his  fidelity  to  the  cause  and  party  by 
whom  he  had  been  raised  into  notice.  And,  whether  or  not 
Bill  had  examined  the  capacity  and  pretensions  of  honour, 
with  as  much  particularity  as  the  fat  fellow  in  the  play,  it  is 
certain  he  had  as  clearly  discovered,  that  it  did  not  suit  him 
on  the  present  occasion  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  He 
knew  very  well  that  honour  would  not  recommend  him  to  a 
place  or  power  in  the  Steward's  Counsel.  And  he  knew, 
equally  well,  that  the  want  of  it  would  never  be  objected  to 
him  by  those  with  whom  his  business,  as  Major  Domo, 
chiefly  lay.  As  to  his  other  function  of  Pimp  in  Ordinary, 
the  exercise  of  which  he  would  at  this  time  indeed  willingly 
have  dissembled — the  very  name  and  station  excludes  every 
idea  and  pretension  to  honour. 

But  though  Billy  had  reconciled  himself  to  all  this,  yet  he 
still  had  great  difficulties  to  contend  with  ;  especially  in  the 
management  of  the  Lower  Chamber  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office  ; 
which  was  considered  as  the  peculiar  province  of  the  Major 
Domo.  It  may  well  be  supposed,  that  a  body  presumed  to 
consist  of  the  wisest,  the  ablest,  and  the  most  experienced, 
persons  of  the  Bull  Family,  would  not  be  readily  responsive 
to  the  regimen  of  an  ambitious  presumptuous  boy. 

It  is  true,  the  entire  dismission  of  the  present  set  was 
already  fully  determined  upon  ;  but  there  were  some  things 
of  immediate  importance  to  be  settled,  which  could  not  wait 
the  dismission  and  re-assembling  of  another  lloushold.  Par- 
ticularly— we  have  often  mentioned  constables,  bailifl's,  bullies, 
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and  bravos ;  a  set  of  people  of  great  efficiency  and  impor- 
tance in  the  hand  of  a  Steward.  Such  people  are  now  be- 
come necessary  on  every  well  regulated  Manor.  But  as  on 
Bull  Manor  they  are  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  the  Steward, 
the  Family  have  always  been  jealous  of  the  use  he  might 
make  of  them ;  and  therefore  the  law  by  which  they  exist, 
are  regulated,  and  paid,  is  never  sanctioned  for  more  than 
a  year  at  a  time  ;  and  before  it  expire,  re-enacted  for  another 
year.  This  law  was  just  on  the  point  of  expiring,  and  Billy 
dreaded  to  propose  the  renewing  of  it  in  the  present  disposi- 
tion of  the  Palaverium,  yet  durst  not  dismiss  them  till  it  was 
renewed ;  as  the  expiration  of  such  a  law  would  unavoidably 
have  involved  every  thing  in  confusion  and  ruin. 

But  it  would  seem  that  Billy  had  some  confidence,  that 
virtue  and  patriotism  might  still  subsist  in  others,  which  he 
was  conscious  he  had  forfeited  himself;  for  presuming  that 
the  sane  part  of  the  Palaverium  would  not  hazard  so  despe- 
rate a  step,  as  to  let  the  old  law  expire  without  a  new  one ; 
and  sure  that  he  could  command  all  the  prostitute  part ;  he 
ventured,  after  much  doubt,  hesitation,  and  tampering,  to 
propose  renewing  the  law. 

The  Palaverium  passed  the  law  ;  and  its  work  being  done, 
it  was  knocked  on  the  head.  Or  in  other  words,  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office  was  dissolved,  and  her  whole  Iloushold  turned  out  of 
doors. 

The  great  concern  now  of  the  Steward's  Office  and  all  its 
Agents  of  every  description,  was  to  get  the  Lower  Chamber 
of  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold  filled  with  tractable  tools.  With 
this  view,  every  engine  that  could  be  rendered  useful  was  put 
in  motion,  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  Manor,  to  pro- 
cure the  return  of  the  most  mercenary  prostitutes ;  and  to 
exclude  all  who  were  not  ready  to  set  their  honour  and  virtue 
at  a  price.  And  though  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Manor 
the  members  of  this  Chamber  are  all  to  be  chosen  by  the  free 
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votes  of  the  Family ;  yet  many  places  had  so  fallen  under  the 
influence  of  the  Steward's  Office  or  Agents,  that  no  choice, 
or  pretence  of  a  choice  was  allowed ;  and  for  all  these  places 
the  most  known  and  abandoned  prostitutes  were  sure  to  be 
returned.  And  throughout  the  whole  Manor  the  influence  of 
the  Steward,  and  of  those  who  acted  for  him,  or  had  ex- 
pectations from  him,  was  so  extensive,  and  so  industriously 
used  to  procure  marketable  ware,  that  when  the  new  Hous- 
hold  met,  Billy,  as  Pimp  in  Ordinary,  had  a  sufficient  number 
of  impures  at  his  call. 

But  Billy,  as  we  have  said,  had  set  out  with  professions  of 
the  most  flaming  zeal  for  the  interests  and  honour  of  the  Bull 
Family ;  and  especially  for  purging  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold  of 
prostitution.  It  was  upon  these  principles  that  his  party  had 
supported  him ;  to  these  principles  he  had  pledged  himself; 
and  to  these  he  still  found  it  necessary  to  pretend  to  adhere. 
And  Billy  having  now  a  Palaverium  entirely  at  his  disposal, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  a  purgation  must  effectually  take 
place.  And  those  prostitutes  who  had  been  with  so  much 
industry  procured  for  the  present  Houshold,  would,  no  doubt, 
take  special  care  that  none  of  the  same  stamp  should  ever 
obtain  admission  there  again. 

Billy  knew  all  this  must  be  expected  of  him,  and  affected 
with  a  grave  countenance  to  set  about  it.  Those  impures 
must  be  purged.  Be  it  so.  A  strong  cathartic  draught  was 
accordingly  prepared  by  Billy  himself;*  and  having  instructed 
his  confidants  that  he  expected  them  to  spurn  at  the  dose, 
and  kick  the  cup  from  their  lips,  he  with  great  formality  set 
about  the  administering  of  it ;  but  not  a  drop  would  go  down. 
Billy  shook  his  head  !  What  could  he  do  ?  He  had  no  right 
to  funnel  them,  or  force  it  down  their  throats.  ^  ou  see,  says 
Billy,  it  won't  go  down  :  the  poor  creatures  stomachs  won't 
receive  it.    But  to  drop  all  figure.    Though  Billy  now  neither 

*  Motion  for  a  Reform  of  Parliament. —  Pret.  Com. 
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wished,  nor  intended,  any  reformation  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Hous- 
hold,  he  with  great  formality  prepared  a  law  for  that  purpose; 
and  having  tutored  his  confidants  in  their  part,  he  himself  not 
only  proposed  it  to  the  Palaverium,  but  affected  to  make  one 
of  his  fine  speeches  to  recommend  it.  The  farce  closed  as 
was  intended,  and  indeed  secured  before  hand,  in  the  entire 
rejection  of  the  law. 

From  this  time  Billy  found  it  less  necessary  to  be  profuse 
of  his  professions  of  patriotism  and  purity,  though  he  still 
occasionally  affected  those  principles ;  and  sometimes  even 
seemed  disposed  to  act  upon  them.  And  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  but  in  his  judgment  and  conscience  he  approved  them. 
But  he  was  also  conscious  that  they  were  altogether  incom- 
patible with  what  was  expected  from  him,  in  that  station 
which  he  had  assumed  ;  and  which  his  ambition  made  him 
resolve  to  retain.  Thus  Billy  from  henceforth  went  on  like 
those  people  who  "  feared  the  Lord,  and  served  their  own 
gods/' 

The  Manor  and  people  upon  it  had  now  been  for  some 
time  in  a  state  of  quietness  and  tranquillity,  free  from  quarrels 
among  themselves,  and  lawsuits  with  their  neighbours.  And 
through  the  natural  activity  and  industry  of  the  people,  had 
begun  to  recover  themselves  from  that  almost  desperate  state 
in  which  the  Columbian  lawsuit  had  left  them.  The  Family 
knew  well  from  experience,  that  their  truest  interest,  and  best 
pursuit,  was,  to  extend  their  trade,  to  improve  their  manufac- 
tures, and  to  cultivate  their  Farms.  And  in  all  these,  by  their 
natural  vigour  and  ingenuity,  they  made  a  surprising  progress. 
And  as  Billy  was  now  considered  as  the  prime  Agent  in  all 
affairs  of  the  Manor,  no  little  credit,  and  even  applause,  was 
ascribed  to  him,  for  allowing  them  to  thrive.  *  For  in  fact  his 
greatest  merit  in  the  matter  was,  that  of  doing  little  harm, 
indeed,  such  is  the  active  and  enterprising  spirit  of  the 
Family ;   and  so  well  is  it  regulated  by  that  steady  coolness 
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and  good  sense,  which  is  necessary  to  render  enterprise  suc- 
cessful, that  scarce  any  thing  but  the  forbearance  of  the  Stew- 
ard's Office  and  Agents  is  wanting,  to  keep  the  Manor  and 
Family  always  in  a  thriving  and  prosperous  condition.  And 
this  prosperous  tranquillity  might  have  continued  unto  this 
day,  but  for  the  ignorance,  the  folly,  the  madness,  the  wicked- 
ness, of  the  Steward's  Office ;  and  especially  the  emulous 
ambition  of  Billy  Badspeed. 

Billy,  as  we  have  said,  had  no  little  merit  allowed  him  in 
the  recovered  and  hopeful  state  in  which  the  Albion  Manor, 
and  Bull  Family  now  stood.  And  Billy's  modesty  did  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  his  assuming  to  the  full  all  that  was  allow- 
ed him.  But  all  this,  instead  of  satisfying  his  ambition,  only 
excited  him  to  aspire  at  what  he  thought  alone  wanting  to 
crown  his  fame ;  the  conducting  of  a  successful  lawsuit.  It 
was  from  this  that  Sir  William,  his  father,  derived  his  greatest 
reputation ;  and  Billy  had  such  confidence  in  his  own  fortune 
and  abilities,  that  he  thought  he  wanted  nothing  but  an  oppor- 
tunity to  arrive  at  this  highest  point  of  distinction  and  fame  ; 
and  to  equal  his  Father  in  the  zenith  of  his  reputation  and  glory. 

Billy  did  not  discern  the  different  grounds  his  Father  and 
lie  stood  upon.  His  Father  possessed  such  powers  of  mind, 
such  a  commanding  spirit,  that  instead  of  subjecting  himself 
and  his  measures  to  the  narrow,  partial,  and  perverted  views, 
of  a  Steward's  Office  and  Steward's  Agents,  he  was  able  to 
make  both  bend  to  his  superior  parts  and  capacity.  But 
Billy  had  already  condescended  to  become  an  implement  ;  he 
had  already  bent  the  neck  and  received  the  yoke;  nor  could 
he  ever  afterwards  shake  it  off,  or.  act  in  a  higher  capacity 
than  that  of  an  instrument  in  the  hand  of  others.  Had  iiilly 
maintained  the  attitude  with  which  he  at  first  presented  him- 
self to  the  Bull  Family,  and  preserved  their  opinion  and  par- 
tiality, he  might  perhaps  in  time  have  rivaled  his  Father.  He 
could,  now,  never  be  more  than  a  tool  of  office. 


166 

However,  so  intent  was  Badspeed  on  trying  his  talents  in 
this  way,  that,  not  having  occasion  given  him  ;  as  the  fellow 
in  the  play  says — he  took  it  where  it  was  not  given.  And  the 
consequence  has  been,  to  cost  him  his  life,  through  vexation, 
insufficiency,  and  disappointment ;  with  the  lives  of  millions 
beside ;  each  of  whom  might  have  been  of  more  use  and  im- 
portance in  the  estimation  of  nature  and  reason,  than  he  and 
all  his  abettors  ;  than  all  the  Stewards  and  Steward's  impli- 
ments  in  the  world.  And  his  ambition,  has,  beside,  blasted 
all  the  fresh  blowing  hopes  of  the  Bull  Family,  and  brought 
the  Manor  of  Great  Albion  and  its  inhabitants  to  the  brink 
of  fate :  and  what  the  final  event  may  be,  is  yet  unknown  ; 
for, — ad  hue  sub  judice  lis  est — the  cause  is  still  undeter- 
mined ;  the  work  of  blood,  execution,  and  destruction,  is  still 
going  on. 

But  here  it  will  be  necessary  to  stop  and  look  back  a  little, 
and  even  beyond  the  affairs  of  the  Bull  Family. 
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Contexts. — The  final  Issue  of  the  late  Columbian  Lawsuit,  excites  a 
spirit  of  Inquiry  into  the  foundation  of  Stewardical  Claims  in 
general: — this  Spirit  particularly  diffuses  itself  over  the  Frank  land 
Manor,  where  those  Claims  had  been  most  highly  strained,  and  most 
grossly  abused. — A  Reform  attempted, — at  first  with  seeming  suc- 
cess :— but  frustrated  by  the  perfidious  Arts  of  the  Steward's  Office, 
and  the  impatient  Resentment  of  the  Folk  on  the  Manor : — Who, 
provoked  to  madness,  dispatch  their  Steward  and  Stewardess, — and 
pull  down  their  old  Mansion  House  before  they  had  provided  another 
to  shelter  themselves  in. — John  Bull  shews  some  disposition  to  look 
into  his  own  Affairs  : — the  Steward's  Office  take  the  Alarm  : — affect 
to  suspect  John  Bull  of  Lunacy ; — and  with  the  consent  of  his  own 
treacherous  Representatives,  clap  a  gag  in  his  mouth,  to  prevent  his 
warning  the  Family  of  their  designs. 

JL  HE  unjust  and  unnatural  pretensions  of  the  Bull  Stew- 
ard and  Palaverium,  absolutely  to  dispose  of  the  Columbians 
and  all  their  concerns,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  was  a  claim, 
the  situation  of  the  two  Manors  considered,  exceeding  both 
in  tyranny  and  folly,  perhaps,  the  utmost  stretch  of  power, 
or  possession,  ever  aimed  at,  or  heard  of  before.  The  extra- 
vagance of  this  claim,  not  only  compelled  the  Columbians  to 
stand  on  their  defence,  and  resist  such  boundless  pretensions ; 
but  led  men  of  thought  and  consideration  to  look  into  the 
grouuds  and  principles  of  this  pretended  absolute  power  and 
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right :  and  this  inquiry  naturally  led  to  examine  the  power 
and  authority  claimed,  aud  assumed  by  Stewards  and  their 
Agents  in  general ;  what  foundation  it  rested  on  ;  and  by 
what  means  it  had  risen  to  such  enormous  pretensions.  But 
previous  to  this,  a  still  more  general  and  important  inquiry 
occurred  to  be  made.  What  are  the  original  and  natural 
rights  of  man, — of  every  individual  ?  And  how  these  came 
to  be  almost  entirely  lost,  and  engrossed  into  the  hands  of 
Stewards  and  their  implements. 

It  is  not  our  business  here,  to  enter  into  this  inquiry  ;  it 
has  been  sufficiently,  and  effectually,  done  by  others ;  and 
the  event,  is, — that  it  has  been  clearly  found,  that  all  these  ex- 
travagant claims  and  pretensions,  are  mere  usurpations,  by 
the  successive  encroachments  of  Stewards  and  their  Agents, 
upon  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ma- 
nors committed  to  their  charge  ;  which  they  have  now  almost 
every  where  seized  into  their  own  hands.  One  of  the  weak- 
est of  the  whole  race  of  Albion  Stewards,  when  the  Bull 
Family  laid  claim  to  any  rights  or  privileges,  used  to  hold 
forth, — that  all  such  privileges  were  either  surreptitious  advan- 
tages, usurped  from  his  ancestors  ;  or,  voluntary  inHulgencies 
granted  by  them.  Wretched  dupe  of  Stewardical  vauity  ! 
Where  did  his  ancestors  obtain  that  absolute  possession  of 
all  the  persons,  property,  and  privileges  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Albion,  that  those  inhabitants  should  hold  themselves 
and  all  they  possess,  merely  as  the  indulgent  grant  of  him  and 
his  ancestors?  Or,  is  not  the  direct  re\erse  the  truth  of  the 
case?  And  is  not  the  indisputable  fact,  that  all  the  power, 
and  all  the  authority  of  the  Steward,  really  has  not,  nor  can 
have,  any  other  foundation,  than  the  voluntary  choice,  grant, 
and  concession  of  the  Buil  and  Caledonian  Families  :  and 
every  claim  beyond  what  is  thus  granted,  or  upon  any  other 
foundation,  is  mere  encroachment,  usurpation,  and  tyranny. 

Inquiry  on  this  subject,  being,  as  we  have  said,  once  set 
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on  foot ;  and  being  one  not  of  difficult  or  abstract  reasoning, 
but  of  facts  that  lay  open  to  every  one's  observation,  and  in 
which  every  mau  found  himself  interested,  the  solution  was 
easy  and  clear ;  and  the  sentiments  excited  by  it,  soon  spread 
far  and  wide  :  but  they  were  especially  welcomed,  admired, 
and  approved  by  the  volatile  Franks  ;  and  diffused  themselves 
with  boundless  influence  over  the  Manor  of  Lewis  Baboon. 
Lewis  and  his  people,  eager  to  be  revenged  on  the  Bull 
Family,  for  the  loss  and  disgrace  of  the  last  great  lawsuit, 
had  readily  agreed  to  assist  the  Columbians  in  their  quarrel 
with  the  Bull  Steward  and  his  Abettors.  In  consequence  of 
this,  great  numbers  of  Lewis'  people  were  sent,  or  permitted 
to  make  their  way  to  Columbia.  Here  they  imbibed  largely 
those  sentiments  of  right  and  freedom  so  natural  to  man  : 
and  which  they  admired,  and  embraced  the  more  eagerly, 
that  they  were,  however  natural,  entirely  new  and  strange  to 
them  :  for  no  people  on  the  earth  had  been  more  unmercifully 
pillaged,  or  more  completely  inslaved  by  their  Stewards,  than 
the  Franks  by  the  Baboon  race.  But  though  none  have  sub- 
mitted, and  do  submit,  with  less  complaint  and  repugnance  to 
every  obtruder  and  usurper ;  yet  have  that  people,  with  all 
their  frivolity  and  nonchalence,  something  noble,  generous, 
and  allied  to  freedom  in  their  genius  and  character ;  and  they 
could  not  but  admire,  and  approve  those  sentiments,  which 
they  saw  so  enthusiastically,  and  successfully  maintained  by 
the  Columbians. 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  Columbian  lawsuit  many  of 
those  Franks  returning  to  their  own  Manor,  carried  back  with 
them  those  enlarged  and  enlightened  sentiments,  which  they 
had  imbibed  in  Columbia  ;  and  they  soon  diffused  themselves 
among  all  ranks  on  the  Frankland  Manor. 

The  Steward,  or  rather  Possessor,  of  the  Frankland  Ma- 
nor at  this  time  was  Lewis  Seizieme,  a  weak,  easy,  good-na- 
iured  soul  ;  one,  who  would  have  been  a  good  aud  contented 
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man  in  almost  any  other  station  than  that  of  a  Steward  : 
One,  from  whom  great  and  permanent  advantages  for  the 
Manor  and  people  upon  it  might  have  been  obtained,  had  the 
attempt  been  made,  and  carried  through,  by  persons  of  good 
design  and  sound  understanding.  And  some  such  did,  cer- 
tainly, at  first  engage  in  it,  and  began  a  work  of  great  and 
glorious  promise.  .But  alas  !  those  were  soon  thrust  out  by 
the  bold,  obtrusive,  selfish,  sons  of  violence  and  ambition^ 
who  soon  turned  all  into  confusion  and  misery  beyond  des- 
cription :  and  in  the  course  of  their  proceedings,  brought  poor 
Lewis  and  his  Family  to  the  gallows,  or  rather  the  gulletine  ; 
an  instrument,  I  suppose,  so  named  from  its  use,  to  cut 
throats  or  chop  off  heads. 

But  of  those  matters  a  little  more  particularly. — The 
boundless  and  long  continued  profusion,  luxury,  and  profli- 
gacy of  the  Baboon  Family,  had  reduced  the  Franks  and 
their  affairs  to  a  state  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  altogether 
hopeless  and  irretrievable  in  the  ordinary  way  of  business. 
The  people  on  the  Manor  had  caught  the  contagion  of  libertj 
from  their  intercourse  with  Columbia ;  and  even  from  their 
neighbourhood  to  Albion  ;  where  that  principle  had  long 
been  well  understood  and  cultivated  in  theory;  however  be- 
trayed and  abused  in  practice.  The  Franks  having  thus  got 
an  inkling  that  they  had  some  right  or  property  in  themselves, 
contrary  to  what  had  all  along  been  assumed  and  allowed  on 
the  Frankland  Manor  by  the  Steward  and  his  parasites,*  they 
began  to  look  about  for  the  means  of  asserting  those  rights : 
and  it  was  determined  that  the  whole  inhabitants  of  the  Ma- 

*  "  It  is  true,"  says  the  Prime  Agents  of  Lewis  Le  Grand, — "  It  is  true, 
that  all  your  subjects,  whatever  they  be,  owe  to  you  their  persons,  their 
goods,  their  blood,  their  lives,  without  the  least  pretension  to  any  right  in 
themselves.  In  sacrificing  all  that  they  have  to  you,  they  only  perform 
th»'ir  duty,  and  confer  nothing  on  you,  since  all  belongs  to  you.'' 

The  above,  by  the  despicable  parasite  of  Lewis  Le  Grand,  is,  I  think, 
the  most  candid  and  explicit  avowal  of  the  full  extent  of  genuine  Stew- 
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nor  should  choose  certain  Delegates  to  represent  them  ;  who 
should  meet  in  one  general  Assembly,  and  settle  on  anew  and 
rational  footing  every  thing  that  concerned  the  M  anor  and  the 
people  upon  it.  And  to  this  the  good  natured  Lewis  readily 
consented. 

Such  an  Assembly,  accordingly,  was  chosen,  and  met ;  and 
with  wonderful  judgment  and  discretion,  for  a  tirst  sketch, 
drew  up  a  new  system  of  laws,  customs,  and  institutions  for 
the  whole  Manor  :  but  one  which  was,  no  doubt,  capable  of, 
and  even  required,  much  improvement  and  alteration  from  use 
and  experience. 

To  all  this  Lewis  easily,  and  probably  very  honestly,  ac- 
commodated himself.  But  Lewis,  like  every  Steward,  had 
about  him  a  set  of  proud,  ill-designing,  mercenary  parasites, 
who  could  not  submit  to  see  themselves  reduced  to  a  level 
with  the  rest  of  mankind.  And  especially  the  Stewardess, 
Lewis'  wife,  as  Stewards'  wives  often  are,  was  a  selfish,  proud, 
meddling  woman,  a  sister  of  Squire  South's,  a  family  who 
have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  considering  mankind  as  only 
made  for  their  grandeur  :  and  hence,  through  pride  and  high- 
ness, are  nearly  below  all  the  ends  and  uses  of  humanity. 
This  woman,  with  the  parasites  above  described,  managing 
poor  Lewis  at  their  will,  contrived  by  secret  intrigue  and 
treachery,  to  oppose  and  frustrate  every  thing  that  was  done 
or  designed  by  the  Assembly  for  the  good  and  contentment 
of  the  people. 

The  Assembly  considered  the  Steward  merely  as  a  Stew- 
ard ;  but  treated  him  with  all  the  respect  and  deference  due 

ardic  pretensions  that  I  have  any  where  met  with.  Yet  this  may  be  called 
the  avowal  of  an  honest  man  ;  who  neither  dissembles  the  debasement 
of  his  own  character,  nor  the  atrocity  of  his  designs  with  respect  to 
others.  Whilst  those  in  the  same  station,  and  intent  on  the  same  design- 
about  the  Roll  Steward,  still  affect  to  talk  of  Albion  Liberty,  and  Hie 
Bull  Constitution  ;  like  traitorous  knaves,  as  they  are. —  Editor. 
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to  that  important  and  highly  trusted  character.  But  all  this 
the  Stewardess  and  her  Associates  looked  on  with  the  highest 
contempt  and  indignation  ;  and  were  constant  and  unwearied 
in  their  arts  and  intrigues,  secretly  to  counteract  every  design 
and  measure  for  the  emancipation  and  improvement  of  the 
Fraukland  Family ;  and  to  bribe  and  seduce  from  them 
their  ablest  and  most  zealous  defenders  ;  and  this,  under  pre- 
tence that  they  might  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Stewardship 
more  conformably  to  the  popular  principles  ;  but  in  fact, 
with  design  to  corrupt  those  principles,  in  which  they  were  in 
general  too  successful.  By  these  means  the  people  became 
irritated  and  provoked ;  and  now  first  began  to  fail  in  that 
respect  and  deference  they  had  hitherto  paid  to  the  Steward  ; 
and  then,  by  degrees,  to  withdraw  all  respect  and  regard  what- 
soever :  and  at  last  they  brought  both  him  and  the  wretched 
Stewardess  to  their  gulletine,  and  actually  chopped  off  their 
heads. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Bull  Family,  and  the  Bull  Steward's 
Office,  looked  on  these  transactions  among  their  neighbours 
each  with  a  very  different  eye.  John  Bull  was  a  generous, 
honest,  open  hearted  lei  low  ;  and  though  abundantly  emulous 
of  distinction,  no  man  was  more  free  from  envy  or  jealousy: 
he  saw,  therefore,  with  much  satisfaction,  his  neighbours 
likely  to  better  their  condition,  and  free  themselves  from  that 
degrading  vassalage  to  their  own  Stewards,  in  which  they  had 
been  so  long  held ;  and  heartily  congratulated  them  upon  the 
subject. 

But  John's  Steward's  Office,  and  their  Junto,  contemplated 
all  this  with  very  different  sentiments.  To  them,  nothing 
could  be  more  alarming,  nothing  more  abhorrent  from  their 
principles,  than  the  idea  of  any  restraint,  of  any  accounta- 
bleness  in  the  Stewardic  character,  obtaining  a  footing 
among  the  people  on  the  Manor:  but  far  less  could  they  di- 
gest the  thought  of  the  proprietors,  holders,  and  inhabitants 
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of  a  Manor  prescribing  laws  and  customs,  and  fixing  even  to 
Stewards  the  claims  and  rights,  which  in  reason  and  justice, 
belonged  to  them.  It  is  true,  by  the  Albion  Constitution 
there  were  already  many  such  laws  and  customs  in  force ; 
but  by  the  influence  of  that  Commerce  of  Prostitution  and 
Adultery  carried  on  between  the  Steward's  Office  and  Mrs. 
Bull's  Houshold,  they  were  in  operation  as  much  dead  and 
defunct,  as  if  they  had  never  existed  ;  and  the  Steward's  author 
rity,  in  effect,  more  absolute  than  the  most  unlimited  despot 
without  such  could  ever  have  exercised  :  nay,  even  the  know- 
ledge of  these  rights  and  claims  was  very  confined  and  indis- 
tinct among  the  people  on  the  Manor  ;  a  defect,  which  it 
was  the  interest  and  concern  of  the  Steward's  Office  to  pro- 
long and  increase  ;  and  which  every  agitation  of  the  subject 
was  likely  to  counteract  5  a  defect,  which  it  is  the  sole  design 
of  these  Memoirs  to  supply. 

And  now,  by  a  kind  of  reaction,  the  very  contagion  which 
had  been  caught  partly  from  the  Bull  Family  by  the  Franks, 
seemed  to  be  conveyed  back  with  redoubled  force,  and  had 
aroused  a  spirit  truly  alarming  to  the  abettors  of  Stewardical 
usurpation.  Societies  and  institutions  had  been  formed  for 
constitutional  intelligence,  and  for  diffusing  among  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Manor  in  general  a  knowledge  of  the  essential 
laws  and  principles  on  which  their  rights  and  privileges  de- 
pended ;  and  for  correcting  and  restraining  those  inveterate 
abuses  which  had  been  ingrafted  upon,  and  grown  up  with 
the  exercise  of  the  Stewardship.  In  short,  the  boundless  per- 
versions and  corruptions,  that  had  gained  footing  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  Stewardship,  had  got  to  such  a  head,  and  had  exci- 
ted such  a  sensation,  as  had  diffused  itself  through  all  ranks 
and  descriptions  of  persons  on  the  Manor:  and  tiie  una- 
voidable alternative  of  reform  or  ruin,  was  evident  to  every 
one,  except  those  who  were  interested  in  those  abuses,  and 
united  in  a  conspiracy  to  protect  and  defend  them. 
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And  so  great  was  the  alarm  on  this  occasion,  and  so  sensi- 
ble were  the  satellites  of  the  Steward's  Office  and  advocates 
for  abuse  of  the  reason  and  justice  of  that  spirit,  and  of 
those  principles  which  began  to  operate,  and  so  convinced 
that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  oppose  them  by  argu- 
ments or  reason,  that  a  proclamation  and  mandate  were  sent 
abroad,  through  the  whole  Manor,  for  the  entire  suppression 
of  all  such  principles.  By  this  instrument  the  very  first  mo- 
tions, the  very  conception  of  the  spirit  and  principles  of 
freedom  were  absolutely  prohibited  ;  the  very  thought,  name, 
or  idea  of  rights  of  men,  or  even  of  man,  in  the  abstract, 
were  reprobated  and  condemned ;  the  very  mention  of  cor- 
ruptions and  abuses,  or  restraint  and  reform,  were  made 
crimes,  for  which  several  of  the  best  and  most  faithful 
of  the  Bull  and  Caledon  Families  were  actually  tried  for 
their  lives.  And  to  buy  or  sell,  to  read  or  hear,'  or  even 
to  have  in  possession  any  thing  that  had  been  said  or 
written  on  the  subject  of  any  claims  or  pretensions  to  rights 
in  man,  was  subjected  to  the  severest  penalties.  In  a  word, 
every  thing  that  might  even  suggest  the  idea  of  such  a  subject 
was  denounced  as  damnable,  was  tabooed, — with  a  "  touch 
not,  taste  not,  handle  not." 

Nothing  can  more  strongly  demonstrate  the  indisputable 
truth  and  certainty  of  those  principles,  and  the  consciousness 
of  their  essential  inherence  in  the  Bull  Constitution,  than 
those  jealous  and  anxious  efforts  to  suppress  and  exterminate 
the  very  name  and  mention  of  them  from  off  the  Manor. 
Had  it  been  a  matter  capable  of  dispute,  or  that  could  have 
been  disguised  or  eluded  by  sophistry  or  false  reasoning,  they 
could  have  commanded  the  tongues  and  pens  of  a  mercenary 
train,  abundantly  both  able  and  willing  to  confound  right  and 
wrong,  and  to  make  the  worse  appear  the  better  reasoning, 
where  it  could  be  done.  But  this  was  a  matter  too  plain  and 
too  palpable   to  common  sense,  to  be  suppressed  by  any 
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other  means  than  keeping  it  entirely  out  of  sight,  or  by  the 
iron  rod  of  power.  But  what  is,  perhaps,  the  most  surpri- 
sing thing  in  this  affair,  is,  that  the  Bull  Family  really  sub- 
mitted to  all  this  :  but  the  truth  is,  their  own  prostitute  repre- 
sentatives betrayed  them  ;  and  they  had  no  remedy,  except 
they  would  rashly  pull  down  their  own  house  about  their 
ears,  as  the  mad  Franks  soon  after  did :  and  for  this  they  had 
too  much  sound  sense. 

But  besides  the  aroused  sense  of  indisputable  claims  of 
rights,  with  respect  to  themselves,  so  alarming  to  the  Stew- 
ard's Office,  the  Bull  Family  had  shewn  too  much  interest 
in,  and  too  much  approbation  of,  the  successful  efforts  hi- 
therto made  by  their  neighbours,  the  Franks,  in  emancipating 
themselves  from  the  usurpations  and  domination  of  their 
Stewards.  They  had  sent  them  congratulations  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  had  celebrated  some  of  their  more  distinguished 
successes  by  rejoicings  and  public  festivals.  Nothing  could 
be  more  grating  to  the  feelings,  or  more  alarming  to  the  ap- 
prehensions, of  conscious  Stewardical  usurpation,  and  its 
tools,  than  such  indications. 

Upon  occasion  of  the  anniversary  celebration  of  one  of 
those  festivals  on  the  Bull  Manor,  the  emissaries  of  the 
Steward's  Office,  set  on  the  mob  to  attack  the  houses,  break 
the  windows,  and  assault  the  companies  met  for  social  enjoy- 
ment. From  this  they  were  encouraged  to  set  tire  to  the 
houses,  and  rirle  the  goods  of  such  as  were  suspected  of  being 
most  favourable  to  the  principles  of  freedom,  and  the  rights 
of  the  Family,  in  opposition  to  Stewardical  encroachment. 
And  thus,  for  several  days  they  went  on  wasting,  plundering, 
and  burning  the  houses,  farms,  and  mansions  of  all  who  were 
obnoxious  to  their  resentment,  jealousy,  or  suspicion. 

If  it  is  considered  upon  what  motives,  and  by  what  agency 
and  intluence  the  above  atrocities  were  committed,  perhaps 
another  such  unprincipled  and  prolligale  transaction  is  not  to 
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be  found  in  the  records  of  any  cultivated  Manor,  or  civilized 
people.  And  when  their  wretched  tools  had  finished  the 
work  they  had  been  set  upon,  another  set  of  more  manage- 
able tools,  were  employed  to  punish,  and  execute  upon  the 
lirst,  those  laws  which  they  had  been  excited  to  violate.  And 
numbers  of  them  were  hanged,  without  their  unprincipled 
instigators  showing  the  least  remorse,  or  concern.  And  the 
innocent  inhabitants  of  the  district,  by  a  law  of  the  Manor, 
were  obligated  to  pay  for  all  the  waste  and  devastation  they 
had  at  the  others  instigation  committed. 

But  now  the  rash  and  unexperienced  Franks,  accustomed 
to  acknowledge  no  restraint  but  the  arbitrary  will  of  their 
Stewards,  having  burst  that  band,  knew  no  measure  nor 
bounds  in  their  conduct  and  actions :  and  provoked  by  the 
arts  and  intrigues  of  the  Steward's  Office  and  Agents,  and 
instigated  by  some  demons  of  desperate  wickedness  among 
themselves,  they  proceeded  to  the  most  shocking  and  unheard 
of  atrocities.  Incited  by  these  demons,  under  pretence 
of  striking  terror  into  dangerous  designs,  they  hunted  down 
and  destroyed  every  man  suspected  of  reason,  moderation,  or 
a  partiality  for  order  and  humanity.  They,  as  we  have  said, 
brought  both  the  Steward  and  Stewardess  to  their  gulletine. 
Poor  harmless  Lewis  on  this  occasion  conducted  himself  with 
a  Gpmposure,  resignation,  and  firmness,  that  seemed  to  exceed 
his  former  character.  As  to  the  wretched  Stewardess,  her 
very  being  and  essence  seemed  to  consist  in  the  pride  and  pre- 
sumption of  pompous  birth  and  station  ;  and  the  indulgence 
of  vanity,  pleasure,  and  voluptuousness ;  for,  when  stripped 
of  these,  she  is  represented  to  have  became  a  nothing,  or  at 
best  a  mere  automaton,  or  breathing  machine ;  and  with  the 
blank  insensibility  of  a  moving  statue,  was  carried  to  the  place 
of  execution,  and  underwent  her  woeful  fate. 

Though  John  Bull  and  his  Family  heartily  congratulated, 
and  sympathised  with  their  neighbours,  in  their  attempts  to 
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vindicate  themselves  from  the  boundless  usurpations  of  their 
Stewards,  vet  they  were  not  disposed  to  go  all  lengths  with 
them  :  and  when  they  saw  them  run  into  such  excesses,  even 
to  madness,  they  begged  leave  to  leave  them,  till  a  little  ex- 
perience might  bring  them  to  themselves  again. 

In  the  mean  time,  John  Bull  thought  it  might  not  be  amiss 
to  look  a  little  into  the  affairs  of  his  own  Stewardship ; 
where,  though  Stewardical  usurpation  put  on  a  less  assuming 
countenance,  and  operated  more  silently,  its  power  was,  per- 
haps, more  extensive,  and  acted  more  irresistibly,  than  in  the 
Frankland  Manor  itself. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  aroused  sense  of  their  rights, 
and  of  the  encroachments  made  upon  them  by  the  Stewards, 
which  had  at  this  time  excited  the  attention  of  the  Bull  Fa- 
mily, and  also  the  alarm  which  that  aroused  sense  caused  in  the 
Steward's  Office,  from  the  danger  it  was  supposed  to  portend  to 
Stewardical  usurpations.  Had  the  Steward's  Agents  possessed 
the  understanding  or  honesty,  to  have  been  admonished  by 
what  was  before  them,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  they  might 
have  made  this  alarm  an  occasion  of  security  both  to  them- 
selves and  the  Family  for  ages.  Had  they  been  contented 
with  checking  the  too  eager  forwardness  of  rash  and  inconsi- 
derate reformers,  and  set  themselves  timely  to  examine  with 
honest  sincerity,  the  real  abuses  that  had  been  introduced  into 
the  exercise  of  the  Stewardship  ;  had  they  corrected  and  re- 
strained those  perversions  and  corruptions  of  the  laws,  cus- 
toms, and  constitution  of  the  Manor,  which,  were  evidently, 
become  too  gross,  and  too  palpable,  to  be  either  dissembled 
or  tolerated  :  had  they  shewn  a  disposition  to  redress  those 
grievances,  and  to  lighten  those  burdens  which  wire  become 
too  universal  to  be  eluded,  and  too  heavy  and  too  severely 
felt  to  be  much  longer  borne  ;  and  which,  indeed  by  their 
own  natural  operation,  must  soon  terminate  the  course  of  this 
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infatuated  Junto,  and  subvert  the  whole  order  and  economy 
of  the  Stewardship  and  Manor: — <had  the  Steward  and 
his  Agents  thus  taken  the  warning  that  was  given  them, 
and  acted  as  reason  and  common  sense  wrould  have  dic- 
tated to  them,  the  present  general  excitement  might  have 
proved  an  occasion  of  great  advantage,  and  of  permanent  se- 
curity, both  to  the  Manor  and  Stewardship.  But  the  succes- 
sive Stewards  and  their  Agents  have  gone  on  so  long  with  im- 
punity, and  met  with  so  little  effectual  interruption  in  their 
corrupting'  and  voracious  course,  that  they  seem  to  think 
themselves  quite  secure  ;  and  the  present  race  seem  to  have 
forgot  that  they  owe  the  possession  of  their  station  to  the 
false  security,  and  incorrigible  character  of  their  predecessors  ; 
or  else,  they  are  resolved  to  put  themselves,  the  Family,  and 
the  Manor,  all  to  the  hazard,  rather  than  yield  one  step  ;  or, 
let  the  least  part  of  the  prey  escape,  which  they  think  they 
already  hold  prostrate  under  their  fangs. 

So  far,  indeed,  were  the  Steward's  Junto  from  any  thought 
of  redress,  or  of  resigning  any  of  their  usurpations,  that 
their  whole  efforts  were  directed  to  restrain  John  Bull, 
and  prevent  him  from  warning  his  Family,  and  diffusing 
among  them  a  sense  of  the  insolence  and  injustice  with  which 
they  were  treated.  For  this  purpose,  they  had  recourse  to  a 
most  wicked  device  :  they  gave  out  that  John  was  subject  to 
fits  of  insanity;  talked  of  a  decree  of  lunacy;  threatened 
phlebotomy,  and  a  straight  waistcoat.  *  But  as  John  was 
sturdy  and  restive,  and  by  struggling  and  making  a  noise  under 
their  hands,  might  bring  the  Family  about  their  ears,  it  Mas 
resolved,  as  the  first  and  best  step  to  be  taken,  to  clap  a  gag 
ID  his  mouth,  and  a  straight  waistcoat  on  his  arms.  A  gag 
aud  straight  waistcoat  for  the  purpose  were  accordingly  in- 
vented and  prepared  by  Don  Greenfield  and  Billy  Badspeed  ; 

*  Pitt  ami  Grenville  Acts.— Pret  Cam. 
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who,  beside  the  stations  of  Pimp  and  Major  Domo,  could 
acquit  himself  as  a  servaut  of  all  work,  when  the  Steward 
had  occasion  for  such.  These  famous  inventions,  which 
were  Jong  in  use,  Mere  generally  known  by  the  names  of 
their  inventors,  and  are  called  the  Badspeed  and  Greenfield 
machines.  But  the  most  extraordinary  circumstance  in  this 
affair,  and  what  might  give  some  suspicion,  if  not  of  madness, 
yet  of  idiotism  some  where,  is,  that  they  absolutely  persuaded 
John  Bull's  Wife  of  the  necessity  of  such  instruments,  and  pre- 
vailed on  Mrs.  Bull's  Iloushold  to  sanction  their  application, 
and  to  assist  in  putting  them  on.  They  represented  to  them 
that  they  must  be  sensible  that  John  Bull  was  naturally  exceed- 
ingly robustious  and  headstrong;  sometimes  got  drunk,  and  then 
was  insupportably  noisy  and  troublesome  ;  would  cry  out  rob- 
bery, fire,  murder,  and  alarm  the  whole  neighbourhood,  when 
there  was  not  the  least  danger ;  and  had  sometimes  disturbed 
and  frightened  even  the  Steward's  Office  and  Family.  John, 
perhaps,  could  not  deny  the  whole  of  this  charge  :  but  though 
he  was  sensible  of  his  own  infirmities,  he  would  never  allow 
the  necessity  of  such  a  remedy  as  the  gag  :  but  his  corrupt- 
ed Family  representatives  most  traitorously  gave  their  con- 
sent to  the  use  of  it.  It  is  true,  it  was  set  forth  that  this 
sag  would  not  hinder  him  from  talking  in  a  low  voice  to  a 
small  company,  but  would  only  check  him  when  he  attempt- 
ed to  raise  his  voice,  and  to  roar  and  rant,  as  they  called  it, 
obstreperously  in  a  crowd,  or  great  assembly. 

What  could  John  do:  Had  he  been  as  far  gone,  and  as 
desperate,  either  in  wickedness,  or  in  folly,  as  those  into 
whose  hands  he  had  fallen,  he  might  have  raised  a  rout  that 
would  have  put  Stewardship  and  Manor,  and  all  to  the  ha- 
zard. But  he  knew  that  in  so  doing  he  must  risk  the  ruin  of 
his  Family,  the  devastation  of  his  Kstate,  and  at  least  a  tempo- 
rary subversion  of  all  law,  order,  and  economy,  on  the  Manor. 
John,  with  a  considerable  dash   of  the  boon  companion  and 
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nonchalcnce  on  ordinary  occasions,  had  at  the  bottom  a  great 
fund  of  good,  natural,  solid  sense ;  and  when  necessary,  no 
man  in  the  country  could  better  apply  it.  Indeed,  with  all 
their  pretences  of  lunacy,  it  was  the  persuasion  of  this  sound 
sense  in  John  Bull,  which  encouraged  the  Cabal  to  venture 
on  the  steps  they  had  taken  ;  as  presuming  even  this  would  not 
drive  a  person  of  John's  understanding  to  play  so  desperate  a 
game,  as  an  open  and  actual  quarrel  with  the  -Steward's  Office 
must  produce.  The  gag  and  waistcoat  were  admitted,  only 
upon  trial.  But  it  has  fared  with  John  Bull  as  with  the 
horse  in  the  fable  ;  he  has  scarcely  been  able  to  get  the 
gag  from  his  mouth,  nor  his  hands  from  the  waistcoat. 

These  desperate  empirics  having  thus  gotten  Old  John 
into  their  hands,  pretended  sometimes  to  treat  him  as  a  mad- 
man, sometimes  as  a  mere  child  :  and  were  it  not  for  the  vil- 
lany  of  the  design,  it  is  a  sight  that  might  well  excite  laugh- 
ter, to  see  John  not  only  going  about  mumbling  with  a  gag  in  his 
mouth  ;  but  sometimes,  with  his  grey  beard  lying  under  the 
hands  of  those  old  women-nurses,  with  his  hands  and  feet 
swaddled  ;  like  a  baby  in  a  cradle,  while  they  are  bye-byeing, 
hushing,  and  lulling  him  to  go  to  sleep,  and  be  quiet,  like  a 
good  child. 

On  these  occasions,  John,  though  by  reason  of  his  gag,  lie 
could  not  grind  his  teeth;  nor,  like  the  man  in  the  play, 'bite  his 
thumb,  at  them  ;'  would  at  times  shake  his  head  most  emphati- 
cally;  as  much  as   to  say — I  know  you  to  be  a  set  of  d d 

knaves  !  And  though  I  will  not  be  provoked  to  ruin  my  for- 
tune and  Family  on  your  account,  yet  when  that  Family  shall 
have  become  thoroughly  sensible  of  your  treachery  and  base- 
ness, woe  to  the  whole  set  of  you  ! 

The  power  of  nature  and  habit  in  overcoming  impedi- 
ments, natural  or  artificial,  is  wonderful :  thus,  though  the 
gag  was  long  in  use,  John  Bull  had,  by  practice,  acquired  the 
faculty  of  speaking  pretty  loud,  and  pretty  plain,  even  with 
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it  in  his  mouth.  But  as  a  further  security  agaiust  interrup- 
tion, the  Steward  keeps  in  constant  pay  a  kind  of  keeper,  set 
over  John  Bull,  and  as  a  watcher,  spy,  or  general  accuser  of 
the  Family,  whom  some  have  called  the  Steward's  Devil ; 
but,  for  my  part,  I  would  rather  call  him  the  Steward's  Cat; 
the  office  is  too  tame  for  a  devil,  as  his  business  is  to  sit  at 
watch  for  every  peep,  motion,  or  mutter  of  any  one  of  the  Fa- 
mily ;  and  on  the  least  stir,  to  seize  the  wretchedvictims,  and  clap 
over  them  a  stone  mask,  through  which  they  can  neither  be 
heard  nor  seen,  nor  can  even  move  themselves,  for  months  and 
years  together.  One  Sir  Deputy  Gib-cat,  an  excellent 
mouser,  long  held  this  office.  In  one  point  of  view,  in  the 
present  instance,  there  may,  indeed,  be  some  propriety  in  the 
allusion  to  the  devil ;  for  as  the  devil  himself  is  supposed  to 
have  been  once  an  angel  of  light,  and  to  have  fallen  through 
ambition  and  lust  of  power,  so  this  Sir  Deputy  Gib-cat, 
through  the  same  impulse,  from  the  character  of  a  successful 
defender  of  the  persons  and  rights  of  the  Bull  Family,  has 
fallen,  or  rather  chosen  to  descend,  to  be  cat's  paw  to  the 
Steward  :  a  preference  surely  allied  to  his-  who  chose  ra- 
ther "  to  rule  in  hell,  than  serve  in  heaven  :"  as  a  reward  for 
"which  condescension,  he  is  now  become  very  plump  and  sleek, 
and  his  fur  as  fine  as  ermine. 

But  beside  the  efforts  made  by  John  himself,  some  of  the 
most  honest  and  intrepid  of  his  Family  have  spoken  pretty 
loud,  and  pretty  plainly  in  his  behalf:  for  which,  indeed,  they 
have  paid  soundly  both  in  their  persons  and  purses.  But 
those  whom  so  just  and  so  generous  a  cause  excite  and  ani- 
mate, set  at  nought  such  narrow  and  selfish  considerations  ; 
which  only  serve  to  give  wings  and  force  to  their  exposures, 
which  otherwise,  would  scarce  have  reached  beyond  the  nar- 
row circle  of  their  friends  ami  encouragers. 

And,  perhaps,  no  one  has  contributed  more  to  diffuse  the 
knowledge  of  these  insolent  and  enormous  abuses,  to  impress 
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the  necessity  of  a  reform,  or  to  accelerate  the  catastrophe  in 
which  they  must  otherwise  close,  than  the  above  Sir  Deputy 
Gib-cat,  by  his  zealous  watchfulness.     Among  those  distin- 
guished on  this   occasion,  two   Hunting-horns  have  blown 
some  pretty  loud  blasts,  which  have  not  been  without  impres- 
sion  both    on  the  Bull  Family,  and  the  Steward's  Office. 
They  have  shrewdly  examined  some  points,  which  it  was  well 
known  will  not  bear  examination.     Two   White-boys  too,  I 
believe  they  are  not  of  Brother  Pat's  Family,  in  the  character 
of  genuine  Independent  Wkiners,  have  attempted  to  maintain 
such  doctrines  as  our  present  professed  Winners,  for  we  are 
all  Winners,  are  very  unwilling  to  acquiesce  in.     One  Dar- 
kard,  too,  like  Lucus  a  non  Lncendo,  has  thrown  much  light 
on  the  subject. 

We  must  now  once  more  take  a  peep  at  the  Frankland 

affairs.     It  happened  to  poor  Jean  Frank,  as  to  an  imprudent 

heir  just  come  of  age,   fond  of  freedom,  but  incapable  of 

using  it  :  who,  not  liking  the  old  mansion  house,  determined 

to  build  a  very  fine  new  one ;  but  most  preposterously  pulled 

down  the  old  before  he  had  provided  any  other  habitation  for 

himself  and  Family  to  shelter  their  heads  under.     Just  so  it 

fared  with  the  unfortunate  Frankland  Family.  The  resolution 

being  taken  to  pull  down  and  rebuild  the  mansion  house,  of 

which  the  defects  and  faults  were,  indeed,  too  glaring,  and  too 

numerous,  the  whole  Family,  like  so  many  madmen,  on  the 

very  approach  of  a  most  threatening  and  stormy  season,  without 

the  least  provision  for  shelter  or  habitation,  set  to  pulling  down 

at  random  without  caution  or  judgment;    so  that  the  Family 

soon  not  only  had  no  house,  to  put  their  heads  in,  but  numbers 

of  them  had  been  crushed  to  death  in  the  ruins,  by  their  mad  and 

precipitate  manner  of  pulling  down  the  old  house,  by  beginning 

at  the  foundation.   But  to  quit  metaphor.  The  Franks  having 

rid  themselves   of  their  old  Steward,  in  the  manner  we  have 

related ;    and  all   the  laws,    customs,  and  authority  on   the 
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Manor  being,  as  it  were,  dissolved  at  once  ;  the  whole  Family 
seem  to  have  been  seized  with  a  kind  of  frenzy,  or  epidemical 
madness. 


Chap.  II. 


Contents.— Billy  Badspeed,  like  an  ignorant  boy,  as  he  was,  chooses 
this  state  of  tilings,  when  all  their  energies  were  aroused  even  to 
madness,  to  provoke  and  quarrel  with  the  Frankland  Family :— a 
ruinous  Lawsuit  ensues:— Who  ehosen  as  Chief  Attorney  to  condnct 
the  Cause  : — its  disastrous  Events. 

*f  OHN  BULL,  finding  no  good  was  to  be  done  with  his 
neighbour,  Frank,  in  this  untractable  state,  thought  it  best  to 
leave  him  to  himself.  But  this  state  in  which  John  Bull 
thought  tit  to  leave  his  neighbour,  was  the  very  one  in  which 
the  Steward  and  his  Cabal  thought  fit  to  take  him  up  ;  for 
now,  said  they,  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  handling  him 
to  some  purpose  :  and  to  some  purpose  they  did  handle  him  ; 
but  a  very  different  one  from  what  they  proposed. 

Had  those  conceited  meddlers  not  been  ignorant,  even  to 
infatuation  and  idiotism,  they  might  have  known  that  this 
excited  half  mad  state,  chafed  in  their  minds  like  a  bear  rob- 
bed of  her  whtlpSy  is  the  state  in  which  every  creature  is  most 
dangerous  to  be  meddled  with,  and  capable  of  exertions 
even  beyond  its  strength,  beyond  its  nature.  liut  common 
sense  is  a  qualification  not  often  to  be  found,  and  still  oftencr 
not  to  be  used,  in  the  station  we  are  treating  of  :  and  our  pre- 
sent subjects  gave  the  most  palpable  display  of  their  want  of 
it  ;  for  this  very  time  they  ch<<se  to  provoke  and  attack  the 
poor  Franks,  when  the  whole  Family  were  iu  a  state  of  the 
utmost  excitement  and  distraction. 
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As  the  ground  of  this  attack,  they  assumed,  and  set  forth, 
various  absurd  and  frivolous  reasons  or  pretences  ;  indeed, 
so  frivolous,  and  merely  assumed,  that  it  is  not  easy  now  to 
recollect  them.     One,  and  that,  perhaps,  the  most  plausible, 
was,  that  the  Franks  in  their  mad  extravagance  had  made  en- 
croachments on  neighbour  Frog's  Estate.     Another  was,  that 
the  Franks,  in  the  wildness   of  their  present  vagaries,  had 
encouraged  and  offered  aid  and  protection  to  all  persons  on 
every    neighbouring    Manor,    who    might    find    themselves 
aggrieved  or  oppressed   by  the   usurpations  or  insolence  of 
their  respective  Stewards.     Under  the  present  perverted  ad- 
ministration of  the  Bull  Stewardship,  and  in  the  present  dis- 
position of  the  Bull  Family,  it  must  be  confessed,  this,  if  not 
a  dangerous,  was  at  least  a  provoking  and  invidious  proposal. 
And  John  Bull's  Steward's   Office,  and  its  very  competent 
directors,  were  fully  aware  of  its  threatening  aspect  with  res- 
pect to  them  :  but  they  had  not  the  judgment  to  discern  that  this 
threatening  was  not  to  be  averted  by  punishing  the  Franks  ;  but 
by  conciliating  the  folk  on  their  own  Manor  :  and  instead  of 
settling  themselves,  as  common  honesty,  and  common  sense, 
would  have  dictated,  to  correct  the  striking  abuses  in  their 
own  conduct  and  management,  the  cause  of  all  their  danger; 
and  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  Family  ;  they  most  prepos- 
terously determined  to  correct  and  reform  the   very  thoughts 
and  sentiments  of  their  neighbours,  the  Franks ;  and  to  res- 
train and  punish  their  very  purposes  and  proposals :  and  pro- 
fessedly for  this  absurd  end,  actually  commenced  a  lawsuit 
against  them. 

But  all  the  professed  grounds  and  causes  of  the  present 
quarrel  and  lawsuit,  from  which  John  Bull  may  date  his  ruin, 
were  but  mere  pretexts  and  pretences.  The  real  causes  and 
motives,  were,  the  radical  hatred  and  enmity  to  liberty  inhe- 
rent in  the  nature  and  spirit  of  Stewardism ;  together  with 
the  design  of  diverting  John  Bull's  attention  and  efforts  from 
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the  striking  abuses,  and  demanded  reforms,  in  his  own  affairs, 
to  a  contest  and  competition  with  his  neighbours.  Not  but 
the  view  of  punishing  the  Franks,  and  suppressing  their 
threatening  pretensions  to  liberty,  and  Billy  Badspeed's  ambi- 
tion to  conduct  a  great  lawsuit,  had  their  weight  in  producing 
the  determination.  And  to  insult  all  reason,  justice,  and 
common  sense,  this  detestable  and  perfidious  conspiracy  for 
the  enslaving  of  men,  has  been  stiled  a  just  and  necessary 
lawsuit. 

Billy  Badspeed,  who  had  acquired  some  reputation  by  the 
surprising  proficiency  which  the  spirit  and  industry  of  the 
Bull  Family  had  made  in  recovering  themselves  after  the  dis- 
aster of  the  Columbian  quarrel,  no  doubt  thought  that  he 
wanted  nothing  to  rival  his  Father's  fame  but  the  opportunity 
of  distinguishing  himself  by  planning  and  conducting  a  great 
and  successful  lawsuit — the  favourite  object,  and  highest  ambi- 
tion, of  all  Stewards  and  their  Agents.  A  lawsuit  then  is 
determined  upon.  And  who  should  be  fixed  on  as  chief 
Attorney  to  carry  on  this  important  lawsuit?  Who,  but  a 
booby  boy,  a  Son  of  the  Steward's,  a  half-licked  Cub,  just  as 
fit  to  conduct  a  great  lawsuit,  as  the  fellow  who  never  set  a 
squadron  in  the  field,  nor  the  division  of  a  battle  knew  more 
than  a  spinster ! — to  conduct  a  great  army.  Indeed,  any  of 
his  Mother's  waiting  gentlewomen  would  have  been  as  compe- 
tent to  the  undertaking — as  much  would  have  been  expected 
from  them — and  not  less  could  have  been  done  by  them. 

It  has  been  said  that  even  Billy  Badspeed,  who  did  not 
want  perspicacity,  would  willingly  have  evaded  this  absurd 
appointment ;  as  he  was  aware,  in  the  station  in  which  he 
stood,  much  of  the  good  or  ill  success  of  the  cause  would 
unavoidably  be  placed  to  his  account.  But  his  opinion  was 
overruled  by  a  superior  influence. 

This  was,  unleed,  a  station  of  great  distinction  and  iinpor- 
iaiK'H     mid  sure  to  be  attended  with  vast  emoluments.     It  is 
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true,  such  an  appointment,  to  such  a  station,  might  cost  John 
Bull  millions  of  money,  and  the  sacrifice  of  many  noble  and 
brave  Sons  of  the  Family.  But  are  these  considerations  to 
come  in  competition  with  the  smallest  emolument,  interest, 
or  humour,  of  the  Steward's  Family?  Do  not  John  Bull,  his 
Family,  and  his  Manor,  belong  to  the  Steward  ?  Are  they  not 
his  property,  his  goods  and  chattels  ?  Do  they  not  exist 
solely  for  his  indulgence  and  pleasure,  for  the  state  and  honour 
of  him  and  his  Family  ?  And  if  thousands  and  ten  thousands 
of  them  are  sacrificed  to  these  objects — is  it  not  what  happens 
every  day  ?  and  just  as  it  should  be  ?  Does  the  opulent 
possessor  grudge  or  grieve  that  his  (locks  and  herds  are  killed 
off  to  supply  the  splendour  of  his  pompous  entertainment,  to 
furnish  the  profusion  of  his  luxurious  table,  or  to  augment 
the  stile  of  his  ostentatious  establishment  ?  ^Vill  the  Steward 
sleep  less  sound  next  night — his  Wife  or  Daughters  appear 
less  profuse  and  glittering  in  their  finery  and  dress  at  the 
next  ball — or  his  Sons  prove  less  extravagant  and  profligate  in 
their  gallantry  and  intrigues,  because  the  last  post  has  brought 
an  account  that  an  ill-conducted  trial  at  bar,  which  had  cost 
an  hundred  thousand  pounds,  has  miscarried — or  that  some 
hundreds  of  brave  fellows  of  the  Bull  Family  have  been 
knocked  on  the  head,  in  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  eject  the 
Franks  from  Nick  Frog's  Estates? 

At  all  events,  how  ever,  a  lawsuit  is  determined  upon  ;  and 
the  Young  Cub,  as  chief  Attorney,  must  conduct  it. 

It  was  so  far  fortunate  for  John  Bull  that  this  cause,  like 
many  others  in  which  he  had  been  implicated,  was  one  in 
which  his  own  interests  were  no  wise  immediately  concerned, 
beyond  the  waste  of  his  property  in  carrying  it  on.  lie  had 
no  claims  nor  demands  upon  his  neighbours  the  Franks  ;  nor 
any  trespass,  encroachments,  or  even  pretensions,  to  repel. 
The  quarrel  was  undertaken  by  the  Steward's  Cabal  merely 
out  of  resentment  for  the  Franks  having  presumed  to  meddle 
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with  the  pretensions  of  Stewards ;  who  had  now  so  long  en- 
grossed into  their  hands  the  rights,  properties,  persons, 
and  enjoyments  of  the  whole  of  their  species,  that  they  thought 
they  really  belonged  to  them.  And  the  direct  object  of  the 
cause,  was,  to  punish  men  for  attempting  to  claim,  and  assert 
any  right,  property,  or  interest,  in  themselves  :  and,  because, 
through  the  most  palpable  ignorance  of  nature  and  her  laws, 
they  thought  this  excited  stale  of  the  Franks  a  favourable  op- 
portunity for  doing  them  mischief.  And  it  is  more  than  con- 
jectured that  a  combination  was  entered  into  with  some  of 
the  neighbouring  Stewards,  as  unprincipled  as  themselves, 
to  divide  and  portion  out  among  them  the  whole  of  the 
Frankland  Manor.  And  the  deed  in  writing  of  this  partition 
is,  1  believe,  still  on  record.  * 

As  there  was  no  adversary  nor  opponent  to  be  found  at 
home,  within  the  precincts  of  the  Albion  Manors,  it  became 
necessary  to  go  abroad  in  quest  of  one.  The  lawsuit  was  of 
course  to  be  carried  on  entirely  in  the  Courts  on  Terrafirm. 
Thus  John  Bull,  as  we  have  said,  had  no  real  concern  in  the 
cause,  but  to  bear  the  expence.  And  as  he  could  have  de- 
rived no  advantage  from  its  greatest  success  ;  so  he  might 
have  suffered  little  injury  from  its  entire  miscarriage,  had  not 
that  expence  been  boundless  even  to  ruin.  The  Steward's 
Cabal  ha\ing  pledged  him  to  support  nut  only  his  own  ex- 
pence  but  that  of  the  whole  combination ;  for  which  purpose 
his  money  was  lavished  away  by  millions. 

The  Cub,  then,  and  his  corps  of  lawyers  being  transferred 
to  Terrafirm,  their  tirst  object  was  to  repel  some  incroach- 
ments  and  trespasses  of  the  Franks  upon  Nick  Frog's  and 
the  neighbouring  Estates.  No  doubt  a  fair  and  laudable 
undertaking,  had  it  been  either  necessary  or  practicable.  But 
besides  being  an  enterprise  which  their  leader  was  altogetlu  i 
incompetent  to  conduct;  no  lawsuit  was  necessary  to  obtain 

*  'flic  Treaties  of  I'ilnitz  and  l'avia. — 1'rct.  Com. 
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the  object ;  the  Franks,  to  avoid  a  quarrel  with  John  Bull 
at  this  time,  having  made  proposals  to  retract  their  encroach- 
ments, and  compensate  the  trespass.  But  in  vain.  Nothing 
could  divert  Badspeed  and  the  Cabal  from  so  promising  a 
project,  in  their  conception,  as  a  quarrel  and  lawsuit  at  this 
time  with  the  Franks.  And  the  event  was,  instead  of  an  oc- 
casional trespass  on  Frog's  Manor,  to  put  the  Franks  in  full 
possession  of  the  whole  Estate,  together  with  many  neighbour- 
ing Manors,  to  which  they  before  made  no  pretensions. 

But  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  different  processes  of 
this  absurd,  blind,  abortive,  impious,  execrable  undertaking, 
would  be  grating  and  disgusting  to  every  ear,  mortifying  and 
painful  to  every  heart,  that  had  the  least  feeling  for  the  inte- 
rest or  honour  of  the  Bull  Family,  or  natural  sentiment  of 
common  humanity. 

Suffice  it  to  say,  that  after  various  disgraces,  blunders, 
non-suits,  doubtful  issues,  adverse  verdicts — -and,  as  in  all 
such  cases  of  trespass  and  ejectment,  club-law  is  often  more 
recurred  to  than  justice  or  reason — after  a  thousand  beat- 
ings, bastinadoings,  duckings,  and  drubbings,  wherever  they 
came — after  more  than  half  the  Cub's  lawyers  had  got  their 
brains  beat  out  and  their  bones  broken,  and  been  absolutely 
basted  to  death,  the  remainder  got  themselves  into  a  kind  of 
lobs-pound  ;  from  whence  another  lawyer  of  tried  capacity 
was  sent  to  replevy,  and  fetch  them  home. 

Arrived  at  home  ;  notwithstanding  all  that  had  hapyerjed, 
the  Cub  could  shew  his  face  with  unblushing  confidence,  and 
was  received  by  his  Family  with  most  flattering  complacency 
and  fond  gratulation.  And  why  should  he  not  r  Though 
the  cause  be  lost,  the  lawyer  is  paid.  And  whatever  disasters 
had  befallen  his  under  clerks  and  scriveners,  the  Lad  had 
saved  his  own  bacon  and  secured  his  fees.  Y\  hat  is  it  to  a 
Steward,  or  a  Stewards  Family,  that  his  employer's  property 
has  been  wasted,  a  number  of  the  bravest  Sons  of  his  Family 
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sacrificed,  and  his  name  and  character  disgraced  and  insulted? 
Do  any  of  these  things  reach  the  Steward  ?  Is  not  his 
possession  of  the  man  and  his  family  still  as  secure  as  ever  ? 
Had  the  Steward  in  the  present  instance,  any  reason  to  fear 
that  his  next  application  to  the  Palaverium  for  money  would 
be  less  readily  complied  with;  or  the  Junto  and  their  merce- 
nary prostitutes  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold,  on  whom  they 
depended  for  all  their  purposes,  would  be  less  steady  in  their 
attachment,  while  there  was  enough  left  to  pay  them  ?  Would 
their  own  appointments  and  salaries  be  diminished,  or  less 
regularly  paid,  on  account  of  these  disasters  ? 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  take  notice,  that  even  be- 
fore Agricol  and  his  Agents  had  commenced  their  lawsuit 
against  the  Franks,  a  conspiracy,  to  which  we  have  already 
alluded,  had  been  formed  against  them  by  three  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Stewards,  Frank  South,  Fad  Pruss,  and  Kate  Buss, 
on  nearly  the  same  principles  of  jealousy  and  resentment  upon 
which  the  Albion  Cabal  acted  ;  but  with  further  views  than 
they  durst  openly  avow.  For  beside  the  motive  of  punishing 
and  suppressing  all  opposition  to  Stewards  and  Stewardism  ; 
the  conspirators  had  agreed  to  share  among  themselves  the 
FYanks,  and  the  whole  Fraukland  Estates  and  Manors  of  im- 
mense extent  and  value.  How  far  Agricol  and  the  Junto 
were  concerned  as  sharers  in  this  partition  is  not  ascertained ; 
that  they  were  consulted  in,  and  conscious  approvers  of  the 
conspiracy,   can  admit  of  no  doubt. 

The  other  three  conspirators  had  their  estates  and  connec- 
tions on  Terrafirm,  lying  all  around  the  Fraukland  Manor, 
and  could  with  great  conveniency  and  advantage  occupy  and 
possess  each  his  own  share.  But  John  l>u!l,  in  whose  name, 
and  at  vvhose  expence  only  Agricol  could  take  any  part  in  the 
business,  being  entirely  separated  from  Teiralirm  both  by 
wtuatiou  and  interest,  was  so  far  from  desiring  to  possess  any 
jKirt  of  the  Fraukland   Fstute  ;  that,  taught  by  ancient  e.vpe- 
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nence,  every  person  of  sound  understanding  and  plain  honesty 
in  the  Family  would  obstinately  have  resisted  any  such  acqui- 
sition. If,  therefore,  Agricol  was  to  be  a  partaker  in  this 
appointment,  it  must  have  been  in  favour  of  his  own  personal 
interest ;  and  the  accession  was  to  be  made  to  his  Terrafirmal 
or  Family  possessions.  To  these,  no  doubt,  a  due  proportion 
of  the  Frankland  Manor  would  have  been  an  invaluable  acqui- 
sition. This  might  perhaps  enable  some  future  Steward  to 
make  himself  as  absolutely  master  of  the  Bull  Family  and 
Manor,  as  the  other  partitioners  already  were  of  their  respec- 
tive Manors  and  the  people  upon  them.  But  these  were 
objects  which  it  might,  at  this  time,  have  been  dangerous  to 
avow;  or  even  to  have  incurred  the  suspicion  of.  Hence  a 
vail  of  mystery  still  hangs  over  these  transactions. 

The  other  three  partitioners  were  confessedly  the  greatest 
and  most  absolute  tyrants  and  oppressors  in  the  whole  coun- 
try round ;  and  indeed  no  better  than  common  robbers.  And 
had  they  succeeded  in  their  present  scheme,  they  would  have 
had  the  whole  of  Terrafirm ;  and,  with  the  combination  of 
the  Bull  watercraft,  almost  the  whole  of  Terra- cognita,  at 
their  mercy.  They  had  but  a  little  before  seized  upon,  and 
divided  among  themselves,  the  large  and  fine  Manor  of  Polo- 
nia,  possessed  by  their  good  friend  Gusty  Sassan;  to  which 
they  had  no  other  claim,  but  that  it  was  in  their  power  to  do 
it.  Of  these  three,  the  most  prompt  and  prominent  was  Fad 
Pruss ;  who  always  kept  in  pay  a  large  train  of  bravos  and 
banditti,  ready  at  his  call  for  any,  even  the  most  desperately 
wicked  enterprise.  He  had,  indeed,  fully  adopted  that  grand 
Stewardic  principle,  that  the  world  and  the  men  in  it  were 
made  for  Stewards  :  and  that  power  to  possess  themselves  of 
any  portion  of  it,  was  always  a  sufficient  reason  and  right  for 
doing  so. 

This  Fad,  then,  was  the  first  of  the  partitioners  to  put  his 
trained  banditti  in  motion  towards  the  Frankland  Manor ; 
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and  even  before  the  partition  was  settled,  had  made  consider- 
able advances  upou  it.  Indeed,  this  Fad  was,  as  we  have 
said,  no  better  than  a  freebooter,  or  land  pirate,  ready  to 
seize  whatever  fell  in  his  way ;  and  equally  void  of  honour 
as  of  honesty.  This  will  particularly  appear  from  one  tran- 
saction : — when  Agricol  and  his  Cabal  had  determined  to  go 
to  law  with  the  Franks,  and  the  Cub  and  his  train  were  to  be 
sent  to  prosecute  the  suit,  according  to  constant  custom,  ever 
smce  the  accession  of  the  Handover  race  to  the  Albion  Stew- 
ardship, that  in  all  lawsuits  on  Terrafirm,  almost  every  Stew- 
ard must  have  a  retaining  fee  from  John  Bull,  Fad  was 
the  first  to  put  in  his  claim  for  a  sop ;  and  a  good  substantial 
one  was  agreed  for.  Fad  now  affected  to  be  in  a  great  bus- 
tle of  preparation,  proposing  to  act  with  redoubled  vigour,  till 
the  day  that  he  received  the  last  payment  of  John  Bull's  re- 
taining fee  ;  and  the  very  next  day,  publicly  declared,  without 
a  blush  or  apology,  that  he  had  already  settled  all  quarrels  and 
differences  with  the  Franks,  and  would  be  concerned  in  no 
lawsuit  nor  proceedings  against  them. 

This  transaction  was,  no  doubt,  perfectly  in  character  with 
Fad.  But  it  is  certainly  singular,  that  neither  Agricol  nor 
his  Agents  ever  pretended  either  to  resent,  or  complain  of 
such  a  palpable  piece  of  villany.  It  is  true,  Fad  was  Agri- 
col's  kinsman  ;  and  the  whole  affair  was  only  so  much  money 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  Bull  Family  into  those  of  the 
Bruntwick  :  and  probably  Agricol  was  no  wise  displeased 
with  the  transaction  ;  it  was  only  according  to  the  constant 
practice  of  the  present  race  of  Stewards,  to  let  slip  no  occa- 
sion of  transferring  and  diffusing  the  wealth  of  John  Bull 
among  their  Terratirmal  connections  and  relations;  who  are 
very  numerous,  most  of  them  very  poor  anil  very  proud,  and 
all  of  them  perfectly  insatiable. 

Perhaps  the  maxim,  that  honesty  is  always  the  best  policy, 
might  deserve  some  attention  ev«n  among  Steward's ;  at  least 
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the  instance  now  in  hand  would  seem  to  insinuate  as  much  J 
since  this  same  Fad,  who  so  long  as  he  had  any  will  or  power  of 
his  own,  continued  to  act  the  part  we  have  described,  and  to 
play  fast  and  loose  with  every  party  in  the  present  quarrel,  soon 
became  the  most  abject  debased  vassal,  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Franks,  end  their  chieftain,  the  celebrated  Microcorn. 

But  to  resume  the  thread  of  our  Memoirs.  It  was  some 
time  after  the  Cub's  return  from  his  last  expedition  to  Terra- 
firm,  that  another  tempting  opportunity,  as  it  was  thought,  of 
ejecting  the  Franks  from  Nick  Frog's  Estate  seemed  to  offer 
itself :  for  in  consequence  of  the  hopeful  lawsuit  undertaken 
by  Agricol  and  his  Agents,  the  Franks  had  now  seized  the 
whole  of  Frog's  Manor  into  their  hand.  Now,  however,  an 
action  of  ejectment  was,  with  great  hopes  of  success,  de- 
termined upon  for  its  recovery.  And  that  the  Cub  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  recovering  also  his  lost  reputation,  it 
was  determined  that  he  should  again  conduct  it :  but  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  further  disgrace  falling  upon  him,  it 
was  thought  right  to  send  before  some  able  and  experienced 
lawyers,  to  arrange  the  proceedings,  commence  the  action, 
and  put  tilings  in  a  sure  train.  For  this  purpose,  Overcromb 
and  Moorcock,  two  lawyers  of  distinguished  capacity,  were 
dispatched  with  suitable  assistants,  and  began  proceedings 
with  great  success  :  and  so  fair  and  certain  was  the  prospect 
of  a  favourable  issue,  that  on  the  news,  the  Cub,  jealous  least 
his  precursors  si  o.iid  intercept  some  part  of  the  honour, 
hasted  with  impatience  to  the  scene  of  action  ;  and  with  su- 
percilious self-importance,  at  once  assumed  the  conduct  of 
the  suit  wholly  into  his  own  hand.  And  alas  !  it  was  soon 
found  into  what  hands  it  had  got.  In  order  to  claim  to  him- 
self the  whole  merit  of  the  final  success  anticipated,  and, 
indeed,  every  thing  but  secured,  it  was  thought  necessary  to 
make  some  material  change  in  the  arrangement  of  the  pro- 
cess ;  and  this  was  done  without  so  much  as  consulting  the 
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able  lawyers  by  whom  it  had  originally  been  arranged.  The 
consequence  was,  in  the  very  first  point  upon  which 
issue  was  joined,  the  whole  proceedings  were  thrown  into 
confusion  ;  and  the  defendant  having  put  in  a  demurrer  to 
which  the  plaintiff  was  never  able  to  make  a  satisfactory 
reply,  the  poor  Cub  was  in  this  stage  of  the  business  non- 
suited, even  without  the  necessity  of  a  rejoinder  on  the  part 
of  the  defendant ;  and  had  not  his  coadjutors,  Overcromb 
and  Moorcock,  by  their  superior  judgment  and  abilities, 
brought  him  off,  they  had  all  been  arrested  and  detained 
for  costs.  The  Cub  returned  safe  and  sound  to  his  Family, 
with  the  same  satisfied  sang  froid  as  before :  and  whatever 
it  might  have  cost  John  Bull,  no  harm  was  supposed  to  be 
done  ;  though  numbers  of  his  brave  sons  never  returned. 

The  Cub's  capacity  for  efficient  practice  in  law  must  now 
be  allowed  to  be  no  longer  equivocal.  But  while  so  much 
money  and  emolument  was  lavishing  upon  lawsuits,  it  was 
still  resolved  that  a  large  portion  of  it  should  centre  in  the 
Steward's  Family.  But  as  it  could  scarce  possibly  be  again 
proposed  to  the  Cub  to  put  him  immediately  in  any  active  or 
efficient  station  of  the  law,  it  was  determined  to  constitute 
him  Lawyer  General,  and  to  put  all  lawyers,  law  appoint- 
ments, and  law  proceedings,  in  short,  all  {lie  law  concerns  of 
the  united  Manors  of  Albion,  Caltdon,  Erin,  and  their  im- 
portant dependencies,  under  the  authority,  and  at  the  disposal, 
of  this  tried  and  distinguished  lawyer,  [n  this  appointment, 
sitting  at  home,  while  actual  lawsuits  were  carried  on  only 
abroad,  it  might  be  thought  he  could  do  no  great  harm  :  but 
this  would  really  be  a  very  false  conclusion  ;  for  so  shameful 
and  abandoned  were  the  practices  carried  on  in  his  Lawyer- 
General's  office,  that  active;  employments,  and  important  ap- 
pointments, were  permitted  to  be  disposed  of  by  his  pimps 
and  pandars ;  and  his  favourite  feny^lc  paramour  was  accus- 
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tomed  to  sell  for  money,  as  part  of  her  professional  perqui- 
sites, distinguished  stations  in  the  law  department. 

Scenes  of  this  kind  at  length  became  so  notorious  and  dis- 
graceful, that  some  persons  in  the  Palaverium  found  it  expe- 
dient to  lay  the  matter  before  Mrs.  Bull's  Office.  In  conse- 
quence of  which,  a  most  base,  shameful,  and  profligate  train 
of  facts  were  brought  to  light,  and  fully  exposed  ;  and  though 
all  the  world  cried  shame  upon  the  transactions  and  all  the 
parties  engaged  in  them  ;  though  there  was  not  one  person  in 
the  Bull  Family  who  did  not  acqinesce  in  this  sentiment,  and 
see  and  know  where  the  guilt  and  infamy  lay  ;  yet  did  Mrs. 
Bull's  Office  find  the  Cub  perfectly  innocent ;  nay,  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  facts  performed  by  his  direct  order,  and  ex- 
pressly sanctioned  by  letters  laid  before  them  in  his  own  hand 
writing. 

Such  a  decision  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  scarce  less  aban- 
doned and  infamous  than  the  original  transactions  themselves. 
But  in  pronouncing  it  so,  we  must  hesitate.  It  must  be 
considered  that  this  decision  was  according  to  constant  prece- 
dent of  late  years ;  that  whatever  came  before  the  Palaverium 
in  which  the  mind  and  sentiments  of  the  Steward  and  Steward's 
Office  were  decidedly  known,  or  might  be  conjectured,  the 
decision  must  infallibly  pass  according  to  that  mind  and  senti- 
ment. Of  this,  numerous  instances  might  be  produced  ;  *  not 
that  they  pretended  to  determine  the  good  or  evil,  right  or 
wrong,  of  such  matters  ;  that  in  many  instances,  such  as  the 
present,  was  too  plain  and  palpable  to  admit  of  any  hesitation 
or  doubt.  But  a  majority  of  them  in  number  being  the  re- 
tained pandars  and  prostitutes  of  the  Steward's  Office,  kept 
and  paid  for  the  express  purpose  of  such  decisions,  good  or 
evil,  right  or  wrong,  was  a  point  they  had  no  concern  with  ; 

*  Mr.  H— st— ing's  Trial.  L— id  M— 1— v— lie's  Trial.  The  present 
instance  ; — the  Walchereu  Enquiry,  &c.  &c. — Prct.  Com. 
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their  business  was  to  perform  the  service  they  were  kept  and 
paid  for;  which  they  generally  did  very  faithfully  and  con*, 
cientiously. 

But  notwithstanding  the  Cub's  acquittal  iu  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office,  the  facts  brought  to  light  were  too  gross  and  glaring 
for  him  to  be  able  to  stand  the  public  eye.  He,  therefore, 
very  wisely  chose  to  resign  his  important  appointment  of. 
Lawyer  .General,  and  to  retire  awhile  from  observation;  a, 
step,  not  less  prudent  on  his  part,  than  grateful  to  the  Bull; 
Family.  Thus  conscience  does  make  cowards,  even  of, 
Cubs! 


Chap.    III. 

Contents. — The  state  of  the  Frankland  Manor  presents  an  important 
Admonition  both  to  Stewards  and  Landlords.— The  Franks  fall  into, 
the  hands  of  one  Microcom,  a  Mighty  Hunter ;  who  having  claimed, 
whipt,  and  trained  them  to  an  obedient  Pack,  has  with  them  hunted 
down  the  whole  Country.—  Further  Progress  and  Parties  in  the  Law- 
suit : — all  get  out  of  it  but  John  T5nll :— the  Mystery  explained,  why 
John  Bull,  of  all  Parties  the  least  interested  in  Terratirmal  Quarrels, 
is  always  the  first  to  get  into,  and  the  last  to  get  out  of  them. 

TT  E  will  now  once  more  cast  a  glance  at  the  Frankland 
affairs,  and  mark  what  situation  we  lind  them  iu ;  especially 
as  the  view  may  afford  an  important  admonition  and  example 
both  to  Landlords  and  Stewards.  To  Stewards  it  may  sug- 
gest a  hint, — that  however  patient  and  passive  the  Folk  on 
any  Manor  may  be,  it  may  still  be  prudent  to  use  some  mo- 
deration in  their  rapacity  and  usurpations  ;  to  set  some  bounds 
to  their  perversion  of  the  laws  and  customs  of  their  Manors, 
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and  to  the  depravation  and  corrupting  of  the  people  upon 
them.  It  may  shew  them,  that  there  is  a  degree  of  perver- 
sion, beyond  which  no  social  system  can  subsist ;  a  degree  of 
depravation  and  debasement  in  character  and  manners,  beyond 
which,  no  people  can  exist ;  a  degree  of  oppression  and  rapa- 
city, beyond  which,  mortals  cannot  bear ;  a  point,  where  no 
authority  or  order  can  be  preserved ;  but  all  must  sink  into 
ruin  and  destruction,  to  the  extinction  of  the  very  name  and 
being  of  its  wretched  authors.  At  this  price  even  the  imbe- 
cile and  harmless  Lewis  Seizieme  expiated  the  folly  and 
crimes  of  his  depraved  predecessors. 

To  Landlords  and  all  the  holders  on  a  Manor,  the  fate  of 
the  Franks  may  give  warning  to  set  some  bounds  to  their  in- 
dulgence, complaisance,  and  confidence,  in  their  Stewards : 
but  still,  however  depraved,  rapacious,  or  perfidious,  these 
Stewards  may  become,  however  corrupted  or  perverted  the 
customs  and  constitutions  of  their  Manor,  to  proceed  with 
caution  and  circumspection  in  correcting  them :  and  not 
like  the  Franks,  to  pull  down  their  old  mansion  house  before 
they  have  provided  a  new  one  to  shelter  themselves  in ;  but 
rather  to  repair  the  old  one  betimes,  part  by  part,  beginning 
where  most  necessary  ;  taking  care  not  to  touch  foundations. 
This  necessary  precaution,  the  Franks,  altogether  unexpe- 
rienced in  such  undertakings,  had  entirely  neglected  ;  but  the 
ruinous  state,  and  bad  construction,  of  their  old  mansion 
being  evident,  and  indisputable,  to  work  they  went,  in  pulling 
down  ;  and  beginning  with  the  foundation,  soon  brought  the 
whole  fabric  about  their  ears.  It  is  true,  their  builders  and 
best  architects  had  set  about  planning  and  building  another ; 
and  for  some  time  they  proceeded  with  good  success ;  and 
the  plan  they  went  upon  promised  well :  but  where  there  is 
no  house  nor  home,  there  can  be  little  order  or  authority  pre- 
served in  a  Family.  Thus,  the  whole  Frank  Family,  without 
house  or  hold,  head  or  master,  running  about  the  country  in 
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rags  and  idleness,  became  wild  and  almost  savage  :  and  being 
set  on  and  instigated  by  one  Robertstone,  and  other  desperate 
and  ill-designing  persons,  especially  by  the  partisans  and  adr 
herents  of  the  old  Stewardical  Family,  they  set  themselves  to 
destroy  and  pull  down  every  thing  that  was  done  towards  a 
new  building  by  the  sensible  and  well-disposed  part  of  the 
Family  :  and  in  short,  proceeded  to  the  utmost  excesses  of 
madness,  rage,  and  cruelty,  against  one  another.  At  last,  one 
Microkeros,  or  Microcorn,  *  a  daring  dexterous  wight,  finding 
the  Franks  running  about  wild,  without  a  home,  head,  or 
owner,  like  a  pack  of  hounds  broke  loose  from  the  huntsman  ; 
he,  by  means  of  a  set  of  practised  trainers  and  whippers-in, 
drew,  or  drove  them  together ;  and  brought  them  to  so 
much  docility,  that  no  man  ever  was  master  of  a  more  faith- 
ful and  obedient  pack.  The  Franks,  surely,  have  some- 
thing of  the  spaniel  in  their  character, — a  propensity  to 
fawn  on  him  that  beats  them,  and  to  lick  the  hand  that  strikes 
them.  To  their  old  owners,  the  Baboons,  they  carried  this 
fawning  propensity  as  far  as  it  could  go  ;  till  provoked  to 
madness  by  their  merciless  masters,  they  turned  upon  them 
and  tore  them  in  pieces. 

In  the  mean  time  the  law  proceedings  for  the  dispossession 
of  the  Franks,  and  sharing  their  Estate  had  turned  out  the 
very  reverse  of  what  the  aggressors  intended.  For  th* 
Franks,  to  do  them  justice,  whatever  mad  pranks  they  might 
choose  to  play  among  themselves,  took  care  not  only  to  keep 
their  neighbours  at  bay,  but  even  to  chastise  them  soundly, 
for  their  folly  in  choosing  the  very  time  when  their  every 
energy  was  aroused  and  in  full  action,  to  provoke  and  attack 

*  Though  the  learned  Reader  will  easily  perceive  that  this  term  alludes 
to  the  Utile  Horn  of  Daniel;  yet  it  may  not  imply  that  this  is  the  real 
character  there  described;  but  may  be  a  mere  allusion,  on  account  of 
•'  amouth  speaking  great  things,  and  a  look  more  stout  than  his  fellows ;  aud 
of  the  great  ones  that  have  been  cast  down  by  him."— Editor. 
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them.  Thus  the  aggressors  were  not  only  non-suited,  or  cast 
in  every  action,  but  their  aggression  having  given  the  Franks 
a  fair  occasion,  they  seized  possession  of,  and  added  to  their 
own  Manor,  a  number  of  large  Farms,  Estates,  and  Tracts  of 
land,  lying  around  them  on  all  sides,  mostly  belonging  either 
to  those  aggressors,  or  to  their  friends,  clients,  or  copy-hol- 
ders, under  them.  Among  the  most  important  of  these 
were  Nick  Frog's  Estates;  a  most  valuable  and  well  culti- 
vated Tract  of  land,  called  Flat-plains,  belonging  to  Squire 
South  ;  the  Manor  of  Mountain-foot,  with  many  others  :  all 
of  which  they  have  formally  annexed  to  their  own  Manor  of 
Frank]  and. 

As  to  the  aggressors  themselves, — Fad  Pruss,  as  we  have 
said,  had  long  played  fast  and  loose  with  all  parties,  in  the 
most  shameful  manner,  till  Microcorn,  master  of  the  Franks, 
provoked  by  his  duplicity,  entered  upon  his  Estate,  and  re- 
duced him  to  the  most  abject  dependance,  vassalage,  and 
drudgery,  without  so  much  as  a  house  to  put  his  head  in  but 
by  indulgence. 

Squire  South,  far  from  now  pretending  to  share  out  the 
Frankland  Manor,  found  himself  unable  to  defend  his  own  ; 
but  still  obstinately  resisted  all  concession  and  submission. 
At  last,  in  a  close  scuffle  with  Microcorn  and  his  Franks,  he 
and  his  people  got  so  mauled,  ducked,  and  drubbed,  that  he 
Mas  left  prostrate,  wallowing  in  the  mire,  and  in  a  most  pitiful 
and  desperate  plight ;  which  seems  to  have  moved  the  com- 
passion even  of  Microcorn  himself,  though  not  much  used  to 
the  melting  mood.  In  this  condition,  seemingly  past  recovery, 
Microcorn  raised  him  up,  set  him  on  his  feet,  spoke  comfort- 
ably to  him,  had  him  washed  and  cleaned,  applied  plaisters  to 
his  sores,  had  his  battered  scull  trepanned,  and  two  or  three 
broken  bones  set.  While  employed  in  this  charitable  work, 
Microcorn  chanced  to  cast  an  eve  on  one  of  the  Squire's 
Daughters,  a  plump,  rosy-lipped,  luscious  lass  ;  who  was  busy 
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assisting  about  her  Father,  a-,  d  perhaps  could  not  avoid 
throwing  a  favourable  glance  on  one  so  kindly  employed. 
This  Nymph  he  afterward  married  ;  and  the  Squire  was 
permitted  to  live  quietly  on  the  remains  of  his  own  Estates, 
under  a  kind  of  honourable  vassalage  to  his  son-in-law. 

Kate  Russ  had  been  dead  some  time.  Her  successors 
have  had  some  rough  scuffles  with  Microcorn  ;  but  do  not,  I 
believe,  now  pretend  to  any  share  in  the  Manor  of  the  Franks. 
But  as  lying  at  a  distance,  and  less  intimately  connected  with 
our  subject  we  will  pass  them  over  at  present. 

Thus,  all  the  parties  in  this  conspiracy,  John  Bull  excepted, 
had,  after  paying  soundly  for  the.r  folly,  got  their  heads  out 
of  the  snare ;  and  poor  Bull,  by  the  obstinacy  of  the  Stew- 
ard's Cabal,  was  left  to  struggle  in  it  alone. 

About  this  time,  after  having  in  their  just  and  necessary 
lawsuit,  wasted  some  millions  of  John  Bull's  money,  and  sacri- 
ficed some  millions  of  men  of  his  Family,  a  conviction  of  their 
folly  being  forced  upon  them  by  facts,  the  only  argument 
which  they  were  capable  of  understanding,  the  Junto  made 
some  efforts  to  extricate  themselves  from  their  woeful  plight, 
by  sending  messengers  to  propose  a  composition  of  the  law- 
suit. But  now  the  Franks  were  as  insolent  in  their  turn,  as 
the  Bull  Steward's  Office  had  lately  been,  when  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  quarrel  the  Franks  sent  one  Chovalong  to 
make  concessions,  and  to  deprecate  a  lawsuit.  The  Albion 
messengers  were  now  braved,  bullied,  huffed,  and  insulted  ; 
as  having  come  without  understanding  their  errand  ;  were  or- 
dered to  go  home  again,  and  come  back  when  they  had 
better  learned  their  lesson.  In  short,  nothing  could  exceed 
the  insolence  and  contempt  with  which  the  Hull  message 
and  messengers  were  treated  and  limited  off  the  Frank  land 
Manor;  nor  the  haughty  and  humiliating  demands  made  in 
order  even  to  admit  proposals  for  a  composition.  * 
*  Negotiations  at  Lisle. — I'ret.  Com. 
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The  Bull  Family  were  not  used  to  submit  to  insults  ;  so 
it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  proceed.  And  now,  in- 
deed, the  process  might  with  some  reason  be  called  A  Nec«&- 
sary  Lawsuit ;  for  now  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  get  out 
of  it. 

It  may  seem  strange  and  unaccountable,  that  John  Bull, 
who,  from  the  insular  situation  of  his  Manor,  had  the  least 
possible  connection  with  the  quarrels  and  lawsuits  on  Terra- 
firm  ;  nay,  to  whose  interest  and  security  these  quarrels  might 
greatly  contribute,  had  he  the  common  sense  to  keep  himself 
quiet,  and  stand  clear  of  them  ;  was  generally  the  first  to  get 
in,  and  the  last  to  get  out  of  them :  and  not  only  so  ;  but 
of  the  rest  engaged  in  them,  one  side  or  other,  for  the  most 
part,  found  means  to  carry  on  their  own  lawsuits  at  his  ex- 
pence,  and  with  his  money.  This  is  a  mystery  that  it  may  be 
worth  while  to  look  a  little  into. 

In  the  course  of  these   Memoirs,  we  have  already  taken 
notice,  that  in  almost  every  Manor  on  Terrafirm,  the  Stewards 
had  got  not  only  the  management  of  the  income  of  the  Es- 
tates, but  even  the  immediate  possession  and  acknowledged 
right  of   property,  into  their  own  hands.     Whereas  on  the 
Albion  Manors,  though  the  wealth  and  income  were,  per- 
haps, more  effectually  at  the  disposal  of  the  Steward  than  in 
any  Manor  on  .Terrafirm;  yet,  by  the  custom  and  constitu- 
tion of  the  Manor,  the  possession  and  acknowledged  right  are 
still  indisputably  in  John  Bull  himself  and  his  Family.     This 
difference  will,  1  think,  sufficiently  unfold  the  mystery  in  hand. 
While  the   other   Stewards   on    Terrafirm    are    wasting   the 
wealth  and  people  on  their  Manors,  in  quarrels  and  lawsuits, 
they  are  sensible  they  are  wasting  what  is  immediately  and 
directly  their  own;  and  what,  if  not  so  wasted,  will   remain 
their  own,  and  may  be  otherwise   used    and  employed  for 
their  advantage  or  pleasure.     On  the  contrary,  the  Albion 
Steward  is  sensible,  that  he  not  only  spends  nothing  of  his 
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own  in  these  lawsuits,  but  that  they  afford  him  and  his  Junto 
the  most  plausible  pretence,  and  most  effectual  means,  of 
getting  the  wealth  and  property  of  the  Family  into  their  hands  ; 
and  of  hence  diffusing  it  in  behalf  of  his  Friends  and  Family 
-interests  on  Terrafirm. 

Besides,  if  the  Stewards  on  other  Manors  are  resolved  to 
have  the  money  of  the  teuants,  they  must  get  it  by  what 
means  they  can ;  and  sometimes  neither  art  nor  authority 
can  accomplish  their  purpose.  Whereas,  on  the  Albion  Ma- 
nor, by  means  of  a  prostitute  Palaverium,  the  mere  word  or 
will  of  the  Steward  is  all-sufficient  for  every  purpose  ;  is 
able  to  command  the  last  shilling  the  folk  are  possessed  of, 
and  to  take  their  bed  from  under  him,  if  they  have  not  the 
money. 

And  as  the  Steward  has  the  sole  conducting  and  manage- 
ment of  lawsuits,  as  well  as  the  right  of  commencing  them, 
committed  to  him  ;  and  as  all  monies  voted  for  them,  and  ex- 
pended under  pretence  of  them,  pass  through  his  hands,  and 
those  of  the  Cabal  that  constantly  adhere  to  him,  it  will  no 
longer  be  matter  of  wonder  or  mystery  that  they  are  so  fond 
of  lawsuits.     And  though  they  are  by  custom  obliged  to  give 
in  to  Mrs.   Bull's  Houshold  Office  a  list  of  the  objects  of 
expenditure,  and  an  estimate  of  the  money  wanted  ;  yet,  as 
these  estimates  are  to  be  audited,  where  their  own  pandars  and 
prostitutes    bear  such   an   unlimited   sway  ;    ami   where    the 
Steward's  Major  Dorao  directs  and  orders  every  thing,  they 
are  become  a  mere  form,  and  little  better  than  a  mere  farce; 
and  of  what   passes  through  their  hands,  it  will  generally  be 
found,  that  under  various  clokes  and  pretences  one  half  sticks 
to  their  fingers.      Indeed,  strictly  speaking,  the  whole   ulti- 
mately   centers   with  themselves  and   adherents  :     for   every 
office  and  appointment  for  which  money  can  be  expended,  is 
invariably  confined  only  to  themselves  and  their  friends.    And 
as   no   merit,   or  justice  oi  claim,  can   obtain   the   smallest 
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place  or  appointment  for  one  who  is  suspected  of  preferring  the 
interest  of  the  Family  to  that  of  the  Steward's  Junto ;  so,  no 
demerit,  or  depravity  of  character,  can  exclude  any  one  from 
the  most  important  trust,  who  belongs  to  the  party,  and  is 
ready  to  sacrifice  every  thing  to  the  interest  and  designs  of 
the   Steward's  Office.     Hence,  we  every  day  hear  of  such 
going  off  with  thousands  and  ten  thousands  of  John  Bull's 
money  in  their  hands,  unaccounted  for.     But  as  these  are  all 
the  connections  of  the  Steward's  good  and  trusty  friends,  sel- 
dom any  thing  more  is  heard  of  the  matter:  it  is  only  so 
much  of  John   Bull's  money  gone ;    but  that  is  nothing  to 
those  who  dispose  of  the  money,  or   those  to  serve  whom 
such  villains  were  trusted.     John  Bull  must  make  up  the  de- 
ficiency ;  and  there  is  no  more  to  be  said  about  it.     Thus, 
not  an  appointment  in  the  law  department,  not  an  office  in 
the  magistracy  on  the   Manor,  not  a  place  in  the  Steward's 
Houshold,  not  a  function  or  charge  in  the  economy  of  the 
Manor  or  Family,  not  even  the  place  of  an  assistant  clerk  in 
a  scrivener's  office,  of  a  turnspit  in  the  Steward's  kitchen,  or 
a  groom  in  his  stable,  can  be  obtained  or  held  but  by  the 
friends,  connections,  and  supporters  of  the  Steward  and  his 
Cabal ;  especially  by  such  as  can  support  the  Commerce  of 
Prostitution  in  Mrs.   Bull's  Houshold;  that  primum  mobile 
in  all  the  Steward's  operations  :  besides  a  thousand  merely 
nominal  places,  to  which  no  function  or  performance  what- 
soever belongs,  except  that  of  receiving  an  immense  stipend 
for  the   purpose  of  supporting  the  power  and  influence  of 
the  Steward's  Office,  are  all  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Steward's  Agents  ;  and  invariably  disposed  of  to  their  friends 
and  abettors. 

Ihese  facts  considered,  it  is  a  strict  and  literal  truth,  that 
every  penny  the  Steward  and  his  Agents  can  find  a  pretence 
to  draw  out  of  John  Bull's  pocket  they  put  into  their  own, 
or  those  of  their  friends  and  supporters.     And  while  John 
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Bull  is  reduced  to  bankruptcy,  and  his  Family  to  beggary  and 
the  parish,  what  numbers  whom  we  have  known  needy,  ob- 
scure, inferior  clerks,  menial  attendants,  sycophants,  parasites, 
pickthanks,  about  the  Steward's  Office  and  Houshold,  may 
we  see  accumulating  vast  Estates,  ostentatious  of  splendour, 
wallowing  in  luxury  and  voluptousness,  beyond  all  the  uses, 
ends,  and  enjoyments  of  nature ;  and  not  more  distinguished 
for  luxury  and  voluptuousness  than  for  licentiousness  and 
profligacy.  It  is  no  wonder,  then,  that  such  incessant  and 
constantly  increasing  demands  are  made  upon  the  Family  ; 
since  the  very  means  which  drain  the  pockets  of  poor  Bull, 
fill  those  of  his  Steward's  Agents  and  the  most  worth- 
less of  their  train.  The  only  exception  which,  I  believe,  can 
be  found  to  this  entire  disposal  of  the  money  among  them- 
selves, is,  what  is  lavished  with  such  unconscionable  profu- 
sion and  folly  on  the  Steward's  Terrafirmal  connections,  to 
support  his  family  and  interests  in  that  quarter. 

To  return  now  to  the  point  of  our  argument. — As  a  great 
lawsuit  is  the  occasion,  which  of  all  others,  supplies  the  best 
pretence  for  lavish  demands,  and  one  on  which,  if  any  way 
successful,  John  Bull  is  generally  disposed  to  be  most  libe- 
ral, it  will  no  longer  be  a  mystery  that  he  is  seldom  allowed 
to  be  long  out  of  a  lawsuit ;  or  easily  permitted  to  close  it, 
l(  once  he  is  in. 


204 


Chap.  IV. 

Contents. — The  Cabal  disappointed,  nonsuited,  and  cast  in  so  many 
hopeful  Actions  at  Law, — resolve  upon  one  of  great  import  and 
eclat,  with  such  preparation  and  expence  as  should  infallibly  secure 
success,  and  display  their  character  and  vast  capacity  to  all  the 
world. — The  Wallawchurn  Expedition  : — its  inefficient  conduct — 
and  disastrous  issue  : — Enquiry  instituted  concerning  it  in  the  Pala- 
verium, — all  found  to  be  blameless,  perfectly  right,  and  just  as  it 
hi  10  ul  (1  be. 

XX OW EVER  partial  to  lawsuits,  it  must  be  supposed 
that  John  Bull  was  by  this  time  tired  of  the  attempt  to  carry 
on  actions  at  law,  and  effect  ejectments  on  Terrafirm.  It 
may  be  so :  but  if  John  Bull  was,  his  Steward  and  the 
Cabal  were  not.  And  we  will  just  give  a  short  skejtch  of  one 
more  abortive,  and  severely  disastrous  atttempt. 

Billy  Badspeed,  although  he  had  forfeited  his  pretensions 
to  principle,  honour,  or  patriotism,  and  had  undertaken  a 
task  beyond  his  powers,  was  yet  a  man  of  some  abilities  ;  and 
had  so  much  confidence  in  his  own  capacity  that  he  was  very 
indifferent  about  either  the  character  or  capacity  of  his  coadju- 
tors ;  if  only  they  were  sufficiently  tractable  :  but  Billy  was 
now  dead  ;  and  by  his  death  the  whole  life  and  soul  of  the 
Cabal  were  at  once  extinguished.  However,  they  were  too 
ambitious  to  think  of  receding,  too  selfish  to  part  with  their 
appointments,  too  ignorant  to  know  what  they  now  took  in 
hand,  too  jealous  of  their  power  and  influence  to  admit  among 
them  any  one  of  superior  capacity.  And  as  a  supple  tracta- 
bility  was  their  distinguishing  characteristic,  they  were  too 
fit  for  the  purposes  of  the  Steward's  Office  to  be  dismissed, 
or  exchanged  for  any  of  those  who  were  now  candidates  for 
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place  and  power.  And,  as  is  generally  the  case  with  such 
characters,  being  perfectly  unconscious  of  their  own  insuffi- 
ciency, they  determined  to  do  something  that  should  distin- 
guish fhem  with  the  Bull  Family,  and  display  their  consum- 
mate abilities  to  the  whole  world.  And  for  this  purpose  a 
most  dashing  expedition  to  Terrafirm  was  concerted  and 
planned. 

In  order  folly  to  secure  success  to  this  undertaking,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  strike  all  beholders  with  astonishment  at 
their  vast  capacity  and  powers,  such  magnificent  preparations 
were  made,  and  at  such  boundless  ex  pence,  as  had  never 
been  incurred  by  the  Bull  Family  for  any  undertaking 
beyond  the  bounds  of  the  Manor  :  but  of  all  this  astonishing 
apparatus,  perhaps  the  most  astonishing  was,  the  choice  made 
of  a  Chief,  or  Conductor,  to  direct,  exert,  and  apply,  all  this 
important  preparation.  For  this  purpose  one  Fucus  was 
fixed  on  :  for  what  reason  it  cannot  easily  be  conjectured : 
one  whose  name  was  never  heard  of  before  nor  since,  in 
any  business  or  matter  whatsoever;  one  who  would  not  have 
been  known  to  have  existed,  but  that  he  happened  to  be  the 
eldest  Son  of  the  celebrated  Sir  William  Speedwell,  and 
Brother  of  the  deceased  Billy  Badspeed.  Yet  on  the  man 
himself  certainly  no  severe  censure  ought  to  be  passed ;  as  it 
is  not  known,  that  he  was  ever  guilty  of  so  much  exertion  as 
even  either  to  solicit  the  appointment,  or  decline  the  accep- 
tance ;  but  being  appointed,  became  part  of  the  apparatus, 
the  same  as  the  tumbrels  and  waggons  that  carried  the  furni- 
ture and  other  materials. 

There  is  surely  an  absurdity  beyond  all  conception  in  these 
appointments  :  either,  the  Junto  must  think  the  success  or 
failure  of  such  expeditions  a  thing  of  no  consequence;  or, 
they  did  not  even  know  that  some  degree  of  capacity,  know- 
ledge, or  experience  in  the  subject,  was  requisite  to  the  suc- 
cessful conducting  of  any  great  and  important  undertaking. 
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They  seem,  indeed,  either  not  to  have"  known,  or  to  have  dis- 
puted, the  most  obvious  maxim  of  common  sense — that  in 
order  to  conduct  any  business  well,  it  is  requisite  to  know 
something  about  that  business.  In  the  present  appointment, 
and  those  of  the  Cub,  no  body  beside  the  Junto  was  at  all 
disappointed  ;  or  expected  any  other  issue  than  what  was  ex- 
perienced. 

The  expedition  was  abundantly  provided  with  lawyers  re- 
tained, and  transported  at  immense  expence,  furnished  with 
briefs,  pleas,  replications,  rejoinders,  sur-rejoinders,  butters, 
rebutters,  and  sur- rebutters,  with  whole  shiploads  of  paper, 
pens,  ink,  wax,  wafers,  seals,  &c.  besides,  what,  in  the  way 
such  actions  are  generally  carried  on,  was  of  more  impor- 
tance than  all  the  rest,  bailiffs,  bravos,  bullies,  and  banditti 
without  number :  and  on  the  whole,  success  was  reckoned 
infallible. 

The  chief  deviser  and  planner  of  this  expedition,  and  all 
this  immense  preparation,  was  one  Don  Deperditus,  a  noto- 
rious blade,  whom  Billy  Badspeed  had  admitted  into  the 
Junto,  as  one  not  subject  to  any  squeamish  scruples;  but 
fit,  and  ready,  for  any  thing  that  might  be  proposed  to  him. 
Indeed,  the  only  person  of  any  capacity  now  in  the  Cabal — 
not  yet  so  mature  in  political  depravity  as  we  shall  afterwards 
find  him — actually  quitted  it,  because  he  would  not  associate 
with  such  a  felloe  as  this  Don  Deperditus.  But  he  was 
soon  fain  to  acknowledge  that  where  vice  was  so  requisite, 
he  would  not  be  so  superfluous  as  to  pretend  to  virtue  :  and 
he  expressly  declared  himself  to  be  ready  to  co-operate  even 
with  Don  Deperditus,  rather  than  not  share  in  the  wages  of 
iniquity,  which  they  so  profusely  lavished  among  them- 
selves. 

All  things  being  now  ready  in  the  highest  stile  of  splen- 
dour and  expence,  the  whole  apparatus,  and  Fucus  along 
with  it,  were  pompously  transported  to  Terrafirm.     They 
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were  put  ashore  near  a  small  insulated  park  or  paddock 
called  Wallawchurn,  in  which  stood  an  old  mansion ;  of  which 
they  took  possession  for  immediate  lodging,  till  they  should 
obtain  further  footing  on  Nick  Frog's,  or  Jean  Frank's  Estate  : 
against  both  of  whom,  this  was  an  action  of  ejectment.  Now 
this  paddock  and  the  mansion  on  it,  where  Fucus  had  lodged 
his  train  and  attendants,  was  one  of  the  most  unwholesome, 
poisonous,  pestilential,  spots  in  the  world ;  lying  in  the  midst 
of  stagnant  pools,  putrid  fens,.and  ofTeusive  marshes;  the  banks 
of  Styx  could  not  be  more  pestiferous.  The  consequence 
was,  they  had  scarce  taken  possession  of  their  lodgings  when 
they  began  to  sicken,  and  to  die  like  dogs.  But  the  lives  01 
that  sort  of  ^people  seem  to  be  held  in  little  consideration 
either  among  themselves,  or  by  those  who  employ  them 
Among  themselves,  as,  with  those  of  any  rank  or  condi- 
tion, the  lower  in  station  should  succeed  to  the  higher,  and 
each  hopes  he  himself  may  escape,  the  danger  of  frequent 
deaths,  perhaps,  excites  not  less  hope  •  than  fear  :  and  as  to 
the  common  fry  of  attendants  and  followers,  which  are  innu- 
merable, their  life  is  held  of  no  account  at  all. 

It  would  be  both  tedious  and  painful  to  trace  this  ill  de- 
vised, worse  conducted,  and  entirely  abortive  attempt,  through 
all  its  steps.  Suflice  it  to  say,  that  instead  of  effecting  an 
ejectment,  the  chief  attorney  was  never  able  to  bring  any  one 
point  to  issue,  or  even  to  enter  the  courts  on  Terralirm.  In 
short,  Fucus  never  got  beyond  his  first  wretched  lodgings. 
But  after  much  waste  of  time  and  incalculable  expence,  with 
the  loss  of  the  lives  of  many  a  brave  and  hopeful  spirit,  the 
enterprise  was  entirely  abandoned;  and  the  whole1  recalled 
without  having  effected  any  thing  whatsoever,  except  manu- 
ring the  soil,  and  poisoning  the  streams,  with  thousands  of 
putrid  carcases  of  the  Bull  Family,  saci  diced  to  the  presump- 
tion and  folly  of  the  merest  dolts  that  e\er  intermeddled 
with  business. 

But  the  most  atrocious  and  inexpiable  part  o/  the  trar 


208 

tion  remains  still  to  be  told  :— that  after  art  proceedings  were 
abandoned,  and  the  design  renounced,  as  impracticable,  in- 
stead of  hurrying,  as  might  have  been  expected,  the  fast  pe- 
rishing remains  of  the  expedition  home  from  their  deadly 
station,  Fucus,  indeed,  soon  made  his  escape,  but  his  wretch- 
ed train  were  still  retained  to  perish  piece-meal  in  their  pesti- 
ferous mansion,  where  they  were  daily  dying  by  hundreds. 
And  this,  merely,  because  the  despicable  devisers  of  this 
abortive  undertaking  were  ashamed  to  acknowledge  at  once 
their  entire  failure ;  and  to  confess  that  they  had  put  the  Bull 
Family  to  such  an  immense  expence  of  treasure  and  lives  in 
the  mere  presumption  of  ignorance  and  incapacity.  Hence, 
the  wretched  victims  of  their  folly  were  left  to  linger  and 
die  in  their  miserable  charnel-house,  only  to  suspend  for 
awhile  the  confusion  and  disgrace  of  the  drivelling  authors  of 
this  ruinous  and  destructive  scheme. 

And  when  they  were  at  last  obliged  to  recal  the  miserable 
relics  of  their  folly,  they  came  home  pale,  emaciated,  and 
past  recovery,  with  neglect  and  disease,  of  which  many  conti- 
nued dying  after  their  return  ;  and  the  remainder  are  still  lin- 
gering under  the  miserable  effects  of  this  disastrous  attempt ; 
and  will  do  to  the  latest  day  they  have  to  live.  Thus  ended 
an  enterprise,  undertaken  in  incapacity  and  ignorance  ;  from 
which,  from  the  time  the  chief  conductor  was  named,  nobody 
expected  any  thing  worthy  of  the  expence  and  parade  made ; 
but  even  the  n.ost  ill-boding  and  hopeless  could  not  anticipate 
an  issue  so  thoroughly  disastrous  as  the  event  really  proved. 

But  the  most  ominous  and  important  view  of  this  matter,  and 
what  makes  it  most  worthy  of  notice  here  is  still  to  be  taken. 
Some  genuine  sons  of  the  true  Albanion  stock,  who  yet  re- 
tained a  seat  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Oflice,  indignant  to  see  their 
patrimony  thus  wasted,  and  the  lives  of  their  Family  thus  sa- 
crificed in  ignorance  and  folly,  resolved  to  bring  this  matter 
before  the  Palaverium.     This  step  was,  indeed,  opposed  by 
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all  the  art  and  influence  of  the  Cabal  and  Steward's  Junto ; 
but  they  could  not  prevent  the  affair  being  brought  before 
Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold  Office  :  where,  upon  enquiry,  it  plainly 
appeared  by  the  most  clear  and  decisive  evidence,  that  the 
"whole  had  been  conducted  on  the  part  of  Fucus  in  the 
most  palpable  ignorance,  incapacity,  and  confusion  :  and  had 
been  marked  by  the  most  cruel  and  shameful  neglect  of  the 
sick  and  diseased  ;  that  numbers  had  died  for  the  want  of  the 
most  common  and  necessary  medicines  in  their  complaint ; 
and  that  they  were  left  to  perish  in  the  midst  of  pestilence 
and  disease,  for  months  after  all  hopes  and  efforts  had  been 
abandoned,  and  when  no  end  could  be  proposed,  no  reason 
assigned,  for  thus  sacrificing  them,  but  the  mere  indifference 
and  disregard  of  the  Cabal  for  the  lives  and  sufferings  of  such 
beings.  In  short,  it  was  clearly  demonstrated,  that  the  whole 
scheme  had  been  devised  in  presumption  and  ignorance,  and 
executed  in  imbecility,  confusion,  and  folly.  Yet  this  not- 
withstanding, such  was  the  influence  of  that  Commerce  of 
Prostitution  between  the  Steward's  Office  and  Mrs.  Bull's 
Houshold,  that  when  the  question  was  put, — Whether  any 
blame,  blunder,  or  wrong  existed  any  where,  respecting  this 
enterprise  r — It  was  decisively  voted, — That  all  was  right, 
perfectly  clear  of  all  blame  and  censure,  and  just  as  it  ought 
to  be.  And  why  not  r  A  large  sum  of  money  had  been 
drawn  from  John  Bull's  pockets,  and  diffused  at  the  instance 
of  the  Steward's  Agents.  It  is  true,  Don  Deperditus,  in  the 
Cabal  among  themselves,  admitted  that  it  might  have  been  de- 
sirable that  something  more  had  been  done ;  "  but  by  the 
L — d  lads,"  said  he,  "  I  am  glad  we  have  got  the  money/' 

"Tis  not  in  mortals  to  command  success, 

But  we'll  do  more,  we'll  make  our  way  without  it. 

The  money  was  all  somewhere  among  them,  and  there  was  nn 
vol.  ti.  r 
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danger  but  it  would  operate  to  their  mind.  Nay,  the  present 
decision  was  a  pregnant  proof  that  it  did  so.  And  when- 
ever they  should  think  fit  to  demand  as  much  more  for  the 
like  purpose,  John  Bull  might  fume,  and  fret,  and  torment 
himself;  but  while  the  Steward's  Office  by  their  prostitutes 
could  command  the  voice  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold,  he  had 
no  resource  but  to  comply  and  pay  his  money. 


Chap.  V. 

Contents. — A  singular  Crisis. — Agricol  Insane  :-~-His  eldest  Son  ap- 
pointed his  Substitute  : — great  Hopes  formed  of  him  : — All  miserably 
disappointed : — First  specimens  of  his  Administration  :  settles  on  his 
Sisters,  a  set  of  idle  Spinsters,  who  had  already  more  than  they 
could  possibly  spend,  ^9,000  a  year  each,  out  of  John  Bull's  pocket : 
— restores  his  Brother,  the  disgraced  Cub,  to  the  Station  and  Emo- 
luments of  Lawyer  General. — The  just  estimation  of  the  Stewardi- 
cal  Station. — A  Digression. — The  horrible  Danger  of  committing 
the  Cause  of  Stewardship  to  the  test  of  Reason  and  Common  Sense. 

JtiERE  it  becomes  necessary  to  advert  to  a  singular  cri- 
sis, the  like  to  which  had  never  occurred  in  the  Stewardship 
of  the  Bull  Family.  Old  Agricol,  who  had  frequently 
symptoms  of  an  insane  state  of  mind,  was  now  fallen  into 
an  entire  derangement  of  faculties ;  and  was  no  longer  in 
any  respect  compos  sui,  or  capable  of  any  kind  of  business. 
It  was,  therefore,  necessary  that  the  business  of  the  Steward- 
ship should  be  carried  on  by  a  deputy,  or  substitute.  Agri- 
col's  eldest  Son,  now  well  advanced  in  life,  naturally  presented 
himself,  as  the  indisputable  depository  of  such  a  trust :    and 
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John  Bull  and  the  Family  were  ready  to  have  acquiesced  in 
his  immediate  assumption  of  the  station.  When,  to  the 
confounding  of  all  consistency  and  rational  conjecture,  the 
Cabal  and  Steward's  Office,  whose  principle  and  practice  it 
uniformly  had  been  to  spurn  with  contempt  at  all  pretensions 
of  the  Family  to  interfere  with  the  Steward's  authority,  or  to 
aim  at  any  thing  beyond  absolute  obedience  and  submission, 
— this  very  Cabal  now  set  up  the  claim  of  the  same  Family 
entirely  to  dispose  of  the  station  of  substitute,  and  the  exer- 
cise of  the  Stewardship. 

This  was,  no  doubt,  perfectly  right,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Albion   Constitution  ;    but  the  farce  was,  the 
Steward's  Cabal  setting  up  for  this  work  of  supererogation* 
This  point  came  first  under  agitation  in   the  time  of  Billy 
Badspeed ;    and  was,  indeed,  his  very  last  pretence  to  any 
thing  consistent  with  the  principles  upon  which  he  began  his 
career.    And  in  this  he  was  heartily  joined  by  the  Stewardical 
Junto :    not    from  any  regard  either  for    the    principles    of 
the  Constitution,  or  rights  of  the   Family  ;   but  in  the  one, 
from  dread  of  the  principles,  and  in  the  other,  from  jealousy 
of  the  abilities  of  his  old  rival,  Carly  Vulp.     For  the  Young 
Agricol,  seemingly  a  fine   free  fellow  of   nonchalance,  had 
associated  himself  much  with  V  ulp,  and  some  other  leaders 
of  that  party,  who  were  supposed  to  act  upon  the  true  princi- 
ples of  the  Manorial  Constitution,  and  to  prefer  the  interest 
of  John   Bull  and  the  Family  to  that  of  the  Steward's  Of- 
fice :    and  he  himself  had  made  high  professions  of  constitu- 
tional sentiments  and  principles.    From  these  views  it  was  rea- 
sonably supposed,  that  should  Young  Agricol  assume  the  exer- 
cise of  the   Stewardship  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  without  re- 
strictions, he  would  of  course  bring  into  office  and  trust  those 
with  whom  he  was  intimately  associated,  and  whose  principles 
he  pretended  to  approve;  and  thus  the  whole  system  upon 
which  the  Stewardship  had  been  so  long  conducted,  would  be 
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subverted  and  changed.  Therefore,  as  they  could  not  well  pro- 
pose to  pass  by  the  person  of  the  next  heir,  they  resolved  to  have 
him  so  restricted  and  shackled,  that  he  should  not  be  at  liberty 
to  make  any  material  alteration  in  the  conducting  of  the 
Stewardship,  or  to  change  those  who  were  already  in  the  princi- 
pal stations  in  the  Steward's  Office,  and  on  the  Manor.  In 
short,  they  determined  to  secure  their  own  places,  and  that 
the  authority  of  the  Stewardship  should  remain  in  their  own 
hands,  even  more  absolutely  than  it  had  ever  done  before. 
And  all  this  they  knew  they  could  effect  by  their  pretended 
reference  to  the  choice  of  the  Family  :  for  by  the  Family 
they  only  meant  their  nominal  representatives  in  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office,  whom  they  knew  to  be  their  own  tools  and  instruments, 
and  from  whom  they  were  conscious  they  could  obtain  a 
sanction  to  whatever  restrictions  they  might  please  to  propose, 
and  in  whatever  terms  they  might  choose  to  dictate. 

Upon  such  principles,  and  with  such  views,  Young  Agricol 
was  admitted  to  the  exercise  of  the  Steward's  Office,  in  the 
name  of  his  Father.  But  as  the  Cabal  were  sensible  that 
making  these  restrictions  permanent  might  be  putting  a  knife 
to  their  own  throats,  it  was  provided  that  they  should  be  in 
force  only  for  a  limited  time  ;  within  which  time,  if  Old 
Agricol  did  not  recover,  they  were  to  expire. 

The  Steward's  malady  continued  :  and  the  period  of  limi- 
tations being  expired,  Young  Agricol  assumed  the  unrestrained 
exercise  of  the  Stewardship.  But,  alas !  how  changed  : 
and  how  much  that  change  to  the  disappointment,  mortifica- 
tion, and  indignation  of  the  Bull  Family,  and  of  every  inha- 
bitant of  the  Manor ! — No.  I  correct  myself.  Nothing 
could  be  more  grateful  than  this  change  to  every  dependant 
upon  and  hanger-on  of  the  Steward's  Office  and  lloushold, 
and  all  who  shared  in  the  fruits  of  their  rapacity  and  the 
spoils  of  the  Family.  And  these,  indeed,  from  the  Titulate 
with  his  .£30,000,  or  ,£40,000  a  year,  to  the  Taxman  with  his 
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cflO  inclusive,  form  no  inconsiderable  proportion  of  the  folk 
on  the  Manor. 

So  successfully,  indeed,  had  those  whom  the  restrictions 
obliged  him  to  trust  and  employ,  improved  the  occasion,  and 
exerted  their  mind-debasing  influence,  that  by  the  time  the 
restraints  on  his  exercise  of  the  Stewardship  expired,  Young 
Agricol  was  become  as  selfish,  as  narrow-minded,  as  much 
a  mere  Steward,  as  the  most  depraved  of  the  race  could  be  : 
and  from  a  seemingly  gay  companion  and  gallant  youth,  of 
whom  generous  hopes  had  been  entertained,  has  proved  a 
mere  selfish,  s — n — sh  lump  of  insignificance — a  man  of  straw  ; 
only  somewhat  more  expensive  in  the  trimming. 

As  a  specimen,  however,  how  faithfully  the  Family 
principles  are  adhered  to,  we  will  just  mention  two  among 
the  earliest  acts  of  his  unrestrained  exercise  of  the  Stew- 
ardship. Old  Agricol  had  a  large  Family  of  Sons  and 
Daughters  all  alive;  for  each  of  whom  a  certain  liberal  al- 
lowance, of  some  thousand  pounds  a  year  had  been  made 
from  their  birth  by  the  Hull  Family.  Of  the  Daughters, 
four  remained  at  home  with  their  Mother  unmarried  ;  and 
stout,  buxom,  likely  lasses  they  are.  Each  of  these  had,  as 
we  have  said,  a  handsome  yearly  allowance,  as  pin-jnoney,  or 
what  you  please,  from  the  Bull  Family;  and  their  Father, 
independent  of  the  Stewardship,  is  said  to  be  the  richest  indi- 
vidual in  the  whole  country  round,  Stewards  not  excepted. 
And  no  wonder,  if,  as  is  asserted  upon  good  authority,  his 
Grandfather  had  really  amassed  more  than  fifteen  millions 
sterling  before  his  death.  Yet  Young  Agricol  made  it  one 
of  the  first  steps  of  his  Stewardship  to  burden  the  Bull 
Family  with  an  addition  of  j£[),0()0  a  year  to  each  of  these 
idle  spinsters  ;  and  that  at  the  very  time  when  half  the  Family 
could  not  get  bread  to  eat:  and  for  this  wanton  extravagance 
he  really  obtained  the  sanction  of  the  Palaverium,  the  faithful 
guardian  of  the  Bull  Family  and  Fortune  ! 
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Yet,  with  all  this  superfluous  profusion,  the  poor  girls  are 
never  likely  to  get  husbands.  Indeed,  their  Father,  probably 
thinking  it  a  contamination  of  his  blood  to  let  it  mingle  with 
that  of  the  Bull  Family,  had  a  few  years  ago  got  a  law 
made,  under  sanction  of  the  same  all-complying  Palaverium, 
to  forbid,  and  to  render  unlawful  and  void  every  match  or 
marriage  that  might  take  place  between  any  of  his  race  or 
kindred,  and  any  of  the  Bull  Family,  or  any  inhabitant  of 
the  Manors  of  Great  Albion  or  Green  Erin,  without  his  ex- 
press consent. 

The  above  unconscionable  and  extravagant  step  of  the 
Deputy  Steward  in  behalf  of  his  Sisters,  at  a  time  when  the 
Bull  Family  were  absolutely  starving,  was  generally  ascribed 
to  the  influence  of  the  old  dame,  their  Mother :  who, 
though  an  excellent  domestic  economist,  is  said  to  be  exceed- 
ingly fond  of  finery  for  herself  and  her  Daughters,  and  selfish 
and  avaricious  in  the  extreme  ;  as  fully  possessed  of  the  senti- 
ment, that  John  Bull  and  all  that  he  possesses  are  the  legitimate 
property  and  patrimony  of  her  Husband  and  J  amily. 

The  other  step  of  Agricol's  early  exercise  of  the  Stew- 
ardship which  we  shall  mention,  was  the  reinstatement  of 
his  Brother,  the  sculking  Cub,  in  the  place  and  station  of 
Lawyer  General.  A  step  of  so  unequivocal  a  character, 
that  nothing  here  need  be  said  upon  it. 

The  Deputy  Steward  and  the  Lawyer  General,  each  at 
the  head  of  his  department,  may  be  equally  significant,  or 
equally  insignificant,  and  ilie  Family  give  themselves  little 
concern  about  them.  It  matters  not  whether  a  man  or  a 
mule,  a  goose  or  an  ass,  a  lob  or  a  log,  bear  those  names. 
Luckily,  in  the  present  instance,  neither  of  them  are  much 
seen,  heard,  or  thought  of.  rJ  he  business  of  their  respective 
ofiices  is  done  by  subordinate  Agents  ;  and  if  these  be  persons 
of  competent  capacity,  diligence,  and  honesty,  it  is  of  small 
importance  what  the  nominal  heads  of  the  departments  be. 
We  have  already  observed,  that  the  Bull  Family  produces 
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excellent  lawyers.  Indeed  if  their  briefs  be  well  drawn  up, 
distinct,  and  clear ;  and  money,  the  sine  qua  non  in  all  law 
proceedings,  sufficiently  supplied,  no  Courts  can  produce 
abler  pleaders,  or  more  successful  solicitors  ;  nor,  indeed, 
any  equal  to  them  :  and  though  John  Bull's  Steward  and 
the  Cabal  had  implicated  him  in  the  present  lawsuit  without 
the  least  pretence  of  necessity,  and  with  the  most  unjust  and 
unjustifiable  views ;  nay,  upon  the  most  treacherous  and  insi- 
dious motives  and  designs, — that  of  suppressing  the  spirit  of 
liberty  on  the  Albion  Manor,  and  extinguishing  its  kindling 
embers  in  every  Manor  on  Terrafirm ;  yet  being  once  inex- 
tricably engaged,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  in  the  course 
of  the  proceedings  John  Bull's  lawyers  have  wonderfully 
distinguished  themselves ;  and  by  many  important  and  deci- 
sive trials  at  bar,  have  gained  both  for  themselves  and  the  Fa- 
mily, a  name  and  character  that  can  never  be  forgot.  Indeed, 
when  issue  has  been  joined  upon  any  particular  point,  they 
have  seldom  failed  to  carry  it  by  a  clear  verdict ;  those  pro- 
ceedings excepted,  in  which  the  Cub  in  person  conducted 
the  cause. 

A  digression,  in  which  the  Memoirs  look  back  a  little  to 
pick  up  some  paralipomena. — This  long  and  ruinous  quarrel 
has  from  its  commencement  to  the  present  time,  by  the  Stew- 
ardical  Junto  and  the  implicit  echo  of  their  senseless  sequa- 
cious dupes,  been  uniformly  styled,  a  just  and  necessary 
lawsuit  :  though  in  that  respect  it  has  several  times  changed 
its  character. 

In  its  cause  and  commencement  it  had  just  as  much  pre- 
tence to  justice  and  necessity,  and  not  much  more  to  reason 
and  common  sense,  than  an  expedition  to  make  a  conquest  of 
the  moon,  or  a  scheme  to  prescribe  laws  to  die  planets. 
But  when,  after  being  niacin  sensible  of  their  folly  and 
madness,  they  sent  messengers  to  propose  and  solic  it  a  com- 
promise ;  and  their  messengers  were  insulted,  repulsed, 
spurned,  and  expelled  the  mansion  of  Lisle,  and  the  Frank- 
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land  Manor,  what  could  be  done  consistent  with  the 
spirit  and  character  of  the  Bull  Family  ?  That  John  Bull 
should  submit  to  such  contemptuous  treatment,  and  lay  him- 
self prostrate  at  the  feet  of  the  frantic  and  insulting  Franks, 
was  a  thing  not  to  be  proposed.  Hence  the  continuance  of 
the  suit  certainly  became  in  some  degree  just  and  necessary. 
But  this  crisis,  and  of  course  this  character,  was  not  of  long 
continuance  :  for  on  Microcorn  being  constituted  chief  Agent 
on  the  Frankland  Manor,  contemning  the  unmeaning  affecta- 
tion of  Stewardical  formality,  he,  in  a  free,  natural,  and  libe- 
ral way,  wrote  a  letter  personally  to  Agricol,  the  Albion 
Steward,  proposing  a  compromise  of  the  lawsuit,  and  the 
restoration  of  friendship  and  good  neighbourhood  between 
the  two  Manors  and  Families.  A  compromise,  and  repose 
from  the  agitation  and  ruinous  expence  of  law  was,  no  doubt 
much  wanted  on  both  sides,  but  especially  on  the  Albion 
Manor :  and  in  the  free  and  open  way  commenced  by  Mi- 
crocorn, might  probably  have  been  easily  and  advantageously 
accomplished.  But,  what!  Shall  the  sacred  Majesty  of  the 
legitimate  Stewardical  character  condescend  to  treat  with 
mere  mortal  humanity,  in  the  open  and  intelligible  forms  of 
reason  and  plain  common  sense  !  Forms,  the  violation  of 
which  might  infer  a  breach  of  truth,  honour,  or  honesty,  were 
they  to  be  violated  ?  Whereas  a  thousand  most  solemn  Stew- 
ardical forms  may  be  violated,  and  are  violated,  by  every  indi- 
vidual of  the  race,  whenever  interest  or  conveniency  require 
it,  without  the  least  imputation  of  perfidy  or  dishonour. 
Rather  than  so  commit  the  sacred  cause  of  Stewardism, 
perish  John  Bull  and  all  his  Family  !  \\  hat  were  the  lives  of 
an  hundred  thousand  of  them,  to  escape  such  sacrilege. 
This  were  scarce  less  impious,  than  it  woidd  be,  to  reduce 
God-like  Royalty  to  a  level  with  mere  earthly  humanity,  with 
one  of  the  swinish  multitude  How  horrible!  Is  not  the 
dread  of  this  the  very  object  for  which  millions  of  lives  have 
of  late  been  so  lavishly,  and  so  laudably,  sacrificed  ?  Is  it  not 
for  this,  that  the  soil  of  every  Manor  on  Terrafirm  has  been 
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so  triumphantly  fattened  with  the  blood  of  its  inhabitants  ? 
And  is  not  this  the  object,  to  promote  which,  and  to  excite 
every  spirit,  and  impel  every  hand  to  the  support  of  which, 
the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  Hull  Family  have  been  so  long, 
and  so  profusely  lavished  ?  Is  not  this  what  they  mean  by 
supporting  social  order?  An  order — away  with  irony — an 
order,  by  which  the  blood  of  millions  of  useful  beings  has 
been  wantonly  poured,  and  millions  more  reduced  to  misery 
and  want,  that  a  few,  and  those  the  most  useless  and  insigni- 
ficant, the  most  worthless  and  debased  of  their  kind,  *  may 
wallow  in  luxury  and  voluptuousness  beyond  all  the  ends  and 
enjoyments  of  nature.  O  wretched  mortals  !  how  long  will 
you  resign  yourselves  the  willing  dupes,  the  ready  tools,  of 
the  most  depraved  and  pernicious  of  the  human  race,  to  the 
frustrating  of  all  the  wise  and  good  uses  and  enjoyments  of 
your  being  ;  to  the  perversion  of  all  the  blessed  and  beneficent 
ends  and  designs  of  nature  ? 

O  Thou,  the  destined  restorer  of  all  the  perversions  of  na- 
ture! when  wilt  thou  come;  and  in  mild,  yet  vindictive 
Majesty,  put  down  all  this  perverted  rule,  all  this  destructive 
authority  and  power,  and  establish  thy  righteous  Kingdom 
and  Government  in  all  the  regions  of  thy  dominions  ?  Amen.-j* 
But  to  resume  our  less  auspicious  subject. 

*  For  instance: — The  sottish  Ferdinand  of  Naples;  the  debased 
Charles  and  the  detested  Ferdinand  of  Spain  ;  the  insane  Isabella  of  Por- 
tugal, and  the  equally  incapable  John,  Prince  Regent  of  the  same  ,  the 
crazy  Gustav  us  of  Sweden;  the  monkey  Paul  of  Russia  ;  with  the  unnamed 
Nothing  of"  Sardinia.  The  imbecile  Frederick  of  Denmark  is  now 
no  more  :  of  his  Son  we  know  little,  and  will  say  nothing.  And  as 
little  will  we  say  of  some  other  nanus,  which  it  ini^li t  not  be  expedient 
here  to  mention.  Such  a  concurrence  is  surely  unequalled,  and  must  be. 
ominous.  Surely  "  He  poureth  contempt  upon  Princes."  Such  are  the 
drivelling  Sovereigns  of  Europe,  to  whose  disposal  more  than  100  millions 
of  the  niuM  enlightened  race,  of  the  most  enlightened  age,  voluntarily 
consign  themselves ! — Pret.  Com. 

t  Surely  our  Memorialist  must  here  have  forgotten  himself,  or,  is  it 
only  here  that  he  shews  himself:' 


218 

Whatever  might  be  Agricol's  own  sentiments  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Microcorn's  Letter,  or  whether  he  might  at  this 
time  be  capable  of  any  sentiment,  those  who  had  gotten  him 
into  their  hands,  besides  their  Stewardical  pride,  were  too 
conscious  of  the  insidious  principles  and  pretences  upon 
which  they  had  been  acting  through  the  whole  of  this  execra- 
ble quarrel,  to  trust  themselves  and  their  cause  on  the  footing 
of  reason,  common  sense,  and  plain  honesty. 

It  is  true,  this  Microcorn,  in  point  of  capacity  and  personal 
prowess,  is  nearly  as  superior  to  the  present  drivelling  race 
of  Stewards,  as  a  man  is  to  a  monkey.  So  that  to  have  com- 
mitted their  cause  to  a  decision  between  two  such  parties, 
would  certainly  have  been  a  very  unequal  match.  Without, 
therefore,  condescending  to  implicate  the  sacred  Stewardical 
name  and  character  in  such  an  unhallowed  and  merely  human 
encounter,  some  of  the  Agents  in  the  office  wrote  a  superci- 
lious Letter  to  Microcorn,  in  the  usual  costive  style  of  Stew- 
ardical correspondence  :  and  though  this  proposal  for  termi- 
nating the  disastrous  quarrel  was  spurned  without  deigning 
even  to  hear  the  terms,  yet  the  cause  was  still  styled  a  just 
and  necessary  lawsuit.  However,  not  long  after,  a  composition 
was  patched  up,  in  the  usual  way,  and  with  the  usual  faith 
and  honour  on  both  sides,  as  may  be  inferred  from  its  conti- 
nuance, that  of  a  few  months ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  the 
lawsuit  was  renewed  with  equal  ardour  and  animosity,  and 
with  equal  pretensions  to  justice  and  necessity,  on  both  sides. 
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Chap.  VI. 

Contents. — The  Narrative  resumed. — Mierocoru  justly  an  object  of 
jealousy  to  his  apish  Antagonists.— Specific  Characters  of  each  of 
the  drivelling  Drones  of  the  present  Stewardical  race. — Execrable 
attack  upon  Copenhogen  by  order  of  the  Bull  Steward's  Office. — 
This  wretched  degradation  of  the  Stewardical  race  the  natural  effect 
of  propagating  In  and  In  with  less  regard  to  the  Breed  than  a 
Farmer  has  for  his  cattle. 

JLiET  us  now  proceed  in  our  Narrative. — Of  the  Deputy 
Steward  and  Lawyer  General,  of  the  latter  especially,  little 
is  said,  or  heard :  and  of  that  little,  the  less  that  is  reported 
the  better,  perhaps,  both  for  the  parties  and  the  reporter. 
The  Deputy  does  indeed,  as  might  become  his  station,  make 
attempts  to  draw  some  public  notice  to  himself;  but  these 
attempts  are  for  the  most  part  so  marked  by  folly  and  bound- 
less expence,  that  at  this  time,  when  the  Bull  Family,  at 
whose  cost  they  are  exhibited,  are  struggling  with  bankruptcy, 
they  excite  rather  disgust  and  resentment,  than  admiration  and 
applause :  or  if  they  have  any  favourable  effect,  it  is  to  turn 
attention  from  the  strong  detestation  of  vice,  to  the  slighter 
contempt  of  folly. 

Of  the  Lawyer  General  the  name  is  scarce  heard.  But 
by  whomsoever  the  business  of  that  department  is  conducted 
at  home,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  some  vigorous  pro- 
ceedings, and  not  without  success  and  honour,  were  the  cause 
good,  have  taken  place  abroad.  But  these  have  for  the 
most  part  been  exhibited  in  the  Courts  on  Terrain  m  ;  whither 
John  Bull's  Agents  are  obliged  to  pursue  the  quarrel,  and 
seek  for  an  adversary  ;  having  none  nearer  with  whom  to 
contend.  Particularly  one  Bellington  has  displayed  great 
abilities,  and  acquired  a  name  equal  to  any  that  ever  appeared 
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in  his  profession.  He  has  especially  been  engaged  with  great 
success  in  recovering  the  Manor  of  Iberia  out  of  the  grasp  of 
Microcorn  ;  who  had  by  the  most  shameless  chicanery 
choused  the  contemptible  Lord  Strut,  and  his  still  more  des- 
picable Son,  out  of  it ;  and  had  consigned  it  over  to  his  own, 
brother  Joe.  But,  cut  bo7io?  to  what  purpose  this  recovery? 
when  he  into  whose  hands  it  is  now  come,  is  to  him  from 
whom  it  was  taken,  as  a  serpent  to  a  dove,  or  an  ass  to  an 
angel.  Mad  these  proceedings  been  undertaken,  and  carried 
on  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  the  freedom  and  rights  of 
the  folk  on  the  Iberian  Manor,  once  a  noble  and  generous 
race ;  they  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  glorious  to  the  Agent 
employed  in  them,  and  honourable  for  his  employers ;  but 
this  purpose,  it  must  be  confessed,  would  have  been  directly 
contrary  to  all  the  ends  and  views  with  which  the  Bull  Stew- 
ard's Office  had  excited,  and  carried  on  this  quarrel. 

But  the  most  conspicuous  object  in  this  renewed  lawsuit 
was  the  great  Microcorn  himself.  The  dread,  envy,  and 
jealousy  of  whom,  by  the  neighbouring  Stewards,  was  the 
principal  cause  of  renewing  the  quarrel ;  though  by  the  Junto 
of  the  Steward's  Ofiice  still  termed  a  just  and  necessary  law- 
suit :  and  this,  the  debauched  or  deluded  dupes  of  the  Bull 
Family,  like  parrots,  still  repeat. 

This  Microcorn  might  indeed  justly  excite  the  jealousy 
and  dread  of  the  drivelling  dror.es,  the  degenerated  Stewards 
of  Euporia  around  him.  Most  of  whom,  at  the  period  of 
his  starting  up,  were,  by  a  strange  fatality,  or  through  the 
natural  effects  of  Stewardical  birth  and  education,*  suuk 
below  even  the  common  characteristics  of  humanity,  into,  or, 
on  the  very  borders  of  mere  idiotism. 

Of  the  strangely  degraded  characters  of  this  rank  of  men, 
at  the  period  we  have  in  hand,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to 
give  some  more  particular  description. 

*  "  He  who  is  born  in  the  Purple  is  seldom  worthy  to  reign."  Gib. 
v.  10.  p.  72.— Pret.  Cum. 
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To  begin  at  the  Southmost  extremity  of  Terrafirm,  and 
take  them  in  order. — Fernandos,  Steward  of  Neapolis,  is  no- 
toriously known  for  a  mere  oaf;  if  ever  noticed  for  any  thing, 
it  is  for  privation  of  intellect,  and  debasement  of  character. 
His  kinsman  Carlos,  Lord  Strut,  Steward  of  Iberia,  is,  if 
possible,  still  more  degraded.  To  the  first,  his  Wife,  of  the 
haughty  family  of  Squire  South,  still  attracts  some  respect. 
Of  the  last,  his  Wife,  not  less  distinguished  for  profligacy 
than  the  Husband  for  folly  and  imbecility,  has  raised  the 
Family  to  the  very  apex  of  infamy  as  well  as  incapacity.  Of 
two  brothers  raised  from  beggary,  lusty  fellows  no  doubt,  the 
successive  paramours  of  the  Wife ;  the  last,  the  Traitor 
Dogoy,  by  the  intrigues  of  the  Wife  and  the  nothingness  of 
the  Husband,  having  become  absolute  master  of  the  Iberian 
Manor  and  the  folk  upon  it,  most  basely  sold  and  consigned 
both  over  to  Microcorn;  who,  having  decoyed  the  Father 
and  Son  within  the  precincts  of  the  Frankland  Manor,  seized, 
and  clapt  both  into  prison,  and  took  forcible  possession  of 
the  Manor  ;  the  degraded  Iberians  scarce  presuming  to  claim 
any  right  in  the  disposal  of  themselves.* 

Of  the  nameless  Steward  of  Sardin,  little,  I  think,  beside 
the  title  is  heard,  or  known  ;  and  in  a  scene  of  so  much  inte- 
rest and  excitement  to  Stewardism,  lie  who  acts  so  silent  and 
passive  a  part  can  be  no  great  exception  among  drivellers.  I 
believe  it  has  also  been  heard  that  an  annuity  of  j£L2()Ot000 
has  been  assigned  him  during  this  lawsuit,  out  of  John  Hull's 
pocket  by  his  Steward's  Otlice — no  drivelling  consideration 
it  must  be  acknowledged — but  for  what,  let  him  declare  who 
can  divine;  for  it  is  Car  beyond  all  human  conjecture. 

The  Stewardical  Family  of  Lusitania  has  long  been  in  a 
state  of  acknowledged  incapacity  and  idiotism.  I  Ik  Parent 
under  the  constant  constraint  of  insanity,  and  the  Son  a  mere 

•  II"  the  pi  "s<  at  usurper,  the  beloved  Fernando*,  lie  thought  am  exeo|). 
tion  to  our  driv<  !!<  rc,it  must  !><•  tor  ;\  u:  'i  ■  d<  -jx  rate  decree  of  <l"j  i  n     * 
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name  under  which  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  Manor; 
but  has  been  publicly  announced  to  be  incapable  of  ever 
acting  in  any  capacity  as  sui  juris. 

The  disastrous  state  of  the  Albion  Steward  we  have  already 
been  obliged  to  notice  :  and  on  so  deplorable  a  subject  we 
will  not  add  a  word  more. 

Of  the  High  Bailiff  of  Nick  Frog's  Estate,  of  the  family 
of  D'Orasis,  we  may  judge  by  the  efforts  he  has  been  able  to 
make  in  his  own  behalf;  which  will  scarce  entitle  him  to 
form  an  exception  where  drivellers  are  the  subject.  After 
sculking  some  time,  little  regarded  on  the  Frog  Manor  for 
fear  of  the  Franks,  he  at  last  made  his  escape,  and  cast  him- 
self with  all  his  Family  on  the  charity  of  poor  John  Bull ;  the 
common  asylum  of  expulsed  Stewards,  drivellers  and  all. 

Of  the  Landpirate  Pruss  little  shall  be  said  ;  he  is  certainly 
of  a  race  that  one  day  did  not  drivel ;  but  from  the  vigour  of 
that  race  he  also  is  certainly  greatly  degenerated. 

Squire  South  has  long  boasted  the  fate-commanding  star 
of  his  house  ;  and  it  must  be  confessed,  that  even  now,  when 
all  his  neighbours  are  sinking  into  imbecility  and  ruin,  he  still 
stands  more  erect  than  his  fellows  :  and  having  especially 
allied  himself  with  the  invincible  Microcorn,  he  may  yet  lay 
some  claim  to  stand  an  exception  from  the  drivellers. 

The  great  Paul  us,  sole  Autocrate  of  all  the  Ruscovies  must, 
no  doubt,  have  latent  parts ;  since  such  indisputable  judges 
as  John  Bull's  Stewardical  Junto  have  bestowed  upon  him, 
by  way  of  eminence,  the  style  of  the  magnanimous — the  great 
souled  Paul.  Vet  if  we  were  to  form  our  judgment,  either 
from  reports  that  have  reached  our  ears,  or  from  portraits 
that  have  met  our  eyes,  the  purest  Stewardical  birth  with  the 
most  perfect  Stewardical  education,  could  scarce  produce  any 
thing  in  human  character  and  form  nearer  to  the  ape.  His 
son  and  successor,  the  present  Alex,  has  certainly  given 
promise,  and  excited  hopes,  of  something  above  the  common 
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strain  of  Stewardism  :  whether  his  future  conduct  will  con- 
firm these  hopes,  and  tend  to  vindicate  Stewardism  from  dri- 
velling, must  be  left  to  the  event  to  determine. 

The  Steward  of  Danmarch  has  been  long  in  a  state  of 
entire  incapacity.  Of  his  Sou,  who  acts  for  him,  we  know 
little,  and  will  say  less.  He  is  the  kinsman  of  our  adored 
Agricol ;  and  his  Junto  have  acted  a  most  stewardly  and 
kinsman-like  part  towards  him.  As  Microcorn  was  driving 
all  the  drivelling  Stewards  before  him,  and  seizing  on  their 
Manors,  he  began  to  approach  the  Danmarchian  Manor. 
Now  Fad,  the  Young  Steward,  had  a  very  fine  collection  of 
watercraft  kept  up  for  the  defence  of  his  Manor.  This 
useful  and  important  Propagnoculum,  lest  it  might  fall  into 
the  hands  of  Microcorn,  his  affectionate  uncle,  or  his  Agents, 
very  obligingly  offered,  without  fee  or  reward,  to  take  off  his 
hands  into  their  own  entire  possession.  But  this  very  friendly 
offer  Fad  and  his  Danmans,  very  ungratefully,  did  not  alto- 
gether approve  ;  thinking,  perhaps,  that  if  it  was  lost  to  them, 
it  made  little  difference  into  whose  possession  it  went.  He, 
besides,  might  represent  that  even  should  Microcorn  have 
taken  possession  of  it,  he  still  could  never  have  removed  it 
from  the  DanmaFchian  ports  to  his  own  in  defiance  of  the 
Bull  watercraft :  and  it  would  then  have  been  time  enough 
for  them  to  have  taken  possession  of  it  for  themselves  when 
he  was  sure  to  lose  it. 

But  all  this  had  no  weight  with  Agricol's  Agents.  They 
insisted  on  its  being  absolutely  and  immediately  given  up  to 
them.  Fad  then  told  them  that  he  would  sooner  see  it  burnt 
to  ashes,  and  his  mansion  house  along  with  it,  than  submit  to 
such  an  unjust  and  insolent  demand. 

Fad,  no  doubt,  did  not  think,  notwithstanding  their  threat- 
ening, that  any  thing  so  desperately  wicked,  so  daringly  atro- 
cious, as  the   seizing  c{  his   watercraft,  assaulting  and  firing 
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Lis  house  over  his  head,  and  all  his  Family  in  it,  could  se- 
riously be  intended,  far  less  executed,  by  a  neighbour  and 
kinsman,  with  whom  he  was  in  perfect  peace  and  friendship. 
But  he  was  mistaken.  Those  who  had  got  the  Bull  Family 
affairs  into  their  hands  at  this  time,  were  not  more  distin- 
guished for  their  folly  and  perverted  policy,  than  for  their 
contempt  of  all  the  laws  of  justice,  lionour,  and  humanity. 

Fad  drew  up  his  watercraft  close  to  his  principal  man- 
sion, which  stood  upon  the  water,  and  resolved  to  defend 
them  to  the  last  extremity.  The  Bull  watercraft  was  ordered 
to  seize  it.  They  Mere  resisted ;  and  in  consequence,  not 
only  was  Fad's  watercraft  destroyed,  but  his  noble  mansion 
of  Copenhogen  was  set  on  fire  about  his  ears  with  all  his  Fa- 
mily and  people  shut  up  in  it ;  who  perished  in  numbers  in 
the  flames  ;  and  were  at  the  same  time  attacked  with  all  the 
fury  of  the  bullies  and  bravos  engaged  in  the  work.  At  last, 
Fad,  in  pity,  to  save  the  remains  of  his  wretched  family  and 
people,  was  obliged  to  submit  to  the  will  and  disposal  of  his 
affectionate  Uncle's  Agents. 

The  above  is  a  transaction  certainly  worthy  to  be  set  by 
itself,  by  all  Memorialists  ;  as  scarce  to  be  equalled  even  in 
the  records  of  Stewardical  perfidy  and  violence. 

But  to  conclude  our  Stewardical  Catalogue.  The  Heredi- 
tary Steward  of  the  Swaddland  Manor  had  been  by  the  folk 
on  that  Manor  expelled,  as  altogether  incapable  of  his  sta- 
tion :  whether  as  a  driveller  or  demoniac  it  is  unimportant 
to  decide  :  and  from  any  thing  heard,  or  known,  or  done  by 
him,  who  now  nominally  holds  the  office,  it  may  be  suspected 
that  he  is  something  below  even  a  mere  driveller. 

As  to  the  small  fry  of  new-hatched  Stewardlings — of  No- 
thing, nothing  can  be  said.  They  are  such  as  it  suited  him 
who  made  them  that  they  should  be.  Flad  they  been  conspi- 
cuous exceptions  to  the  character  of  drones  and  drivellers, 
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they  had  never  been  made  Stewards.  And  he  who  made 
them,  did  it  in  the  confidence  that  he  could  unmake  them 
again  whenever  it  should  suit  him. 

The  above  degraded  state  of  Stewardism,  the  natural  ef- 
fect of  propagating  In  and  In,  with  less  regard  to  the  breed 
than  a  farmer  pays  to  that  of  his  stock,  is  surely  a  striking 
phenomenon,  and  must  be  thought  ominous.  Yet,  what  is 
scarce  less  strange  than  the  phenomenon  itself,  this  degrada- 
tion excites  no  notice  or  attention  from  the  deluded  dupes- 
and  victims  of  a  combination  of  drivellers  and  demons. 


Chap.  VII. 


Contents.— Microcorn's  Expedition  against  Alex,  the  Russ :— frustrated 
by  the  mere  operation  of  Nature  and  the  Season : — its  Consequences  : 
— the  Expulsion  of  Microcom  from  the  Frankland  Manor: — tiie  Ex- 
tinction of  every  free  Manor  in  Euporia,  and  the  Consignment  of  its 
whole  Inhabitants  to  the  despotical  disposal  of  four  Individuals, 
Russ,  Pruss,  South,  and  Agricol  and  his  Agents.— Thus  an  Under- 
taking constantly  held  forth  to  be  for  the  Establishment  of  Freedom, 
and  social  Order,  terminates  in  consigning  almost  the  whole  of  civi- 
lized Society  to  Despotism,  and  the  Disposal  of  a  few  Individuals, 
the  weakest  and  most  worthless  of  their  kind. 

j^l  O W  once  more  to  resume  our  narrative.  To  enter 
into  any  particular  detail  of  the  renewed  law  proceedings 
would  be  both  endless  and  unprofitable.  Suffice  it  to  ob- 
serve, that  of  the  different  parties  concerned  in  the  quarrel, 
some  might  be  found  at  one  time  on  one  side,  at  another 
time  on  the  opposite;  according  as  their  interests  or  pros- 
pects seemed  to  lead  them.  Only  .John  Hull,  who  really  had 
no  interest  of  his  own  at  all  in  the  suit,  by  the  intrigues  of 
vol.  n.  <> 
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the  Steward's  Agents,  was  constant  and  uniform  in  his  exer- 
tions to  keep  up  the  quarrel,  and  to  engage  all  parties  against 
Microcorn  and  his  Franks.  Next  to  the  Bull  Steward,  Alex 
the  Russ,  was  the  most  strenuous  in  his  exertions  ;  but  may 
be  found  sometimes  on  one  side,  sometimes  on  the  other.  At 
one  time  we  find  him  and  Microcorn  mutually  professing  the 
closest  union  by  a  league  which  could  never  be  dissolved  or 
broken,  *  and  threatening  the  Bull  Steward  and  party  with 
t^ie  consequences.  A  few  months  after,  we  find  Microcorn 
with  all  his  bullies  and  bravos  in  full  march  towards  Alex'g 
capital  mansion,  and  threatening  to  turn  him  out  of  doors  ; 
or  at  least  to  give  the  law  to  him  in  his  own  House  of  Peters- 
ville,  and  prescribe  to  him  how  he  should  rule  his  own  Fa- 
mily and  Manor ;  and  also  what  connections  he  should  form, 
and  how  far  he  should  meddle  in  the  affairs  of  any  of  his 
neighbours. 

Here  was  a  most  inviting  opportunity  for  John  Bull's 
Agents  to  draw  him  in  for  money  to  induce  Alex  the  Russ  to 
defend  himself,  and  maintain  the  possession  of  his  own  house  : 
which  no  doubt  he  would  have  done  equally  vigorously,  and 
equally  effectually  without  it.  Yet  were  millions  of  John 
Bull's  money  lavished  on  the  occasion. 

Fortunately,  this  capital  mansion  lay  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance ;  and  besides  the  interruptions  that  Alex  might  con- 
stantly throw  in  the  way,  the  road  to  it  was  naturally  not  very 
good.  But  as  Microcorn  proposed  to  march  with  his  whole 
train  of  bullies,  bravos,  and  banditti,  he  thought  nothing 
could  stop  his  course,  or  hinder  his  finally  reaching  it.  But 
iu  this  he  happened  to  be  mistaken  :  for  though  he  still  kept 
advancing,  yet,  by  digging  up  the  roads,  breaking  down 
the  bridges,  and  way-laying  him  in  the  woods,  and  at 
every  difficult  pass  encountering  him  with  a  set  of  bullies  and 

•  See  an  Attempt  at  Negotiation  in  1308.— Fret.  Com. 
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bravos,  in  hardihood  and  perseverance  at  least,  not  inferior 
to  his  own,  Russ  not  only  interrupted  and  prolonged  his  jour- 
ney, but  cut  off  such  numbers  of  his  train,  that  his  ever  reach- 
ing Petersville,  the  capital  mansion,  appeared  very  doubtful ; 
and  could  he  have  reached  it,  it  was  still  more  doubtful  that 
he  could  be  that  time  in  any  condition  to  accomplish  his 
threatening. 

But  to  crown  all  his  disasters,  and  indeed  to  secure  hi« 
ruin,  the  obstructions  above  mentioned  had  so  retarded  his 
journey  beyond  his  reckoning,  that  he  found  himself  over- 
taken by  winter,  in  a  country  and  climate,  for  the  rigours 
of  which,  he  and  his  train  were  altogether  unprovided  ;  be- 
sides the  opportunity  it  gave  his  opponent  to  cut  off  every  re- 
source for  shelter  or  sustenance  that  might  enable  him  to 
support  or  overcome  his  disasters. 

Microcorn  had,  however,  with  great  loss  of  numbers  and 
strength,  pushed  himself  forward  to  Moscoville,  a  vast  old 
mansion,  belonging  to  Russ,  which  had  formerly  been  the 
capital  of  the  Manor  ;  and  which,  though  now  long  deserted 
by  the  Steward's  Office  and  Family,  was  still  a  place  of 
great  concourse  and  accommodation.  Here,  Microcorn  reck- 
oned upon  passing  the  severity  of  the  winter  in  great  comfort 
and  convenience  ;  and  proposed  visiting  his  friend  Alex  in  the 
spring,  cum  xephi/ris  et  hirundine  prima.  Alas,  how  mise- 
rably disappointed  !  The  Russes,  aware  of  his  design,  had 
stripped  the  place  and  the  whole  country  round  of  every 
thing  that  could  subsist  man  or  beast ;  and  a  desperate  fellow 
who  had  engaged  to  remain  in  Moscoville  as  long  as  he  could 
with  safety,  when  he  quitted  it  set  it  on  lire  in  a  thousand 
places,  and  left  behind  hundreds  of  emissaries,  engaged  to 
keep  up  the  flames:  so  that  when  Microcorn  and  his  wretch- 
ed train  arrived  where  they  hoped  to  find  comfortable  quar- 
ters, they  found  them  every  where  on  lire  about  their  ears, 
and  not  a  morsel  of  victuals  left  to  sustain  them. 

o   i 
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Microcorn  found  his  situation  now  almost  desperate.  It 
was  the  depth  of  winter,  in  a  climate  where  at  that  season 
the  face  of  nature  is  entirely  shut  up,  and  nothing  but  snow 
and  ice  is  to  be  seen.  The  people  of  the  country  prepared 
for  the  scene,  and  habituated  to  the  clime,  erect  houses,  shops, 
and  inns,  even  on  the  ice  on  their  navigable  rivers,  and  reside 
in  them  for  months  together. 

Microcorn  made  some  attempts  still  to  push  forward  to 
regions  where  some  sustenance  might  be  found :  but  in 
vain.  With  numbers  now  reduced,  he  was  repulsed  on  every 
side,  and  driven  back  to  his  destined  quarters,  which  were 
freely  abandoned  to  him.  His  last  resource  was  to  attempt 
to  tread  back  his  steps,  and  retrace  the  wasted  and  desolated 
regions  he  had  left  behind  him,  which  were  now  nearly  as  desti- 
tute of  sustenance  as  those  the  Russes  had  purposely  laid 
waste  before  him.  And  here  such  a  scene  of  horror  and  mi- 
sery took  place  as  is  truly  painful  for  human  nature  to  con- 
template ;  although  it  is  the  natural  consequence,  and  deserved 
lot,  of  perverted  human  passions  and  pursuits.  Microcorn 
now  found  himself  in  a  state  of  the  utmost  wretchedness  and 
despair  ;  his  followers  dropping  by  thousands  around  him  for 
want  of  food,  in  regions  that  presented  nothing  but  snow. 
The  men  and  their  horses  frozen  into  statues,  lay  in  heaps 
congealed  to  death  :  and  on  the  return  of  spring  their  car- 
cases were  piled  up,  literally  into  hills  of  dead,  and  consumed 
with  fire,  lea«t  their  putrifaction  should  infect  the  atmosphere, 
and  produce  pestilence  and  disease  over  the  country.  Their 
leader  at  last  abandoned  them,  and  made  his  way  to  less  rigid 
climates ;  and  arrived  almost  alone  at  his  capital  mansion  of 
CI  ay  pool. 

Thus,  he  whom  all  the  powers  of  Euporia  had  been  for 
years  in  vain  combined  to  oppose,  was  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks, independent  of  all  human  efforts, by  the  simple  operation 
of  nature  and  providence,   most  miserably  ruined  ;    and  all 
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his  presumptuous  pretensions  blasted  and  extinguished  at 
once.  For  though  he  made  efforts  to  resume  his  course,  yet 
from  this  disaster  his  ejectment  from  the  Frankland  Manor, 
and  his  final  ruis  may  be  dated.  He  was  soon  after  driven 
from  all  his  usurped  possessions,  pursued  even  to  his  capital 
mansion  of  Claypool,  and  that  taken  possession  of  by  his 
confederated  enemies,  with  whom  he  was  obliged  to  come  to 
a  very  humiliating  compromise  ;  so  humiliating,  indeed,  and 
so  unworthy  of  the  vigour,  spirit,  and  capacity,  that  he  had 
on  former  occasions  displayed,  that  it  is  at  present  impossible 
to  account  for  his  submitting  to  it ;  except  it  can  be  supposed 
that  he  really  sacrificed  himself  and  his  fortune?  to  the  wish 
or  interest  of  the  Franks  :  or,  that  he  intended  it  as  a  mere 
temporary  expedient,  to  gain  lime  till  his  genius  or  fortune 
should  present  some  happier  resource  ;  as,  in  fact,  it  really 
proved. 

By  this  compromise  he  agreed  to  resign  all  pretensions  to 
the  Frankland  Manor,  and  all  particular  intercourse  and  con- 
nection with  the  Frank  Family  ;  and  to  sequestrate  himself 
upon  a  small  Islet  in  Middlepool,  assigned  him  in  sovereignty, 
with  the  continuance  of  the  title  of  Fmperator,  either  in 
irony,  or  in  mere  indifference,  together  with  a  ven  liberal  al- 
lowance, which  it  was  agreed  to  pay  him  annually. 

All  the  above  may  appear  a  very  natural  and  fair  conse- 
quence of  the  important  ejectment  at  law.  Hut  by  what 
law,  right,  or  pretence,  they  could  interfere  between  the  Man 
and  his  Wife,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  :  yet  they  absolutely 
took  his  Wife  and  only  Son,  a  mere  child,  from  him,  and 
have  never  allowed  them  to  see  or  converse  with  one  another 
since.  The  Wife  being,  indeed,  the  Daughter,  ami  the  Son, 
of  course,  the  Granchild  of  the  great  Squire  South,  a  suitable 
provision  for  them  was  an  article  of  the  composition  entered 
into  :  but  out;  which  has  hc.cn  since  entirely  disregarded.  1 1 
has  even  been  attempted  to  induce  the  lady  to  marry  another 
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Husband.    In  this  sequestrated  state  we  will  leave  Microcorn 
for  awhile,  and  resume  our  more  immediate  subject 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  triumph  and  exultation  of  the  con- 
federates upon  this  occasion  ;  especially  the  Albion  Steward's 
Office,  and  the  Bull  Family  law-faction,  who  in  spite  of  every 
disaster  and  remonstrance  had  urged  on  the  lawsuit,  set  no  bounds 
to  their  exultation  and  self-applause.  And  even  the  Family  and 
Folk  on  the  Manor  in  general,  though  escaped  but  with  the 
skin  of  their  teeth,  were  glad  to  have  survived,  and  seen  the 
close,  as  they  thought,  of  so  desperate  and  destructive  a  quar- 
rel into  which  they  had  been  dragged  by  the  mere  folly  and 
presumption,  not  to  say  the  diabolical  designs  of  the  Stew- 
ard's Office  and  Agents  ;  and  from  which,  though  they  might 
not  be  fully  aware  that  it  was  intended  directly  against  their 
own  freedom  and  interest,  they  knew  they  had  nothing  to  ex- 
pect or  gain  but  expence  and  ruin.  The  Family  now  once 
more  began  to  cherish  hopes  ; — alas !  how  soon  to  be  extin- 
guished by  still  more  desperate  prospects ! 

At  this  time  the  chiefs  of  the  confederacy,  Russ,  Pruss, 
and  South,  were  all  met  at  Claypool,  the  capital  mansion 
of  the  Frankland  Manor,  whither  the  Bull  Baby  also  sent  a 
representative.  And  the  whole  of  Euporia,  and  almost  of 
Terra  Cognita,  being  now  in  their  hands,  they  industriously 
set  about  disposing  of  it ;  and  that,  at  first,  with  more  seeming 
justice  and  moderation  than  might  have  been  expected  from 
such  characters.  So  that  a  superficial  observer  might  have 
been  tempted  to  believe  that  they  had  really  enlarged  their 
minds  from  the  narrow  and  debasing  character  of  Steward- 
ism,  and  aspired  at  the  dignity  and  worth  of  men.  But  they 
knew  that  the  whole  race  of  Euporians  was  in  their  hands, 
and  as  they  run  no  risk  of  being  held  to  their  word, 
a  seeming  moderation  might  tend  to  lay  suspicion  asleep,  and 
their  subsequent  conduct  shewed  how  impossible  it  is  for  the 
leopard  to  change  his  spots.     Having  now  removed  from 
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Claypool  to  Vienn,  where  they  were  less  likely  to  be  interrupt- 
ed by  any  opposition  of  reason  or  stirrings  of  freedom,  they 
soon  displayed  their  natural  and  predominant  character ;  and 
by  their  destination,  they  left  not  a  single  free  Manor,  nor 
even  a  free  man,  in  Euporia.  All  were  consigned  over  with- 
out reserve  or  resource,  to  the  absolute  possession  of  some 
arbitrary  Steward  of  the  legitimate  fraternity. 

Formerly  there  were  in  Euporia  numbers  of  Families  and 
Manors,  on  which  the  folk  claimed,  and  in  some  degree  pos- 
sessed, the  disposal  of  themselves  and  their  own  affairs. 
Every  one  of  these  was  now  absolutely  disposed  of  by  these 
usurpers.  Thus  Polandia,  Saxonia,  Flandria,  the  Frog  Ma- 
nor, Genova,  and  a  number  of  Farms  on  the  great  Manors  of 
Germania  and  Italia,  all  hitherto  exercising  some  degree  of 
self-possession,  were  now  by  these  conscientious  guardians  of 
human  liberty,  entirely  consigned  over  to  the  absolute  dispo- 
sal of  arbitrary  Stewardism ;  and  every  man  of  the  many 
millions  of  Euporia,  implicitly  disposed  of  by  four  indivi- 
duals, Russ,  Pruss,  South,  and  the  Bull  Steward's  Agent. 
And  this  is  all  the  fruit,  and,  indeed,  was  always  the  sole 
object  of  those  ruinous  lawsuits  in  which  John  Bull's  Stew- 
ards and  their  Agents  have  kept  him  so  long,  and  so  obsti- 
nately engaged ;  and  in  which  they  have  now  seemingly  suc- 
ceeded to  their  wish ;  though  they  have  the  effrontery  to  hold 
forth  that  they  are  contending  for  freedom  and  social  order. 
An  order,  that  shall  consign  the  whole  race  of  mankind  to 
the  arbitrary  disposal  of  a  few  individuals,  the  most  unprinci- 
pled, the  weakest,  and  most  worthless  of  their  species. 
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Chap.  VIII. 
CoKTEffTS. — The  Restoration  of  the  Baboon  Drones. 

J3UT  at  present  let  us  return  to  the  Frankland  Manor. 
The  Franks  and  their  Manor  lying  at  this  time  entirely  at 
the  mercy  of  the  confederates,  they  affected  to  leave  them 
free,  inviolate,  and  independent,  within  their  ancient  and  na- 
tural limits.  An  instance,  no  doubt,  of  surprising  modera- 
tion, in  such  characters,  had  it  amounted  in  effect  to  any 
thing  :  but  all  this  was  mere  pretence  and  affectation.  For, 
under  their  auspices  a  few  individuals  who  happened  to  be 
assembled  at  Claypool,  originally  under  the  sanction  of  Mi- 
crocorn,  now  changing  their  principles  with  the  change  of 
parties,  assumed  the  power  to  make  laws,  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion, and  to  fix  a  government  for  the  millions  of  the  Franks, 
without  once  consulting  them  or  asking  their  consent.  And 
at  the  head  of  this  deep  devised,  and  strong  built  system,  to 
carry  it  into  execution,  was  placed  the  old  discarded,  and  still 
disclaimed,  Baboon  Steward.  Surely,  if  either  the  Franks 
or  the  confederates  could  think  that  such  a  scheme  could  be 
permanent,  could  be  any  thing,  they  must  be  weaker  and  more 
ignorant  than  children  playing  at  kings  and  emperors  in 
sport. 

To  say  any  thing  thing  of  the  tenor  or  tendency  of  this 
scheme  of  Constitution,  were  quite  superfluous.  Had  it  been 
designed  by  angelic  goodness,  and  formed  by  unerring  -wis- 
dom, the  very  idea  of  a  few  uncousulted,  unaccredited  indi- 
viduals, forming  and  prescribing  a  Constitution  and  Laws,  to 
rule  and  govern  the  most  powerful,  the  most  presumptuous, 
the  most  self-sufficient  people  on  earth,  is  sufficient  to  render 
it    idle,    abortive,    ridiculous, — more     vain     and     visionary 
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than  a  castle  in  the  air  !  And  perfectly  accordant  with  the 
sapient  device  of  this  scheme  was  the  person  who  was  to  exe- 
cute it,  the  wretched  cypher,  Lewis  Baboon  ;  by  his  syco- 
phant flatterers  affected  to  be  called  Lewis  the  much-desired  ; 
how  justly,  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel. 

The  Baboons  had  been  expelled  the  Frankland  Manor  by 
the  general  act  and  impulse  of  the  Frank  Family ;  and  for 
more  than  20  years  had  sculked  about  in  the  neighbourhood, 
especially  on  the  Albion  Manor,  scarce  spoken  or  thought  of 
either  by  friends  or  foes.  But  no  sooner  did  they  hear  of 
the  success  of  the  confederates  and  the  fall  of  Microcorn,  than 
they  began  to  bestir,  and  rouse  themselves  as  much  as  rouse 
themselves  they  can  ;  and  ventured  to  peep  abroad  from  their 
lurking  places  ;  and  the  chief  of  the  Family  soon  presented  him- 
self as  a  suitable  head-piece,  or  rather  tail-piece,  to  the  above 
Constitution,  surrounded  by  the  drones  of  the  ancient  hive  ; 
who  hoped  under  such  auspices  again  to  resume  their  wonted 
waste,  again  to  riot  on  the  stock  and  labour  of  the  indus- 
trious swarm. 

To  the  genuine  Franks,  now  fretting  under  their  present 
depression,  the  wretch  who  could  take  advantage  of  such  a 
situation  to  obtrude  himself  upon  them,  under  the  sanction  of 
foreign  force,  must  be  doubly  an  object  of  contempt  and 
detestation.—- A  Craven  who,  while  all  Fuporia  were  con- 
testing about  what  they  considered  as  his  inheritance,  and 
straining  beyond  their  strength  to  oppose  his  rival, — instead 
of  appearing  the  foremost  in  every  rencounter — prodigal  ol 
blood,  and  even  life  itself,  so  as  lie  might  revenge  his  wrongs, 
or  recover  his  rights — was  fain  to  sculk  obscure  beyond  the 
reach  of  danger,  till  all  the  strife  was  over,  and  then  comes 
strutting  and  crowing  upon  the  field.  On  John  Hull's  Ma- 
nor he  was  sure  no  enemy  could  reach  him. 

But  among  the  Franks,  as  in  every  other  Family,  there 
were  a  set  of  the  baser  and  more  degenerate  sort,  the  drones 
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of  every  hive.  These,  the  repining  appendages  of  the  ancient 
Regime  and  of  the  Old  Steward's  Office,  when  they  heard  of 
Microcorn's  ejectment,  thought  that  all  was  now  again  their 
own  ;  and  crowding  around  Lewis,  escorted  him  with  great 
parade,  under  the  encouraging  sanction  of  the  Bull  Steward's 
Office,  from  his  asylum  in  the  Albion  Manor,  to  Claypool, 
the  Frankland  Mansion-house  :  and  so  infatuated  was  the 
silly  insignificant  drone  with  his  already  unlimited  power,  that 
before  he  had  reached  his  Mansion,  without  consulting  any  of 
the  co-ordinate  powers  fixed  by  the  Constitution — before  one 
responsible  person  had  given  consent  to  his  setting  a  foot  on 
the  Manor — he,  in  his  journey,  issued  a  Proclamation  altering 
and  restricting  that  Constitution.  And  as  if  his  Stewardical 
Authority  had  been  indeed  indefeasible  beyond  the  power  of 
nature,  fortune,  or  law,  he  dated  this  Proclamation  in  the 
nineteenth  year  of  his  Stewardship ;  which  Stewardship  he 
had  not  yet  entered  upon  ;  and  which,  in  all  probability,  will 
never  be  of  long  continuance. 

By  the  Constitution  above  mentioned,  liberty  of  speech 
and  pen,  the  right  of  expressing  and  publishing  their  thoughts 
and  opinions  on  all  subjects,  was  declared  to  be  the  undoubted 
privilege  of  every  Frank.  But  this  was  a  privilege  altogether 
incompatible  with  Lewis'  Stewardical  ideas.  Censors  were 
therefore  appointed,  by  whose  judgment  all  persons  were  to 
think,  speak,  and  write. 

This  freedom  of  speech  and  pen  is  indeed  the  very  palla- 
dium of  liberty  ;  and  where  it  exists  no  gross  abuse  can  long 
stand  its  scourge,  while  any  sense  of  shame  or  honour  remains. 
And  where  this  freedom  is  lost,  or  left  at  the  mercy  of 
Stewards  or  their  Agents,  there  can  be  no  longer  any  pretence 
to  genuine  liberty. 
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Chap.   IX. 

Contests.— The  Restoration  of  the  Baboons  highly  gratifying  to  the 
Bull  Steward's  Office.— The  sole  Object  for  which  they  were  con- 
tending, the  absolute  Subjection  of  every  thing  to  Stewardism. — 

The  incredible  profusion  of  the  Steward's  Office While  thousands 

of  the  Bull  Family  are  starving  for  want,  a  Sum  to  the  amount  of 
some  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds,  and  that  might  free  from  distress 
25,000  useful  families,  is  lavished  upon  a  few  individuals  of  no  use  or 
significance  whatsoever. 

31  OTHING  could  be  more  grateful  to  the  Bull  Steward's 
Office  than  this  resumption  of  Lewis  Baboon.  The  sole 
motive  of  the  long  and  ruinous  lawsuit  which  they  had  ex- 
cited, commenced,  and  carried  on  in  every  estate  of  Euporia, 
was  their  abhorrence  of  liberty,  and  dread  of  the  folk  pretend- 
ing to  any  right,  power,  or  property  in  themselves ;  or  to  lay 
any  restraint  on,  or  prescribe  any  bounds  or  conditions  to 
their  Stewards.  And  the  sole  object  proposed  to  be  gained 
by  this  endless  lawsuit,  was  the  extinction  of  all  such  preten- 
sions, and  the  supporting,  extending,  and  establishing  of 
unlimited  Stewardical  Authority,  wherever  their  power  or 
influence  can  reach.  To  obtain  this  end,  they  have  kept 
John  Bull  for  twenty  years  in  a  state  of  almost  constant 
intoxication;  while  they  have  picked  his  pocket,  squandered 
away  his  substance,  and  reduced  him  to  bankruptcy,  and  his 
family  to  beggary  :  the  lives  of  thousands,  and  ten  thousands, 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  whom,  they  have  beside  sacri- 
ficed to  this  their  execrable  Idol,  Unlimited  Stewardical 
Power. 

And  when  John  has  at  am  time  so  far  recovered  his  senses 
as  to  struggle,  or  attempt  to  cry  out  at  the  wrongs  i\onc  him, 
they  have  provided,  as  above  i-tated,  a  strait-waistcoat  to  con- 
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fine  his  hands,  and  A  gag  to  clap  in  his  mouth.  And  they 
seem  determined  to  proceed  as  long  as  the  Squire  has  a  shil- 
ling to  be  extorted,  or  a  wretched  wight  of  the  Family  can  be 
inveigled  or  driven  to  the  slaughter ;  as,  no  doubt,  thinking  it 
better  to  extort  the  last  penny  from  the  Family,  and  share  it 
among  themselves  and  their  pensionary  Stewards  on  Terra- 
firm,  than  to  leave  John  Bull  either  power,  property,  or 
liberty,  to  enable  him  to  check  or  restrain  the  presumption 
and  encroachments  of  Stewardism.  And  they  are  conscious, 
that  by  the  secured  prostitute  compliance  of  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office,  the  power,  property,  and  persons  on  the  Manor  are 
all  entirely  at  their  disposal. 

But  beside  the  millions  perniciously  profused  on  their  fo- 
reign Confederates,  what  shall  be  said,  or  what  shall  be 
thought,  of  the  thousands,  ten  thousands,  twenty  thousands, 
thirty  thousands,  and  forty  thousands  a  year  lavished  on  indi- 
viduals of  their  mercenary  and  obsequious  tools  at  home — 
an  A — d — n,  a  B — ck — ng — m,  a  C — md — n,  a  B — th — t, 
a  Y — ke,  a  R — e,  a  C — nn — ng.  This  last,  a  cunning,  pert, 
prattling  fellow,  pretending  to  honesty,  though  as  great  a 
knave  as  the  Cabal  can  supply  ;  but  apt  to  be  troublesome, 
because  he  cannot  obtain  such  a  place  among  them  as  he 
thinks  himself  entitled  to.  So  this  growling  cur  has  a  sop  of 
,£12,000  a  year  gnen  to  silence  him,  and  a  further  offal  of 
c£S,000  thrown  to  him  to  send  him  out  of  the  way  at  once, 
and  get  rid  of  his  yelping.  And  this  scheme  has  succeeded 
to  admiration  ;  for,  1  think,  neither  his  name  nor  his  noise 
have  been  heard  of  since  he  received  his  sop.  It  is  indeed 
said  he  is  set  on  the  watch  in  an  important  station.  But  I 
think  we  have  read  no  dispatches  from  the  Steward's  Office 
of  Lusitania  since  his  being  stationed  there  :  and  no  wonder — 
for  in  Lusitania  no  Steward's  Office  exists. 

Thus  a  sum,  which  at  ,£c10  each,  in  addition  to  their 
labour,  might  make  1000  useful  families  comfortable;  or,  at 
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o£lO  each,  might  relieve  from  distress  double  that  nurfiber— 
each  individual  of  whom  were  of  more  utility  in  nature,  and 
more  importance  to  the  Bull  Family,  than  twenty  such  yelp- 
ing curs  as  C-n-g;  though  .£20,000  is  thrown  away, 
just  to  get  rid  of  his  petulant  pretensions  to  honesty  ;  to 
which,  it  is  hoped,  he  will  never  again  have  the  assurance  to 
pretend.  If  to  these  we  add  the  number  of  families  that,  by 
the  same  calculation,  might  be  relieved  by  the  superfluous 
profusion  of  10,  20,  30,  or  o£40,000  a  year  each,  upon  an 
A — d — n,  a  B-ck-ng-m,  a  C-md-n,  a  B-th-st,  a  Y-rke,  a 
tl-e,  &c. :  or,  estimating  the  whole  at  c£ 250,000,  which  is 
below  the  actual  amount  of  sinecures,  superfluous  pensions, 
and  augmented  salaries — we  shall  find  what,  at  «£l0  each, 
w  ithout  slackening  their  industry,  would  relieve  from  distress 
even  to  starvation  23,000  families,  useful  and  profitable  to 
the  Manor ;  this,  we  shall  lind  lavished  upon  five  or  six 
individuals — worse  than  insignificant — pernicious,  prosti- 
tute, perjured,  purchased,  and  paid  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  supporting  counsels,  and  promoting  measures  directed 
to  the  subversion  of  the  Constitution,  the  perdition  of  their 
country,  and  the  slavery  of  the  race  to  which  they  belong. 

If,  again,  we  suppose  those  25,000  families  to  consist  of 
five  persons  each,  we  shall  find  the  distress  of  125,000  indi- 
viduals—perhaps nearly  the  number  of  the  Bull  Family  that 
are  now  perishing  with  want — may  be  relieved  without  the 
smallest  privation  or  inconveniency  to  one  person  on  the 
Manor.  For  supposing  those  voracious  drones  really  worthy 
of  some  consideration,  besides  their  own  possession1-,  they 
have  most  of  them  already  amassed  so  much  of  the  public 
money,  that  they  can  live  even  in  luxury  and  voluptuousness, 
though  shipped  of  those  wages  of  prostitution  and  shame; 
by  vhich  they  devour  the  labours  of  thousands  of  useful  and 
indu.stiious  members  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  whole  wealth  and   value  of  every  Manor  consists  in 
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the  fruit  and  profit  of  the  labour  bestowed  upon  it.  The 
richest  soil,  the  best  land,  without  cultivation  will  produce 
nothing  useful  to  man  in  a  civilized  state.  And  the  greatest 
holder  on  the  Manor  of  Albion,  a  N-rf-lk,  a  B-df-rd,  &c. 
could  not  procure  for  himself  bread  to  eat  from  all  his  land ; 
nor  a  bed  to  lie  on,  or  the  most  common  conveniences  of 
life  from  all  his  wealth,  but  for  the  art  and  toil  of  the  indus- 
trious labourer  and  ingenious  mechanic.  A  candid  and  inge- 
nious speculator,*  even  of  the  Stewardical  party,  allows  that 
a  labourer  who  earns  but  a  shilling  a  day,  pays  «£lO  a  year, 
or  something  more  than  one  half  of  it,  in  taxes ;  beside  the 
advantage  the  public  derives  from  his  labour.  If,  according 
to  this  calculation,  we  suppose  a  labourer,  beside  the  scanty 
support  of  himself  and  family,  to  produce  to  the  public  ad- 
vantage of  10  a  year,  then  we  have  the  produce  to  the  public 
of  25,000  useful  individuals  profused  upon  five  or  six,  worse 
than  useless,  pernicious  drones ;  already  possessed  of  more 
than  all  the  ends  of  nature  can  use,  or  even  luxury  consume 
or  waste. 

It  will  perhaps  be  said  in  reply  to  the  above,  that  instead 
of  the  mechanic  and  labourer  contributing  any  thing  to  the 
public,  their  families  must  often  be  supported  at  the  public 
expence.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  wages  received 
by  the  artisan  and  labourer  are  by  no  means  the  measure  by 
which  to  estimate  the  value  of  his  labour  to  the  public. 
Else,  whence  the  great  fortunes  raised  by  some  Master 
manufacturers ;  whence  the  million  a  year  of  the  Steward's 
salary,  and  the  additional  half  million  every  other  year  to 
defray  his  debts,  and  supply  the  profligate  profusion  of  the 
Steward's  Houshold  ;  whence  the  hundreds  of  millions  ex- 
pended in  the  quarrels  of  the  Steward's  Office  within  the  last 
twenty  years  ?  All  these  have  no  other  source  than  the  indus- 
try and  ingenuity  of  the  labourer,  artisan,  and  mechanic.   For, 

Mr.  Preston. — Pret.  Coin. 


239 

as  we  have  said  before,  the  greatest  titillate  on  the  Manor,  so 
far  from  supplying  any  thing  to  the  public,  could  not  find 
himself  bread  to  eat,  nor  the  common  conveniences  of  life, 
without  the  labour  of  the  industrious  cultivator  and  ingenious 
mechanic. 

All  is  the  gift  of  industry,  whate'er  exalts, 
Embellishes,  or  renders  life  delightful. 

No  one,  surely  will  say  that  an  Ard-n,a  B-ck-g-tn,  a  C-md-n, 
a  C-nn-ng,  a  P-tt,  a  C-stl-r-gh,  ever  produced  a  penny  to  the 
advantage  of  the  public.  And  though  there  are  who  pretend 
that  the  services  of  such  have  deserved  from  it ;  yet  it  is  to 
be  feared  that  their  services,  nay  their  designs,  have  been 
more  pernicious  to  the  public  than  even  their  boundless  waste 
of  its  substance. 

The  above  instances  of  profligate  profusion,  though  facts 
notorious  to  all  the  Bull  Family,  must  appear,  in  the  existing 
state  of  the  Family  Finances,  so  irrational,  so  incredible,  that 
the  Editor  will  perhaps  scarce  escape  the  suspicion  of  false- 
hood, or  exaggeration  at  least :  he  will  therefore  be  a  little 
more  explicit  upon  the  subject. 

It  is  a  certain  fact,  which  nothing  but  its  notoriety  could 
render  credible,  or  justify  any  man  in  advancing,  that  while 
the  Bull  Steward's  Office  is  in  a  state  of  absolute  insolvency, 
and  the  public  Hank  of  the  Manor  has  long  stopped  payment 
in  cash ;  and  while  all  business  is  carried  on  by  circulating 
slips  of  paper  on  the  credit  of  the  Family  in  general : — While 
all  this  is  the  case,  the  Agents  of  the  Steward's  Office  are 
lavishing,  and  daily  augmenting,  among  themselves  and  then- 
supporters,  each  his  thousands,  his  ten  thousands,  his  twenty 
thousands,  and  his  thirty  thousands  a  year,  all  out  of  the  public 
stock  ;  and  spending  it  in  enormous  and  unnatural  luxury  and 
voluptuousness.     And  these  sums  are  profused  upon  persons 
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who  never  displayed  a  symptom  of  ability,  worth,  or  merit  of 
any  kind,  or  ever  willingly  admitted  one  known  to  possess 
worth  or  principle  to  participate  in  their  perfidious  schemes 
and  plunder ;  persons  who  never  did  a  service  to  the  Family, 
or  ever  can  be  expected  to  do  any.  Their  sole  merit  con- 
sists in  their  being  sure  supporters,  and  unquestioning  coad- 
jutors, to  the  Stewardical  Junto  in  the  most  profligate  and 
pernicious  schemes  they  can  possibly  devise.  Don  C-md-n, 
indeed,  who  may  be  placed  at  the  head  of  this  meritorious, 
or  to  speak  plainly,  meretricious  corps,  on  one  occasion  con- 
descended to  exhibit  himself  in  a  conspicuous  and  important 
crisis.  A  crisis,  which  sacrificed  the  lives  of  thousands  to 
perfidy  ;  and  has  entailed  confusion,  distress,  and  misery, 
ever  since  on  the  whole  of  the  devoted  Manor  of  Erin ;  of 
which  in  the  next  chapter. 
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Chap.  X. 

Co\tf\t<;.— The  deplorable  Effects  of  Stewardical  Perfidy  towards  the 
Manor  of  Erin  and  the  Blunt  Family, — commence  under  the  Aug* 
pices  of  Don  C-ind-u. — Further  Strictures  on  the  profligate  Profu- 
sion of  the  Steward's  Office. 

1  HE  wretched  inhabitants  ,of  Green  Erin  catching  a 
spark  from  the  flame  of  liberty  that  was  kindling  around 
them,  and  diffusing  itself  through  the  human  race,  had 
long  made  instant  and  strong,  but  respectful  and  loyal,  remon- 
strances to  the  Albion  Steward's  Office,  on  the  subject  of 
their  enormous  oppressions  and  wrongs  ;  and  laid  claim  to 
the  common  rights  and  privileges  of  men  and  denizens  on 
their  own  Manor.  A  claim  so  strongly  supported  by  jus- 
tice, by  reason,  and  by  sound  policy,  that  nothing  but  the 
most  determined  contempt  of  all  reason,  justice,  and  policy, 
could  suggest  an  objection  to  it.  Indeed  so  just,  so  clear,  so 
irresistible  did  this  claim  appear,  that  in  spite  of  their  natural 
antipathy  to  freedom,  it  seems  for  a  time  even  in  the  Stew- 
ard's Office,  to  have  been  thought  absolutely  necessary  to 
yield  to  it ;  or,  at  least  to  dissemble  such  yielding  till  they 
had  prepared  the  means  to  resist  it. 

Jn  conformity  with  this  state  of  affairs,  and  the  proposed 
compliance  with  it,  the  Erinites  were  encouraged  to  indulge 
the  most  sanguine  hopes  with  respect  to  their  claim  and  peti- 
tion :  and  in  order  to  arrange  measures  for  the  intended  con- 
cessions, and  to  derive  the  greatest  advantage  from  them  to 
both  Families  and  Manors,  .Don  Macwilliam,  a  person  of 
generous  piinciples,  and  incorruptible  integrity  and  honour, 
was  sent  to  Erin  with  the  appointment  of  deputy  Steward 
and  supreme  Agent  on  the  Manor.     Jn  pursuance  of    the 
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object  of  his  appointment,  and  in  compliance  Willi  the  sp'p 
fit  of  concession  which  he  was  commissioned  to  display, 
Macwilliam  began  his  administration  by  treating  even  the 
Peterkins  and  all  the  Blunt  Family  as  freemen,  and  as 
of  some  account  in  the  general  prosperity  of  the  Manors  : 
and  by  this  plan  of  proceeding  he  was  so  successful  in  con- 
ciliating all  ranks  and  descriptions  of  persons  on  the  Manor 
of  Erin,  that  in  spite  of  all  past  provocation,  and  notwith- 
standing their  poverty  and  oppression,  they  raised  such  libe-* 
ral  and  such  large  contributions  for  the  charge  of  the  Ma- 
nors and  Stewardship  as  had  never  before  been  experienced. 
And,  indeed,  so  pleased  were  the  generous  Erinites  with  the 
attention  paid  to  them,  and  so  elated  with  the  prospect  of 
the  freedom  and  privileges  they  were  now  at  last,  after  such 
long  and  severe  struggles,  sure  of  obtaining,  that  to  speak  ia 
sacred  terms,---"  They  seemed  ready,  if  it  had  been  possible, 
to  have  plucked  out  their  own  eyes  and  to  have  given  them  to" 
John  Bull  and  his  Steward.  Bat  alas  !  what  is  so  frail  as 
Stewardical  purposes  ?  what  so  perfidious  as  Stewardical 
promises  ?  Of  the  strong  disposition  in  the  Stewardical 
Junto  to  obtain  contribution,  and  draw  money  from  the  folk 
on  both  Manors  no  one  will  pretend  a  doubt ;  yet  we  have 
here  a  proof  that  their  dread  and  horror  of  the  least  concession 
in  favour  of  liberty  is  still  stronger  than  even  their  rapacity ; 
and  the  strongest  at  last  is  sure  to  prevail.  Here  nature 
forced  from  its  bent,  recoiled  ;  "  the  dog  returned  to  his  vomit 
again." 

Just  as  the  Palaverium  and  the  whole  authority  on  the 
Manor  of  Erin,  and  Macwilliam  in  behalf  of  the  Steward, 
had  agreed  to  sanction  the  just  liberty  and  privileges  of  the 
folk  on  the  Manor  of  Erin,  all  was  reversed  in  an  instant: 
every  thing  that  had  been  conceded  countermanded,  and  Mac- 
william required  to  contradict  all  the  hopes  he  had  held  ou# 
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to  the  Erinites.  *  He  spurned  the  dishonourable  proposal  j 
and  aware  of  the  shocking  consequences  that  must  follow 
such  a  deep  and  perfidious  disappointment,  indignantly  resigned 
his  station.  And  such  a  station  in  such  circumstances  who 
would  venture  to  hold,  or  accept  ?  Defying  all  consequences 
the  intrepid  C-md-n  presents  himself;  and  with  the  contempt 
of  Albion,  and  the  execration  of  Erin,  boldly  assumes  the  ar- 
duous undertaking  :  in  which  during  his  inauguration  he  was 
with  difficulty  protected  from  the  rage  of  the  Family  by  the 
Stewardical  bands  of  hired  bailiffs  and  bravos.  Of  his  prow- 
ess in  this  important  station,  1  think  we  hear  nothing.  In- 
deed the  scene  soon  became  too  awful  for  such  unapt  and 
imbecile  hands. 

All  order  and  deference  for  authority  and  law  were  now 
at  once,  as  might  be  expected,  extinguished  on  the  Ma- 
nor of  Erin  ;  and  on  the  Stewardical  side  all  civil  proceed- 
ing is  suspended,  and  every  thing  consigned  to  the  power  and 
authority  of  the  Steward's  bailiffs  and  bravos. 

From  the  scenes  of  cruelty  and  blood  that  were  now  exhi- 
bited on  both  sides,  the  Writer  shrinks  with  horror,  disgust, 
and  indignation.  Thousands  and  ten  thousands  both  of  the 
Bull  and  Blunt  Families  were  the  wretched  victims  of  these 
transaction*.  I\or  does  it  appear  that  the  brutified  authors 
of  all  this  misery  ever  shrunk  from,  or  hesitated  in  their  pur- 
pose, or  shewed  the  least  sign  of  remorse  or  regret  for  all  the 
blood  and  slaughter  their  perfidy  had  produced. 

The  conspicuous  part  he  bore  in  bringing  forward  this 
acene  of  misery  and  destruction  is,  I  think,  the  only  public 

*  All  tlii*  is  supposed  to  be  the  work  of  one  Bcrcsbrook,  who,  having 
been  superseded  in  an  office  by  Macwilliam,  repaired  to  Albion, and  per- 
suaded the  Steward's  Office  to  rescind  every  thing  that  th"v  had  sanc- 
tioned in  favour  of  the  Blunt  Family.  So  to  this  wretched  tool  may  hf; 
imputed  all  the  misery  and  bloodshed  consequent  upon  this  disastrous 
crisis,  which  is  operating  even  to  this  day. 

I!      2 
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Oc'tdsiori  on  which  the  name  of  C-md-n  appears,  and  by1 
which  he  has  merited  his  .£30,000  a  year  of  John  Bull's 
money  1  and  while  contempt  of  principle  is  so  bountifully 
rewarded,  the  servile  debasement  of  dons  and  dignitaries^ 
considering  what  stuff  they  are  made  of,  will  excite  no  sur- 
prise. 

Don  B-k-ng  m  is,  I  think,  to  all  important  ends  and  pur- 
poses still  less  efficient  than  C-md-n  ;  but  as  little  besides 
his  name  and  relation  to  the  Badspeed  party  is  known  or 
heard  of,  so  little  shall  here  be  said  of  him.  As  he  receives 
<£30,000  a  year  of  John  Bull's  money,  we  may  safely  con- 
clude that  he  is  a  sure  and  trusty  tool  of  the  Stewardical 
Junto,  in  opposition  to  the  Bull  Family,  whenever  their  inte- 
rests come  in  competition.  Yet  as  he  is  not  so  zealous  and 
obtrusive  as  the  other,  he  may  perhaps  have  some  sentiments 
or  feeling  of  compunction ;  though  not  virtue  or  honour  suf- 
ficient to  resist  such  a  temptation.  As  to  the  other  two, 
B-th-st  and  Y-ke,  they  are  so  merely  tools,  that  in  no  other 
respect  were  their  names  ever  heard  of.  B-th-st,  indeed,  has 
three  or  four  other  appointments  heaped  upon  him  ;  for  all 
of  which  he  receives  large  emoluments,  and  is  on  the  whole, 
perhaps,  of  as  much  use  and  importance  to  the  Junto  as  an 
old  clock  that  marks  to  the  Family  the  arrival  and  passage  of 
the  hours. 

As  to  Y-ke,  I  think,  the  only  occasion  on  which  his  name 
has  been  heard,  and  that  by  which  he  merited  his  thousands, 
Was  when  a  point  highly  interesting  to  John  Bull  was  to  be 
discussed  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Office,  and  on  which  he  knew  the 
Cabal  and  all  who  adhered  to  them  must  stand  in  direct  op- 
position to  the  Family  interest,  he  proposed  and  insisted  on 
it, — that  John  Bull  should  be  ordered  out  of  doors,  that  he 
might  not  know  how  shamefully  he  was  betrayed,  nor  who 
were  his  principal  enemies  ;  for  never  was  the  maxim  so  true, 
—  a  man's  enemies  are  those  of  his  own  house, — as  in  the 
case  of  John  Bull's  House. 
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Agricol  C-nn-g,  as  of  more  !  obscure  original  than  the 
others,  is  obliged  to  aim  at  a  more  active  and  conspi- 
cuous part  in  order  to  raise  himself  to  notice.  At  the 
time  above  alluded  to,  when  the  spirit  of  liberty  aroused  in 
Columbia,  and  rampant  in  Frankland,  had  diffused  Us  influ- 
ence in  some  degree  to  all  the  neighbouring  Manors,  and 
nature  and  reason  threatened  to  resume  their  rights  : — at 
such  a  crisis  every  effort  of  sophistry,  deception,  and  false 
reasoning  were  required  and  had  recourse  to  in  order  to  con- 
found reason  and  truth,  and  mislead  the  multitude.  When 
thus  all  manner  of  fraud,  falsehood,  and  imposture  were  put 
in  requisition,  this  prater,  conscious  of  his  talent  for  sophistry 
and  deception,  presented  himself  a  ready  instrument  for 
such  service  ;  and  undertook  a  journal  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  diffusing  ;  and  by  such  services  arrived  at  great  in- 
fluence and  importance  with  the  Junto.  But  not  according  in 
all  things  with  them,  and  being,  as  we  have  said,  a  powerful 
prater,  he  was  sometimes  found  very  importunate  and  trou- 
blesome. So  to  get  rid  of  him  and  stop  his  mouth  at  once, 
it  was  agreed  to  throw  him  the  above  sop  of  £'20,(KX)  a  year 
out  of  John  Bull's  pocket  ;  and  to  send  him  on  a  sleeveless 
errand  to  the  Steward's  Office  of  a  neighbouring  Manor, 
where  there  was,  in  fact,  neither  Steward  nor  Steward's  Of- 
fice ;  nor,  indeed,  any  other  object  in  view  but  to  get  him 
out  of  the  way,  and  to  find  a  pretence  to  pay  him  the  stipu- 
lated price  of  his  forbearance.  Of  course,  though  his  ap- 
pointment is  now  of  considerable  standing,  we  do  not,  1 
think,  find  in  the  journals  of  Stewardical  transactions  one 
dispatch  from  the  Albion  Agent  in  Lusitama. 

Besides  the  above  there  are  others  without  number  who 
have  thc;r  hundreds,  their  thousands,  and  tin  ir  ten  thousands. 
And  as  if  they  could  not  procuie  single  recipients  Milieu  m  to 
exhaust  their  cumbersome  stores,    .six    01    sewn    scural   ap- 
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pointments  may  be  found  heaped  upon  one  individual :  for 
instance,  how  many  does  the  above  B-th-st  hold  ?  And  all 
paid  out  of  John  Bull's  pocket ;  and  for  the  same  pros- 
titute purpose  of  securing  their  influence  and  efforts  to  op- 
pose and  betray  the  Family  whenever  their  interests  come  ift 
competition  with  those  of  the  Stewardical  Cabal, 


BOOK  XI. 


Chat.  I. 

Costents.— Upon  the  Restoration  of  the  Baboons  no  small  Merit  as- 
sumed by  the  Stewanlieal  Junto;  and  however  equivocal,  allowed 
by  their  well  paid  Terratirmal  Coadjutors.— Russ  and  Pruss  pay  a 
visit  to  John  Bull :— the  pitiful  Case  of  the  Deputy  Steward,  who 
durst  not  accompany  them  in  public  for  the  hissing  and  hooting  of 
the  Folk  in  the  Streets  :  -the  Pandemonian  Congress  : — its  benefi- 
cent Design  and  Object,— that  of  taking  upon  itself  the  entire  Dis- 
posal, Care,  and  Concerns  of  the  whole  Inhabitants  of  Euporia. 

JuEWlS  BABOON  being  restored,  and  that  chiefly  by  the 
exertion  and  at  the  expence  of  the  Bull  Family,  no  small 
praise  was  claimed  by  the  Junto,  who  assumed  the  merit  of 
having  weathered  the  storm,  and  brought  the  vessel  safe  into 
port.  How  far  their  claim  to  this  merit  was  well-founded, 
will  appear  hereafter  :  and  even  had  tins  claim  really  been 
valid,  all  the  merit  they  could  with  any  justice  pretend  to 
could  amount  only  to  this, —  that  after  the  utmost  damage  to 
the  vessel,  and  loss  of  great  part  of  the  hiding  anil  crew,  in  a 
storm  to  which  they  had  most  iguoruntly  and  obstinately  ex- 
posed themselves  and  vessel,  they  had  with  extreme  danger 
escaped  entire  shipwreck. 
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However  the  Junto  were,  by  their  well  paid  coadjutor*. 
Russ,  Pruss,  and  South,  allowed  no  little  merit.  And  truly, 
whether  their  conduct  be  ascribed  to  folly  or  liberality,  it  is 
certainly  entitled  to  the  approbation  and  admiration  of  those 
who  profited  so  much  by  it.  In  consequence  of  this  admi- 
ration, Russ  and  Pruss,  being  so  near  as  at  Claypool,  resolved 
to  pay  John  Bull  a  visit;  to  see  with  their  own  eyes  that 
Manor,  and  converse  face  to  face  with  that  people,  of  which 
the  admirable  Constitution  of  the  one,  and  the  unbending 
spirit  of  the  other,  even  in  the  hands  of  depravity  and  folly, 
could  sustain  themselves,  and  seem  to  set  fate  at  defiance. 
We  say  to  pay  John  Bull  a  visit ;  for  certainly  both  the  ad- 
miration and  consequent  visit  had  more  respect  to  John  Bull 
and  the  energetic  character  of  the  folk  on  the  Manor  than  to 
any  thing  attractive  of  either  attention  or  admiration  in  the 
Steward  Deputy,  Steward's  Office,  or  the  economy  of  the 
Stewardship. 

Of  Old  Agricol  no  notice  could  be  taken.  Mr.  Deputy, 
indeed,  could  not  be  altogether  overlooked ;  but  of  buoyant 
log&  abundance  are  everywhere  to  be  seen  :  and  blunt  as  his 
feelings  may  be,  it  is  almost  impossible  not  to  pity  them 
when  he  could  not  accompany  his  distinguished  guests  in  pub- 
lic without  encountering  the  hooting  and  hissing  of  the  folk 
in  the  streets  :  and  while  they  were  admiring  the  splendour 
and  curiosities  of  Ludstown,  he,  who  should  have  been  their 
conductor  and  interpreter,  was  obliged,  through  conscious 
contempt,  to  shrink  from  sight,  and  hide  Ins  head  in  dark- 
ness. But  probably  this  was  no  disappointment  to  the  inquisi- 
tive strangers,  w  ho  might  the  better  enjoy  the  natural  gratification 
of  curiosity  and  humanity  when  freed  from  the  trammels  of 
Stewardical  farce  and  formality.  Especially  as  Alex  the 
liuss  seems  on  many  occasions  to  rise  above  the  depression 
of  his  station,  and  to  give  indications  of  something  really 
aoblc,  and  natural,  and  approaching  to  the  dignity  of  humanity 
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and  the  character  of  a  man.  But  though  such  indications! 
may  be  genuine  and  real,  they  can  scarce  tail  to  he  perverted 
by  the  society  his  station  must  lead  him  to  cultivate  :  and 
of  this  ominous  symptoms  soon  began  to  appear. 

The  tame  and  the  perhaps  frantic  e\ertions  of  the  Bull 
Family  had  drawn  Russ  and  Pruss,  out'  of  curiosity  and  de- 
sire of  knowledge;,  to  visit  the  Albion  Manor,  the  nurse  of 
such  a  vigorous  and  unsubmitting  race.  South,  whose  pride 
and  self-importance  set  him  far  above  or  below  the  influence 
of  any  such  natural  impulse,  retired  from  Claypool  to  his 
own  Mansion  of  Vienn,  whither  the  other  two  also  soon  re- 
paired. There,  with  other  coadjutors,  to  hold  a  congress  ; 
which  being  composed,  personally,  or  representatively,  of 
personages  great,  and  wise,  and  awful  above  the  common 
sons  of  men,  can  by  no  term  be  so  aptly  and  appropriately 
expressed  as  by  that  of  Pandemonium  ;  *  a  word,  which  in  its 
strict  and  etymological  signification,  is  known  to  imply  an 
assemblage  of  beings  wise,  great,  august,  felicitous,  above  the 
lot  of  mere  mortals. 

And  in  perfect  accordance  with  this  auspicious  designation 
will  be  found  the  proposed  object,  design,  and  tendency  of 

*  Ttie  Editor  is  aware  that  this  word,  in  a  mere  vulvar  sense,  aliquundo 
in  malum  partem  uccipitur.  But  on  a  subject  so  sublime — treating  of 
objects  so  august,  the  author  cannot  be  supposed  to  write  for  the  vulgar, 
but  for  the  learned,  the  erudite,  the  initiated;  who  well  know  that  by 
its  very  etymology  the  term  implies  an  assemblage  of  beings  of  a  na- 
ture, character,  and  capacity  above  mere  mortal  Condition — something 
wise,  powerful,  divine,  beyond  the  lot  oi  humanity — Aajaa.",  est  genius' 
numen,Deus—&2-iV'XVi''S  est  l'elix,uu»ustus,  dhinus  -  happv ,  august,  divine  ! 

N.II.  Besides  the  necessity  of  obviating  all  misconception  in  treating 
of  objects  so  venerable,  so  sacred,  so  awful,  ud  in*tai  rtgum  trvmaidurunt, 
tin:  Editor  is  happv  in  'his  occasion  of  shewing  his  deep  erudition  ;  and 
,10  less  his  profound  veneration  for  .Stewards,  Stewardis.-n,  and  Stewards 
ctl  scheme*  :  in  which,  he  is  »orry  to  find,  that  his  Author,  the  original 
Memorialist,  does  not  always  agree  with  him. 
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their  meeting ;  their  deliberations,  and  all  their  conclusion?. 
This  object,  in  their  unbounded  beneficence,  they  anxiously 
proclaim  to  all  the  world,  declaring  it  to  be  the  supreme 
and  sole  end  and  view  of  their  deliberations  and  decisions, 
to  secure  the  freedom,  peace,  and  happiness  of  all  the  inha- 
bitants  of  Euporia  ;  nay,  of  the  whole  world,  so  boundless 
is  their  benevolence.  It  is  true,  the  means  they  use,  and  the 
measures  they  pursue  may  not,  to  mere  mortals,  seem  the 
most  direct  and  likely  to  accomplish  this  end  ;  but  that  must 
be  ascribed  to  the  imperfection  of  mere  mortal  views  in  com- 
parison with  the  more  exquisite  clearness  of  demoniacal  con- 
ception. 

For  instance.  To  mere  human  comprehension  it  might 
not  seem  the  most  likely  means  to  promote  either  peace, 
freedom,  or  happiness,  to  consign  the  free,  independent,  -and 
populous  Manor  of  Polonia  with  all  the  folk  upon  it  over  in 
full  possession  to  Alex  the  Russ,  nor  the  still  more  distin- 
guished Manor  of  Saxonia,  the  parent  and  nurse  of  the  Bull 
Family  itself,  to  the  notorious  land-pirate  Fad  Pruss  :  and 
this  in  both  cases  not  only  without  consulting  or  asking  the 
consent  of  the  folk  alone  concerned,  but  in  defiance  of  their 
most  strenuous  remonstrances  against  it,  delivering  them  over 
just  like  so  many  cattle  in  a  pasture,  or  sheep  in  a  pen,  to 
those  to  whom  they  had  disposed  of  them.  Such  is  the  supe- 
riority, the  sublimity  of  this  demoniacal  wisdom  and  spirit, 
so  far  is  it  above  all  mere  human  considerations.  It  is  also, 
no  doubt,  in  pursuance  of  the  same  sublime  and  benevolent 
object,  the  freedom  and  happiness  of  human  kind,  that  they 
have  restored  the  great,  the  wise,  the  magnanimous  Fernandos 
to  the  Stewardship  of  the  Neapolitan  Manor  ;  and  his  kins- 
man of  the  same  name,  the  present  Lord  Strut,  still  more 
distinguished  for  wisdom,  magnanimity,  and  benevolence,  the 
lieloved  Fernandos  Septimus  to  the  Stewardship  of  the 
Iberian    Manor.     It   is  in    the  same   spirit  of  demoniacal 
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wisdom  that  they  have  trepanned  *  the  Gcnovesian  Farm 
with  all  the  folk  upon  it,  who  have  long  maintained  their 
independence  of  Stewardical  power,  into  the  hands  of  the 
nameless  log  of  Sardine.  +  It  is  true,  the  merit  of  these  noble 
achievements  is  almost  exclusively  due  to  the  indefatigable 
exertions  of  the  Bull  Steward's  Office  and  its  Agents;  but 
as  it  is  perfectly  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  Pandemonian  prac- 
tice, it  has,  no  doubt,  the  cordial  approbation  of  the  whole  ; 
and  the  whole  corps  have  a  right  to  a  share  in  the  praise 
of  it. 

It  is,  no  doubt,  in  prosecution  of  the  same  benevolent  pur- 
pose of  securing  the  freedom  and  happiness  of  mankind,  that 
Nick  Frog's  Manor  with  the  folk  upon  it,  who  had  long  ago 
vindicated  themselves  from  the  Stewardical  authority  of 
Lord  Strut,  and  have  since  maintained  their  own  indepen- 
dence, have,  together  with  their  neighbours  the  I  landrians, 
had  a  Steward  assigned  them  ;  or  rather,  have  been  assigned 
over  to  a  Steward,  without  at  all  consulting  their  own  choice, 
under  the  auspices  of  this  Pandemoniacal  Congress,  and  es- 
pecially of  the  Bull  Steward's  Office,  always  the  principal 
leader  and  instigator  in  this  generous  and  benevolent  purpose 

•  With  all  due  deference  to  common  practice  I  find  a  threat  inclination 
to  write  this  word  trappanned.  Preferring  the  direct  and  immediate 
etymology  of  the  native  Bull  dialect,  trap,  to  the  more  remote  one  of 
the  Greek,  TcvrtCL'M-  By  adopting  this  derivation  we  find  the  transac- 
tion clearly  and  directly  responsible  to  the  term.  We  have  the  mouse 
to  be  catehed,  Genove;  the  trap  and  its  setters,  tin;  Boll  Steward's 
Office  ana  its  Agents:  and  Steward  Lug,  the  cai.  to  whom  the  poor 
mouse  when  caught  is  to  be  delivered  to  be  devoured.      Editor. 

t  Here  again  I  must  beg  leave  to  cornet  our  Author  in  the  term 
nameless;  for  truly  the  name  Manual,  i*,  I  think,  all  that  is  really  known 
of  thi>  precious  and  expensive  Log.  It  is  true,  we  find  that  at  the  com- 
menccnu-nt  of  the  quarrel,  which  has  lasted  now  more  than  yO  year?, 
the.  Bull  Steward's  Office  engaged  to  pay  this  Steward  Log,  i  i 00,000 
a  year  as  long  as  the  lawsuit,  lasted.  But  for  what?  I  never  tumid 
hud  any  one  who  could  inform  me. — Jiditor. 
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nnd  design  of  relieving  the  happy  inhabitants  of  Euporia 
from  all  care,  thought,  or  trouble  in  their  own  concerns. 

It  is  the  same  spirit  of  all-embracing  benevolence  which 
has  determined  that  nothing  shall  escape  the  beneficent  in- 
fluence of  Stewardism,  that  under  the  auspices  of  the  Bull 
Stewards,  has  raised  even  the  petty  Farm  of  Handover  to  the 
name  and  dignity  of  a  Stewardical  Manor.  And  it  must,  no 
doubt,  also  now  aspire  to  all  the  pomp,  parade,  ex  pence,  and 
profusion  of  that  title  and  dignity,  which  there  is  as  little 
doubt  that  John  Bull  will  have  the  honour  and  plea^ 
sure  of  supporting  and  nursing  up  to  a  competent  stature 
and  strength,  aud  of  enlarging  its  bounds  to  the  extent  of  a 
legitimate  Stewardical  Manor  by  purchase  or  plunder  from 
the  neighbouring  Estates  and  Manors,  after  the  example  of 
Breaside  and  Greenglen  formerly  mentioned.  For  in- 
stance, how  convenient  does  Laird  Wolfemfuddle's  Farm 
lie  for  such  a  purpose.  It  is  true,  John  Bull  will  then  lose 
this  important  guarantee  for  the  permanent  possession  of  his 
three  Manors  of  Albion,  Caledonia,  and  Green  Erin,  but  he  will 
have  the  still  more  powerful  one  of  the  Manor  of  Flandover. 
And  especially  whenever  the  Steward's  Office  may  be  at  a 
loss  for  a  pretence  to  intermeddle  in  Terrafirmal  affairs,  as  at 
the  commencement  of  the  late  just  and  fieccssary,  long  and  pros- 
perous lawsuit,  when  they  were  obliged  to  assume  one  so  pal- 
pably false  and  fictitious,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  procure  or 
provoke  any  little  insult  or.  injury  to  the  Handoverean  Manor, 
and  all  the  Bull  wealth  and  strength,  fortune  and  fame,  must 
be  profused  to  expiate  it  :  and  by  such  means  we  may  soon 
see  the  Manor  of  Handover  reach  from  the  El  bo  to  the 
Emo,  and  from  the  center  of  Alemannia  to  the  ocean  :  and 
all  at  a  boundless  cxpence  of  blood  and  treasure  to  John 
Bull. 

In  short,  it  seems  to  be  the  sole  object  of  this  illustrious 
Paiulcmouian  Congress,  in  their  boundless  benevolence,  to 
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fate  the  care  and  conduct,  the  whole  disposal  and  concerns 
of  the  human  race  out  of  their  own  weak  and  erring  hands, 
into  those  of  beings  of  a  nature  endowed  with  so  much  su- 
perior wisdom  and  capacity.  And  in  the  present  debased 
state  of  a  great  part  of  that  race  all  this  may  really  be  wise, 
good,  and  right.  Nor  can  this  Pandemonian  Congress  be 
much  blamed  for  supposing  that  those  who  can  quietly  sub- 
mit to  be  disposed  of  by  such  beings  as  the  btewardical  race 
of  the  present  day,  are  unworthy  of,  and  unfit  for  any  higher 
destination  ;  or  even  to  have  the  disposal  of  themselves. 
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Chap.  II. 

Coxtents. — Microcorn  revisits  the  Frankland  Manor: — is  detained  bf 
the  Folk  and  replaced  in  his  fornier  station,  without  the  least  oppo- 
sition.— Though  the  Confederates  had  entirely  disregarded  every 
Article  of  the  Treaty  with  Microcorn,  they  violently  accuse  him  of 
a  breach  of  Treaty— and  a  new  Lawsuit  is  commenced  again  to  expel 
him  from  the  Frankland  Manor. 

IV  HILE  this  Pandemoniacal  Congress  were  thus  anxi- 
ously deliberating  how  best  to  secure  the  freedom  and  happi- 
ness of  the  human  race ;  by  the  machinations  of  one  indi- 
vidual demon,  of  powers  and  capacity  far  superior  to  them  all, 
all  their  blessed  and  beneficent  schemes  were  in  danger  of 
being  disappointed,  and  blown  in  air. 

That  demon  of  demons,  Microcorn,  whom  they  had  con- 
signed to  an  obscure  islet  in  a  corner  of  Middlepool,  having 
just  crossed  the  water  to  pay  a  neighbourly  visit,  and  say 
how  do  ye,  to  his  old  friends  the  Franks,  they  were  all  so 
glad  to  see  him,  that  they  never  permitted  him  to  return. 
For  the  wretched  Baboons  they  deservedly  entertained  the 
highest  contempt  :  and  no  sooner  had  Microcorn  shewn 
himself  among  them,  than  they  flocked  round  him  from  all 
quarters ;  and,  no  doubt,  greatly  against  his  own  will  and 
consent,  carried  him  in  triumph  to  his  old  mansion  at  Clay- 
pool,  and  placed  him  in  his  former  station  ;  without  a  hand 
being  lifted  up  to  oppose  him,  or  a  word  spoken  in  be- 
half of  the  Baboons,  i  hese  pitiful  pretenders  were  however 
allowed  to  depart  quietly;  and  quietly  they  did  depart;  and 
took  themselves  off  with  whatever  belonged  to  them,  and 
whoever  chose  to  follow  them  :  and,  contrary  to  what  per- 
haps ever  was  known  in  such  a  case  before,  all  this  was  at  - 
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Complished  without  one  act  of  violence,  injury,  or  hurt,  to 
any  man's  person  or  property,  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other. 
So  harmlessly  would  things  take  their  true  and  natural  course, 
would  the  perverseness  of  unprincipled  men,  and  their  de- 
praved maxims  permit  them.  For  this  was  nothing  more 
than  the  Franks  resuming  their  natural  right  of  disposing  of 
themselves  and  their  own  affairs.  With  what  a  different 
face  of  things  the  contrary  course  is  marked  will  appear  when 
we  shall  come  to  the  bloody  field  of  Waterlake,  and  the 
shocking  and  horrid  events  by  which  it  is  attempted  to  rein- 
state the  wretched  Baboon  in  his  deserted  station.  In  the 
present  case,  besides  its  being  the  right  and  natural  course  of 
things,  no  person  on  the  Frankland  Manor  felt  sufficient 
concern  for  the  pitiful  shuttlecock  Baboon  to  be  willing 
either  to  act,  or  suffer,  any  thing  in  his  behalf.  And  Micro- 
corn  was  content  with  recovering  his  station,  without  shewing 
any  resentment  or  design  of  revenge :  and  no  doubt  the 
universal  concurrence  of  the  Frankland  people,  and  their 
great  joy  at  his  restoration,  tended  to  soothe  every  irritated 
and  resentful  passion,  and  to  induce  this  admirable  moderation. 

The  news  of  this  sudden,  and  almost  incredible  event,  it 
may  well  be  supposed,  both  surprised  and  alarmed  the  Pan- 
demonian  Congress.  They  affected  to  exclaim  with  indig- 
nation on  the  want  of  candour  and  complaisance  in  Micro- 
corn  :  in  paying  them  such  an  unexpected  visit  without  a 
previous  complimentary  notice,  and  thus  stealing  so  advan- 
tageous a  march  upon  them  from  VAb  to  Clavpool. 

It  is  true,  in  the  compromise  that  had  taken  place  on  the 
closing  of  the  lawsuit,  some  conditions  had  been  agreed  upon 
between  Microcoru  and  the  Confederates  :  and  probably  with 
as  much  intended  sincerity  and  good  faith  on  both  sides  as  is 
usual  between  such  parties  —that  is,  to  lie  in  fence  till  the 
one  party  or  the  other  should  see  a  prospect  of  more  advan- 
tage in  breaking,  than   in   keeping  them  :    and  as  thi*   soon 
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happened  on  the  part  of  the  Confederates,  it  can  scarce  be 
said  that  the  conditions,  on  their  side,  were  regarded  one 
moment  beyond  the  making  of  them.  Among  these  condi- 
tions it  was  stipulated,  that  Microcorn  should,  retain  the  title 
of  Emperator,  and  exercise  an  independent  authority  in  and 
over  the  territory  conceded  to  him  ;  and  some  Estates  and 
Farms  were  settled  in  perpetuity  upon  his  Wife  and  Son ;  and 
a  large  annual  income  from  the  Frankland  Manor  was  se- 
cured to  himself,  for  which  the  Confederates  were  guarantees. 

But  scarce  had  he  repaired  to  his  assigned  retreat,  when 
his  Wife  and  Son  were  seized  upon,  and  separated  from  him; 
their  assigned  inheritance  entirely  disregarded,  and  diverted 
to  other  purposes,  and  other  persons,  supporters  of  the  Con- 
federacy ;  and  of  the  income  settled  upon  himself  not  a  penny 
Mas  ever  paid.  And  it  was  consulted  upon,  and  openly 
talked  of,  to  seize  him  in  his  retreat,  and  to  carry  him  off  and 
consign  him  to  close  imprisonment  for  life  ;  or  to  send  him 
to  a  barren  rock  in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  above  1000  miles 
from  any  other  land — to  which  we  have  now  actually  consigned 
bim — and  there  to  keep  him  under  a  guard  of  hired  bravos ; 
for  ever  excluded  from  all  free  intercourse  with  human  so- 
ciety ;  and  they  even  attempted  to  force  his  Wife  to  i  enounce 
her  Husband,  and  to  marry  another. 

These  violations  of  every  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  com- 
promise may  be  but  in  the  ordinary  course  of  Stewardical 
transactions,  among  Stewardical  parties  :  of  which  a  number 
of  instances  of  equal  permanency  and  good  faith  might  be 
pointed  out,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  lawsuit ; 
but  what  had  they  to  do  to  meddle  between  the  man  and  his 
wife  ?  To  whom  he  had  always  shewn  a  proper  conjugal  and 
tender  attachment ;  and  who,  on  her  part,  was  sincerely 
attached  to  his  person  and  character,  and  entirely  devoted  to 
his  interest  and  fortune.  This  lady  was,  indeed,  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  pride-puffed  Squire  South,  who  sets  himself  above 
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all  human  considerations.  And  in  the  present  instance, 
rinding  the  selfish  and  interested  views,  for  which  he  courted 
the  alliance  of  Microcorn,  no  longer  to  exist :  thus,  in  defi- 
ance of  all  laws,  human  and  divine,  he  takes  his  daughter  by 
force  from  her  husband :  and  on  a  change  of  fortune  not 
only  resigns  to  ruin,  but  urges  the  fate  of  the  man  who  had 
spared  his  fortunes  and  family,  when  they  lay  entirely  at  his 
mercy,  and  were  on  the  very  brink  of  ruin ! 

The  Confederates  having  thus  on  their  part  broken  every 
article  of  the  compromise,  Microcorn  could  not  think  that  he 
was  any  longer  bound  on  his  part:  and  as  to  the  Franks, 
they  surely  had  the  justest  right,  and  strongest  incitement  to 
take  the  first  opportunity  to  throw  oft*  a  yoke,  and  disclaim  a 
master,  that  had  been  forced  upon  them  without  their  own 
consent  asked,  or  given. 

Thus  Microcorn  having  recovered  his  station,  and  the 
Franks  having  so  happily  emancipated  themselves,  without 
any  violence,  hurt,  or  wrong  on  either  side,  it  might  have 
been  thought  that  all  things  would  have  settled  quietly  into 
their  regular  and  natural  state.  Especially  as  the  Confederates 
always  solemnly  disclaimed  all  wish,  or  intention,  of  imposing 
a  master  upon  the  Franks  ;  or  meddling  with  the  internal 
economy  and  independence  of  the  Frankland  Manor;  and 
Microcorn,  who  had  certainly  been  formerly  a  little  turbu- 
lent in  his  station,  and  insolent  to  his  neighbours,  made  wiser 
by  experience,  offered  the  most  effectual  security  that  he 
would  attempt  nothing  beside  the  management  of  the  Frank- 
land  Manor  by  the  laws  of  that  Manor,  and  the  universal 
consent  of  the  folk  upon  it;  but  this  of  people  Inning  any 
choice  or  consent  in  their  own  affairs,  was  the  very  point 
against  which  the  Confederates  had  already  carried  on  a  more 
than  twenty  years  lawsuit,  expended  millions  of  lives,  and 
hundreds  of  millions  of  money,  and  fattened   the  fields  of 
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Euporia  with  the  blood  of  its  inhabitants,  the  wretched  dupes 
of  their  false  and  cruel  delusions. 

It  may  seem  an  improbable  paradox,  that  the  object  of  a 
lawsuit  professedly  carried  on  for  peace  and  liberty,  should 
be  the  extinction  of  the  first  principle  of  all  liberty — the  right 
of  every  people  to  dispose  of  themselves  and  their  own 
affairs — or,  that  the  Bull  Family,  the  fundamental  principle 
of  whose  Manorial  Constitution  is  this  very  right,  should,  by 
a  direct  felo  de  se,  be  the  most  strenuous  and  ready  instru- 
ments in  subverting  this  principle :  but  however  paradoxical 
this  may  seem,  the  fact  is  indisputable.  The  truth  is,  what- 
ever may  be  the  principles  and  spirit  of  the  Bull  Family; 
whatever  the  constitution  of  the  Manor;  the  first  moving 
principle  in  the  Steward's  Office,  and  unvaryingly  acted  upon 
by  all  its  Agents,  is  this  dread  and  horror  of  liberty  :  and 
the  Family  being,  by  the  mercenary  complaisance  of  the  pros- 
titute part  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold,  sold  and  consigned  over 
to  the  entire  disposal  of  the  Steward's  Office,  have  no  power 
nor  influence  to  help  themselves  :  and  the  most  gross  and 
palpable  delusions  are  attempted,  and  not  without  success,  to 
make  them  believe  that  they  arc  even  contending  for  liberty, 
while  they  are,  both  in  fact  and  design,  most  effectually 
securing  its  extinction,  and  the  establishment  of  absolute 
Stewardical  domination,  through  the  whole  of  Euporia,  and 
over  the  human  race. 

The  principle  that  the  proprietors  and  the  folk  on  every 
independent  Manor  have  a  right  to  choose  their  own  Steward 
or  Agents,  being  universally  acknowledged,  especially  on  the 
Bull  Manor;  the  Bull  Steward's  Agents  durst  not  profess 
that  they  were  going  to  commence  a  new  lawsuit  to  force  a 
Master  upon  the  Franks;  no,  they  were  to  be  left  perfectly 
at  liberty  to  choose  any  one  they  pleased  except  Microcorn ; 
that   is,  they  were   perfectly  at  liberty  to  choose  any   one 
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except  the  one  they  did  choose.  But  in  fact,  notwith- 
standing this  profession  on  the  part  of  the  Confederates, 
they  were  really  allowed  no  choice  at  all ;  but  the  drivel- 
ling Baboons  were  forced  upon  them,  without  any  con- 
sent asked,  or  given  :  and  to  maintain  this  forceful  intru- 
sion, a  new  lawsuit  is  commenced ;  which  when  we  con- 
sider its  object,  we  may  fairly  conclude  will  be  of  longer 
duration  than  all  that  have  preceded  it  upon  the  present 
point.  But  it  will  be  said,  is  not  the  lawsuit  closed  already, 
and  all  its  ends  obtained  ?  I  answer,  No.  Before  the  lawsuit 
can  be  finally  closed,  either  its  object  must  be  abandoned,  or 
half  a  century  more  of  lawsuits  must  be  carried  on :  and 
then,  not  to  obtain  its  object,  but  to  demonstrate  it  to  be 
altogether  unattainable.  Thus  the  Pandemonian  Congress, 
not  yet  dispersed,  instead  of  enjoying  the  spoils  they  thought 
they  had  already  secured,  found  they  had  all  their  work  to 
begin  again. 
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Chap.  III. 

Contents. — Unblushing  Perfidy  prosperous  and  triumphant. 

J.  HE  insignificant  Baboon,  whom  the  Confederates  had 
formerly  obtruded  on  the  Franks  with  very  little  consultation 
of  their  own  choice,  the  Franks  had  dismissed  w  ith  as  little 
consultation  of  theirs.  And  he,  as  became  him,  had  very 
quietly  taken  himself  off  the  Manor.  But  unfortunately  the 
Confederates  had  still  retained  their  lawyers  in  pay;  as  aware 
there  might  be  occasion  for  them  in  establishing  the  disposal 
they  had  made  of  every  Manor  on  Terrafirm.  As  to  the 
Albion  Manor  they  had  no  occasion  to  interfere  with  it;  as 
they  knew  that  the  Bull  Family  and  every  thing  they  possess- 
ed, were,  through  the  depravity  of  the  Steward's  Office,  and 
the  perfidious  prostitution  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Domestics,  entirely 
at  their  disposal.  Accordingly,  no  sooner  was  the  return  of 
Microcorn,  and  the  determination  of  the  Confederates  again 
to  expel  him  known,  than  millions  of  money  out  of  John 
Bulls  pocket  were  voted  to  excite  and  enable  them  again  to 
carry  on  their  just  and  necessary  lawsuit,  to  accomplish  their 
libera]  and  impartial  purpose.  Thirty  six  millions  more 
were  at  once  assessed  upon  the  Bull  Family,  to  defray  their 
own  part  of  the  expences  in  this  glorious  and  generous  under- 
taking, of  forcing  a  Master  upon  the  Franks,  and  extinguish- 
ing the  still  struggling  flame  of  liberty  in  Euporia.  And  this, 
no  doubt,  will  still  be  blazoned  to  die  Bull  family  as  a  just 
and  necessary  lawsuit.  In  former  times  John  Bull  had  been 
held  as  the  patron  of  freedom,  and 

" the  sole  resource 


Of  such  as  under  grim  oppression  groan." 
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He  now  certainly  allows  himself  to  be  exhibited  as  the  prime 
patron  of  oppression  ;  and  his  fortune  to  be  exhausted,  as  the 
most  staunch  enemy  of  freedom,  and  the  sole  resource  of  all 
such  as  are  determined  to  pursue  her  to  extermination.  For 
in  spite  of  all  artful  blazonry  and  false  colouring,  they  must 
be  blinder  than  moles,  and  more  ignorant  than  asses,  who 
do  not  see,  that  the  sole  object  for  which  they  have  been  so 
long  and  so  ruinously  contending,  and  which  thev  are  now 
engaged  in  more  deeply  than  ever,  is,  the  entire  extinction  of 
human  liberty,  and  the  subjection  of  the  whole  race  to  the 
sole  domination  of  men-devouring  demons. 

The  perfidious  Junto  may  indeed  persuade  themselves  that 
John  Bull  is  so  perfect  a  dupe,  that  he  does  not  perceive 
this  ;  and  will  never  suspect  it,  while  they  so  confidently  give 
out,  that  they  are  contending  only  for  peace  and  freedom. 
Or,  they  may  think  that  Sir  Deputy  Gibcat  and  the  other 
rat-catchers  of  his  kidney,  will  keep  such  a  watch  over  the 
Family,  or  have  struck  such  terror  into  them,  that  they  will 
never  more  dare  to  squeak.  But  how  far  they  are  mistaken, 
if  John  Bull  be  still  John  Bull,  they  will  surely  one  day  iind 
to  their  cost. —  But  at  present  to  the  business  in  hand. 

The  Confederates,  as  we  have  said,  not  having  discharged 
their  lawyers,  were  prepared  to  take  Microcorn  somewhat  at 
a  disadvantage.  Microcorn,  however,  put  the  best  face  he 
could  upon  the  matter,  lie  professed  indeed,  with  much 
seeming  .sincerity,  his  desire  and  anxiety  to  preserve  peace 
and  good  neighbourhood.  But  if  attacked,  if  his  faithful 
Franks  stood  by  bun,  he  seemed  to  fear  no  man. 

This  matter  was  soon  brought  to  a  decisive  issue.  Micro- 
corn  seeing  the  storm  gathering  black  around  him,  and  threat- 
ening to  inclose  him  on  every  side,  was  aware  that  it  was  not 
by  pleading  and  verbal  process  alone,  but  by  hard  blows  ami 
bloody  rencounters  that  he  must  defend  himself;  for  the 
whole  lawyer  corps  of  Euporia,  with  all  their  train  of  bailiffs, 
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bullies,  and  bravos,  had  surrounded  him  :  and  he  prepared  to 
meet  the  danger  with  that  vigour,  resolution,  and  confidence, 
which  were  peculiar  to  his  character  :  and  resolved  even  to 
anticipate  his  antagonists. 

At  the  first  rencounter  with  some  Prussers,  whom  the 
Franks  had  been  used  to  drub  whenever  they  met,  every  thing 
gave  way  before  Microcorn ;  and  he  was  not  a  little  disposed 
to  exult.  But  he  had  still  an  antagonist  to  face,  whom  he 
had  never  yet  immediately  encountered.  Bellington  with  his 
Bulls — Bulls  of  a  very  different  character  and  description 
from  those  of  Peter,  which  we  have  had  occasion  to  mention 
■ — was  at  no  great  distance ;  and  the  bruit  of  the  above  ren- 
counter having  reached  him  he  hastened  to  the  scene  of  action. 

Bellington  and  Microcorn  had  long  acted  in  opposite 
parties,  but  hitherto  had  never  come  into  immediate  contact. 
And  as  each  knew,  acknowledged,  and  emulated  the  high 
reputation  of  the  other,  their  rencounter  might  be  expected 
to  be  fierce,  obstinate,  and  decisive.  Yet  the  highest  idea 
that  could  have  been  formed  of  it,  must  have  fallen  far  short 
of  what  it  really  proved  to  be ;  both  for  the  obstinate  fierce- 
ness with  which  it  was  contested,  and  the  decisive  and  im- 
portant consequences  by  which  it  was  followed.  Besides 
the  importance  of  the  object  in  dispute,  the  freedom  or 
slavery  of  the  Frankland  Manor  and  people,  and  indeed,  in- 
tentionally, of  all  Euporia,  the  combatants,  each  emulous  of 
the  others  reputation,  engaged  with  determination  never  to 
yield.  At  first  Bellington  and  his  Bulls  were  attacked  with 
a  fury  and  destruction  that  was  scarce  ever  equalled,  far  less 
resisted  ;  but  thought  no  more  of  giving  way  than  a  true 
bull-dog  does  of  quitting  his  hold.  When  word  was  brought 
to  Bellington  that  in  one  quarter  his  friends  were  all  knocked 
on  the  head,  and  not  one  in  ten  of  them  alive;  he  expressed 
great  concern,  but  added,  coolly,  they  must  stand  to  their 
station,  and  take  their  lot,  as  1  myself  am  determined  to  do, 
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About  this  time  Bluster  with  his  Prusser  blood-hounds, 
who  had  been  beat  off  the  day  before,  returned  to  the  attack, 
and  fell  on  the  Franks  behind  ;  while  the  brave  Bull  bloods 
still  stood,  or  fell  in  front,  each  in  his  station  :  which,  when 
Bellington  perceived,  he  exclaimed,  we  shall  beat  them 
yet:  and  ordering  one  furious  and  general  assault,  nothing 
could  resist,  or  stand  before  it.  Microcorn's  Franks  were 
put  in  confusion,  cut  in  pieces,  and  at  last  fled ;  thinking 
him  the  best  man  that  could  first  save  himself.  Thus,  leav- 
ing to  Bellington  a  most  decisive  and  important  victory : 
but  one,  which  in  its  consequences,  will  probably  be  found 
not  less  disastrous,  than  decisive ;  and  that,  not  less  to  the 
victors  than  to  the  vanquished:  and  must  prove  the  prelude 
of  broils,  oppression,  slavery,  misery,  and  destruction,  for 
half  a  century  to  come,  to  half  the  human  race. 

Were  there,  indeed,  any  truth  to  be  expected  in  Stewar- 
dical  professions  and  declarations  ;  or  any  justice,  honour,  or 
honesty  in  their  principles,  this  issue  ought  to  have  put  an 
cud  to  all  further  proceedings,  and  indeed  closed  the  quarrel. 
The  Confederates  had  solemnly  declared,  that  they  had  no 
further  design  by  the  present  lawsuit  than  to  prevent  Micro- 
corn  from  remaining  at  the  head  of  the  Franks,  and  chief 
manager  on  the  Fraukland  Manor;  nor  did  they  mean  to 
intermeddle  one  step  further  in  the  Fraukland  affair  :  and 
in  consequeuce  of  this  declaration,  the  Franks  having  re- 
nounced Microcorn  ;  and  Microcorn  resigned  all  pretensions 
on  the  Fraukland  Manor;  being  on  die  point,  bona  Jida,  to 
quit  the  Manor  and  betake  himself  to  the  land  of  Columbia, 
the  ground  of  the  lawsuit  was  entirely  extinguished. 

That  the  above  declaration  should  be  wholly  disregarded 
by  them,  will  scarce  surprise  any  one  who  is  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  such  characters.  I>ut  a  thing  truly  Mirpiising, 
is,  that  the  Franks,  Lewis  Baboon,  the  Uull  Family,  or  any 
of  the  sane  and  intelligent  part  of  mankind,  should  affect  to 
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put  confidence  in  their  professions;  or  to  find  any  disap- 
pointment in  a  thing  so  much  of  course,  and  so  much  in  cha- 
racter, as  their  entire  contempt  of  their  declaration.  The 
contrary,  in  the  present  case,  would  have  been  a  greater 
solecism  in  the  conduct  of  such  characters,  than  any  instance 
of  perfidy  could  be.  They  had  been  for  more  than  twenty 
years  contending,  even  to  desperation,  for  the  extinction  of 
liberty,  and  the  pretensions  of  the  people  of  Euporia  to  dis- 
pose of  themselves  and  their  own  affairs.  Their  most  obsti- 
nate opponents  had  been  the  Franks  :  the  Bull  Family  had 
been  so  completely  duped  in  the  affair,  mat  they  were  become 
their  most  zealous  abettors,  and  most  strenuous  supporters  in 
the  undertaking;  as  were  the  inhabitants  of  Euporia  in  gene- 
ral ;  most  of  whom  had  indeed  very  little  conception  or  de- 
sire of  liberty.  The  Franks  were  now  subjugated.  The 
Bull  Family  continued  as  obsequious  as  ever ;  or  rather  the 
prostitute  part  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold,  the  main  pillar  of 
confederacy,  as  staunch  to  their  Paramours,  and  those  Para- 
mours as  insatiable,  and  as  intent  on  their  prey  as  ever :  and 
the  people  of  Euporia  being  thus  as  sunk  and  insignificant  as 
ever,  the  Confederacy  as  bent  on  its  object,  the  extinction  of 
liberty  as  ever — that  object,  after  so  long  a  struggle,  now 
seemingly  within  its  reach,  could  it  be  supposed,  such  as  they 
are,  that  out  of  deference  to  their  declaration,  they  would  hesi- 
tate a  moment  in  seizing  it  ?  They  did  not  hesitate  a  moment. 
If  they  have  done  well,  and  can  carry  their  purpose  to  its 
full  completion,  there  is  an  end  to  the  liberties  of  Erporia 
for  centuries  to  come.  If  they  can  yet  be  frustrated  ;  if  the 
inhabitants  of  Euporia  should  yet  be  roused  and  recover  their 
senses ;  they  are  in  all  probability  still  on  the  eve  of  half  a 
century  more  of  broils  and  bloodshed,  of  waste  and  destruc- 
tion. Such  is  the  issue  at  which  the  ruinous  exertions  of  the 
Bull  Family  for  22  years  have  arrived — we  will  not  say  ter- 
minated; for  they  are  far  from  a  termination.     Before  that 
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event,  we  may  perhaps  see  the  same  hands  that  have  reduced 
the  Franks  to  subjection,  employed  to  bring  John  Bull  to 
the  same  situation,  should  he  attempt  to  stop  short  in  his 
course,  or  to  turn  upon  his  drivers.  At  least,  it  is  clear,  that 
in  some  quarters,  no  less  is  in  contemplation,  should  the  case 
require  it. 


Chap.   IV. 


Contents. — Undisguised  Despotism  founded  and  supported  by  Perfidy 
upon  Perfidy : — Its  genuine  fruits  Proscription,  Persecution,  and 
Cruelty. 

Vt  HEN  the  decisive  issue  at  Waterlake  came  to  be 
known  at  Claypool,  the  Franks,  trusting  to  the  declaration  of 
the  Confederates,  formally  renounced  Microcorn  ;  and  Mi- 
crocorn,  to  spare  the  Franks,  formally  resigned  all  pretensions 
to  authority  over  them  ;  as  an  unparalleled  instance  of  mode- 
ration in  such  a  character.  This  mutual  renunciation  had  no 
sooner  taken  place;  and  of  course  all  preparation  and  resist- 
ance been  suspended  on  the  part  of  the  Franks,  than  the 
Confederates  poured  in  their  bullies  and  bravos  by  thousands, 
ten  thousands,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  from  all  sides,  upon 
the  poor  Franks,  seized  on  their  Mansion  House  of  Clay- 
pool,  and  indeed  on  every  house  and  every  thing  upon  the 
Mauor.  And  the  Franks  lie  now  wholly  subjected  to  the 
tyranny  and  insults  of  those  pitiless  land  pirates  and  plun- 
derers, tlie  Prussers,  Russers,  Southrens  :  and  even  the 
Bulls,  however  restrained  by  their  natural  humanity,  and  die 
generous  spirit  of  a  Wellington,  cannot  he  supposed,  in  such 
circumstances,  to  be  entirely  harmless.     In  short,  ihe  Frank? 
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had  now  neither  person,  property,  nor  even  a  habitation,  that 
they  could  call  their  own. 

And  to  these  insolent  prowling  plunderers  did  the  base 
Lewis  Baboon  lend  himself,  to  be  by  them  reinstated  in  a 
nominal  exercise  of  the  Stewardship ;  and  consigned  over  to 
these  devourers  the  Franks  and  their  Manor  as  their  prey  and 
reward  :  a  step,  which  alone,  while  a  Frank  lives,  and  is 
worthy  of  the  name,  can  certainly  never  be  forgotten,  nor 
forgiven  :  but  must,  if  the  Franks  ever  recover  themselves, 
exclude  him  and  all  his  race,  not  only  from  all  authority  and 
influence,  but  from  daring  to  shew  their  face,  or  set  their  foot 
on  the  Manor  :  and  must  render  the  very  name  a  horror  and 
execration  to  every  free  and  genuine  Frank,  to  every  enlight- 
ened and  generous  mind.  Had  lie  retained  one  drop  of  true 
Frank  blood  in  his  veins,  or  one  spark  of  the  genuine  Frank- 
land  spirit  in  his  breast,  he  would  rather  have  lived  the  most 
obscure  exile,  and  seen  the  Franks  a  great  and  flourishing 
people,  even  under  his  chief  antagonist,  than  seen  his  country, 
and  the  race  from  which  he  sprung,  reduced  to  the  wretched 
and  degraded  state  to  which  they  are  now  consigned  by  him 
and  the  triumphant  despots  of  Euporia.  But  Steward's  fight, 
and  feel,  only  for  themselves. 

"When  the  depraved  Carlos  and  his  still  more  wretched 
brother  Yagob  intended  to  impose  their  own  terms  upon  the 
Bull  Family,  and  Lewis  Le  Quatorze,  in  the  true  Baboon 
spirit,  offered  to  send  them  a  set  of  bravos,  bullies,  and  ban- 
ditti, sufficient  to  drub  John  Bull  into  compliance  ;  depraved 
as  these  caitiffs  were,  they  had  still  more  honour,  or  under- 
standing left,  than  to  accept  of  an  offer,  which,  had  it  been  at 
all  practicable,  must  have  rendered  them  an  eternal  execra- 
tion on  the  Albion  Manor.  But  Lewis  IjC  Desire,  with  a 
surely  damning  degree  of  depravity,  lias  actually  had  recourse 
to  sucli  an  expedient;  and  now  lends  his  name  and  influence 
to  a  foreign  force,  to  hold  the  Franks  in  a  degree  of  subjection 
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and  debasement,  of  which  Euporia  hitherto  has  afforded  no 
example.  The  first  savage  Columbians  were  scarce  more  in 
a  state  of  subjugation,  or  more  cruelly  plundered  and  oppress- 
ed by  their  Iberian  conquerors,  than  the  Franks  now  are  by 
the  Confederates  and  their  train  of  Prussers,  Russes,  South- 
rens — and,  ah !  pudet  dicere — even  by  bravos  of  the  Bull 
Family  :  by  whom,  indeed,  under  the  artifices  and  delusions 
of  the  Steward's  Office,  all  the  rest  are  excited,  set  on,  paid, 
and  supported ;  though  their  natural  humanity,  moderation, 
and  honesty,  makes  them  shrink  from  their  equal  share  in  the 
plundering  and  oppressing  part. 

But  the  most  truly  absurd  circumstance  in  this  affair,  is, 
that,  as  if  perfidy  and  contempt  of  honour  and  engagements 
were  a  legitimate  Stewardical  monopoly,  which  they  had  a 
right  to  engross  entirely  to  themselves,  the  Confederates, 
though  they  had  violated  every  article  of  the  agreement  with 
Microcorn,  yet  affected  to  exclaim  with  the  utmost  indigna- 
tion and  resentment  on  his  perfidy,  in  not  strictly  adhering  to 
his  part,  even  after  they  had  broken  every  article  of  theirs. 

And  again.  The  Confederates  solemnly  declared,  and 
publicly  proclaimed  to  all  the  world,  that  they  had  no  wish 
nor  design  to  quarrel  with  tlie  Franks,  far  less  to  impose  any 
Steward  or  Master  upon  them;  but  merely  meant  to  remove 
Microcorn  from  the  management  of  that  Manor;  and  even 
that  was  a  thing  which  they  had  no  right,  nor  colour  of  right 
to  pretend  to.  \  et  no  sooner  had  Microcorn,  to  procure 
peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  Franks,  resigned  his  pretensions, 
and  retired  from  his  station,  than  with  thousands  and  ten 
thousands  of  bullies  and  bravos,  the  whole  lawyer  train  or 
Euporia,  they  poured  in  upon  the  poor  I 'ranks,  thus  perfi- 
diously thrown  off  their  guard:  and  actually  brought  back 
and  set  up  as  their  Master  and  Lord  the  most  detested 
and  abhorred  of  all  mankind,  the  ape,  the  idiot  Haboon;  and 
pretend  to  maintain  him  by  tore*:  and  compulsion  in  that  ^ta- 
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tion :  and  this  without  even  attempting  any  apology,  pre- 
tence, or  excuse  for  such  palpable  perfidy  ;  as  indeed  it  was 
incapable  of  any. 

Whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  this  proceeding  with  respect 
to  the  Confederates,  with  respect  to  Baboon  and  all  his 
race,  the  sure  effect  and  consequence  must  be,  that,  if  they 
were  before  contemned  and  detested,  ihev  must  now  be 
abhorred  and  execrated,  by  every  Frank  who  dares  to  avow 
his  sentiments,  or  shew  himself  worthy  of  the  name ;  having 
thus  lent  himself  to  be  the  instrument  of  the  most  unqualified 
tyranny  that  was  ever  exhibited  in  the  regions  of  Fuporia, 
and  reduced  the  whole  Frankland  race  to  the  most  base  and 
abject  slavery,  by  means  of  a  foreign  force :  if  a  race  once 
so  brave  and  high-spirited  can  be  so  suddenly  brought  to,  and 
kept  in,  such  degrading  prostration.  But  it  is  probable,  that 
that  perfidious  usurpation  on  the  one  hand,  and  abject  sub- 
mission on  the  other,  will  last  no  longer  than  while  the  Con- 
federates can  agree  among  themselves  in  keeping  up  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  bullies  and  bravos  to  dragoon  the  Franks 
into  subjection,  and  the  Bull  Family  can  be  duped  to  lavish 
their  money  to  pay  them  :  which  it  is  impossible  they  can 
Ions  be  either  able  or  willing  to  do. 

But  further  to  aggravate  both  the  perfidy  and  profligacy 
of  these  transactions,  after  Microcorn  had  resigned  his  pre- 
tences, and  retired  from  the  scene,  a  solemn  Treaty  was 
entered  into  by  Bellington  and  Bluster  the  Pruss  on  the  part 
of  the  Confederates,  and  certain  commissioned  Agents  on  the 
part  of  the  Franks  ;  the  object  of  which  was,  to  exclude  all 
retrospect,  and  expressly  to  protect  from  all  question  and 
enquiiy  every  person  concerned  in  Microcorn  s  /ate  enter- 
prise, whatever  their  conduct,  might  have  been  ;  and,  that  if 
any  doubt  should  '-rise  on  any  point,  it  should  be  interpreted 
in  favour  of  the  Franks. 

Yet  no  sooner  had  the  Confederates  brought  back,  and  set 
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up  their  Baboon  Puppet,  than  they  consigned  over  the 
wretched  Franks  entirely  to  his  will  and  resentment,  without 
the  least  regard  to  the  solemn  Treat*  they  had  .  ntered  into 
for  their  protection  and  security  from  all  retrospect.  And 
scarcely  were  the  Baboons  returned,  when,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Confederates,  they  set  on  foot  the  most  cruel  and 
relentless  proscription,  without  conscience,  mercy,  or  remorse. 

The  wretched  victims,  now  voluntarily  disarmed,  appealed 
to  the  Treaty  made  by  Bellington  and  Bluster  on  the  part  of 
the  Confederates  for  their  security.  Of  such  Treaty  the 
Confederates  made  no  account  at  all.  With  them  the  breach 
of  it  was  a  thing  perfectly  in  character.  Bellington,  indeed, 
attempted  some  evasive  explanation,  as  a  salvo  for  his  cha- 
racter; but  such  as  can  never  vindicate  either  himself  or 
those  for  whom  he  acted  from  the  grossest  treacherv  and  per- 
fidy. One  course  only  was  left  him  to  pursue  in  order  to 
vindicate  his  character;  which  was,  to  have  first  remonstrated 
against  all  violation  of  the  Treaty  ;  and  if  that  did  not  avail, 
then  to  resign  his  place  and  station,  and  publicly  protest 
against  such  violation. 

The  Franks  thus  deluded  and  betrayed,  numbers  of  the 
most  brave  and  distinguished  characters  of  the  Family  were 
seized  and  prosecuted  to  confiscation,  exile,  and  death  :  and 
that,  for  not  defending,  to  their  own  destruction,  a  man  and 
his  cause  who  did  not  venture  by  one  word  or  deed  to  make 
the  least  stand  or  defence  for  himself. 

And  to  ciown  this  scene  of  perfidy  and  profligacy,  the  old 
expulsed  system  of  Peterkiuism,  the  execration  of  heaven 
and  earth,  is  again,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Baboons  and 
Confederates,  ai tempted  to  be  introduced  with  all  its  wonted 
and  natural  atrocity  and  cruelty  ;  and  even  bed's  highest  boast, 
the  Peterkni  Inquisitorium,  is  again  established,  professedly  to 
extinguish  all  pretensions  of  men  to  think  for  themselves  : 
and  the    llefortnados  are   now  cruelly   sacrificed,   tortured, 
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and  assassinated,  by  furious  multitudes,  set  on  and  instigated 
by  the  only  Baboon  capable  of  any  exertion,  who  does  not 
blush,  in  the  Peterkin  kirkcraft  dress,  to  put  himself  at  their 
head,  and  to  urge  and  direct  their  fury. 

Such  are  the  great  and  glorious  objects  procured  by  more 
than  twenty  years  strained  exertions  of  the  Bull  Family ; 
and  for  which  thousands  and  ten  thousands  of  their  lives 
have  been  sacrificed,  and  millions  and  hundreds  of  millions  of 
their  money  expended,  and  the  Manor  of  Albion  brought  to 
its  present  deplorable  and  desperate  state. 

But  with  respect  to  the  Bull  Family,  the  crisis  of  its  fate 
seems  yet  to  be  only  approaching;  with  respect  to  the 
Franks,  it  is  probably  fully  arrived.  For  if  the  Franks,  for 
two  thousand  years  one  of  the  most  numerous  and  distin- 
guished families  of  Euporia,  can  be  thus  in  an  instant  sub- 
dued, sunk,  and  extinguished  as  an  independent  race,  it  will 
be  one  of  the  most  singular  and  extraordinary  events  on  the 
rolls  of  human  records  :  and  if  the  Confederates  are  really 
determined  to  maintain  the  Baboons  in  their  intrusion,  and 
the  Franks  in  their  degradation,  it  becomes  them  well  to  con- 
sider at  what  expence  of  blood,  treasure,  time,  and  character, 
if  with  such  character  is  of  any  account,  they  must  accom- 
plish their  purpose.  And  especially  it  will  become  the 
Albion  Stewardical  faction  to  consider,  whether  they  can  sup- 
pose that  the  Bull  Family  can  be  gulled  into  half  a  century 
more  of  quarrels  and  lawsuits  :  or,  if  they  could  still  be 
successfully  so  gulled,  whether  they  have  the  means  and 
power  so  long  to  support  such  ruinous  proceedings  ;  or,  will 
at  the  end  of  the  contest  be  content,  ruined  and  exhausted, 
to  sit  down  quietly  and  passively  with  the  entire  failure  of 
the  object:  for,  of  the  final  failure  of  the  object,  no  one 
who  is  in  the  least  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  history  of 
man  can  entertain  a  doubt ;  nor,  can  any  one  hope  or  wish 
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the  contrary,  whose  mind  and  spirit  arc  not  debased  to  a 
state  unworthy  of  his  species. 

The  cause  of  the  freedom  or  slavery  of  the  human  race, 
the  question  of  despotism  or  legitimate  rule,  seems  now  to 
be  at  issue  between  men  and  the  monsters  of  the  species. 
The  struggle  may  be  fierce  and  obstinate  :  but  of  the  event 
at  this  period  of  the  world,  and  in  the  present  aroused,  en- 
larged, and  enlightened  state  of  the  human  mind,  we  believe 
there  can  be  no  doubt. 

At  present  the  gulled  Bull  Family  triumph  and  exult  in  the 
heaped  slaughter  of  Waterlake  ;  nor  grudge,  but  rather  glory 
in  their  share  both  of  the  acting  and  suffering  part  in  the 
bloody  business.  How  blind  to  fate,  to  nature,  and  to 
justice  ! 

Tempus  ait,  magno  cum  optaverit  cmptum 
Intactum  Pallanta;  et  cum  spolia  ista  diemque 
Oder  it. 

The  time  will  certainly  come,  and  in  all  probability  is  not 
even  now  far  distant,  when  they  shall  rue  that  fatal  day  and 
all  its  issues,  when  they  shall  execrate  its  memory,  and  curse 
the  trophies  they  are  now  erecting  to  its  honour  as  monu- 
ments of  their  assent  to  the  enslaving  of  Euporia,  of  them- 
selves, and  of  the  human  species.  The  direct  tendency  of 
the  counsels  and  efforts  of  the  Bull  Stewardical  Junto  since 
the  commencement  of  the  Columbian  quant!,  ami  for  near 
half  a  century  past,  has  been  to  extinguish  the  kindling  flame 
of  liberty,  ;uul  to  suppress  all  pretensions  of  the  people  to 
any  right  or  share  in  the  disposal  of  themselves  and  their 
own  affairs  :  and  so  hopeful  a  countenance  tines  their  pro- 
ject at  this  time  present,  that  they  may  seem  to  have  brought 
it  within  the  power  of  themselves  and  their  coadjutors,  the 
three  most  determined  despots  of  Euporia,  to  dictate  to,  and 
dispose  of  the  whole  race  of  men  in  it — we  may  almost  say 
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in  the  civilized  world :  and  they  now  even  exult  and 
triumph  in  the  confidence  that  they  have  at  last  accomplished 
their  aim.  But  if  there  is  truth  in  presage,  human  or  di- 
vine, they  assuredly  deceive  themselves. 

In  the  above  transactions  how  clearly,  how  strongly  is 
marked  the  difference  between  right  and  wrong,  between  jus- 
tice and  injustice,  between  legitimate  rule  and  despotism. 
When  the  Franks  resolved  to  resume  their  rights  ana  expel 
an  usurper,  the  thing  is  done  in  an  instant  without  effort  or 
violence ;  they  had  only  to  will  it,  and  it  was  accomplished. 
When  the  kings  of  the  earth  stand  up,  and  the  princes  take 
counsel  together  against  the  eternal  laws  of  nature,  and  the 
Lord  of  nature,  with  what  misery,  *  what  horror,  and  des- 
truction, is  it  attended  !  and  yet  only  to  be  finally  frustrated 
with  derision  and  contempt. 

It  may  seem  little  less  than  profanation  to  introduce  the 
Muse  on  such  a  barbarous  and  unnatural  theme  as  the  pre- 
sent. At  si  mihi  fasit  magnis  componere  pawa—if  I  may 
be  allowed  to  compare  small  things  with  great — the  economy 
of  these  obscure  Manors  with  the  great  and  important  politics 
of  the  world,  I  would  beg  indulgence  for  the  following : 

Earth's  Sovereign  sits  supreme  in  heaven,  and  laughs 

At  folly's  apes,  affecting  wisdom's  mien, 

And  aims  important,  in  great  nature's  spite  ; 

Sure  all  their  sapient  systems  to  confound. 

But  statesmen,  still  in  nature's  lore  unskill'd, 

Their  little,  partial,  self-applauded  schemes 

To  her  great  plans  oppose;  their  bulwarks  weak, 

And  engines  feebly  fierce,  with  vain  attempt, 

Against  her  strong  munitions  still  they  raise  ; 

On  her  foundations,  as  earth's  centre  firm, 

Insidious  seek  to  shake  or  undermine. 

•  N.B.  That  Rule  only  can  be  legitimate  which  is  founded  iu  and 
exercised  with  the  consent  of  the  people  ruled.  The  above  was  written 
before  the  term  legitimacy  was  perverted  to  it*  present  abuse. — Editor. 
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But  countermin'd  by  her  unerring  hand, 
Themselves  and  boasted  engiues  toss'd  in  air, 
The  sport  of  nature,  and  the  dupes  of  art: 
A  welcome  spectacle  of  scorn  supply  ; — 
Or,  with  their  works  abortive,  buried  deep 
In  their  own  ruins,  monuments  of  guilt, 
And  folly,  doom'd  to  execrations  dire. 

These  notions  held  for  doting  pedants'  dreams, 
Statesmen  may  in  their  wisdom  deep  deride: 
But  trust  the  Muse,  in  nature  not  unskill'd, 
Nor  unobservant  in  politic  lore, 
Their  fate  she  dictates  firm  ;  and  let  them  mark — 
The  day  approaches  fast,  and  soon  shall  shine. 
Inspir'd  she  sees,  and  hails  the  glorious  dawn, 
"When  nature's  children  thro'  her  spacious  round 
Their  equal  lot,  their  native  rights  shall  claim  ; 
When  reason's  laws  shall  reiiin,  nor  more  the  bliss, 
And  lives  of  millions,  at  ambition's  shrine, 
By  tampering,  busy,  base,  pragmatic  tools, 
To  pomp  and  state  be  blindly  sacrifie'd. 
But  through  earth's  bounds  their  long  defeated  lights 
Mankind  assume,  their  just  importance  know: 
The  people's  bliss,  allowed  the  law  supreme. 
Nor  longer  at  a  haughty  despot's  call, 
Shall  nations  pour  their  wealth  and  blood  profuse, 
To  deck  the  pageants  of  imperial  pride, 
Or  drivelling  statesmen's  base  intrigues  to  prop. 
Reason  shall  rule,  the  nations  thrive  in  peace, 
Fair  freedom  wide  her  bliss  benign  diffuse, 
The  bruit  of  war  shall  less  and  less  be  heard  ; 
Prelude  and  progress  to  thy  promis'd  reign, 
Messiah  blest,  auspicious  Prince  of  Peace. 
()  might  a  brighter  day  await  the  Muse, 
And  light  her  way  to  burst  this  cloud  obscure, 
Which  damps  her  wing,  and  dulls  her  native  fire, 
Still  would  she  spread  her  pinions,  try  to  soar, 
And  suit  her  notes  to  sing  those  glorious  scenes, 
r.sil  extirpate!  universal  peace! 
Nature  restor'd  !  and  thy  triumphant  reign, 
Emanuel,  through  all  her  bounds  set  up ! 
Resume  we  now  our  less  auspicious  theme.— 
Itritnin  J'leserv'd,  <t  Poem,  by  (he  Hvv,  Dr.  Brown:  Book  If  lh 
VOL.    II.  1 
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Can  the  most  zealous   abettors  of  tyranny,  can  the  most 
deluded   dupes  of  despotism,  believe  that  the  Franks  will 
sit  down  quietly  under  their  imposititious  masters  ?     Or,  that 
a  century  of  law,  quarrel,  and  broil,  of  driving  and  drubbing, 
of  hacking  and  killing,  will  bring  such  a  race  to  quiet  sub- 
mission ?     Could   an    event   so   much    to  be   execrated,  be 
accomplished,  what  millions  must  bleed  in  its  course?  how 
must  the  human  race  sink  in  its  consequences  ?     Can  it  be 
supposed   that    a   numerous    and    enlightened    Family,    the 
Allemangs,  a  race  ever   addicted   to  freedom,  will  never  be 
excited  by  example  and  a  sense  of  injury  to  resume  their 
former  spirit   and  claims  ?     Can  the   Bull  Family  be  really 
sunk  so  far  beneath  their  own  character,  as  to  continue  to 
exult  in  having  imposed  a  master  on  the  Frankland  Family, 
and  consigned  to  slavery  thirty  millions  of  their  species,  con- 
tending for  freedom  and  their  natural  and  indisputable  rights  ? 
If  the  despots  they  uphold  succeed  in  fixing  the  yoke  on  all 
Euporia,  can  they  think  that  they  themselves  will  be  permit- 
ted to  enjoy  even  their  present  shadow  of  liberty  ;    or,  that 
the  same  instruments   that   have    been  used  to   impose  the 
yoke  on   their  neighbours,  will  not,  when  occasion  shall  re- 
quire, be  employed  to  do  the  same  service  for  them  ?     Or, 
while  they  are  thus  duped  to  be  themselves  the  instruments 
of   tyranny   and    despotism,   can    they   believe  their  present 
pretended  liberty  to  be  any  thing  more  than  a  shadow,  an 
empty  name  ? 

It  is  true,  they  have  now,  in  concert  with  the  Confederates, 
made  riddance  of  the  great  reputed  tyrant ;  instead  of  whom, 
they  have  established  three  indisputed,  professed,  and  determined 
tyrants ;  who  only  agreed  to  expel  the  other  because  they 
justly  dreaded  his  superior  powers,  more  enlarged  capacity, 
and  more  elevated  and  extensive  views  ;  and  because,  having 
been  educated  in  the  natural  habits  and  converse  of  his  spe- 
cies, he  still  retained  something  of  the  social  character  of 
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man ;  and  even  in  his  tyranny  and  usurpations  at  least 
acknowledged  the  natural  rights  of  man  ;  and  even  professed 
to  have  those  rights  in  view,  and  that  to  support  and  establish 
them  was  his  ultimate  object :  with  what  consistency  we  do 
not  pretend  to<determine.  But  no  doubt  this  was  the  grand 
scheme,  which,  as  an  apology  for  his  usurpations  after  his 
surrender,  he  said  he  had  in  view.  This  pretension  is  also 
favoured  by  his  admiration  of  the  Bull  spirit  and  partial  con- 
fidence in  it,  which  betrayed  him  into  his  present  situation. 
But  alas !  he  little  knew  to  what  degree  the  Bull  Family 
themselves  were  gulled,  betrayed,  bought,  and  sold,  by  their 
perfidious  Agents. 
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Chap.  V. 

Contents. — John  Bull  having  been  kept  in  a  state  of  Intoxication  for 
more  than  20  years,  begins  to  recover  his  senses. — In  the  midst  of 
Peace  and  Plenty  the  whole  Inhabitants  of  the  Manor, — the  gorged 
Satellites  of  Stewardism  excepted, — in  the  utmost  Distress,  and 
literally  starving.— The  Folk  begin  to  perceive  their  Delusions,  and 
to  spurn  their  Delnders. — The  Cabal  profess  Economy  with  increased 
Profusion ; — and  the  Baby  as  lavish  on  his  baubles  as  ever. — Some 
Check  in  the  Palaverium,  but  without  consistency  : — the  only  Hope 
in  the  aroused  sense  of  the  Folk  on  the  Manor. 

tV  E  are  now  arrived  at  a  singular  crisis  in  our  Memoirs. 
It  has  been  before  noticed  how  unworthily  the  Steward's 
.Agents,  with  the  assent  of  the  Prostitutes  of  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office,  had  treated  John  Bull,  even  to  the  forcing  upon  him. 
a  straight  waistcoat,  and  clapping  a  gag  in  his  mouth.  In 
short,  they  had  kept  him  in  a  state  of  continual  intoxication, 
from  which  for  more  than  twenty  years  he  had  never  been  suf- 
fered entirely  to  recover.  And  now,  that  in  conjunction 
with  the  Confederates,  they  thought  they  had  attained  their 
object;  and  saw,  as  they  supposed,  the  last  breathing  of  li- 
berty expiring  before  them,  and  the  whole  inhabitants  of 
Euporia  laid  resistless  at  their  feet ;  they  used  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  excite  John  Bull  to  shew  some  frantic  and  ex- 
travagant symptoms  of  joy  and  triumph  on  the  occasion. 
But  alas !  John  had  been  kept  so  long  in  a  state  of 
intoxication,  and  consequent  exertion  beyond  his  strength, 
that  his  animal  spirits  were  quite  exhausted,  and  he  could  be 
instigated  to  but  very  faint  efforts  of  exultation. 

The  Deputy  Steward,  indeed,  and  his  Houshold  Mengie, 
with  all  the  appendants  of  the  Steward's  Otiice,  exhibited 
the  most  expensive,  unwieldy,  absurd,  unnatural  efforts  of 
triumph  and  joy ;  even  to  the  childish  and  ridiculous  extra- 
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vagance  of  making  a  rivulet  of  wine  run  through  his  garden, 
with  a  variety  of  other  such  freaks  and  follies  as  could  only 
enter  the  head  of  a  child  or  a  lunatic  ;  while  numbers  of  the 
Bull  Family  were  absolutely  perishing  for  want.  But  as 
John  Bull's  animal  spirits  began  to  flag,  his  rational  spirits 
began  to  recover.  In  this  state  of  returning  reason  the  first  and 
most  conspicuous  object  that  presented  itself,  and  which  was 
indeed  ostentatiously  set  before  him,  was  the  bloody  ren- 
counter at  Waterlake.  In  which  John  could  only  find  that 
he  had  lost  a  great  number  of  the  finest  fellows  of  his  Fa- 
mily ;  the  greater  part  of  whom  had  their  brains  beat  out  on 
the  spot;  and  the  rest  were  come  home  to  him  so  maimed 
and  mangled,  that  it  was  ruthful  to  see  them  ;  to  say  nothing 
of  the  wretched  widows  and  fatherless  children  left  him  to 
maintain  or  to  see  them  starve.  Such  shocking  scenes  could 
not  fail  to  arouse  the  sense,  and  force  some  reflection  even  in 
a  drunken  man.  And  when,  on  his  incipient  recovery  of  his 
senses,  he  found  the  Cabal  endeavouring  to  renew  his  intox- 
ication, and  to  excite  him  to  some  frantic  demonstrations  of 
joy  and  triumph  on  the  disgusting  and  repulsive  scenes  before 
him,  he  not  only  declined  the  cup,  but  began  to  look  back  on 
the  past,  where  he  found  that  all  the  fruit  he  was  likely  to 
reap  from  his  enormous  ex  pence  and  desperate  efforts  Mas 
the  exhaustion  of  his  strength,  and  the  ruin  of  his  fortune 
and  Family. 

Microcorn,  who  had  been  held  up  to  him  as  so  terrible  a 
monster,  he  found  to  he  a  mere  bugbear,  the  razcliead  and 
bloody  bones  of  the  Cabal ;  and  that  the  real  object  of 
horror  to  them,  as  well  as  to  the  rest  of  the  Confederates, 
was  the  freedom  of  the  human  race,  the  danger  of  mankind 
breaking  the  chains  of  despotism,  and  emancipating  them- 
selves from  the  delusions  of  Stewardism.  And  when  he 
found  that  all  the  advantage  he  could  expect  to  derive  from 
his   frantic   exertions  and   ruinous   expeuces,   was  to  see  his 


278 

neighbours,  the  Franks,  reduced  to  a  state  of  the  most  abject 
slavery,  and  held  in  this  state  by  the  most  absolute  and  unjust 
tyranny,  with  the  rope  about  their  necks,  and  the  knife  at 
their  throats,  by  bullies  and  bravos  hired  with  his  money,  he 
could  not  greatly  relish  the  business.  For  though  there  had 
always  been  a  jealousy  between  Bull  and  his  neighbour 
Frank,  yet  John,  who  was  naturally  of  a  free  and  generous 
character,  and  somewhat  inclined  to  do  to  others  as  he  would 
they  should  do  to  him,  was  little  disposed  to  congratulate 
himself  upon  the  issue  of  a  business  for  which  he  had  been 
drawn  on  to  reduce  his  whole  Family  to  the  brink  of  bank- 
ruptcy and  beggary.  Indeed,  he  now  began  to  smoke  the 
matter,  and  to  perceive  how  he  had  been  duped,  abused,  and 
betrayed,  by  his  Agents  :  and  in  fact,  had  been  forging  chains 
for  himself  as  well  as  for  his  neighbours.  And  when  he 
had  so  far  shaken  off  his  doze  and  consequent  delirium,  as  to 
be  capable  of  looking  coolly  into  his  affairs,  it  is  impossible 
to  express  his  astonishment,  indignation,  and  distress  ;  espe- 
cially when  he  found  that  the  whole  time  of  his  intoxication 
the  knaves  had  been  most  villainously  picking  his  pockets, 
rifling  his  escritoirs,  pillaging  his  house,  corrupting  and  de- 
bauching his  Family,  and  had  mortaged  his  Estate  beyond 
the  fee  simple  of  its  value.  And  all  this  with  the  most  insi- 
dious and  traitorous  design  of  reducing  him  and  his  Family 
to  vassalage,  and  entire  dependence  upon  themselves  and  the 
Steward's  Office. 

There  has  always  been  a  number  of  honest  individuals  in 
the  Bull  Family,  of  sane  mind,  and  of  more  generous  and 
independent  spirit  than  the  sordid  and  abject  satellites  of 
the  Stewardical  train  ;  on  those  the  delusions  of  the  Stew- 
ard's Office  and  of  the  Cabal  could  not  impose.  Those,  by 
means  of  a  few  of  the  uncorrupted  channels  of  intelligence 
which  are  daily,  weekly,  and  monthly,  circulating  among  the 
folk — a  device,  to  which  the  Bull  Family  owes  more,  espe- 
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cially  at  this  time,  than  to  all  the  most  sanctioned  institutions 
of  the  Manor:  those,  I  say,  had  never  ceased  to  endeavour 
to  bring  John  to  his  senses,  and  to  warn  him  of  the 
ruin  into  which  his  treacherous  Agents  were  dragging  him. 
By  means  of  these  monitors,  and  aided  by  their  own  feelings, 
which  now  began  to  be  seriously  touched,  the  Family  in 
general  seemed  now  to  rouse  themselves,  and  to  spurn  the 
delusions  by  which  they  had  been  so  long  and  so  shamefully 
duped.  Indeed  the  situation  they  found  themselves  in  ren- 
dered it  impossible  any  longer  to  delude  them.  With  all 
lawsuits  extinguished,  at  perfect  accord  with  all  their  neigh- 
bours, with  the  most  abundant  produce  that  had  ever  been 
known  on  the  Manor  ; — in  the  midst  of  peace  and  plenty, 
the  family  in  general  found  themselves  bankrupts,  beggars, 
and  starving  :  the  whole  produce  of  their  lands  and  labour 
not  being  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  debts  in  which 
the  Steward's  Agents  with  their  prostitute  Palaverium  had 
involved  them. 

Mrs.  Bull's  Office  is  the  natural  guardian  of  the  rights  of 
the  Family,  and  of  the  privileges  and  safety  of  the  Manor  ;  and 
the  last  resource  in  all  cases  of  extreme  distress  and  dan- 
ger :  and  whenever  she  has  been  mistress  of  her  own  house, 
and  not  borne  down  by  the  number  and  domineering  influence 
of  those  prostitutes  whom  the  profligacy  and  periidiousness 
of  the  Steward's  Agents  keep  up  in  her  Houshold,  her  Office 
has  never  failed  to  prove  a  certain  and  efficient  resource.  To 
Mrs.  Bull,  therefore,  the  whole  Family,  aroused  by  a  sense 
of  immediate  danger,  betake  themselves  for  remedy  and 
redress. 

The  Palaverium  was  now  just  about  to  meet,  and  the 
Junto  had  prepared  and  dressed  the  accustomed  entertain- 
ment of  flummery  in  the  name  of  the  Deputy  Steward:  and 
so  blinded  and  besotted  were  the  plodding  dolts,  that  they 
had   not  the  least  conception    of   the  aroused   sense  of  thu 
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Family,  nor  the  least  apprehension  of  the  desperate  situation 
they  themselves  were  in.  Besides  the  general  and  accus- 
tomed notice  for  the  meeting  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold 
Office  the  Steward's  Major  Domo  sent  a  card  of  special 
invitation  to  his  confidential  friends,  particularly  to  all  the 
known  prostitutes  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold,  begging  their 
punctual  attendance ;  intimating  that  they  would  be  but  a 
very  short  time  detained  ;  and  that  it  was  intended  the  whole 
business  should  be  dispatched  before  the  approaching  holi- 
days. The  blind  booby  !  Thus  he  was  confident  he  had  no- 
thing to  do  but  to  acquaint  them  with  what  money  he  wanted — 
to  receive  their  sanction  for  enforcing  the  collection  of  it ; 
and  so  to  send  them  about  their  business  again  ;  that  being 
the  only  end  for  which  he  thought  they  existed,  or  for  which 
it  was  intended  they  should  exist.  But  I  believe  by  this 
time  he  finds  himself  to  have  been  a  little  mistaken. 

The  great  object  with  the  Junto  was  to  return  John  Bull 
to  his  wonted  intoxication,  and  still  to  keep  their  hands  in 
his  pocket.  To  effect  this  they  endeavoured  to  turn  his 
brain  by  a  notion  of  the  high  pinnacle  of  glory  to  which  they  had 
raised  him.  But  the  time  of  successful  delusion  was  past, 
It  is  in  vain  to  reason  against  facts,  or  dispute  against  feeling. 

The  Major  Domo,  indeed,  attempted  to  hold  forth  that 
the  assumed  plea  of  distress  was  all  exaggeration  and  pre- 
tence, the  mere  impatience  of  ignorance  j  a  coltish  trick  of 
the  ass,  from  not  knowing  himself  to  be  destined  to  the  panniers 
and  pack-saddle,  to  which  it  is  necessary  he  should  be  broke 
in.  But  John  Bull,  though  he  had  been  so  long  in  training- 
thought  it  wiser  and  better  to  reserve  his  money  to  alleviate 
his  own  necessity,  and  relieve  the  distress  of  his  Family,  than 
still  to  lavish  it  on  the  infantine  amusements  and  boyish  bau- 
bles of  the  Deputy  Steward,  palaces,  pagodas,  pyramids  of 
plate,  and  rivulets  of  wine  :  or,  to  profuse  it  on  the  more 
debasing  indulgences  of  effeminate  voluptuousness  and  extra- 
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vagant  luxury ;  which  he,  and  they,  and  all  their  train,  are 
constantly  overstraining  their  low  fancies  to  exhibit :  or,  even 
to  bestow  it  on  the  more  pious,  generous,  and  self-denying 
device  of  the  whole  confederation,  to  relieve  the  species 
from  the  care  and  trouble  of  thinking  or  acting  for  them- 
selves ;  and  to  take  the  whole  race  absolutely  under  the  blessed 
and  beneficent  protection  of  their  influence  and  authority. 
And  as  the  Cabal  did  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  that  all  the 
wisdom  of  the  Manor  was  with  themselves,  they  very  justly 
thought  it  highly  reasonable  that  all  the  wealth  of  the  Manor 
should  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  wisdom  of  it.  But  John 
Bull,  now  perfectly  cool  and  come  to  his  senses,  could  nei- 
ther allow  these  premises,  nor  admit  the  conclusion  ;  but 
insisted  that  they  should  keep  their  hands  out  of  his  pocket, 
allow  him  the  disposal  of  himself  and  his  property,  and  take 
only  what  he  in  his  sober  senses  should  think  fit  to  give 
Uiem. 

They  had,  especially  by  means  of  the  prostitutes  in  Mrs. 
Bull's  Houshold,  obtained  a  law  to  pillage  the  Family  most 
unconscionably  under  the  name  of  a  pretended  contribution 
upon  property;  which,  had  it  really  been  what  it  pretended 
to  be,  a  contribution  upon  property,  and  industry,  and 
ingenuity,  or  even  poverty,  had  been  suffered  to  go  free, 
would,  no  doubt,  have  been  the  most  unexceptionable  con- 
tribution thai  could  have  been  raised  on  the  Manor.  But 
instead  of  that  the  hard  earned  gams  of  the  industrious 
tradesman  and  the  laborious  mechanic,  the  scanty  incomes  of 
the  ingenious  artist  and  of  the  learned  professiouist,  the 
study  and  preparation  for  which  had  cost  them  hundreds  and 
thousands,  and  _\et  scarce  brought  them  a  competency,  were 
charged  an  equal  proportion  with  the  luxurious  sinecurist, 
great  laud  holder,  and  rich  capitalist,  whose  protected  pro- 
perty brought  them  iu  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  a 
\ear,  without  either  industry  or  ingenuity  :   whilst  the   othcis 
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had  no  property  to  be  protected,  and  many  of  them  not  a 
comfortable  sustenance. 

Had  this  contribution  been  assessed  only  on  real  property, 
and  in  a  lesser  or  greater  proportion,  according  to  the  amount 
of  the  property  possessed,  this  would  have  shown  some  judg- 
ment and  impartiality,  some  regard  to  justice  and  sound 
policy;  and  might  reasonably  have  been  submitted  to. — 
For  instance,  had  he  who  possessed  one  hundred  a  year  from 
his  property  been  charged  at  one  in  the  hundred;  and  he 
who  possessed  five  hundred  a  year,  been  charged  at  five 
in  the  hundred ;  and  so  on  in  some  such  increasing  ratio, 
even  till  those  who  possessed  immense  incomes  in 
land  or  money  should  be  reduced  to  their  capital,  and 
obliged  to  live  upon  and  lessen  it  :  —  this  might  be 
even  a  public  benefit,  by  diminishing  immense  and 
cumbersome  properties,  and  diffusing  moderate  and  useful 
ones  ;  and  might  even  bring  those  drones  to  be  of  some  use 
to  the  hive.  This  may  be  thought  to  bear  hard  upon  these 
capitalists  ;  yet  it  is  nothing  more  than  what  the  greater  part 
of  the  cultivators  of  the  soil,  the  most  useful  and  important 
class  of  the  commuuity,  are  already  reduced  to.  And  when  they 
have  exhausted  their  moderate  capitals,  who  is  to  cultivate 
the  earth  ?  what  is  the  Family  to  come  to  ?  When  the  bulk 
of  the  folk  are  reduced  to  beggary  and  want,  do  those  Levia- 
thans in  wealth  think  that  the  Bull  Family  will  look  on  in 
silence  and  see  themselves  devoured  ? — Stand  by  and  starve, 
while  they  see  them  wallowing  in  luxury  and  voluptuousness, 
to  the  abuse  and  extinction  of  all  the  ends  and  enjoyments  of 
their  being,  of  all  the  uses  and  purposes  of  nature  ?  The 
herring,  the  most  numerous  and  important  race  of  the  waters, 
hence  by  some  called  the  king  of  the  sea,  is  the  natural  prey 
of  the  whale  ;  who,  while  he  follows  and  skirts  the  shoal, 
sucks  in,  and  gulps  down,  his  thousands  at  a  mouthful,  his 
millions  at  a  meal  :  but  should  he  become  too  voracious,  and 
venture  too  far,  the  whole  shoal  throw  themselves  upon  him, 
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he  is  ingulfed,  suffocated,  stifled,  extinguished  ;  and,  as  we 
often  see,  obliged  to  throw  himself  on  the  shore  and  perish. 
Let  our  Leviathans  take  warning. 

But  while  the  settling  and  adjusting  these  contributions  is 
chiefly  in  the  hands  of  those  great  proprietors  themselves,  to- 
gether with  the  very  persons  who  are  to  receive  anil  spend 
them,  it  were  in  vain  to  look  for  rational  or  impartial 
proceedings. 

This  contribution  of  which  we  have  been  speaking  was 
agreed  to  under  the  express  condition,  that  it  was  not  to  con- 
tinue beyond  the  conclusion  of  the  present  lawsuit.  But  how 
vain  to  expect  that  those  who  were  ever  grasping  at  all  they 
could  possibly  reach,  would  willingly  resign  such  an  easy  and 
productive  source  of  treasure. 

It  is  true,  at  the  flummery  entertainment  the  Cabal  had 
pledged  the  Steward's  word  for  the  strictest  economy.  How 
faithfully  and  sincerely  this  pledge  was  given,  and  intended  to 
be  held,  appeared  from  a  number  of  undeniable  instances* 
where,  at  the  very  time  they  were  pledging  their  own  and 
their  master's  word  and  honour  for  the  most  rigid  economy, 
which  was  indeed  become  most  imperiously  necessary,  they 
had  been  increasing  the  stipends  of  numerous  offices  among 
themselves  by  hundreds  and  by  thousands  a  year,  upon  the 
mere  motive  of  luxury,  selfishness,  and  prostitution;  for  they 
were  well  await-,  that  their  stability  depended  wholly  upon 
keeping  their  trained  mercenaries  firm  and  faithful.  And  by 
this  approved  practice  they  had  no  doubt  of  success.  .But 
for  once  they  found  that  they  had  reckoned  without  their 
host,  i'or  when  the  Palaverium  was  met,  and  the  falseness 
and  perfidiousne^s  of  their  professions  of  economy  so  palpably 
appeared,  it  raised  y\\c\i  a  spirit  of  indignation  and  resentment 
in  the  breast  of  every  true  and  faithful  membci  of  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office,  that  even  the  base  and  prostitute  shrunk  before  it. 
And,  besides,  such  an  universal  inundation  of  distress  and 
complaint  poured  in   lioiu  all  quarters  of  the   Manor,   that 
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even  the  most  hardened,  and  those  whose  only  principle  is,  to 
go  all  lengths  with  their  leaders  without  shrinking,  had  not 
resolution  to  present  themselves  to  stem  the  torrent. 

The  Palaverium  met — the  flummery  swallowed — and  the 
compliment  returned :  the  wretched  Major  Domo  thought, 
that  according  to  custom,  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  present 
his  accounts,  receive  the  sanction  of  his  invited  friends  and 
trusty  tools  for  their  payment,  and  send  them  again  about 
their  own  business  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  two.  How 
miserably  mistaken !  His  principal  resource  for  settling  his 
accounts  was  the  all-touching  property  contribution.  It  is 
true,  he  knew  this  was  just  about  to  expire  ;  but  fully  confi- 
dent he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  propose  its  renewal,  and 
take  their  sanction  for  it,  lie  came  boldly  forward  with  his 
proposition.  The  repugnance  he  at  first  met  with,  was  a 
thing  not  altogether  new  :  and  he  confidently  ascribed  it  to 
mere  ignorance  and  impatience  of  the  yoke  ;  defects  of  which 
he  was  confident  he  should  socn  cure  them,  as  he  without 
hesitation  pronounced  that  he  had  all  the  wisdom  of  the 
Family  in  his  favour  :  and  too  wise  and  brave  to  give  way  to 
folly  and  ignorance,  and  confident  in  the  unfaultering  support 
of  the  prostitute  corps  in  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold,  he  deter- 
mined still  to  persist. 

But  when  the  overwhelming  torrent  of  complaints,  petic 
tions,  and  remonstrances  to  the  Palaverium  began  to  pour  in 
from  all  quarters,  both  he  and  his  supporters  were  somewhat 
staggered.  He  attempted  to  retreat.  Knowledge  must 
sometimes  give  way  to  ignorance,  wisdom  to  folly.  Though 
still  confident  of  his  superior  wisdom,  the  Major  Domo 
Mould  now  be  content  with  half  the  proposed  contribution. 
But  John  Bull,  now  become  quite  restive,  replied, — Not  a 
farthing  of  pretended  property  contribution.  John  was  now 
fully  sensible  how  he  had  been  duped  and  pillaged  for  more 
than  twenty  years  by  the  Cabal ;  and  under  the  insidious  pre- 
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tence  of  maintaining  freedom,  had  been,  as  was  now  clear 
even  to  the  most  carefully  hoodwinked,  forging  chains  for 
himself  as  well  as  his  neighbours :  and  to  the  utter  astonish- 
ment and  confusion  of  the  Major  Domo  and  of  the  whole 
Junto,  Mrs.  Bull's  Office  sanctioned  this  obstinacy  and  refusal. 
This  failure  of  the  prostitute  corps,  whether  from  fear,  or 
from  some  remains  of  virtue,  was  a  stunning  blow,  an  un- 
precedented phenomenon.  Since  the  accession  of  the  Brunt- 
wick  Family,  and  the  regular  establishment  of  the  systematic 
Commerce  of  Prostitution  between  the  Steward's  Office  and 
Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold,  nothing  like  it  had  been  seen  in  a 
matter  of  money  or  contribution:  which,  as  known  to  be 
destined  to  center  among  themselves,  was  sure  never  to  en- 
counter any  serious  repulse  or  opposition.  What  such  a 
phenomenon  may  forebode,  it  may  be  difficult  to  conjecture. 
Under  any  other  set  of  men  that  ever  conducted  the  affairs  of 
the  Manor,  one  certain  consequence  of  such  an  occurrence 
would  have  been  the  resignation  of  their  stations.  But  with 
such  a  battered,  brazen  sconce  as  Don  Detestatus,  on  whom 
neither  blows  nor  shame  could  ever  be  discerned  to  make  any 
impression,  to  stand  in  their  front,  perhaps  such  delicacy  was 
not  to  be  expected  ;  perhaps  it  was  not  necessary.  Certain 
it  is,  no  symptom  even  of  a  demur  appeared  on  the  occasion. 
On  every  other  such  occasion,  there  have  been  rival  competi- 
tors eager  to  press  into  the  station.  But  the  present  incum- 
bents, fortunately  for  themselves,  had  brought  matters  to  sucli 
a  crisis  that  they  were  secure  from  competition.  No  wise 
man,  for  his  own  sake,  would  choose  to  be  concerned  in  such 
affairs;  and  even  those  who  might  be  disposed  to  sacrifice 
most  for  the  safety  of  the  Family  and  Manor,  could  rather 
desire,  than  hope,  that  they  would  retrieve  such  a  desperate 
situation  of  affairs. 

Yet,  should  the  Palaverium  act  consistently  with  the  ab<  v  ■ 
step,  and  the  Family  stand  true  to  themselves,  that  might   !><: 
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of  great  importance ;  and  indeed  even  decisive  of  the  present 
crisis. 

But  it  must  be  confessed  that  it  bodes  ill  for  their  con- 
sistency, that  while  the)  have  vetoed  the  property  contribution 
which  should  pay  them  ;  they  have  voted  a  lawyer  corps  with 
all  their  train  of  bailiffs,  bullies,  and  bravos,  amounting  to 
hundreds  of  thousands.  A  matter,  in  itself,  and  in  its  awful 
consequences  immediate  and  remote,  compared  with  which 
the  property  contribution,  with  all  its  oppression,  injustice, 
and  distress,  is  but  as  the  sting  of  a  gnat  to  the  bite  of  a 
rattlesnake.  The  voting  of  these,  without  the  means  for  their 
maintenance,  besides  its  inconsistency,  must  heighten  the 
mischief;  and  presents  a  prospect  truly  awful  and  alarming. 
Instead  of  sanctioning  the  retaining  of  such  a  corps,  the  dis- 
missing at  least  two-thirds  of  the  proposed  number  ought  to 
have  been  made  the  express  condition,  the  sine  qua  non,  of 
voting  one  farthing  of  contribution.  This  was  the  mode  of 
proceeding  by  which  the  ancestors  of  the  Bull  Family,  in 
spite  of  Stewardical  art  and  insolence,  recovered  and  estab- 
lished hat  constitution,  which  their  degenerate  offspring  are 
so  basely  bartering  and  betraying  for  sordid  interest  and  gain. 

The  only  hope  that  can  now  be  entertained  of  preserving  the 
Constitution  must  rest  on  the  good  sense,  sobriety,  and  firm- 
ness of  the  Family  in  general  ;  of  which,  and  of  its  powerful 
effects,  the  instance  mentioned  above  is  a  happy  and  encou- 
raging omen.  And  these  effects  are  to  be  ascribed  entirely  to 
the  voice  of  the  Family  ;  which  when  cool,  firm,  decisive, 
and  united,  no  Stewardical  tool  can,  or  dare  attempt  to  resist. 
Were,  indeed,  the  Family  to  rise  in  resentment  and  indigna- 
tion equal  to  the  ingratitude,  insults,  and  injuries  received; 
and  which  a  sense  of  the  gross  and  insidious  manner  in  which 
they  have  been  imposed  upon  must  increase  and  inflame,  the 
consequences  might  be  alarming — might  even  endanger  the 
subversion  of  the  Constitution,  the  extinction  of  the  Steward- 
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ship,  and  a  scene  of  confusion  and  misery  from  which  reflec- 
tion shrinks.  But  this,  the  patient  forbearance  of  John  Bull, 
which  we  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  mention,  with  the 
cool  deliberate  good  sense  of  the  Family,  we  hope,  will  effec- 
tually prevent. 

As  to  the  pretences  to  and  attempts  at  economy,  exhibited 
by  the  Junto,  they  are  too  ridiculous  and  contemptible  to  de- 
serve any  notice.  A  few  useful  attendants  in  their  offices, 
who  for  much  labour  and  drudgery  receive  their  <£20  or  .,£30 
a  year,  are  discharged  ;  while  those  who  receive  their  20,  30, 
or  £ 40,000  a  year  for  doing  nothing  are  retained,  as  untouch- 
able; and  live  in  a  luxury  and  voluptuousness  to  which  the 
yearly  stipends  of  the  others  would  not  afford  a  meal.  This 
is  something  worse  than  ridiculous :  it  borders  on  contempt 
and  insult,  if  not  on  insanity,  to  suppose  that  the  Family  can 
still  be  so  duped  and  deluded. 

There  are,  indeed,  at  this  time,  through  the  whole  extent  of 
the  three  Manors  of  Erin,  Albion, and  Caledonia,  strong  symp- 
toms indicating  that  it  cannot,  that  it  will  not,  be  any  longer  so 
deluded.  Besides  the  thousands  that  are  in  a  state  of  absolute 
starvation  for  want,  amidst  the  profusion  and  luxury  of  their 
devourers,  in  every  district  of  the  realm,  a  spirit  is  moved,  a 
voice  is  raised,  that  must  be  heard,  that  must  command  atten- 
tion, except  it  can  be  supposed,  that  the  present  Stewardical 
Cabal  are  still  more  fatally  infatuated  than  even  their  prede- 
cessors in  the  Columbian  cause  ;  and  their  prostitute  tools  in 
the  Palaverium  still  more  blindly  devoted  to  their  will. 

The  consequences  of  the  Columbian  quarrel  have  been 
important  and  disastrous  to  the  Bull  Family;  and  its  effects, 
good  or  bad,  will  be  felt  to  the  latest  generations,  and  extend 
themselves  through  every  region  of  Sublunaria.  But  should 
the  ignorance  and  obstinacy  of  the  present  Stewardical  faction 
bring  the  crisis  which  is  now  impending  to  a  similar  issue, 
on  the  Albion  Manor,  it  must  fall   with  accumulated  wei'di! 
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and  horror,  even  to  the  endangering  of  the  very  constitution 
of  the  Manor,  the  subversion  of  the  Stevvardical  autho- 
rity, and  the  expulsion  of  the  race.  The  Columbian  quarrel, 
though  it  disgraced  the  counsels,  and  exhausted  the  means  of 
the  Family,  was  carried  on  at  a  distance,  and  its  immediate 
effects  scarcely  perceived  by  the  folk  in  general  on  these 
Manors.  But  should  the  present  threatening  cloud  burst 
upon  them  with  all  its  aggravated  load,  the  consequences 
must  be  too  shocking  to  be  here  even  suggested.  Yet  who- 
ever marks  the  general  spirit  now  aroused  in  the  whole  body 
of  the  people,  the  just  sense  of  injury  and  wrong  by  which 
they  are  excited,  the  strong  resentment  of  the  guile  and  per- 
fidy by  which  they  have  been  so  insidiously  deluded,  cannot 
but  dread  the  event.  And  all  this  must  be  increased  by  the 
indignation  with  which  they  see  their  betrayers  and  devourers 
exulting  in  their  success,  and  wallowing  in  pleasure  and  wan- 
tonness on  the  wealth  which  is  remorselessly  extorted  from 
them,  while  they  themselves  are  reduced  to  absolute  distress 
and  starvation. 

The  threatening  issue  of  this  crisis  is  the  more  to  be  appre- 
hended, that  the  sound  sense,  the  strong  and  appropriate  lan- 
guage, the  correct  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  Con- 
stitution, with  the  cool,  patient,  yet  firm  and  confident  man- 
ner in  which  they  assert  their  cause,  represent  their  griev- 
ances and  wrongs,  and  demand  redress,  shew  that  it  is  not 
the  mob  or  mere  populace  that  are  excited  ;  but  that  the 
best  and  wisest,  the  most  vigorous  and  capacious  minds  of  the 
Albion,  Erin,  and  Caledonian  race  are  engaged  in  the  enter- 
prise ;  and  determined  to  obtain  redress,  or  to  perish.  And 
if  all  this  make  no  impression  on  those  to  whom  it  is  address- 
ed, we  may,  it  is  to  be  feared,  say  in  sacred  terms,  "They 
hearkened  not  because  the  Lord  would  slay  them  !" 

It  must  be  confessed  that  the  indifference,  not  to  say  con- 
tempt and   insult,   with  which   the   Deputy   and  his   Cabal 
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affect  to  treat  the  universal  torrent  of  complaint,  petition,  and 
remonstrance  pouring  in  upon  them  from  all  quarters,  has  an 
awful  and  ominous  aspect.  The  instant  meeting  of  the 
Palaverium  will  probably  prove  an  important  and  decisive 
crisis.  It  is  from  them  alone  that  safe  and  effectual  remedy 
and  redress  can  be  expected.  But  should  they  follow  the 
example  set  before  them,  the  case  seems  to  be  desperate,  and 
must  soon  come  to  a  decisive  issue :  or  should  tampering  and 
palliative  attempts  be  still  persisted  in,  they  can  only  prepare, 
and  augment  the  threatening  catastrophe. 

But  if  the  issues  of  the  Bull  Stewardical  counsels  have 
been  deplorable  and  disastrous  at  home ;  abroad  they  have 
been  false,  perfidious,  execrable ;  to  the  extinction  of  the 
very  name  of  liberty,  or  a  free  state,  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Euporia ;  and  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  to  the  human  race.  By 
the  newly  aroused  efforts  of  mind,  knowledge  had  been  in- 
creased, a  sense  of  freedom  and  right  extended,  and  even  the 
conceptions  of  the  human  mind  enlarged  ;  the  civilized  world 
had  burst  its  fetters,  and  men  had  dared  to  think  for  them- 
selves. .And  though  in  the  course  of  the  operation  of  these 
efforts,  much  tumult,  disorder,  and  misery  had  occurred, 
through  Stewardical  jealousy  and  opposition;  yet,  on  the  whole, 
the  effect  was  propitious,  and  the  prospect  promising  for  the 
freedom  and  improvement  of  human  kind.  But  by  the  coun- 
sels and  operations  of  the  Bull  Stewardical  faction,  and  the 
perfidious  machinations  of  the  confederated  Pandemonium, 
all  is  extinguished  and  lost.  In  the  Euporian  territories  the 
very  name  of  freedom  is  swept  away,  the  fetters  of  slavery 
are  every  where  closer  strained  and  harder  rivetted  ;  and  a 
Confederation  of  Despots,  all  pensioned,  paid,  and  supported 
by  the  duped  and  pillaged  Bull  Family,  has  swallowed  up 
all  ;  and  now  sits  triumphant  over  the  subjugated  race  of 
Euporia. 

\  or.,  it.  u 
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Under  the  auspices  of  these  Despots,  supported  by  the 
lavished  treasures  of  the  Bull  Family,  we  have  seen  the  de- 
based Baboons  restored,  and  again  set  up  to  insult  and  tyran- 
nize over  more  than  half  of  Terrafirm.  Under  the  same  pro- 
tection and  support,  we  have  seen  the  impostor  Peter,  so  long 
the  execration  of  every  enlightened  mind,  but  especially  devoted 
to  destruction  by  every  inhabitant  of  the  Albion  Manor,  by  the 
influence  and  efforts  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  very  Manor, 
again  set  up  to  pervert  reason,  to  turn  religion  to  derision 
and  contempt;  to  deprave  earth,  and  to  insult  heaven.  But 
above  all — we  have  seen  the  execrable  Peterkin  Inquisitorium, 
the  extreme  of  human  depravity,  the  most  cruel  scourge  of  men, 
the  highest  boast  of  hell,  by  the  perverted  efforts  and  influence 
of  the  same  Bull  Family  and  Manor,  again  restored  and  set 
up  to  suppress  and  extinguish,  if  possible,  every  free  and 
noble  exertion  of  reason  and  mind,  and  to  reduce  man  below 
the  lowest  of  the  brute  creation ;  who,  however  depressed 
and  subjected,  still  retain  and  exercise  their  natural  powers 
and  capacities. 

But  not  satisfied  with  all  this,  even  while  expiring  under 
exhaustion  and  overstrained  exertion,  we  see  the  Family 
dragged  on  and  compelled  by  the  same  desperate  faction  to 
support  and  maintain  by  mere  force,  at  an  insupportable  ex- 
pence,  the  tyranny  of  the  Baboons  over  the  oppressed  and 
insiuTed  Franks,  a  body  of  30  millions  of  people  :  an  under- 
taking not  less  absurd  and  impracticable,  than  wicked  and 
detestable. 

And  at  this  very  moment  of  distress,  and  for  this  very  de- 
testable purpose,  to  support  this  Baboon  authority,  has  the 
sum  of  12  millions  sterling  been  raised  from  John  Bull's 
cash  and  credit.  It  is  indeed  held  forth  that  this  is  the 
transaction  of  mere  individuals.  Who  will  believe  it  ?  Can 
there  be  one  individual,  capable  of  reason  and  common  sense. 
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who  can  believe  that  the  authority  of  the  Baboons  can  be 
permanent  ?  Is  there  one  who  can  believe  that  the  Bull 
Family,  even  if  they  were  able,  can  be  gulled  for  twenty- 
five  years  more  to  keep  up  130,000  bravos  to  force  an 
arbitrary  tyrant  upon  the  Franks ;  though  double  that 
time,  and  triple  that  number,  would  leave  the  work  only 
to  be  begun.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped,  indeed  can  scarce  be 
doubted,  that  in  much  less  than  half  that  time,  all  pretensions 
to  such  an  absurd  and  wicked  attempt  will  be  abandoned, 
and  the  Baboons  left  to  their  fate.  And  when  that  shall 
take  place,  who  will  reimburse  the  Bull  Money  ?  Will  the 
Franks  think  themselves  obliged  to  repay  what  was  lent  to 
reduce  them  to  slavery  and  barbarism  ?  No.  The  money 
must  add  to  the  many  millions  of  which  John  Bull  and  his 
Family  have  been  choused  in  behalf  of  Kuss,  Pruss,  and 
South,  not  a  farthing  of  which  will  ever  be  repaid. 

But  it  may  be  said,  must  not  these  things  be  as  evident  to 
the  Steward  and  Junto  as  to  individuals  ?  To  this  it  need 
only  be  replied,  that  give  the  Deputy  his  bottle  and  his 
boon  companions,  and  he  is  not  apt  to  trouble  himself  about 
distant  prospects ;  and  Don  Detestatus,  their  worthy  fac- 
totum, is  so  satisfied  with  the  career  he  is  running,  that  it  is 
probable  nothing  can  arrest  him  but  public  justice. 

This  money  fansactiou,  and  the  objects  connected  with  it, 
were,  no  doubt,  the  business  that  brought  Bellington  lately 
to  Ludstown  :  and  the  success  will  clearly  account  for  his 
announced  invitation,  and  flattering  reception,  to  dine  with 
the  Baboons,  on  his  return.  Twelve  millions  sterling  will 
furnish  a  handsome  dinner  any  where,  and  a  welcome  to  boot  : 
and  this  will  probably  be  all  the  repayment  that  will  ever  be 
made.  Or  if  ever  it  is  paid  to  the  individuals,  it  must  be 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  this  Manor  ;  and  John 
Bull,  even  under  his  present  justly  aroused  resentment  is 
still   the   dupe  of  his   perfidious  and   presumptuous  Agents 
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And  no  doubt  the  view  of  implicating  rich  individuals  in  their 
measures,  may  be  a  motive  with  the  Junto  in  favouring  such 
a  perverse  and  irrational  transaction;  for  the  impracticable  and 
pernicious  end  of  forcing  a  master  upon  30  millions  of  people. 

Had  the  unworthy  tool,  Detestatus,  the  Bull  Negotiator 
at  the  Pandemonian  Congress,  shown  the  least  concern  for 
the  interest,  attempted  the  least  stipulation  in  favour  of  those 
for  whom  he  was  intrusted,  by  whom  he  was  paid, — had  he 
taken  the  least  care,  paid  the  least  regard  to  any  thing 
beyond  the  perfidious  schemes  of  the  Stewardical  Faction, 
there  could  have  been  no  advantages  claimed,  no  privileges 
proposed,  which  he  might  not  have  obtained ;  especially  in 
behalf  of  the  Albion  manufactures  and  commerce.  What 
would  they,  what  could  they  have  refused,  if  firmly  demanded 
of  those  by  whom  they  were  paid  and  supported,  to  those 
on  whom  their  very  being,  and  all  their  ends  and  objects  in 
their  congredial  capacity  depended.  Instead  of  which  these 
manufactures  and  that  commerce  are  now  excluded  from  the 
ports  of  those  very  people  and  sovereigns  who  exist  as  inde- 
pendent states  and  sovereignties  solely  by  their  exertions  and 
at  their  expence. 

John  Bull,  at  the  expence  of  many  millions,  replaced  the 
Beloved  Fernandos,  the  exquisite  Lord  Strut,  in  the  sove- 
reignty of  Iberia.  How  has  the  favour  been  acknowledged, 
and  the  expence  repaid  r  By  the  abridgement  of  former 
privileges,  and  the  threatened  entire  expulsion  of  the  Albion 
manufactures  from  the  ports  of  Iberia.  And  what  due  indig- 
nation and  resentment  of  this  base  ingratitude  have  the  Bull 
Stewardical  Office  and  Junto  shown?  What  just  contempt 
for  the  debased  character  of  this  legitimate :  AYhal  demon- 
stration in  vindication  of  their  own  character  in  supporting 
such  a  craven,  have  they  given  ?  ^  hat  interposition  or  remon- 
strance have  they  attempted  in  behalf  of  the  wretched 
Iberians,  insulted  and  wasted  by  this  viper,  this  scorpion, 
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•which  they  have  been  the  instruments  of  setting  over  them  ? 
Or  rather,  does  any  one  doubt,  that  the  triumphant  insults 
of  a  tyrant  over  rising  pretensions  to  liberty  is  not,  to  these 
her  most  jealous  foes,  a  more  grateful  object  than  to  see  any 
people  aspiring  successfully  to  the  rights  of  nature,  or  flou- 
rishing in  the  enjoyment  of  freedom  and  the  possession  of 
these  rights,  their  greatest  abhorrence  and  terror,  and  the 
object  against  which  all  their  hostility  is  intended.  Only 
consider  the  deplorable  difference  between  the  state  in  which 
they  found  the  Albion  Manor  some  30  years  ago,  and  that 
into  which  they  so  much  congratulate  themselves  for  having 
now  brought  it  !  and  hence  judge  of  their  sentiments  and 
character. 

But  of  all  objects  which  respect  the  Albion  Manor,  and 
indeed  every  people  of  Euporia,  the  most  awful  and  threat- 
ening is,  the  innumerable  hordes  of  bullies  and  bravos  kept 
up  under  the  auspices  of  the  Confederate  Pandemonium, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  imposing  slavery  and  compulsive 
subjection  ;  for  at  preseut  the  despots  are  all  at  accord  among 
themselves.  And  which  hordes,  the  late  transaction  shows, 
are  still  to  draw  their  maintenance  from  the  already  pillaged 
and  impoverished  Albion  Manor,  at  the  expence  of  the  still 
to  be  gulled  Bull  Family.  And  besides  the  immediate  perni- 
cious and  detestable  object  for  which  these  bravos  are  con- 
fessedly kept  up,  and  the  insupportable  expence  of  main- 
taining them,  the  more  remote  effects  and  consequences  must 
be  ruinous  and  fatal  to  human  freedom,  and  especially  on  the 
Albion  Manor.  Her  brave  and  intrepid  sons,  whom  the 
world  cannot  equal,  so  long  sequestered  in  a  foreign  land, 
will  become  estranged  from  their  country  in  affection  and 
manners.  A\u\  when  they  are  required  by  her  remorseless 
gu:trdians  t<»  repress  her  freedom,  and  rivet  her  chains,  it 
is  to  be  feared  they  will  too  readily  engage  in  any  desperate 
measures  to  enforce  implicit  submission  to  a  state  of  slavery. 
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Hence,  in  the  present  sitting  of  the  Palaverium,  the  first,  the 
great  object,  to  which  the  whole  Family  without  doors  and 
every  friend  of  it  within  ought  to  direct  their  efforts,  must  be 
the  dispersion  of  these  threatening  hordes  ;  especially  the  im- 
mediate recal  of  the  Bull  proportion  of  them  from  the  Frank- 
land  Manor,  and  the  diminution  of  their  number  at  home. 
When  no  foreign  quarrel  or  lawsuit  is  in  hand  the  defensive 
bands,  the  natural  and  Constitutional  safe-guard  and  pro- 
tectors of  the  Manor,  are  sufficient  for  all  the  ends  of  inter- 
nal peace  and  good  order. 

To  this  object,  on  which  the  very  existence  of  the  Con- 
stitution depends,  the  whole  strength  of  the  Bull,  Cale- 
donian and  Erin  Families  ought  to  be  unremittingly  directed, 
strenuously  exerted,  and  never  abandoned,  till  the  object  is 
obtained  :  and  whoever  shall  oppose  this  all-importing  and 
absolutely  necessary  step  ought  to  be  branded  as  a  traitor  to 
his  country,  and  pursued  with  universal  execration  and  con- 
tempt. 

To  those  who  can  command  150,000  bravos,  disciplined 
and  trained  to  their  trade,  it  may  be  very  convenient  for  the 
ready  command  of  money  to  have  an  obsequious  Palaverium 
at  their  nod  ;  but  they  will  care  very  little  for  talking  peti- 
tioners and  remonstrating  meetings,  surrounded  by  their 
myrmidons  with  the  bayonet  at  their  breast,  and  the  sword 
at  their  throat.  But  let  those  talkers  take  care  to  confine 
themselves  to  talking  :  for  no  tyger  was  ever  more  eager  for 
the  blood  of  his  prey  than  some  of  the  satel  .tes  of  the 
Faction  are  for  the  blood  of  those  unreasonably  regular 
Reformists  if  they  can  find  a  specious  pretence  for  touching 
it.  And  nothing  can  be  more  provoking  than  their  peaceful 
orderly  behaviour,  their  clear  penetiating  perspicacity,  their 
sound  sense,  and  strong  and  proper  language,  so  superior 
in  force  and  argument  to  the  flimsy  rhetoric  and  insidious 
sophistry  of  their  own  hireling,  servile  sycophants. 
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Let  the  Family  persevere  in  this  calm  and  orderly,  but 
firm  and  decisive  course,  and  they  must  succeed.  Let  them 
neither  be  irritated  and  provoked  by  the  insolence  of  their 
opponents,  nor  soothed  and  cajoled  by  their  affected  candour 
and  false  and  insidious  professions,  but  pursue  their  object 
coolly,  steadily,  and  determinedly,  in  defiance  equally  of  ihe 
unblushing  impudence  of  a  C-n-g,  and  the  unprincipled 
pertinacity  of  a  C-l-h  :  and  let  all  the  real  friends  of  the 
Family  and  Constitution  remember  that  it  is  necessary  to  be 
cool  and  temperate  not  only  in  the  manner  of  demanding 
and  pursuing  their  rights,  but  also  in  the  matter  and  extent  to 
which  they  pursue  them.  The  utmost  extent  of  what  may 
be  even  good  and  right  is  seldom  to  be  obtained  in  any  crisis 
of  human  affairs  ;  and  even  what  may  be  obtained  is  seldom 
to  be  obtained  all  at  once. — "  Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day." 
Though  the  proverb  be  trite,  it  is  peculiarly  appropriate  to 
the  present  subject.  It  is  something  to  have  begun.  Could 
but  one  firm  step  begot ;  could  but  a  Palaverium  that  was  in 
any  sense  the  choice  and  representative  of  the  people  on  the 
Manor  be  obtained,  could  one  be  obtained  that  was  not  the 
very  instrument  and  organ  of  ihe  faction  conju rated  for  their 
destruction  and  slavery,  every  thing  beside  might  be  hoped 
for  as  a  clear  and  natural  consequence  from  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  a  purified  Palaverium. 

But  if,  as  would  indeed  seem  to  be  the  determined  design 
of  the  perfidious  faction  in  whose  hands  affairs  now  are,  the 
very  mention  of  any  reformation  or  amendment  is  to  be 
scouted  and  spurned,  if  not  a  step  is  to  be  yielded,  not  a  sin- 
gle abuse  is  to  be  abated,  as  their  exulting  satellites  tin  eaten 
and  boast,  the  case  is  indeed  desperate.  There  are  but  two 
events  in  which  it  can  terminate, — settled  despotism,  or  a 
disastrous  revolution  ! 

The  incorrigible  obstinacy  of  the  Albion  Stewardical  fac- 
tion   is    certainly    a    singular    and    astonishing    phenomenon. 
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Heaven  grant  it  may  not  prove  an  ominous  and  judicial  one. 
For  50  years  past  the  most  glaring  and  palpable  facts  have 
shewn  them  to  be  as  blind  as  moles,  and  as  obstinate  as  mules. 
In  the  Columbian  quarrel  they  were  opposed,  admonished, 
and  warned,  by  some  of  the  wisest  and  best  statesmen  that 
any  country  ever  produced ;  a  Ch-th-m,  a  C-md-n,  a  Sh-lb-rn, 
but  all  in  vain ;  even  the  irresistable  eloquence  of  the 
afterwards  apostate  B — ke  was  altogether  lost  upon  them. 
Nor  on  the  rise  of  those  commotions,  which,  through  their 
blind  obstinacy,  have  reduced  these  Manors  from  the  most 
thriving  and  prosperous  state  to  their  present  deplorable  and 
wretched  condition,  could  the  strongest  remonstrances,  the 
clearest  reasoning,  the  most  glaring  and  palpable  facts,  make 
the  least  impression  upon  them.  Nor  even  now,  when  direct 
and  irresistible  fate  is  visibly  rushing  upon  them,  can  the 
approach  of  fate  itself  arrest  or  turn  their  desperate  course ; 
nor  will  they,  it  is  to  be  feared,  be  checked  or  restrained  till 
all-involving  ruin  overwhelm  them,  and  sweep  them  with  all 
their  perfidious  schemes  from  the  earth.  This  rushing  ruin 
can  only  be  averted  by  the  successful  efforts  of  the  folk  on 
the  Manor  against  the  insidious  designs  of  the  Junto,  and 
the  obsequious  Prostitution  of  Mrs.  Bull's  Office.  But  to 
secure  success  to  those  efforts,  beside  the  dismission  of  those 
hired  bravos  above  mentioned,  there  is  another  object  which 
must  never  be  abandoned  or  lost  sight  of  for  a  moment, — the 
purification  of  the  Palaveriuin,  the  expulsion  of  Prostitution 
from  Mrs.  Bull's  Houshold.  Without  this  the  Albion  Con- 
stitution is  no  more  !  But  this  can  only  be  fully  accom- 
plished by  degrees,  and  step  by  step.  There  are  three  things 
which,  could  they  be  obtained,  every  other  essential  requisite 
would  naturally  follow.  These  are — 1st.  The  shortening  or 
the  sitting  of  the  Palaverium. — 2dly.  The  exclusion  of  all 
interference  of  the  Steward's  Office  or  Agents  with  the  folk 
in  the  choosing  of  their  delegates  to  the  Palaverium.— 3dly. 
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The  disqualifying  every  man  who  holds  any  place,  office, 
pension,  or  appointment  under  or  at  the  will  of  the  Steward, 
for  a  seat  or  vote  in  the  Lower  Chamber  of  Mrs.  Bull's 
Office,  a  very  few  instances  excepted  for  the  sake  of  commu- 
nication. This  last  fully  obtained  would  be  almost  alone 
sufficient,  if  not  for  a  perfect,  at  least  for  a  salutary  and  pro- 
gressive reformation  ;  and  would  conciliate  the  general  ac- 
quiescence and  content  of  the  folk  on  the  Manor.  The  de- 
mands of  the  family  and  folk  in  general  are  so  moderate,  so 
just  and  reasonable/  so  much  short  of  what  they  might  in 
reason  and  by  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  demand, 
that  nothing  but  the  blind  bias  of  self  interest,  and  a  determi- 
nation to  sacrifice  every  thing  to  that,  could  induce  any  one 
possessed  of  common  understanding  and  honesty  to  oppose 
them.  x\nd  the  abuses,  perversions,  and  corruptions,  of  the 
Constitution,  are  so  palpable,  so  glaring,  and  so  shameful ; 
aud  have  proved  so  pernicious  in  their  operation,  and  so 
ruinous  in  their  effects,  that  nothing  but  the  most  abandoned 
depravity  of  character,  the  most  entire  privation  of  principle, 
the  most  perfect  contempt  of  justice,  honour,  or  honesty, 
could  dare  to  support  them,  or  even  to  offer  an  apology  for 
them. 

As  to  shortening  the  sitting  of  the  Palaverium,  perhaps 
the  old  period  of  three  years  ought  to  satisfy :  great  and  sud- 
den changes  may  be  dangerous.  The  choosing  must  una- 
voidably be  attended  with  some  tumult  and  confusion,  and 
take  the  people  off  in  some  measure  from  their  daily  voca- 
tions. And  to  have  this  occur  every  season  the  people 
would  scarce  have  recovered  from  the  hurry  of  one  choosing 
when  they  would  be  preparing  for  another.  Three  years 
would  give  the  folk  time  to  recover,  to  settle  into  their 
proper  habits,  and  to  think  against  the  return  of  a  new 
electing. 

To   what  extent  a  vote  in   choosing  should   be    granted 
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may  admit  of  some  difference  of  opinion.  Certainly  no  close 
corporations,  or  privileged  bodies,  ought  to  be  privileged  in 
this  respect ;  as  being  a  point  on  which  the  life,  liberty,  and 
property  of  every  person  on  the  Manor  is  concerned.  Per- 
haps every  one  who  pays  direct  contributions  to  the  public 
expences,  or  contributions  to  a  certain  amount — perhaps  every 
householder,  or  head  of  a  family,  ought  to  have  a  vote.  Every 
person  receiving  parochial  assistance,  or  living  upon  alms  or 
common  charity,  ought  certainly  to  be  excluded  from  a  vote : 
this  would  especially  act  as  a  6pur  to  industry  and  independ- 
ence— the  best  spirit  that  can  be  excited  in  the  poor  and 
lower  class  of  the  people.  This  regulation  would  also  tend 
to  set  aside  a  great  number  of  the  most  exceptionable  and 
dependent  description  of  householders. 

That  greater  property  should  have  greater  weight  and  in- 
fluence in  electing  the  disposers  of  property,  is  highly  reason- 
able ;  and  it  will  always  infallibly  be  so.  Nor  need  the 
enlarging  of  the  elective  franchise  greatly  alarm  the  liberal 
and  opulent  part  of  the  aristocracy:  their  wealth  and  benefi- 
cence will  always  command  a  more  than  sufficient  influence 
with  their  dependants;  especially,  every  landholder  will  almost 
uniformly  direct  the  vote  of  his  tenants,  and  every  tenant  that 
of  his  labourers.  But  should  any  have  wealth  and  weight, 
without  liberality  and  benificence  to  command  the  respect 
and  complaisance  of  their  dependants  and  neighbours,  the 
less  their  influence  the  better. 

These  essential  points  attained,  or  in  a  sure  and  steady 
progress,  every  thing  else  would  follow  by  degrees :  no  such 
work  as  that  under  consideration  is  to  be  accomplished  by  a 
stroke,  or  at  once.  The  very  attempt  to  do  so  might  be 
attended  with  the  most  deplorable  consequences  :  this  would 
be  John  Bull  pulling  down  his  old  mansion  before  he  had 
provided  another  to  put  his  head  in.  This  is  just  what  his 
neighbours  the  Franks  did :  and  to  this  they  owe  most  of  the 
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misery  and  distraction  they  have  since  gone  through,  and  their 
present  debasement  and  subjugation  to  a  foreign  yoke. 

John  Bull's  old  mansion  of  Constitution  Hall  is,  by  the 
constant  neglect,  not  to  say  the  jealousy  and  ill-design  of  the 
Stewardical  Junto,  and  the  prostitute  connivance  of  Mrs. 
Bull's  Household,  no  doubt,  in  a  most  decayed  and  ruinous 
state ;  but  still  the  foundation  is  sound,  and  the  plan  and 
structure  superior  to  any  that  even  these  days  of  exquisite 
invention  for  manorial  architecture  has  produced. 

Let  there  be,  then,  no  pulling  down,  no  touching  of  foun- 
dations, but  a  careful  and  determined  reparation  of  all  breaches 
aud  dilapidation ;  and  the  structure  may  stand  for  ages  in  all 
its  pristine  strength  and  splendour.  Let  the  Family  and  folk 
on  the  Manor,  the  parties  chiefly  concerned,  calmly  and  de- 
liberately, but  decisively  and  firmly,  determine,  demand,  and 
command  reparation  and  reform — and  in  spite  of  opposition, 
resistance,  repulse,  insist  and  persist,  and  never  abandon  their 
object — and  they  must  finally  prevail :  there  is  no  power  that 
will  or  can  resist  them,  if  they  are  unanimous,  firmly  united, 
and  true  to  themselves. 

Let  the  great  maxim,  which  it  has  been  the  main  object  of 
these  Memoirs  to  illustrate  and  enforce,  never  be  abandoned 
or  forgotten  for  a  moment — that  John  Bull,  his  Family  and 
Manor,  do  not  belong  to  the  Steward;  but  the  Steward,  his 
Office,  and  Agents,  belong  to  John  Bull,  aud  are  only  ap- 
pendages to  the  regular  order  and  economy  of  his  Family  and 
Manor:  and  the  Palaverium  itself  are  but  his  accredited 
delegates. 

The  Palaverium  has  met ;  the  flummery  has  been  served 
up  and- returned ;  and  the  entertainment  past  in  the  usual 
surfeiting  and  nauseating  style.  And  both  Junto  and  Pala- 
verium seem  as  insensible  either  to  their  own  situation  or 
that  of  the  Manor,  as  a  herd  of  cattle  grazing,  rampant,  in  a 
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luxuriant  pasture,  while  a  torrent  is  rushing  from  the  moun- 
tains which  must  sweep  them  all  to  the  deep. 

Their  principal  attention  has  been  officiously  engaged  by  a 
singular  outrage  upon  the  Deputy  Steward,  in  his  way  to  and 
from  the  Palaverium.  An  event  which,  however  much  to  be 
reprobated,  may,  if  they  have  wisdom  to  take  warning — as  an 
additional  symptom  what  estimation  both  he  and  they  stand 
in — prove  not  only  an  important,  but  a  salutary  admonition. 
But  instead  of  resolving  to  check  their  own  career,  they  seem 
determined  to  find  pretences  again  to  clap  the  gag  into  John 
Bull's  mouth,  and  the  strait-waistcoat  upon  his  body. 

Nor  are  they  only  insensible  to  their  own  danger  and  the 
boundless  distress  on  the  Manor — not  only  do  they  insult  the 
cries  of  misery,  and  demands  of  redress,  pouring  in  upon 
them  from  all  quarters,  but  they  exult  and  triumph  in  their 
assumed  security,  and  usurped  power.  Especially  that 
wretched  caitiff  C-n— g,  whom  we  have  already  had  occa- 
sion to  mention  as  one  of  the  most  insatiable  devourers  of 
John  Bull's  substance,  is  eager  to  exhibit  himself  in  the  front 
of  this  exulting  corps.  This  impudent  cur,  growling  in  self- 
satisfaction  over  his  bone,  defies  and  threatens  all  approach, 
all  pretence  to  touch  at,  or  take  it  from  him.  This  unblushing 
traitor  to  the  Constitution  openly  declares  in  Mrs.  Bull's  House- 
hold Office,  that  whenever  John  Bull  shall  dare  to  mention 
his  wrongs,  or  to  name  his  rights  in  that  Office,  or  to  hint  at 
a  reform  or  purifying  of  the  Palaverium,  he  should  be  met 
with  a  direct  and  positive  repulse,  and  be  spurned  and  kicked 
out  of  doors  with  contempt.  This  he  maintains  is  a  subject 
which  will  bear  no  discussion  ;  if  it  is  once  admitted,  the 
hope  of  their  gain  is  gone — actum  est  de  nobis !  says  he — 
it  is  all  over  with  us ! 

W-lb-f-rce  asserts,  that  Stewardical  influence  has  greatly 
increased  of  late  years. — C-n— g  asserts,  that  Stewardical 
influence  has  been   for  years  on  the  decrease.     Even  hide- 
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pendent  of  the  notoriety  of  facts,  which  of  these  two  will  be 
held  most  worthy  of  credit  ?  Why  is  such  a  character  as  this 
allowed  to  insult  the  whole  Bull  Family  ?  Where  is  the 
Majesty  of  the  Albion  People: — a  phrase  of  which 
a  generous  Frank*  expressed  his  admiration,  as  conveying 
one  of  the  noblest  ideas  which  language  could  suggest.  Why 
is  not  such  a  fellow  punished  as  he  deserves,  or  hissed  and 
hooted  out  of  the  Manor. 

Adieu,  honest,  ill-fated,  insulted  John  Bull !  my  indigna- 
tion swells,  resentment  bursts  my  heart,  to  see  how  thou  art 
abused  and  pillaged,  and  thy  substance  devoured  by  the  very 
professed  and  trusted  guardians  of  thy  wealth  and  freedom — 
and  betrayed  even  to  the  contending  to  desperation  for  more 
than  twenty  years  for  thy  own  debasement  and  slavery,  and 
that  of  mankind.  And  though  he  who  thus  deplores  and 
resents  thy  wrongs,  believes  that  thou  wilt  still  arouse  thee, 
and  be  thyself;  yet,  already  past  the  destined  age  of  man,  he 
cannot  hope  to  see  the  glorious  and  triumphant  day ! 

*  Montesquieu's  Spirit  of  Laws. 
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